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classy" who might, with perhaps equal pro- 
priety, have been termed, — the pensive, doubting , 
and, in some sense, speculative class. Several 
modes, it is true, of adversity and disappointment^ 
are both incidentally and expressly treated of, 
common in a great degree to every order of minds, 
and every rank of the community. Still it will 
be found that the prevailing character and drift 
of these papers is most adapted to the class now 
mentioned. ^' Distress, discouragement, or sad- 
ness,'' are, indeed, often the effects of such a 
mental constitution. Doubt and dejection on the 
great points where all real hope is at issue ; and 
other pains or fears, of a quality which some minds 
can but coujecturally, and therefore but obscurely 
estimate, are among the ^^ manifold temptations'' 
which that class encounter. We should thank 
God that there are Christian writers, in our own 
as in former days, who think chiefly for another 
class; who possess that enviable energy and 
confidence, which breathe an eloquent vigour 
through their pages, and doubtless bear forward 
kindred spirits in the same high careery^with a 



poM^r signally beneficial to tb'e cause of piety. It 
may be permitted meanwhile to expect^ that readers 
not allied to these in strength or in decision^ may 
be aided by a companion not so firm and sanguine } 
who enters more into those diiHculties and sor- 
rows (real or imagined)^ which a stronger faith 
and a more ardent hope might boldly overleap or 
happily banish. 

It will probably strike some readers that the 
topics of this volume are few ; that, of these few, 
several have been treated in rather a prolix man- 
ner; that there are other diversities of distress 
which equally or still more require alleviation; 
and perhaps, that the author has strangely over- 
looked their own, I can only plead, that to do 
even imperfect justice to those subjects which 
have been selected, except with a far happier 
talent of compression than I have yet attuned^ 
very narrow limits would not suffice; and the 
restricted number, since limitation to a single 
volume appeared desirable, is a necessary Conse« 
qnence/ 
; On thjs account) as well as to prevent confu* 
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gion from the abridged titles of the ret^ctm 
Tolumes, the name of Essays is adopted. 

When it has been graciously ordained by the 
Author of all good, that Christian thoughts^ 
whether communicated orally or in a permanent 
form, should conduce to influence, console, or 
animate other minds, — it is too certain, from the 
temper of fallen man, that sentiments not Chris- 
tian will have mingled with our thankfulness 
and alloyed it. But it is not less certain, that 
just humiliation and wonder will often be excited, 
in the consciousness that an instrument so va- 
riously defective and so much oficnding, has 
been thus employed and favoured. An impulse 
will be also given to each previous wish and 
prayer, that yet a little more may be effected 
towards raising the hopes, obviating the doubts 
and dangers^ or lightening the sorrows of our fel- 
low-minds. Our continuance in life, ever unsure, 
and transient at the most, is sometimes-, from 
various causes, made to appear in an unwonted 
degree doubtful ; and such wishes thus acquire 
Strength from the thought (if not presentiment) 
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tbat it may hit ere kng and unawares too late« 
New attempis, therefore, and the completion of 
dieni, may be prompted, not by an increased con- 
fidence^ but by the more frequent numitory roice 
around ns or within us, '^ the night cometh when 
none can work/' and the desire to utter words of 
comfort to some surviving, when we may have 
been calkd to our unknown abode. In the an- 
ticipation of that change^ — the hopes xod fears 
which respect human opinion and criticism, 
ought to be *^ counted as the small dust of the 
balance:" but were these in reality discarded 
and forgotten, still would a weighty solicitude 
remain, — and one specially attaching to that 
kind of endeavour which is in itself most sooth- 
ing to the heart engaged in it, — the endeavour 
to impart effectual consolation; — solicitude lest 
what is meant for the sincere should be per- 
verted .by the aelf-deceiver. This i^prehen^ 
sion, asF the discerning reader will easily judge, 
baff been chiefly, if not exclusively felt, with re- 
elect to the second^ third, fawrthy and stnendh 
piecrsri which, are certainly not meant or adi^ted 
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for those who cherish a false and worldly peace^ 
or indulge unawakened ease or listlessness of 
mind respecting their eternal welfare ; nor for such 
as (with more wakefulness of thought on these 
subjects) may secretly lean to the refuge of semi- 
antinomian delusions. The very titles of the 
papers in question denote that they are not in- 
tended for the former, — and the whole ten our of 
the volume, I trust, must indirectly show, that no 
cordial or solace is intended for the latter. 

I am but too well apprised that delusions 
of both these kinds exist and even abound in 
our day; and that there are moreover profes- 
sors of religion not subject precisely to either, 
— who with correct doctrinal views and (in the 
judgment of charity) a sincere mind, yet evince 
but very little discernment or fidelity as to the 
moral principles, bearings, and requirements of the 
gospel ; some also who pervert its great doctrines 
when most ^* rightly" stated ; and others whose 
notions, though both doctrinally and practically 
just in the main, seem much too easy and flexible 
in detail. All who compose these classes or 
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approach them, (and the writer as far as he 
may rank with either) need to be reminded so- 
lemnly of our Saviour's words, ^* Not every one 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven.'* — And they perhaps 
are more safely and faithfully, although less invi- 
tingly employed, who urge upon such minds the 
topics of self-suspicion and fear, — than he who 
chiefly attempts to console the dejected and the 
doubting. 

Not that I am without hope (for the effect 
of a weak and erring aim is not always that 
which was primarily designed) that some reflec- 
tions in those papers may tend, incidentally, to 
awaken the thoughtless or remiss, and induce 
some who have little self-knowledge to deeper 
self-inspection ; and that others, — ^by observing 
the moral investigations of such as desire to 
be ^* altogether" Christians, — may derive a new 
and salutary impression how contrary and how 
secular is their own state of heart. But it is a 
distressing possibility, that any can misapply 
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the arguments of hope^ to lull or indurate thet 
selves in habitual carelessness^ transgression^ 
hypocrisy. Nor is it a cheering relief^ to recollec 
that most^ perhz^s all^ of those religious writin; 
or discourses which embrace topics of evangelic 
comfort, are open more or less to the san 
hazard. 

As far, however, as divine aid has been soug 
in our efforts, and a divine blessing implored ( 
the result, it is both a duty and comfort to b 
lieve, that while evil effects cannot be preclude 
the good shall at least largely preponderate. 

I have cited, as freely as heretofore, tl 
thoughts of distinguished writers, where the 
seemed adapted to confirm or illustrate my owr 
and still expect, as on former occasions, thi 
there are no parts of the volume which the jud 
cious " would less wish excluded/* 

There has been here no temptation to devial 
from that catholic spirit which I should count it 
great unhappiness really to lose, — but which ye 
if induced to treat directly of controverted point; 
It is possible I might incur from some the charg 
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of having foregooe. Moctt cordially, howerer, do 
I join with those who fed^ that infidel hostilities^ 
«»d national afflictiom and dangers^ as well as 
private Borrows^ should combine wi& onr Re- 
deengyer's strong injunctions, to bind all who 
^ name" his *^name*' more closely ^Hogether in 
jLove ;" and that the most blessed omen for that 
Redeemer's epiphany and triumph will be, when 
we rejoice to forget the diflFerences which we can- 
not annihilate, and join in ^' strife " against our 
common foes ; — ^^ striving against sin," — • ** striv- 
ing together for the faith of the gospel." 

I cannot refrain from subjoining — even at the 
risk of its seeming irrelevant — a far better ex- 
pression of these wishes, (read with great plea- 
sure since writing the above lines), which con- 
cludes an admirable exhortation to the mem- 
bers of different Christian churches on the bless- 
ings and advantages to be expected^ from ** bro- 
therly communion.'' 

*^ In your separate condition you have all arrived 
at the same views as to saving truth : expect 
further agreement as the reward of felloYi^Jax^. — 
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Ijove in the heart will become light in the intel- 
lect: you will feel yourselves perpetually ap- 
proaching to greater uniformity : — in proportion as 
you have more of that visible oneness which mil 
for ever be seen in the church in heaven, you will 
display less of that diversity of sentiment which 
hitherto has distinguished^ and often distracted^ 
the church upon earth."* 

' M>i«< Tw6 LetU^it by FUit JtntHia," on the BihUSoatkf eo6lHh 
f«Hj. l%e wliofe'^MBage, of- whfch "these" eenteacefe are Mt the 
concftHJiOB/ hriiiU/fecelteBt and htiportanf;* ' ' ^ '' 
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OV THK VALUE AND CBSDIBILITT OF « THK 
GOSPRL;*' AXD ITS ADAFTXDNSSS TO OUR 
SORROWS, FSARS» AND MORAL NRCBSSIT1S& 

It 18 a current opinioo among pecqpte of die world, 
tlwt " serioos Qiristians/' — *' saints,'* — (or by what- 
ever synonyme they choose to designate the class,) 
have far gloomier views of human life than others. 
Nor can it, indeed, be questicmed, that our estimate 
of its momentous design and consequence is for more 
distinct and gm?e. But with respect to the actual 
ills which human life includes, it would be scarce 
poanble to view or state more daridy the greatness and 
severity of these, than lettered heathens had already 
done, in those scenes and ages which the world has 
most admired. CScero quotes philosophers, poet«i, 
and dramatists, who commended death as greatly 
preferable; and gives, among others, this condensed 
expression of their sentiment : — '* For man not to 

B 



2» I. — VALtJ*? "Aitol^fiDfBILITY 

be<*k)tft 'is'fet'the b^t, andthenei^t best as tsodnra^ 
priysibici fo die."*^ No^ WetfesuehfedBiigsimjffipited 
b^'&tiy! lively t>r bonfldin^ expedjation > tiiot '^^adL 
w6ttH, ihtroduee theih to a new 'and' hapi^jr ideedsti^ 
ehd^. They waVer^ between feint hopds' of aiife 
w'hidh ttiig'ht'be better, and' the pmspe'6t (rf ef»Jnl* 
lyncOn^ci^&ness. * Sulpicms, cOndoUbg' within 'tKJ 
^^XB^^ distihgtrishjBd Roinan on the loss of Um dkugiiM 
tet* TtiUia; observes/*' How often must you nl>ed$f 
i^eflect/^as I myself frequently do, that thofiie darhndo 
bb^'^aid to be hardly dealt with, whoi^ lot it 'ha0 
b^wkidid^e times, without any 8p^al'angU!i^h^t.(|^ 
eketiange life for death ;" and he afterwardb addr; 
'^ Be^des, if there be any sense in the dead,- »(Kd» 
^a^ het* love to you and pious kindneiss to* afl ter 
cotliitxions, that she assuredly would nbt haV^ybu 9o 
Aejected.f " Thus in a letter whichi the bio^aph^ 
of tScefro i^marks, ** is thought to be a' mJastcrt^ett^ 
of 'the consolatory kind," the great evils of "die^p^^eJ 
seiii'fe ^tftte, and the greiat uneeFtainty of Attt whkrtl 
is to ccttne, are alike admitted. ' i ^ ■ "' » ••^' ^^''*» 
' ' it^is certain also that those €?vils^eiie, by the'feiftbe 
powefpful minds, ai^ribedin great *part, if hot dhifeftyj 
tp moral c^iJSes— to the fallibili^ty;, if jipt priginal 

* Tusc. Quse8t.iib. i. § 48 — ^Non nasci homim hAig^ ' optimum 
esse : pioximum autem quam primum mori. ' ' 

t Epist. Fam. iv. 5. quoted in Mi'^dlbion's £if& bf Cicbo, vof. ii. 
pp. 169-171. - 



I3iTiii€i^fpum9bii]tot-.is^ijwe(|]ii^gh ^.(loi^rias^^ 
gH«f(t>f .iwid^'!^ jOT jwdferial p^naltiw^^thtfse tbing^ are 

aifajtl>SrapiiaU.(9tli|n' eoa9eqiienoeSr4Q]its4fi|AQ^7?^V^ 

itothesimiii'SOr wretched. «« ii)ipe4|tteind 4HittiQ^r| 
9fl«l^ fa <me4»f (hi» orationa, dedaiw^v tbat/tberQ'|ie^4 
no ffdapfdaeA of iPunes" to pursue the rg^ilty*' fS £aph 
a90r|ti'lii$«t o^alli fierturfaed by his own iiiiqiiity,a^aL 

ta^lje^f^^t^^eHQe, M.'^es^i^ra the untiifiug ^nd^do- 
BUff^ fiu|ipSi,oCrthfitg^i3<y i»ii>d-7,§ ; It is ^e tha^ 
even the philosophic h^ti^n^, hi^pg .^ot .p^ ,^an 
flirijightiffiedi s2Hcj(tia%> bulb iii mm§t deg/e^ luonsilly 

hjpir#iie4.<byt fi^wij^t, &3aiumj msff M^tm n$mWi^ 

^ M^aiiiiig gHer wb(di is odcasioned by ciircdilii^kiices foreign to 
their own conduct. 

J De FinS,. lib. iv. § 24., ,„ , • ^.., ,„,^ ,,,„;,., ,.. 
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such inward penalties bnly to fldghint (irihies ; ISkiik 
—the principle once grarited-^^it is evident, tflift 
all-in, when discerned to'be siidh, must itrduce strf'' 
ferliig or uneasiness proportionate to tts degree ;'y.rid 
even when nbt clearly reddgnised as sudi by the 
^a^dor darkened niind/still a deUasebi^nt andtS^'^ 
qu^ieltude attend it, which mar all real peace. ' QuJft£» 
tHiW^has itnplied in one word' the wretdifedfiess 'irf 
Aadral contamination/ when he'saya, ih rereiiendel^tb 
immoraliti^& practised beSbrfe the "Romaii childi'ejQ 
'^ Tbey are ^o miserable as to learn these b^rte ttey 
l^iiW them to be vices:"* If we take, ^e^efoie; 'rilii 
ihe view of tuman life With which '^^c^ifi^ 
gibnists'' arl6' th^rged, but that 6f those celebrated attt! 
prosperous heathens, whose character arid instittitioA^ 
our sceptics have extolled, we shall stilt have am^fe 
reason to seek, and to propose to others, merely*!^ 
human beings, some effectual consolation. It is n!dt 
requisite that you should be under the present hv^ 
d6n of peculiair' distress, in order tb r^nd^ this "ip- 
p{^6^riate : the Very condition of beihg 'Kuinari'niAfc^ 
il'ii); arid if thi^, through levity br earnest "o^ciiipfeitiBtt 
of tHe'ihind, be riot considered to-day, it may yet toe 
felt! most p6%tiantly and it¥fesi^ibly to-ifiorrowJ JBtift 
Ishyilpi'esuhie that you have fi^lt' it^l'feady -, idrid 
tHis so dieefly,' as to have sotight tiifftjgii^iy f<ir 

* Instit. lib. i. cap. 2. 



<^Mtit»?*^»n^olatioiiis;-r--that the promises qf " for- 
g^yf^ne^E^.N^aina'' through; faith in Jesus Christy, of 
tij^pirifyi^g ajgd consoUpg influences of the Holy 
§p^t>,a|[)d.of a heavenly life to come, have appeared 
t^yo^\ '^worthy of all acceptation/' and have called 
f9|^,,[j(in€ere prayers that you may truly apprehend 
a^(«njoy tbm. At the same time, I suppose 
ypim.views of these great things to be not dis- 
jt^i^t, , and unwavering^ hut mingled with much 
offvUnbeUef, or of personal distrust and fear; yet 
vitb a growmg desire to understand and embrace 
tjl^^^ in such a manner, as may lead you to *' all joy 
s^^ peace in believing." I shall conjecture also that 
^§ [d^ir^ JBaay be now deepened by the experience 
^^yere afflictions, of declining earthly hopes, or of 
]^m}^lQseda2}xieties; so that any thoughts which may 
t9^4f 4^ corroborate the importance, reality, and 
y§tio^ of Gospel blessings, and present them to your 
npj^'^ clear in their import and freely attainable, 
w$ he n^w, far more than at some former i^ieason^, 

f 

opportune and welcome. You are suffering, it may 
he^ r&qm disease ; more acutely than any wbp have 
jQ^ti]^>9e^ assailed by similar affliction can e^tinia^te; 
ap4 this, while your period of life and previous flow 
gf.^ealth. s^med to promise long exemption. If the 
ddll and sooUiing care around you sustain the hope 
of relief and restoration, yet is it not without mis- 



4iole^^ib^^bf%i( aiteaftSiM 4ad ldreadftiln669<<lfdtsi^ettictft» 

T^fehflSftefi^fof'^iiyadfe^Hi^; On''wApitti«adbrertteg 
to such possibiUtie^'^obf ft^l^'thttt^'k^teait^ij/ott^ 

M^q^'>#|g^f> ^-'^^'d^B^^-^etaiatiobBiias ^wHl as 

'IHftlT^^lri^ii^'d^stJii^migbiyHifiiiot'd^^ borne, 
'iiM 4i¥^%Mxl>>'^4l[^ ex^t6metltg'4»fdlhop^'itf this 



Mwdd/afteB describe, inh a, phrase bonrowed from^np^j;.- 
ihekogjy ^ >i«yemea of fortiund ; disapp(>^ltIn^Ilis a^d 
aiUe^iegi^Ye^caat er led ypu dowtt from -a.sta- 
ti/cniiiofttswipetealte^ perhaps of afflu^eut eu^jrmeiHs, 
to: ie^ieritooe the divieraified. trial of reduced 9^ 
flMuHtewKi ffesoumea, to ^Aticipate a stiiuggle anudst 
'pfaiitnyt.^ thocug^ your.^remainiAg days^ or ti^ ts^ 
aMady.lhe> bitterjness and hutniliation of d^pewj- 
4aQbf n(Oar .you baye. felt the sharpjieps.pfia.lfpreayp- 
fmsnty wbidi» if it deject the he^ lesstjiai^ppimpg 
!m&O0&9ti fetnd chiU it less than povejcty and the Wprld^s 
B^i^tttot,. may wound and agoniise it yet mpi;e^i ,|t 
liaabbeen lorn-by.the rending, of* <l^e ideare^t .ties ; 
|rtiuri^irtt;i».lefl in solitude:; or, lif ^ofpe 9i;>j^s.pf 
il^tendeifiess renudn^ they are ptuch fie^axiiust phor% 
j{fe4N!!ii}gned> jot.such as must lean onyou,,foj:,tb^t 
j^Mpponl^iandgtuidanoe^ which you feel as i£,;tP9: en- 
^^led (and disconsolate to give. . ;-,,, ,. 

<r. llaatviniRd must be indeed .mert qr J^i)i^epti])lf , 
wlttfh^^by.such ^ySks or by some othei;s;;.tl;^it j^y 
(t^ator^ surpasfii ! theni«. . would not b^, , j|npelle4 . 191^- 
•WAixl ^/Xmise on ithe final teinn of: qar^hlytsorrpws^ 
'8i^ look with expectation or with ai^povk^ 4wht/iHto 
-^lie ^yeatfuiiknowntbeyondw. , Tp hav^^ ^u^h V^W^ 
HMfeBr>;tranfti^tl];^ would, iseemjr in any Qd^ tfaosa^pir- 
!tliili6taileefl5' scailc^yipossiblew. {1 co^^d ^0^ ^ere- 
ilirf^/t0ueeii«.myAf)lf to ets^ctte i& an^i^ the a^icted 
a sort of solicitude entirely novel and unfelt, though 



no I. — ^VAia^KOKKBlORKOIBILITY 

•onouU'libai Jedi/'Jiddl ihe tUof /fiomngn te> dfaw ^etdfc 

tiflasljds jfi;pn|^th^'€kiK}d«iliaffc ovkikaB^ atndtcohfinut 

ijioii. ylfiodasieBBi.'il^ gireiq>!^^hilig>tliat;r soofeuHde 

tdS^oudedoki !lhe iglbonl^: dad ,ditsi^»dttf )/voiaeB woSA, 

i>'Mci3ligkiAl5$iweuldri;>b^)thd(ibiippi^ iostBniacad 'of 

•is^demg yoitntmitid maw Mcqimblcii^ ^ador^in^- 

iovQioii9 jg|hifi;p\it>f 1 ii?otiuQFjand ihcsaNr^l^-fiKioifaiile^^rimd 

^irkb thiiDaiDie:Io^6oqeed> t»JclUg!^)ik>uiTiE)art]fo69iiiB- 

^ttiimoUepqp^HwUthenniflKullftiMcs .iifithej^i^h^tiij^caod 

(bem^ladAn 'LbAv^eaimestly/r^sortefl^tADd'bafire^lMre 

liidtl tUiTsolefjredUie^ dfiis^lrowadicrt'lessifgnfivvuirftfafin 

hifdi^tliitiialliBdKanoe 19) often- vbt^m fid^^i^AMdhe 
idOubt^ngi ftianz/tbe; rafSioted^mind^y Bnh it/znittfibe 

iJ^iii(^,*jmt|^yfr;wWeh.tt,«linlB»t sijbetet, ,anid(xiai;ppo- 

lia^vj^t bjirankikisg^^)^ tdadiU^ a{>pieci9l»iii^f 
)^ht>nrBliiQ^yC]NdH3di^'tad79iiilid of Chribtiwui 

H^^iisttijies^i^iidii^a J|j(i5:€k6n9^ 
ii'jo^'tOttl^i^idilJBriimxtticipaiiQtt^^ Glimt^n>oomfedts. 
(kMd d0uhf dhisrpBth ahbiddite M alii ^^l^m^i^dy 
'>iii»tiii^{mQ^ptwdtdef)eod^ and oon- 

solation^ on the good Spirit ofiiGocUv^ ^bt^ lUnow- 
i( JfidgOiiifitbe <f^j>pili^tiaffdii<mqof jooqsqUiIjqiI >and 



) j |^iB W^ >wRlti8'regwnfc|ablfe; addMuls ltlefcIl^(bflMl;clu> 
r(tjc^ds)*>that tbBfUitle- '^ Paradele/^'giTOi by^<(ftir 
^fiadour tOrthejHoljr^Spiriti, sighifics net'Oilly Com- 
.^6iteF asBoilvAckoclEtfe^ but Monitor or TeachetV' Xhe 
t(f ' tonfiMt^of th^crHoljr Gho^t!')'ie''toiteuattdtofed 
't9^ihi»j>^«^uifliiig'>tM into Ul' *rnth|*'»:w3 'btber- 
i>wf^>tii^iefore^iithaaei<tb]f- a> i^V^appr^hetmon'of 
<dhffiiietl3riith'9><A(nigto our cDfnpreheisionxif it bei ne- 
ix«BS8n^4mpetfeto^ and in s«xie>^iyUorap{nrehe]id'its 
^^mittt esfibiitial tpohite with strong* ' and cleai^ difleeiib- 
MBibnt^iffenimnS'i^eiy limited and j^artial. ^TUd dnb- 
t^ftS'Wfeidi Witt endure the te^ of ^^rp diatpe9S< afid 
>4bideim'']^^ trial, must be not of 'thiat slight iEmd 
:>«{hiU[<iwy dasb whidi ilien of the world mayiofibr: 
• fdify-^tu^'^be' dlreet -and scriptural, built on 'ttkt 
*i»ilf»rtvledg©'6rthe: truth," which is ihe* pbrtibtt} of 
-fh^>dddte;«tiib ^earnest, and the hYiii^ble,'^Wlii»«^fdre 
^i|attgli»iof ©odi" dsid -have *« received the te«r^>'of 
i^tmmttiat thkt they might be saved;'* eontforld^'flbip^- 
'iiig^ fWom ?^ ¥eve4led grace of God in Chtistf Jesnks, 
idBOtfgbt' ^and implcired, discovered and eiM)rfU^d. 
^iSaish^'il is ^ur*'' heart's desire*' that you ^ and we 
BdilMildioainj^ly'tapd unaherably- partake.- Thoiigh 
-^dietJWfdteriposs^d them but intermittfinglyv' andeven 
JdnbMtii^y,'. he has at ieaist this claim to "presh th6m 
iCOD^ur rtgdidittha^t he perceive their ihoopq)dlrable 
aod/iexidtisivelwohhc' . •■ r* '\. --i* «' ■ ,tf-.-f--- 
inii^Ou'itbe-'nfore'preliihiiMrp'Ctf'tlffe^Be trutiis'which 



l^.j I. — VALUj&T4.JW)<St|iiDWBILITY 

coQdpct.OrtMTge U4. ta -the fp^el^ it will inde^ bei: 

in jf9]i^: Qaa^ almost supeirflwu3 to jenlarger , .With-aiii 

mi^ 6p . ^iwakesr w^i ^^os^i^ptibla /<to ^ i44. ownr.nioral' h 

coD4itioQ^ a& I havepresunu^iyowrsi rto. bey ,i ^caiuwlii ; 

need ,tQ-argue-oir insistat l^gj^ion. tbe<admt1)edteBthij/1 

th^jljiw^ ^re fpUep^andin tbBfligbtref 901 OilbnuiiB^ 

Reoiti^ide deq[4y 4od> iuexcu^ably^ofiendeis. >.<Hro.f 

^' Cpn^i^QC^ 0|f aia/!-.tb0Uffh,itjDaay be quiizlbeneidtbyji 

so)i^^p^. j^i^^^io^i. is .x^j te- be^,di$pdled> .or ; jmnoiiftiA/b 

by impartial reflection. Though friendship^oheiisii^io 

an4^ti^]^rQQ6B:exeu9ey aad society may flatten^ or^t 

le^st i^^^buk^ .u%,,aB(d aU this because > our tmni^:>> 

gre^iSi^9QS qf thougjla^ and many both of oui^. aetfoaafli 

an<^ 9P)j^onS;^, am,, bidden irom thet Qye ofr mBMy-ftds 

th9\\gi^^it,may'be s^so true, that education^wsomls^ 

op j];^Qi^ ,&9^5 prudence, . and affi^on, . and the i dftrfjot-fi 

oriuj^fiefr influence of rdigion^ have actuaUgr;;reTi;o 

stra^Li;L^ US from very- ngiany «vils, and engagad t:ttstr 

in. xnany (duties, thus abating th^edgi^of ^elf-^reprct^x 

— -j(<^.whp can take a 8crutinizi»g;ireli^9peet of'life,ni 

or^^^pf a^y minuter portioa of k&icourse^wi^i^it 

kn()Y^pg,, .lyitbpat fe^Ungy.thatjbefiore. t^isOraniaeieato* 

Holiness which '' looketh on.cthe beavt/' we- «tw^i 

selfr^.^Q^^e^'/ep^py^ of '^ an'? and pliable to <ff.jud^ 

m^ ?";.,. .Wepa^ust.alw) suspccty.even^if. wler^wiotildA 

hojpf^, ^|[ke' ^ont^^y^ . 1^ present OK* foUit^ i^QisSbtmkiyyi 

to |tb^ void^ ff( ^Qf^ience and the^wm of. heaven, misigne 

nqtji ,(^jsgl^prn,.^xpia^ pa«((,td^viatioimr^ wft kdjtory^s 



OP rHfc'Oofe^ELJ f' ' ' laP^ 

that; iA their rerj nWtttt^/thede' srsCs ^di'thbtigtitl^ ' 
mttstib^as p<»fet4e6» to 'undoor annul the'formet, 
asW reoaU^ efifect»- 'which' hafve-iEdready flowed'fronr' 
themo'Ettd we><mai9' judge besidesy that sin<!$e the ' 
fuUirondf pure: jobedienca «f eteh instant in out 
contiBiied bdng^ mustijbe <iae'for that same instant 
to (Him who fireely^ imparted sind wh<dly sustains ■ 
it^ / thtee* would be ncnigfat' to^ ^porcy even ' were it m 
aviaibble; toward the: long reckoning of 4^mpensatidti' " 
oritoiendsv,- ■ J'-"' V" 

^Bnt me feel moreover^ that were this othei'wiscfj'' 
sjodiwonld there be somie redundancy of present 6t ' 
intiiided- obedience to transfer to the great arrears' - 
that.i^iich could vindicate to itself any compen- 
saAoryivorth, must be of a very different quaUti/ 
fnlttt'iwhatoure'now is^ and from what in this state "c^ei' 
cati*iia^ it will ever be." - We feel that our attempts 
at^^Kx^toibnee with the inadequate standard 'of t»ti- 
scieiK!e(itself8o unfixed and partial), — and AiS'eV^* 
in -rteb cUrfectly religiowB^^-'^-eLre at many times lib defsd- ' 

tivtyjriiyj sodeeply intermingled with etil, ^ ffearfiilly 
to^iiu^nent-hr the very performance of presentxlblfyj' " 
tfalbfWeotmt of present offences. ' ' ' ' 

l^if anxi^es; therefore, are hotgrotuidless but just. 
Mcfeit JHstly have they urgedyou to desire knd seek' 
s(Mm*4!ffib«»ouE^tetii^y for sift atid sorrow.-' Without 
empteyktgdn the analyisis of m^ytives; tempers, and 
actiom^ any excessiyerrlsfiitement dr rigour^^^thift i!^" 



* 14 I. — vAitftt^ A'Sfi)' CKEDIBILITY 

' W teon^k tK)siikml-a4iitilt!j(»liefd' and eUn^e^jelft- 
' <eoni Ogaibdt ui^;akip¥^^Ud hhei^ita^iribikMbHiti^ 
-tl8l» > We heai^, to did that upKgfrt«nd'*4n^^l«felri:^• 
W^«?dt, Who was faf TfesS ehlighfehca'by-««<tttl*'fe^ 
•toticnk;'th!efitwfUlqtt<$ty«'iWiilWara%ltt^ ''^'Hiiiir 
ihoifldiiiflii be JTkit ^vHlTGbdr— ^hdtMV^f^ 4ttS- 
iper dfthe et^yrttdllawyui^ds^W'to listen'tilftteifi^iai- 
ijhMttiob-bftheglbrlotiss'^d: It fbrtlnds'^<^'a^i)Igs 
»<y<«i tbl)6^fetafied dt'hren Itkllea by thbsii' falttt ^HfiBs 
•cifrits i^rcies/ amidst which th^ careless ar^"6bi(teii^f^ 
"Auiilb^i !i Jrcmrpts ;jrttu to explore, witfe 'j^eW'^kd 
fWWihg'fedmfes<hess, the essence of HeavehV'i'Klft- 
' ^pA:^l6n •to#ardfe offending man. Pray 'thslt i^6u *Wfey 
'IW thns broiight to "^^ b^hbld*" with such c^Arfc^^r^&t 
-hitel^^-afe^U Vivid sense of pergonal' nec^kit^'''^- 
ii^i^; 'that snpreme display rf loving-kindifes^; ^* file 
iUmbOf God ' which takfefth- a'rt'igty the j^'of'tfee 
H^hMf the oner oblation 6f ' ' ' " "'J ''"^'-'^'^ 

,,^ ,,, . Loy9.90wheKatobefpwi4.1(^tlu^4ivm.'.'.. ». i*,,,) 

,1, Tbw has it been with all wbo.ieelUigly beUei^<tbe 
^[pap^}. The consciousn8i96 •of naoral demerit$uid' spiii- 
:l;ual.ins4;i{fficiea2Qy^ — not a nominal and listless^ assedt 
t<^, tbi^olQgioal.dogmas^ but .a .geQ^inl& ahd-ideiip 
fpfHiKiationyTrrJhfis prepared, ithe h^rtUnAjweirtiywiAi 
i^dfmngMQxkdeijsBaA thankfttlneaB that ^.ttfisp^akaUe 
fift/y th^j gift of jremi«ei«iii reuov«ti<mi and etdroal 
rjPjr^iintKaMreiKil byr a^ Dtvine* Redetoifir, i andi jfor the 



i}^}f]|(', bis /*,t)ne jgffwipg>!' i?»ely ftn4' .^b»n4a«»dy 

.i^^3ci;iptuff», ,1ii|i.t.,wJkiw,ia.Sai^^ of imn»ea$uimble 
jf^fja^y ia wlv^ (PUT .Artuire , wa^ myi^teriousjy. one 
5^ ^ $Uyine» ^ibj^scd |bi?i»s»lf to the depth? of ,V3^- 

5J9^ j8ii^flEe$riog •* |t<;>,, bring. wuotQ God;" thm W^^ 
^j^f^li^if^.^ jewdlesfji boundlesie . triumph, and.vwJU- 
^(5f^^pi3i„pf th^, My. attributes and ri^UfPua,; {rieigi^ pf 
,_^^,, Most, fliglu AU that shack to. xmrf^ jpt^r 
I J^i^^b tk^- uniYerse — all that wndermi^ng ^\ jRpd's 
jji^ect.gpiYej^ent and of the stability of hi^]iaisf)pa- 
^Ij^.jijijieg^tiipn:— which would. els© (as far ai^vepan 
l^)^ Iffl^vefli^cpssarily followed from witnisssi^ithe fidl 
^^rg^>^^^ ofmi^tipUed and great transgrjessooii^bas 
^j:^ this^tHPf^^dpvts expedient^ by these ^■'. unsearcb- 
,^f||ble|^,ric;l;ies";of IpvQ and condescensioPi been, glo- 
riously precluded. The. patriarch's awfiil difficulty^ 
already dted^. •" How should man be just with 
God?" recelvteifite' illustrious and joyful solution in 
4he'&dl9(k]idprod[a»alati<ms6f the new cor^usitht^'an- 
hcnpnbiiig^itocnieii and angels that God cab it^Qnl^e 
tbe^^jjtff^i andtthe justifier of him ttoct b^t^tii in 
fjfeiusi'^i Weiperceive, and all beihgs* who^'O!*^ spi- 
(fcibually; awake niust participate the tk)iugbt;'i|fhat!ithe 
jiDkEokBpp^le evil of sin^ the satcred in'flexibiUty of 
r justice^ the heavenly ^pcoreminehce pfum^yy iai« 
•4II di8|)lliyed.by'this ^^onesacrificei^^ &i kngung^ 4t 



16^ 1.— VAL-i^t-'i^byfefeAyBILITT 

whlffi'ith^' 'tJiiivi^tsef ■itiiislf ' '" rtjouie^ With ' trembliiiff.'* ' 
Othet' Witer^i hoWevei', bbth' of ' bWfer ' iime^ an'do^' 
odi^cJiW, hate d«rfelt Oii't^e illU^tkition of ^e'&n^" 
pM^iWohs by tbe 'Atoheknelit; Wiiti ' so inui:Ii' ' idlcnr^,' 
birth of argtutoehtative- dirfd' ei^rimeritaOi "s^ngfe^' 
thdh I eould bfiiig to'thik gteat'siibjecr; that I's'feiH? 
ndt'dilttteroh ft^' and'shtmld/pgrtiapS, hSVe'tfone s^' 
b^fer"by^ coBfltiJii^ tiiy^'to Soifli6 citations"from'' 
tmA\'*'''lM tis'i^thefturh' to k'jwintWIilfcl'^m" 
thS'tetysttefagdioiftbeilr faith and dbpth of 'theuf" 
fe^n^, Ihojfe writers hafe but itibre Ktrely and m<k«'' 
\\0if ■■ fonbhed. ' T taeUn the credibility <if tbis ^m- '' 
trHie Uiiiid^ it* acknowledged ihconteiVabm^fe;-"""" 
'Bfjr6htself'if triay not seMoin b6 ex^l^n^i!^'? 
tHAii^ ^Tdoin' if at all acknowlklged;'that'i^iBf*^ 
ai?dftoh'di-e overwhelmed and dazzled by ''the'h^igttf'^ 
of tMfefgi^at arigument."' And they haVe tefedniy'yg^*! 
pefhS^jiil fn^bportibn, strangle as' that tiiay seem'iii ^^ 
firy^'ifte^', toiyoot increasing 'beM-and iiitei^t'iii^ei''' 
Wfiife'i^du hdird' of thfe htimifiatidn^ah* 'feafcHiic^'^'' 

tMiAmiitiXfc Woiti Coldly and thbii^MteslyM"<y'^ 

meftl'sklfement' bf a fortrial creed ' oi* ' cbtifesabri,'i-yft^^ 
mayHiii^e excitted Kttle or ho dooBt, and 'iiVib 'BM'^ 
or hi/'sUrptls^ \ foi* -^isat mind may never" hkWi ^feMeA " . 
seriddMir- dn-'^he idea, dr' tried to exiJatiiate'iA^'itf'* 

h layman «na a moram/.'^See Note A. 



vastii68& But since you . became in some degi^, 

awakened to its infinite moment^ as a Divine Act on ; 

which^ and, on a belief of which^ eternal interests 

hinge and are suspended, you may have begun to 

fe^l at time;^ as if that which is " too wonderful" to 

gnisp^were ^dso too wonderful to credit and rely on. 

Ia.^A2« lil^ewise^ as well as in that sinking of the 

heart whicl^ the distresses and presentiments of life.. 

induce, there are those who can deeply sympathize 

with you; who contemj^te with a sort of be-. 

wildered feebleness these " deep things of God/'- — 

like I one , who should gaze upwards at a mighty 

comet, gr. downwards into an ocean-whirlpool, till his 

gi^(j[j^ ama^pment almost questioned the reaUty of 

tl^e, sc^i^e.. But let me remind you, that very much 

of,this^ {^nxious, incredulous astonishment would be 

probably produced at facts far less "unsearchable". 

tl\^ tjbose '^ deep things of Grod," if it could be once 

suppji^pod t)i^t a great interest was connected with 

th|E^.,apd wiih our real belief of them. Take as 

aq^iost^UQe a familiar fact of modem philosophy, 

Yfp at present may never question the annual, and 

diurnal motion of the earth ; but readily b^Ueve, 

without much attention, and with as little of hesita- 

tioiiL or. surprise, what certainly is not taught or con- 

.1 firmed by our senses, but the contrary, and therefore 

^^ ; tests solely on scientific proof or testimony, — that we 

are hurried through enormous spaces hourly with 



H^ I. — VAj4lI«ai|JII>l CHEdWBILITY 

niil^FQlogeGiOr. fvoiplMcimlAm^ibhf aspire ypi^iUnit 
y^WE'^goQdbealti&^aiiti'lbngelvity^riOf the/iruitfuloM 

the jeality...aiul p^rmaii^tice d£At]^^>tootkitt (lyftieli 
thej aotikally . iia)> > i but ) likevrifle \ oiv y^ut \ ceoiSinmi 
^SQxaa^Mirf^.of'itBir00i!^ woilUt. tb<9»!Qefonlti 

G^ilemidato iW^B cmiifot4ou1^^]wkh:ailtefed ti^aO^is 
aiMk{fe0ling9w ;^<>ttiirQjuild:CQiisider,.11)e .great! wenl^ 
r]^ijUkri699 4]f itbi^tiinm^B^' yetqi:Mite.unperaeh^ 
^fiSdk[\^ejiQ^yi^ aud the total abs^^xie of ;se»$tUe 
l^roctf .for it»(ivith : a painAd ; acdidtude. DoubtawouU 
harass you whether the fact itself were >€cediUe^airii 
sumii fmd then/ < (aa a oonsequence <ol snioh ;{n€ur^iye 
dtobts^'fc^ars 'wheth^ your beUef : i» it);weiie sufl^ 
ciently genuine and steadfaist ; and tbat^rthereforiV)^ 
i^rin^teirui^j^youmustbemca^e <)rlete lobiioxioiH tc 
dii&'disas^u6 /penalties, u Yet )t)iiv -faith iitir tim^ 
tmt^ igrounded as it then >would bei on .the best n^sbi 
imolLlion> which^ you ,eoiild institute of'phdleig6|dik 
propib Bnd::tesdmome8^) Woiidd be in- its aotualictlli^ 
|racjlieF{far> inwegienuime/^and- pravaleiit,. i 9Ktni<^ j«]3 
t)i(e,^sapdau8i4oubt ami^wiak^ whi^|jp 

¥a4fdi)aindidjialurhed youi.tban tbatBlight^>|)4;i^eiiiterf 
Jl^p^ undoubting oredeoce^^wlUch iwasigiTieni whib 
yfdfU)felt^(^{>ei}^al interest leitlaM^.lR^ o«>0¥ 

Al?HefioC>|[t4i^ And^ whiebiimay/ibe^yino^e^ c^mot^ 
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lMM»>ffi«Bive and unopposed^ become active and pre- 
vaiKni^ but the &et itself (ef the earth's motion and 
onrioWii) treie not a whit the less Ime and certain, 
kmcaiuBit it seemed grown Jcss credible while it was 
lleddfy moee hdieeedL This fact of our amazing 
bo il KJIitta journey through the heavens, — ^by whicb 
1 ^A^jtmaMCL 2tDA imagination (in the case supposed) 
I ilflsifiir lUore astounded now than they were hereto* 
ft fillft;' jtet because of our deep interest in juid atlen- 
« tim 40 it^— can surely lose no iota of its truth and 
b iktteinty hj this our new acquisition of astomshment, 
di hfaf'^even by our enoountering the incursion of 
lA ikobtB before unknown. 

^\i ^'iBut'^iftiuskindof illustration should appear to 
ift yiiaiiot well suited to our purpose^ I would invite 
!^ I JM tda different train of thought. 
\ " 'J^ RttnBBiber that whenever we contemplate Deity, 
hti «d the ways of Deity, we inevitably fmut oontem- 
si fttte MiMbutes and manifestations '^ dark with ex- 
m Mli|if»lli^^" When we recognise the very bans 
rfUladigkin> the one creating, protecting, and pro* 
Uidili^Oodheady — this, however elementary it may 
iftl h tf to minds that acquiesce, by a sort of passive 
Inij^^ doCffeines early inculcated, without address- 
ii|^7tef:tiM9ftft any active eocereise of thought^ is in 
tdbat tiOi JlcUowledge diat which supremely and in- 
(hdtaljp ^ p tB Ut l h knowledge." It is to touch and 
i;| iimtitkgmt'lb^ mystery which must remain inscni- 






2^ I. — VALI?«:cjA3?P <«l^DJ3ILITY 

^enee, ?and. fiilfil his. j^MrpQ3e lof i ^UfiusiBg th^^fji^ 
wbic^ coflpsi^ in ^exuts^jboa^. .Now,, i£.tb« utti^VilM! 
of boliqess^^f equity^ of ,nu>iul'kuidaiBss> jbe &r vippfl 

of a lower beneficence^ — and if the order aa4 feli?^ 
oC,^e>w]tiol^.»(ural €r«fati^n b^ a far h%her end tiUfJi 
tbp,.s^n;5iti^,.lvell-being.of.8ome inferior creatures»7nr 
t\^,w)^h,^^ef:^ XQ& 9islk, would sieem more fit,, p,4ori 
c9):)g;^oiis(i ; tbat the Mind which compreh^ds ; 111^77 
ni;^ .^a4 gf^P^ ^ ininds^ should at each in^rtwti)^, 
aftt|^atj^ig;th^ pvd3e3 in a sentient ^tom, ipapf^^^ 
li^, ^fpugh an invisible worm, or. watching ;]j^ 

nv)tion,flLq4 sustenance of "a sparrow rliiOi^ ^tj^ 
thJ^.9a;i{i^JpfiAite Mind should assume jntQ, ,^m^9§, 
1^ itj^, ^^ nature, lowly, fr^, and d<^endef4,likffl 
thp^jQ, .y^ ra.tional, spiritual, and sinles^-^and^^jg^f 
nify^l;^ nature into a cap^ty of xiieritori<»^,^2i(^ 
fering, in order to demonstrate, in a]l.wofld^,{f^ 
fpr evf^^, the infinitude of divine righteousme^ fifid 
love, byi^iqd^^ming human milhpns to imJUprl^liJRy^i' 
sucid C9(ii;ifinmng in holy blessedness the c^uf^lles^l 

spipi^ ufii^en ?. - ,= ■'.^•iHmmi 

Imagine, fqr a moment that wo inhabited a ataj^^i 
wb^r^^, while apprized of the myAteriou^ entrance jjrfi 
sii^.gi^ qIbH its dire effects, into, this dJ3tant;(^i^b&> 
we h|^ np^kno^l^ge atall of^ny orgimx^J^SLUm^i 
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€flM>pltheirational andsjnritual; where all meaner 
alid'feferior Ibnns of life, or semblances of it; were 
^ClMrfa-faet excluded, or kept entirdy latent; so 
tildt'the formation or sustentation of sudi by the 
IMly, could only be jmiposed to our reason as a 
tlhhij( posable, or to our faith as a thin^ actual in 
s^IMI other region. 

'■^^oidd we deem it less probable when there an- 
nou^l6ed, — that the Infinite Spirit in whose love and 
twNiesa we saw unnumbered seraphs exulting, 
wbiild deign to unite with himself a feeble, mean^ 
add^Bufiering humanity, in order to rescue honour- 
dfly'axace of immortals, and fortify the holy bliss 
of IeQI^c happy creation known to us ; or,-— that the 
siUi^ Itifinite Spirit, full of glory and felicity, sur- 
MbMed by innumerable spirits, emanations from 
hbl^Mm '■ exalted nature, should deign to call into 
btfig; and uphold through all the moments of their 
q^teneral existence, countless microscopic forms of 
ittflinated matter. 

^'* Which of these acts of Deity, may we believe, 
woidd be deemed beforehand the less credible — ^the 
lett*][)lt)^rticmal to the Eternal Majesty — ^the less 
intelligibly befitting Him who is '^ glorious in holi- 
ntes;"* '^ wonderful in counsel," " excellent in work- 
iiigl^ We may I think conclude, and rejoice in the 
cMdUsion, that there is, antecedently, for higher 
nMMl' probability in the one great mystery of re- 
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demptkni, whkdi is ianailbkj nnh\kn», ibimilk^^ 
unnumbered mysteries of creatkm and p r osmv K ti ift, 
which are invisibly mmute : that the stnu^ l ift tA 
tions of the microsoope^ if they readied us by'^inere 
testimony alone, would be mors startlki^ to ''fiMi 
than the revelations of the gospel. ^* * 

Let one more supposition be oon^del^d/^wMidi 
mi^fiirtfaer assist us to rebuke our o^wn inored^li!^ 
or. hesitation on this great subject Suppose that we 
were creatures entirdy unacquainted with' the 0Kis(- 
eooe and possibility of ecU, — of sin or sorrow, pain or 
death ; and were apprized by a revelation of mere 
testimony, that in another world, made and gov^nM 
by. the holy and beneficent Being whom we perfiMdy 
and intensely loved, there had entered and prefaMHd 
£br ages, dreadful guilt and keen remorse, and dMnr- 
sified suffering and terriUe destruction; "■ It inij^ 
be! difficult to convey.to us by description a dfeMt 
notion of those things, but, as far as they were under- 
stood, would they not be of all things the most incre- 
dible ? Should we not be ready to tell the tfpostfe 
who revealed them, not merely that he declared 
things " too wonderful,*' but that he must have bees 
himself deluded by some fri^tM dream or phan- 
tasm of events, utterly inconsistent both with aM 
our personal experioice, and with all our knowledge 
of the adorable Godhead ; unless, indeed, the very 
existence pf such an imagination might painftiUy 



lll^tiiijr^ iM^ <faiiiHftlP . or .'ilaefirhere, the' possibili^ ^>f 
WStmn diwlfiiVj»baage: tiU then- uneonceiTed f Ym, 
tl^itithuigeu.wUchift that supposed posdtion were 
iiljitt^ciiiclkbl^i/ would be fiMSti the while ; and, to 
illhil!ai9:fag3li(.fQqperiiiieiita% familiar and lamentably 
sure. Will it then be argued* that the great remerfy 
MMleiiti^ us^fiMr all these forms of evil, — for ^ilt 
«(A;iwi«ii.for remoiBe and miseiy and dertrueti<m,^ 
b^ffMter.^ii^asiiig in itselfy .is tnore mcredibie tban 
tjtfm '«ery',ikota would on mere testimony be, whieh 
W^i thus know and feel to be indubitably real? 
Jfif^ef, i^ioot the provision of this anuizang remedy, 
^ifaatiq«sedible than would be (in the case sup- 
dfl80d)>^ the introduction or ingress of the terrible 
di|Maa]| 'Fori is it not eminently consonant to our 
l^^iltfan. the suhlimest perfections of Deity, and 
9||jl|;ted-to estaUish and exalt that belief, which the 
pffpralenee q( «vil has^ in all ages tended to darken 
^9^:f^rt«urb, though it never could subvert ? 
^yWtw^T then we meditate the Being of Gk>d,~^-or 
l^fl^vidential and universal agency,-*~-or the exist- 
nSfPi^ evQj-rreach of these mysteries strongly re- 
lisrearimr distrust of '' the mystery of godliness.*' 
ffittli;|hi^ IbWOuld presume to accommodate to this 
||pt,;aQd leftist topip, the apostle's singular expres- 
^^ , *' np(, ^fiitaid with any amazement." There 
^.,a 4^epei«9g ^' amazement" inseparable from 
^(KKfv.f^.nore adoripg.. thoughts of it; and a 
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holy fear> allied to such amazement^ which wiQ^ 
nevertheless, be the guard and the support of 
love and, joy. Who is not ^^ afraid" at the awfiil 
equity of that divine tribunal, which can remit its 
penalties only in virtue of a divine expiation ? WHo 
is not '^ amazed*' at the imperial fulness of that love 
which dispenses nothing less than *' life eternal,** 
the proper and conmiensurate " gift rf God,** the 
purchase of his own voluntary inestimable sacrifibe> 
yet a free and complacent largess to the self-de- 
spairing ! 

But let not these truths, because they produce 
awe or amazement, sink us into faithless distrust. 
They are intended to accomplish far other and hap- 
pier ends: to humble indeed, but to cheer also and 
excite and invigorate the heart. My view of this 
"glorious gospel" would be blameably defective^ if 1 
did not lead you to meditate on its admirable fithiess 
for accomplishing a blessed transformation dn the 
character of man: in this respect as in others, I 
hope it may be shown, that what has appeared aiid 
still appears to the proud " foolishness," do^' in 
effect vindicate itself as worthy essentially of the wis- 
dom and the majesty of God. Assuredly it does so, if 
in fact we find, that by a cordial believing accep- 
tance of this *^ unspeakable gift," while fear shrinks 
from it, and self-conceit revolts, and unbelief averts 
its half-closed and unwilling eye, there is wrought 
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in ourselves or others that moral c^ange^ which, in 
proportion as we know our own hearts and spiritual 
capacities, is found indispensable to happiness ; the 
eesenee and the earnest of '' salvation." To show 
that. this, .change is really produced^ I might offer 
brighl; CKwnples in the history and character of dis- 
tiiigis3hed believers. For thQ proof that it must 
ne^ds be more or less expected, according to the 
measure and exercise of faith, a few considerations 
will^ I think, suffice. '. 

To *' believe with the heart," that in order to the 
remission of our sins, it verily ^' behoved Christ to 
suffer," that the." Word" who «was God," truly 
aiasumed our nature into Godhead, ,and in that £^« 
sumed nature became '' sorrowful even unto death," 
in order to redeem us from a guilt which could 
at no less cost become gloriously and divinely par- 
dcmabl^ this surely is to believe, (in so far as the 
reality of the belief extends, and its exercise conti- 
nues,) that sin is an evil of the most unequivocal 
diaiBcter, and of intense malignancy, for which all 
creation could provide no cure; which even Om- 
poteQce itself' could not fiiistrate or subdue, without 
taking, to itself, in that strange conflict, the very 
attributes of weakness. 

Is it then possible, that he who in any measure 
really believes this, should yet deliberately love and 
fAoose sin, should account that which he knows to be 

c 2 
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sinful^ija so}2rce of true enjayment, or> indeed^^^stef^ 
it anything better than a seductive poison of! the 

soul.?. ... • , ■ ... ^,^ „^ ,,^,.^,y 

Nor 13 it less evident, th?^t to belicjv^ ^witb. (tl|^ 
he^art in that ^ heaven-descending |)JLty whidji^^^xsofgr 
plished such« sacrifice^, — ^ia that generou^,lf)5Vj^Hvl[ijj^ 
could, pot desert the wretched at their f xiti;i^9&^rn^<;|^' 
n^n thf^tf blood;]Pir.hich cries with impassi9;[ie)4^)p^ 
Q^ss to.pach fajlen <^fiender, '^ thou ha^t^ ^ de^^^igif^ 
thys^, but ini^ie is thy help," — in thatfree^ mui^f 
cet^i^^ which, not content with the purcha^ ;pfr^f^ 
opstly pardons, holds out to the victims of^ tr^^^ 
grwojt?, 8^ celestial and eternal joy, — ^thi8.js^t6^j*;5j]lj^ 
Uev^<,iyjy^ the heart" in a Benefactor, wh^^jcla,^ 
tp 01^ love and devotion, eternity, so &ir txpfif^ WiF^ 
iij^gs.^^ but augment and perpetuate. rJ[^i^VjP9^ 
9ii^ therefore, that the beUeving mind slu^i)^ pffi, 
by adoring ^elf-dedication, respond in SG^meflj^}^ 
however inadequately, to these oveipowering c^^fpfi^ 
Can we, take at the hand of heavenly merqy S^/iftr 
corrmp^b]^ inh^tance, in lieu of a merited i^e&tf^ 
tiw, and ^el no love, no devote^ness, to^ard^ i^jp 
tihajt stooped .and agonized to random, to |Einric^.j^ijD^ 

tO«X^t318i? . ^ :)<i{,i Of 

Here thea.are the two master-spn,iigs,pf,inpi;ajl^ 
novation-T-ay^rsion. to sin, as a source. ,qf.mj§fBi}^ 
awfully oppQS<s4 to the divin^e nature and will ;i—|0:5a% 
All attachment to the Great Deliverer frpi^ i%» l^iv^df 
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the ^ver and exemplar of holiness. Both are ne* 
^tliBbsiiy r^ults (if there be any order in the consti- 
tution of the human soul) from cordial faith in 
C%lr£^V'atoning sdicrifice : and since the same scrip- 
tfiife/^hiA reveals this sacrifice, unfolds the aspects 
andf the'^hsures of moral ey3, and the spirit and course 
l^'Whicli to pleas^ and imitate the great Object of 
dili^ latitude, it is manifest that, with the most, con- 
s^tHflMfig motives, are thus associated the most en- 
H^t^nirig rules. But even without referring to 
thd^e; we may find their principles and lineaments 
cbttt^nM and expressed in the great fact itself, 
fif&ch is the sovereign object of belief and trust. 
TO^'astchfiishing feet of redemption, in proportion 
as-if 1^ believed, not only operates as a motive, but as 
iSi'^xample and a rule. Though in its character 
ixA Hesigh inimitable by angels^ it is in it,s spirit 
ifiQI6,ble by men ; and when truly believed, must be 
id^tiie measure copied. Who, for instance, can be- 
I9^v6^in Ins heart, that he has been so deeply ruined 
attd'lki didhely rescued, and yet allow himself to 
liUMsh pride, or wilfully indulge an arrogant and 
b^ghty spirit ? How can those yield themselves up 
to sensual and worldly allurements, to luxury, vo- 
h3^A;ct6tiiiness,and covetousness, who know these to 
be'th(^ cHdins of the great apostasy, the snares and 
b^ds thkt have held our race in moral ruin and 
estrtihgeinchfit from their God, and which the Son of 
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Gtxl himself was Ibound, and scourged^ and pierced^ 
on purpose to dissolve and sever ? How shall I to- 
lerate in myself a malicious, an unfoi^ving, or a 
selfish spirit, believing, meanwhile, that to me so 
much has been given and so much forgiven ; that 
*' God spared not his own Son ;" that this illustrioas 
sufferer implored in death a pardon for his bittier^ 
foes; that, instead of exacting the penalty which I 
owe to justice, the King of Kings imposes oh me, 
by infinite mercies, a boundless debt of love 7 

Thus we cannot but perceive, that a true accep- 
tance of the '^ great mystery of godliness" is, iii itself, 
that change of heart begun, by which we must enter 
" the kingdom of God." Christian conversion is the 
real and believing view, mentally, by a spiritual and 
divine light, of that infinite atonement and free par- 
don which constitute the gospel what its name im- 
ports, — '^ glad tidings of great joy." To acquire a 
new view, — a different internal apprehension or con- 
ception of all that is most momentous, of the charac- 
ter of Deity, of the personal manifestation of tliat 
character in Christ, of sin and righteousness, of life, 
death, and eternity, this is surely to be, in spfait, 
" bom again ;" to be ^* a new creature ;" to become 
in temper and practice " alive unto God." As 
surely as conversion towards the sun expands and 
fructifi^ the blossom till then unopened, which is 
attracted by and turned towards its beams, so surely 
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the believiiig view of the gospd, in pnqpordon as it 
is uodiverted and unsiispended, must produce ** (hut 
luito holiness." And this quality will be found es- 
sential to the satisfactory character of any remedy 
proposed to you fiH* the ills of life^ and the mental 
diiBtress which attends them : because, as I have 
already remariLed^ it is the sense of moral evil, and 
of unfitness fcxr a perfect hapjnness, whidi deepens 
the pain of every temporal grief. In order to com- 
bat effectually the sorrows of mortality, we want 
those pure principles of immortal life, increasingly 
developed and consciously maturing, which are the 
jJed^ of a joy ** that fadeth not.** And it is very 
material to observe, that »o far as our Christian 
obedience springs fnxn this influence and these prin- 
dples iA acticm, the fruit will be emphatically **good 
fruit;" the believer's acts will be not merely good as 
to their fitness and utility in themselves, but good as 
to thdr prmnpting motive. Nor does it appear pos- 
sible that acts performed by men from any other 
pr^diples can be good in the same sense ; or that 
tjojo^ performed by Christians under the admixture 
or jmnt influence of other motives, can be good in 
the same degree. A mercenary, who, in ^e service 
o| nis sovereign or his chief, performs ceHain acts, 
and refrains from others, with the mere aim of eam- 
ing fi promised reccmipense, has obviously no better 
naotive than mere prudential wisdom ; and although 
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to assuage the wounds of.the qnrit; you knoir how' 
soon also they must vani^ like the mist and wither 
Uke the flower. 

Were he even conunissioned with '' another gos- 
pely" with another charter of pardon and inunortal 
gladness from the court of heaven^ how^ I ask^ could 
it be fraught with so divine a tenderness^ or charged 
with promises which so exceed all price, as that 
which has been sealed in the blood of God's own Son^ 
and invites the wretched to be '^ joint-heirs" with 
Him ! Listen then to the voice which should soften, 
if not banish, every sorrow. Rise from dejection to 
greet the " Angel of the covenant." *' Behold, He 
stands at the door and knocks." Be it yours to wel- 
come and adore him. He comes to pour into your 
bosom " everlasting consolations." If there be in 
the universe an envoy or a message that might cheer 
the most disconsolate, and chase by spiritual joy 
the physical maladies of nature, that might make 
" the lame to leap as a hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb to sing," you must recognise them here. Be- 
hold the illustrious envoy: *' the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world." Listen 
to his joy-inspiring message — ** He that believeth on 
me hath everlasting life:" so transcendently good 
and great that it is beyond our loftiest concep- 
tion : so divinely simple, that it is not beyond our 
most childlike acceptation. May we have grace, be- 
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gly^and devotedly foremve it ! Then will the 
(^ this heavenly Friebd constrain us. Then 
we '' count all things but loss for the excel- 
<^the knowledge of Him.** Then, *' although in 
[ation^ we shall have peace ;*' nay, then may we 
at length, like his apostle, to '^ take pleasure in 
cttties and'distresses'for Christ*s sake,'* feeling 
^ and death the truth and emphasis of his own 
i words, ^ Blessed is he whosoever shall not be 
led in me." 
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ON STRAINED INTERPRETATIONS OF THE DOC- 
TRINE 6f faith or conversion, which may 

INDUCE A DESPONDENT IMPRESSION THAT WB 
ARE AND PHAJLL BE INSTITUTE OF IT. 

That .'^thet gospel of Christ," when believed, ba^ a 
signal adaptedness and power to produce the great- 
est moral effects, I suppose you— amidst whatever 
pa^x^ul :doubts as to your own vital reception of itr- 
claifly t^ discern : so as to be little moved by the 
objectioifs c^ those confused or cavilling opponents 
wbp decry £uth, as if it weie a delusive substitute 
fonvmpral^ insitead of beiog, what it really is, their 
very root or basis. 

It has been no doubt a ground of hesitation and even 
of repugnanoe to many^ although but a superficial 
fallacy if examined, that when we affirm Christian 
conversion to consist iii a cordial reception, by faith, 
of " the glad tidings" revealed, our aU is thus made 
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dependent on one simple act of the mind, or even on 
a passive state of it Simplicity, to many, appears 
weak, and is distasteful. It was hard even for 
many t>f the '^ wise and disputers of this world,'' to 
receive the one law of gravitation, in place of the 
vortices and fluid medium of Descartes. There is 
much shrewd insight of human nature implied in 
the query of his attendant to the Syrian csqptain, 
which has been often alluded to by divines in this 
connexion^— *' My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have 
deiMitr* 

Yet, while the simplicity of any principle or 
means, and therefore of feith, will often contribute 
to excite prejudice, the power or tendency of this 
cannot, to any acute and understanding mind, be as 
latent, or appear as arbitrary as that of the ablution 
in Jordan. On the contrary, one would think there 
should need little or nought of reasoning, 01* expla- 
natory developement, to apprize rational persons, 
that to " believe the gospel," though it be a simple 
thing, and in the wwld's eye an indifferent or im- 
material thing, is yet in fact, and in a very lofty 
sense, the " great thing." A Naaman may scorn 
it for its supposed commonness, and a Hume for 
its supposed unreasonableness; a Julian may taunt- 
ingly tell us — ^* I believe^ is the sum of your wis- 

* 2 Kings V. 13. 
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dopL^"* and they. .wjio '* ta^t of nqioicals,*' m^.^^tj)). 
ask^ why so constaatly keep iii view tbis, owl tbU^ 
thfa/^ feitV wheiv in thje,;icript]ure,itself>, a Yfici^tj;. 
of precepts and essiunple^ are so xai^ch ur^ed pn QUr, 
attjention apjd regard. But in treating of your diS^ 
cuUiw, I have happilj np xk^ to vindic«^te ytibis gjpf^^ . 
principle from .the ppnt<^pt of 9ome>. or lh.9.:4«Srv 
pr^cifttion of other?. Youare ^ell aware that 1;^^^, 
is,4he mainTiqpring. .pf jcpn4uct ; thatthi*.," ^jf^ 
tbiwg,'' (wbatevef h^4ts.BipQplicity>). like gravifaitiofli^^ 
or.^aifii (Oj: . lig^t, JS is, ne^^dfiil" . and all^iinportaut^. 
tbat.if itiWere but. a point, it woul^ yet bfBi the, ^iJ^f^ 
i]^.poi^t;''^Aat were it but the aSair agi of a/.'.p^i^, 
mtjttt,'' it would yet alao be (soto .6peak)./^,,tbf^ 
twijpjkling of an, eye"— resembling, spirityaUyj»^.t]p^, 
very sinall and slight corporeal change^ which let^Ja . 
upon the mind a new oration. When an ocsuli^)^. 
couches, the first eye for a patient immersedt^if^ 
blindness^ b^ does but one, thing— and this a veiy 
slight ;.and siniple thing; he. merely jemoy$9. ^^. 
small ihin film : but that *'one thing" , was 'Vne^^,. 
ful;" and the removal of this little obstacle l^U^in?^ 
atonce.ahemisphere.f He who waa in dackn^e^, 
(even though, it were not , total) is as ".A.n^y^ 

* As dted in Gregory Narianien, and f rom liim by BttQeiy"-' 
Hu(t<4u Christianismey p. 117. ^.. .. , . . , 

f Or rather, would do so, if it were not requisite to guaril (in 
some cases at least) agunst the sudden and full influx of snn-llg&t : ' 
a dreumstance whidi shouM Botb^ wbeUy •vedooked in Ihe^i- • 
ritnaj analogy, _ ^ _ _ ^^, 
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ct^iufe/* "both agaiti/* as into a new woiM; 
to haa thdre are ''new heaVens and a new earth;-* 
he ti^s abroad and admires^ and is transport^ 
wttti gtat^fei! gladhess. *Aiid although the re- 
st6l^o»n *rf sight should ih'Such a case be very im- 
perfedt^' which" it frequently is, so that the patient 
see^ men only ad *' trees ^klkiiig," or the ocean but 
as'st biiisty plaiii/atid the' moon but ais a gUmmering 
lainp, stin is there a great and happy change, which 
artifi^'^fl^m one exceedingly slight elnd simple piD* 
cess/ * 'A physical conversion of the eye and ofth^ 
man'^as in that small process effected. He turns 
tow^Vd th^ suh, whereas till now he knew liOt'thiJ 
pl^ of iU rising or its zenith ; he moves to embrace 
a iilent'^fWendi' whom but lately he knew hot where 
to 'seeK, atfdindieed, while silence lasted, was un- 
c6ilikfl6\is' of his presence. Nay, the cottverdoii is' 
fai' niore'than physical*. New feelings are aii^akeni^'^ 
aild ' k hew ptkctice commences. He learns to d6 
thewbrks and ftilfil the office for which hght fe 
es^itti^, dhd thus his life of privation and vaipM-^- 
fitabieh<ei^d is converted to a new Ufe of activity and 
cottnttrt.* Those who refuse to expect, 6t expect with 
hesffation, that so common and simple a thing as 
faith in the gospel can amount to moral and spiri- 
tual conversion, or to what the scriptures describe 
as a being *' bom again," might surely with more 
reason refuse to expect that so trifling and slight a 
change as the oculist efiects on his patient, can involve 
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n^agnificenl disdosores, aw^akeaed eapaeities of actioii, 
and new diversitieB of enjoyment Sueh^ however^ I 
have remarked^ is not your difficulty. You admit witb 
readiness^ that a true foith in the gospel must needs 
be a prindple of great power as well as great sim- 
plicity; that it does amoimt to eonyeorsion of hearty 
itiotive^ ]ilds a&d prospect : and you anxiously £saii> 
from the want of decisiveness and completeness 
ii4ii^ you find in its effects^ that you possess it itot. 
This impression^ perhs^s^ has been strengthened by 
iSie tiews of some Christian writers or preach^rs^ 
who seem not to admit that tha"e can be gradatiiHis 
ov fluctuations in iaith; and of others> wha^ witbeiit 
hiding thai opinion^ appear to teach, that> iu att 
cases^ where there has been a spiritual transitian 
''from darkness to light/' there must be always Ar 
vivid and assured seise of contrast between the pie- 
vious and the actual state. By tests like these, your 
hope^ it may be^ is distressingly shak^cu 

But the illustration \i^cb has beqi now emjdoyc^ 
although you needed it not for its former puqKwe^ 
may^ as I judge, be appropriate and serviceable. tQ 
you here. For it obviously as»8ts us to conceivof^/^ 
indeed was hinted before, how it is that, some wJiWjfD3i 
we account sincere b^evers iu the gospeU.maj^;hai^ 
attained comparatively low degrees of qpiritujal a^i^ 
mation and happiness^ and may even suffer at times 
a grievous and dangerous interruptioii qt lipth* 
That faith has its degrees and fluctuations, the Im- 
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gtiage »f acripture and the experience of beUeven 
abandantly ooncur to evinee.!*^ But if faith> which is 
•im&nhy of spiritual Tiaion. be quite lauguid and 
Maqssrftict, its effects cau be but proportionate to its 
oonditiini.. If it become increasingly dim and inactive, 
itB£0l§eoti:'irfil faeless and less distinct, and its in* 
flUBio^'on our emotions and our actions will of 
OdOfM' fee enfeeUed. 

^ot Itore' seen a patient who had been couohedfor 
Uinititfesi^ with success, and this in advanced.years; 
bOti^A^ great defectiveness of sight (though not 
atKOitdting to absolute blindness) bad gradually iie- 
MMfad^'atid'the>(q)eration had been successfully r^- 
^itotod. 'I How much more may this returning dim* 
HiMiaudobseuration be fi^ared as to spiritual sight, 
Hb i^ flie mental and cordial perception of divine 
tMilgfst;' the vivid apprehension by faith of invisible 
lidiilitiidrl Will you say, that by this supposition 
we impeach the power and dull of a dmiu Operator? 
NtMf ^If I 6tAj proceed on those actual though mys- 
t^ffyljk "drenmstances and liabilities of our nature 
whidh^t hath pleased him to permit. Our Savioiu* 
gftv^Mght to the blind ecm of Timnus. Does it 
MSsbhf, thtit if this mendicant had afterwards chosen 
tdf^kiManiong the sands cf Egypt, he would have 
Vikm i^fcafbtrom ophthalmia? cnr would such a disease 

-.nil" ♦ Jj' • • , .. . 

^ .3oe ^zts quoted in ^ Thoughts on Devotion," 6th edition, 
p. 2Si^ ant remftirkslheA a&d ai p.iS^O^ 
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have disproved' tbecompletieiiets'of his ftef&ouA 
cure? It is be^nd our sphere ^tor'deeida^ iviiaA ite 
God of grace isonld effect, or eould pr^vent7''nSUsftB 
teach us^ that in -this world he allows theobjetttsftf 
his kindness to be still exposed ta hanns aendpfiijli^ 
i^iritual as weit as physical, and tobear eyen^widui 
themselves many sources of both* 'Vrhe:^spiritaift 
eye is originally darkened by ^tfae disoideiBiMiCulB 
Mien nature, and the operation 'Of eaU^rtBiing 
merey, though it take at £lra away,j deeft} mtt 
remove ^ those springs ' of inward evil . whach; anajr 
reinduoe IB' a great measure the sensual and jcbaqoi^ 
ingotoud: still less does it destn^ those- naaksMfto 
airs and motes which float around ^ or miracidousljr 
slueld 'the ^e of dlaith against th^r nitotalinfljiMM^ 
It is true, our Saviour said, and with a dimiclirck 
fer^ice to th^ spiritual life, ^^ if tfaiiie'eye be^~ebtt99 
(ftee from clouds or spots, and. in thi&sento^ ondw 
'^ single/) thy whole body shall ;be Adli of Ughfcitf 
that * is, — ^thy peiVseption of objects shall bei com^l^M 
and aU thy acts and movements be oorreotlyiigoidiMl 
by it. On^ihe ccmtrary, ^^ if thine eye be dIsMih- 
pered, (in that evil and diseasedstate whidit^estroys 
vision,) thy whole body shall be iuU of darfcuoiiKr 
But the Great Teacher here described those-cs[theili& 
opposites, between which, both physically and ^t|d< 
ritually, there are many degrees and many fluctua- 
tions. He who came; to save, had been predicted as 



'^la 'light tofthe nations; to opmi the blind eyee;''?! 
and Umaelf declared his -gracious office of an ^n* 
UgbMner;r\^^r. am. come into this world* that they 
iriiioh<(^ee >]iot- might see r"t from the immediate 
c a wwyta n (^impihich words, with the cm^ of a man 
Iniliif blind^ ' we have sapecuMar warrant for r^arding 
IkotrUad of ftniradeonthe^body as designedly en^' 
Ueioatic'Ofifais^ gvtot commission to illiuninate and 
reoBPiHtiaLdie soul. •. But the method ctf several 'in 
tb«t cias8>ofC9irist'»miracles, seems expressly meant 
tettantimatey^asi was hinted before^those ''> diverntiee 
ofiopetfatian'' ^that should occur in the spiritual cures 
widdbdiey ijtpified; Thus in that miraculous givii^ 
ofiaii^ uriiich has ; been now mentioned, the great 
BoM&irtor diose to adopt an instrumental proeeot^^ 
snob'jaa in itself niight seem even adverse to his pur- 
pQ0ef;<r-tbie anoiiiting the sufferer's eyes with day y 
aocbi^thmi enjoined him likewise to employ other 
meaitfv' ^^ Go/;wash in the pod of Siloam>" as if to 
iwtilqate tbeseiseveral lessons^— 4hat the light of truth 
aadigfpodiBaybe conveyed to the dark hearts which 
"cihfeGod of. this world hath bUnded/' through wx^ 
cc^fvitsri^reparatoFy means; that what may seemaoi 
obflteiiGlion tet spiritual lights an aggravation of spi^ 
ritPMirdiseaady may yet be s(»nedmes strangely in-' 
sbf^HMo^jto the cure; and also that the subjects 



46 ir.— -DocTanri: of faith 

(^ enlightening mercy may li»ni8dveB be call^dito 
perform the part of diligent obedience io enjraied 
meansj in order to the first attainment of th&'bk^ 
ing. We find in the cure of another Uiad^quw^ 
at Bethsaida^* not only some outwani acta .»p4if 
formed by his Restorer^ but also a restoration wbtfjli 
was distinctly and purposely graduak II mas 
only by the second imposition of the hesding bands 
of Christ, that his sight became strong to.discem^dl 
objects ^'cieariy." On the contrary, in the c^saiHf 
Bardmeeus, the miracle was the result of much ifve- 
Tious impoi^nity, (which in the former instanees 
is not stated) — was accompanied with no otfasr 
means prescribed to the subject of itr-^was in r itself 
immediately complete, — and had this effect^ Bo^.ksB 
immediate, that ^' he followed Jesus in the wajri'tf 
So the removal of temporary blindness firom Saultof 
Tarsus, appears, like his spiritual conversion vrhUti 
preceded it, to have been suddenly entire ; tlioiigfa 
the Saviour who wrought it employed jonly thetk- 
puted ministration of an unknown disciple. ^Ab- 
suredly, such marked 'oaiiatumM in the method of 
those ^^ signs," than which none were more signifieant 
of the Messiah's spiritual diaracter and offioc^j: 
may well prepare us to expect much greater diver* 
sities in that higher process, by which the spiritually 

« Mark viii. 22. t Mark z. 46—52. 

X John L 9. and is. 5. 39— 41. 
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«<^^blinded!' are brougliit *^ boat darknessl to light ;'* 
greater ia pi^oportkni as tha blindness of the heart is 
a disease more deep and.lateat^ yet disdosing itself 
lijr Bymptoms far more Tarious; aJ3ove all> as it is 
Iftevnse a vduntary disease^ which Ihe patient at onoe 
disbdiev«s and cheriehes. It were indeed yery pre- 
mimptnous to deny that there have been and may be 
maokf Christian conversions aa suddenly complete^ as 
the restoration of natural sigbt to BartimaBUs or to 
Paul : but it were still more- so to doubt that tbo 
same happy 4sfaaiige is usually e^ted by successive 
means^ and by a far long^ gradaticffii ikam the cure 
of those eyes»; which the Saviour only onoe retouched 
ere they saw with ** luminous clearness." Still 
more presumptuous ; since facts would more laigely 
refute it : since also the previous reluctance or in- 
di&renoe^ whieh in the subjects of bodily disease 
were unheard of^ and the neglect of prescribed means 
and precautions which among them was likely to be 
rare^ do manifestly exist to retard (as far as divine 
merc^ aUows such unhappy counteracdons) the gra- 
dons work of spiritual healing. When^ at the first 
toueh of pity from the Great EnUghtener, a beam 
of heavenly truth has reached the darkened hearty is 
it found that a persevering importunity always 
Misues^ a persistive earnestness like that which dic- 
tated the ancient petitions, '^ open thou mine eyes 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law," 
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— " make tliy &ce to dnne upon drrserruit^-^^Bft 
up on me the light of At aranteiimccs''— or'Attt s 
ooRespondent attentiveneaB isahriTscsennsedifistb 
revealed injuncdons and irvrmngs? WheAer'thef 
case be one in whidi the fiist entranee of ^piiildtf 
light is so povmfiil as to amount to eoDvenSm^crtt' 
wluch its feint d^^rees can be deemed but prsiclfr^ 
sory^ is it found ibat the night-damps tif wwhftf'M^ 
ciefy^ and the blinding dust of secular cares, at^ 
shunned as far a« joay be compatible widk diitjtf 
If experi^iice assure us that these can gricfvollil^ 
impair the most confirmed and dear pcf fl epti o ttl' tf 
divine truths how much more the incipient and tite 
feeble ! Admonitions to *^ watch and pmy'* ai^'yfN' 
tually reiterated in multiplied forms thronghDbt aB 
scripture^ and this in reference to every condftidn'df 
the mind^ from the first feeling of "Spiritual darlbuM; 
through each vicissitude of partial light, otf to Hif 
hour of those happiest irradiations^ which may meet 
the vigilant bdiever at " the gate of death.** These 
admonitions are surely as legible and as imperative as 
that question which invited and claimed the reii^md 
importunity of Bartimasus, « What wiU thbu' I 
should do for thee?*' and as that direct commttifc 
'^ Go, wash in the pool of Siloam/** which, in ianodnor 
instance, was annexed to the act of merby^ I( 

* Lukemii, 
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dierefore, .revealed invitadons and injunctions be 
renuaely complied with^ must we not anticipate^ in 
the spiritual cure^ proporticHiate defects^ nay^ mourn- 
ful relapses ? And then, until the heavenly touch be 
sought with more importunate contrition^ how shall 
the pilgrim go on bis way, in cheerfulness, vigour, or 
safety ? Must, not rather his condition closely verge 
CHL that of one who '^ walketh in darkness, and 
kooweth not whither he goeth ?'* In such a state, 
and we fear it is not unfrequent, there is urgent need 
to be '' ilhiminated'' anew. How awfully did the 
s^f^confident apostle need this, in the High Priest's 
hall. Very lately, his spiritual sight had been 
strcHig to perceive and own his master's glory, and 
he had received from Christ himself the assurance 
that this " blessed" perception was divinely given ;* 
but the influence of the depraved world, like a foul 
and deadly vapour, unexpectedly enveloped him; 
the eye of faith grew clouded and distempered : he 
recc^nised that glory no longer, and you know the 
criminal result The change was at once wretched 
and. perilous. One would think the apostle, long 
afterwards, was mentally glancing at. that unhappy 
night, when he wrote the admonition, ^^ connect 
with your faith, fctrtUvdef^ and in the subjoined 
description of. him who *' lacketh these things," 
employed the figure that has now been used; 

* Matt.xvi. 17. 

D 
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^' be is bUnd — extremely short-sighted or pur* 
blinds — and has contracted a forgetfiiloess of the 
purification from his former sins."* Such, doubt<» 
lessj had been his own predicament in the hours of 
his distressing falL The look of Jesus was that 
healing touch which restored a gleam of spiritual 
vision, and although he wept bitterly, yet did his 
very teafs denote, that the inward eye was filled, io 
reviving hope, as well as keen compunction, on '' the 
Son of the living God/' Thus was Peter again 
^' converted;" we cannot scruple the term; since his 
Lord himself had prophetically used it in reference 
to this very ev^nt. Happy those believers (and we 
trust they are many) who have never sunk into such 
a depth of guilt and alienation ; but the need of new 
and continual light, and succour, and restoration 
from above, is doubtless felt by all who are sincere. 
Not a few would unite in the strong though quaint 
language of the excellent Herbert — 

'* XiOrd, mend, or rather, make us : one creation 
Will not suffice our turn. 
Except thou make us daily, we shall spurn 
Our own salvation."t 

Hiis to some may appear hjrperbolical : but some- 
thing not unlike it has been written in sober piose, 
by one who possessed both solid sense and solid 
piety. *' Beside the first conversi(m of a soul 

* 2 Pet. i.9. 'Tv^x^Sy /ivtural^ttv. See Doddridge in loc 
f In the poem entitled ** Giddiness." 
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from a state of nature, there areailer conversions 
from pairticular paths of backsliding^ which are 
eqtially necessary to salv«tlion. Every step out of 
the way by sin must be a step into it again by re- 
poitance.'^* You will find self-^disceming Christians 
feelingly acknowledge^ that, as in the material, so 
in the spiritual universe. He who made all things, 
« uphddeth all things :'* that were not the eye of 
fidth revisited often by the hand which first unsealed 
it, ** and from the well of life fresh drops instilled/* 
speedily indeed, and &tally also, must the light 
which is in them become darkness. 

If then you have a sense of the excellency of the gos- 
pel, a wish to participate its blessings, hail this desire 
as ''the day-spring from on high." I would address 
you now on the supposition^^God gmnt it may be erro- 
neous — that you are not yet under the vital influence 
of that gospel : but be this ever so painfully appre- 
hended,-"- be it supposed that yourself or others can- 
not ascertain your possession of spiritual light, or that 
although you have seemed conscious to its beams 
erewhile, yet, from some hidden or some known and 
Ifflxiented oaus^, they are almost quenched, — yet 
pray much, and hope much, pray with fervour, and 
hope with reliance, that they may either be now re- 
stored and multiplied, or, if not then genuine, may 

* Henry on Matthew xviii. 
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»0W:be first bestowed* It is not tor you to decide^ 
that those former gleams of truths though feiut even 
then and unhappily grown fainter sinoe>: wenQ. j|e^ 
yet the gracious beginningi of a true conversion. . - ,. 
If you have found the remarks lately oj&ped 001^ 
sonant to reason and to scripture^ you will notjo^gff 
that hope to be pecluded even when CQnversio9,is: 
described aa an ifMtanianeoua change. For iK?^y 
fully admit it so to be, without any infereobetwlyi^ 
$hoidd in the least discourage even those» who., f a^ 
biTQught the most slowly and imperceptibly ff^putitf 
darkness into marvellous light." . '- '>; \<'- 

. -If, indeed, it be affirmed, that converdon 1%^ 
ocdinavy cases, a change instantaneously ccnpjdsle 
iaiiiegreer — this is a groundless and perverted. :ap« 
oouQt (4- it> which both the scriptures and ejqpenric 
eqoe vaariously and fully disprove. But if it bekpp]^< 
Oieant.that the change is instantaneous in ita^b^gifn^ 
ning, and- so far complete in kind, this is no rpfBHf^ 
t^an I may be said of other great changes, . P^, 
]djght> for example, is thus instantaneous : t)i^ jj^ 
tfaereinu8t.be some point of time, where twilj^f; 
might be correctly said to end, and day-light 4iOiJ^' 
gin;, yet who can fix or mark the separating insftai^?i 
But imagine that it could be marked ; imagine, tlfnt; 
a. competent observer^ one placed in tb^: fit^atni^ilH 
phere and at the fit elevation, could always npte^t^ 
true moment of sunrise^ does it f<^w. ,that ^hef^iilV; 



stdsfttMftebua'taDmnieheem of 1!hir '^hatige -fhrni 
dai^ttii^i^W'lighf wcmldnot retnainr to most 'ofnSfs 
i^aiia^fMR^hWl ' TiQ^ we have, idweiys a horieoh 
without^ ' j)iM' OF*^ dbud; alwajm a ' distance without 
gMV^<^Ml,<#b<^^itiM pretend fo^addertalh it? The 
]3ti(bfilel^>dd^d6ek;'or dw^Udr od -the shore/ may ocyvf 
tfi^dPtil^ d^'-6(^^ wheii»he'WiBLtGhei»< tbe mbming twi-: 
I^^Msl^loudfees ekyy and> eati^feff the Srsf ray 
AtfliAiteotB^dverthe ocetm:^ It^ay, h^treVefr/^be 
jtMly-''d0ubfed> whether the fit^ dawn of i^t^udl 
sf0i]^4%ht ekr^i^ ^ny -oa^ be ', by man^ m ase^i^ained; 
At leasts while it is certain, that with all the'^chil-i- 
dreH'^of Kghti^the children of the day,"^- there ^as 
sddiiail^ initant/ it is probable thart^ m a * v^t nfms- 
jority 6P'ctefe$, that i'mtant, except' tb the ^lAYii^* 
scieisyii'oi^^soilaie higher created intelligeneeils^ inu^ 
b^ii^ilt^ tokndlf^n. Btit who 6£ lis wiQ doabt tkikt 
the'^Q^kteiM mn 4ia9 ris^ti; "^ thou^ be rd^e in^'iai 
vUkti'' «r.b^ fi6w break through' the dispei^siiig '4'£^ 
p<ttiM, oreveit'if we^haye still'«L>shaded dciy^ighi; 
wilH^tit any vi^# till evening of tiie oybfroin whl^ 
it^feiirA'} aiid ^ho will dedde whether tbe first ^int 
llg6t%tu^ vfeited us from the clottdedeaAt, or over 
th^ eSj^ itfttiie finest, was previous or subseqiient ta 
Ub%iMi^$<^ 'rising? If previous, still were those twi-' 
ligHt^rtiyy^ ttA- welcome pledges and its ifzrmediate 
harbingers; The commencement of this instants^, 
neous and everrreeurring^^aTige 4«^ almost always 
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unknown to us ; aqd its progvew to conq^btHMtt k 
invariably gradual 

Nor must this topic be dismissed witiiout pbrntf-' 
ing, that the fordblo figure which our Saviour 
80 sdiemnly adduced in deacribing that greet 
change which prepares the i^urit for heavi9iv^ 
the figure of a new birth, or " regeneraJtioo/'-^-^s 
viewed inconsiderately, not to say pervenely, if ii be 
thought to imply respecting that change, either a 
sudden completeness of degree, or a consciousness in 
the subjects of it as to the period of its occunwee- 
What was our natural life at the momaAt wlieii it 
began? It had an instantaneous ooipmenowiei^ 
and perhaps a completeness in kind: WX Im^w.qx* 
ceedingly remote from completeness in degree! , fUnn, 
feeble the princiide and acting of new-bom lifi^.^r 
how diminutive and helpless the frame ;-^and as Ant 
the mind, was not its existence for a time scarcely ^ 
servable, and its developement a work of years?'— 
Can an infant be shown to possess, in the first F^dts 
after birth, any distinct conamusneMM of its b^Qg ? 
Has it subsequently any remembrance, I say not, of 
the moments in which life began, but even of the ^fst 
months and years which followed? Have we Ml 
also read or heard of cases, where natural life was 
so extremely weak in its banning, or so nddy 
and tender in its early progress^ as to be quite 
doubted of at first, and often desponded of mAsnf' 
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wards> yet where int^ectoal vigour beeune rniinent 
and bodily vigour not deficient ? It it stHnewhtt «iti- 
gidar fiiat the biography of a CkrijEitian author^ frtim 
whom probably thd first hint iita derived by me 
ci the thoogto which are now insifltod and en* 
laiged on;* affiHda im iitetanol) of tiM 
I atn pefsoaded ought to aerre as an iaatfuetit^ 
illustration in respect to 9piriiiud lifts with 'ifefinp- 
enoe both to our judgment of durselv^ atld <Hir 
treatment of ours. " So destitute was he at bis 
birth tf the signs of lifev that be was tfarownabide 
as dead. One^ however^ of the attendants^ thinbii^ 
that she ][ieroetved some motioi or breath in hkn^ 
cherished with siKh assiduous cttetfa^ ahnoM mqnr*- 
ing flame of existence, that it was preserved for tb^ 
benefit of the world. From his infiuiey he had an 
infirm constitution and a thin O o hs u rtiptive habit. ''f 
Yet that Doddridge lived, and nobly exemplified hiB 
A.vourite mottb^ "* Live tvkUe you bve^" what Ghris- 
tiatt doeil not rqoiee to know and to reaaember ? A 

stHlitiare signal inataiteej of vast inteHeetual stiength 

■ . f; 

^ " Am «very sun Iommto he Was kotii iiih» tile wotU* bf :» eon- 
tciousDeM ibct he now lives and acts here, though it is iny^ombU 
he shoidd i^memher anything of the time or ct>cioitf/<mc«f in wnicn 
he was 0niprodnc«d into it— ao may a ChiittiBn Mr ,> s#i ftmiun 
aooie way or another he was horn of the Spirit, .if he caiktnice ils 
genuhie ficuits and efficacious influences in a renewed hesurt and 
life.*' — Doddr. Sermom on Regeneration^ s. 8. p. 168. ' ' 

t Kipfi^fl life •fDoddndfB, pnfiied to^ai% Sxp. p^Jc* i 
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the same trail/ and even hopeless commencement^ is 
found in the life 6f Sir Isaac Newton. /* The help- 
less iii^t (iat'^iis %irth) was ^oif such a diifhnui^Ye 
siz^^ dhd seemed^bf so'perishabte a ift'ame,* that two 
women, who were^sent'tb Lady Pakennani sio luring 
§6me^ medicine to i^^renglhen him, did nbt^expect to 

^ ' Wiih" siicn Tacts anfl such analogies "peifore "^ us, 
may we not fitly ask the scnptural quesuon,^ with 
an eye at once tp^pnysical, mental, and ^ritijuu 
oii^' aiid'inmncy— *^Who hath despii^ the day 
of smaol tnii^ f *^ Shall we not also adopt the cheer- 

passage — > 

'' ''^ Lord, it such trophies raised firom dust 

, Materials fit for theeu" i, i 

rms a^ least is evident, from such cases, and 
from \geiieral considerations also, that the ana- 
logy, selected by our wise and gracious Lord mm- 
self, in those remarkable words, " JTe must be bonx 

again, on which also the term regeneration is 

T \jrj;<;i .;-j;i'^' '^.Jl.■■•vl.l: 'in\ri ju o> -^J jhU/i- 

directlyfounded, so far iroiii even luimfymfif, ,. m 

regard to the great ' spiritual change, expectations 

either of consciousness as , to its cominenceinent, or 
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m 

qi suddenness as to its maturity, doesj in all rea- 
son, lead us rather to eiqpectations directly fhe re- 
verse. Would it be reasonable^ or would it be 
treating with reverence the comparison chosen and 
reiterated by divine wisdom^ to condudej that 
while the natural birth always presents a new- 
life in utter weakness^ — ^the spiritual birth will 
usually unfold a new life in confirmed stability 
and strength? that while in natural infancy the 
powers of motion, thought, and action, are very 
long in their developement, — in spiritual infancy they 
are at once mature? that in the great physicid 
change, the newly-born must be fostered by a daily 
Providence, cherished by a thousand human suc- 
cours, nourished, instructed, fed with milk, and then 
with solid food, — but in the great moral change, no- 
thing analogous to all this is requisite for its matu- 
rit}'? that, moreover, while it is impossible as to 
natural life that we should remember when it began, 
and was (as far as we can conceive) equally impos- 
sible that we should be then conscious of its begin- 
ning, the period of spiritual regeneration must ha\e 
been a matter of consciousness when present, and 
must be so of remembrance when past ? 

You will see that I all along suppose and imply 
the occurrence of some partial exceptions to those 
probable analogies which I have been aiming to ex- 
hibit. Such exceptions, both in natural and spi- 

D 5 
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ritual phy8]olog]r> are smaottinnes ibiuid. But lo 
either department it would be altt» abaun)* utuallj 
to expect tbem. 

And it deaenrea our attentiTe refleetion#-.tliat bad 
it been our Saviour's thi/tf parpott in the eboicai of 
a figure^ to preclude unwarranted expectatioaa^ jio 
figure ooold be easily substituted which would ba in 
that view so oonqpendioualy instructive*. -For this, 
while it expresses, in one word, with the .utmosl 
strength, tbedecisiTcoeMof the sp>rituidchang«^ oo.- 
tains within itself, in the obrious and pertly insepa* 
rable circumstances to which I have iefefred,--r4iul 
which seem to have been frequently forgotlieQ^^-Hirhat 
ought always to repress the fanciful, g^nimatiS the 
diligent^ and reassure the desponding* 

Other scriptural figures, however, and particularly 
those derived from the phenomena; of light and 
vision^ we have found to be more adapted foe a diver- 
sified and copious Himiaratian of the aame ;great sub- 
ject. 

To those, therefore, while endeavouring to impress 
what has been already urged, I shall stQl venture 
(mce more to allude^ and to say-^-^if but ^somo asiiH 
blance or prelude to the healing beams of the go^pri 
has been yet vouchsafed to you or me, left us not de- 
spond of ks heavenly origin and its happy inor^osa 
tf not even so much has been oris at present realised* 
stiU let ua not desponds but ixpplore in bopefulearfMt' 
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Though "W^ ktt emd^UAgcml, and niay lie niiii^ b^ 
pmm^ikm tmi'tai M8«Mearity> k » stfll^tiifdlaEtir 

feffl ^^lAridkiriotv, AeH it }t kr tiov<^ ttano lale> on Adt^-y qiir 
mcMl dk«iM and iiitt]M«iilifaili<}fvitf« alieaflhr itue 
graftt lufd foffMrnt^ When ''the «artli/wai^ miA^ 
out ferfj^'ond loid; tiiid dorknttss^' (prdN^ljT' .i»t' 
km^iiiid df«M^ p«»tiiiuieiio«) 'f on^ liMr^ttte^ 
dMip>"i^-iWbMl thirt wreidc, perhaps^ of a Ibrmer wHfid 
lit tfrifli^ had ii6H^ CD ft)r ag<s in liiarfBfia^M afid 
gloofti^'^thiNi k 14W thfiit the viriffiiig iMnietit obuilio ; 
^ and God teid kit th«T# be? lights and time ym 
Hght/* :<' 

Even so the gloomiestnightof sorrowand of eonsoious 
ill-desert, — in whieh, perhaps, outward calamity^ in- 
ward compunction^ bodily pain, mental forebodings 
and regrets, much unbelief, and many fears, are all 
conspiring to blacken and agitate the chaoB of ithc 
soul, — ^may be that moment of extiemity wfaidi God 
hath cihosen, when He shall begin effectually to 
rei!nove its blindness or to chase the shadows; that 
it may presently behold the '' Sun ot righteousniess" 
arisen^ and thrill under his quickening brightness. ' 

Do not perplex yourself with the query> perhaps 
impossible, both for olbers and yoifirself, to sohe. 
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whether as yet aay JBndL and HEcjtf kjw beam frm 
that great Sonreeof iafliienoe has viBtedysor heart; 
but with eamestnesB of scriptmal reseaidi and of 
demat sopplicatioii, pmsae the pramsed hkasing. 
Expect not citherihe eommeoeeBient or pro gress of 

beh^ tang^ of Gad to qipdieiid and fed with yoar 
latiooal peio e pii oos and natural emotions^ the truth, 
import, and cogen^ odhflw wonderful CMSts and 
doctrines so pr^-eminent in his word, whicfa it is of 
unspeakabfe noriiefll ftr a^ siraitt* spirituaHjr to "6^ 
cern. ' Confidently hop^ that, ^eci^rding-to dio ]^ 
deemer's promise if you ''ask,** yon shaU 'lijBeffbre j*' 
that the Great Comforter and InstructiNr, the Holy 
ax^VteaafdSi^tit^ iv«eM^€f,fedfi^;fiiiddbi 

cloe^itunto.yj^r ■- u ou i 
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OJ^^SV^VfJDlQJfS THAT F4JXB M4Y «QT J5» ^& 

NUINE; INDUCED BY THE FREQUENT QB^ERV A? 

ttoSf AirtX PARTIAL EXPERIENCE OF SiyLF-D& 

LUSICms. - ■;^-. V— - 

^♦: f ^ ^ V ."■• .. . • .. . =. ■;•.>•■>.;■ I- ■■ 

Voir ««c)me&nea institute this anxious iin]ttii^;-~if 
I do indeed appear to be favoured with a ^* little 
faith,'' with a ray of that light ** shining in the 
heart/' which should be powerfiil to cheer, and guide, 
and purify, still where is my sure ground of persua- 
sion, amidst those self-delusions, which, even within 
the pale of Christian fellowship, are too often ob- 
served, — and with some o^rrei^pondent symptoms in 
myself, — ^that I possess in reality the <' true light," 
the healing, renovating light, from heaven? Its 
occasional intermissions or continued feebleness 
would not so much impair my hope of this, did I not 
meet with examples, and these of painful frequency, 
where claims to the possessioa of it are evidently fal- 
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lacious. Have I not noticed some^ and heard of 
more, professing to have '* the eyes of their under- 
standing enlightened/' and actually seeming to fix 
them ivith a most joyful intentness on those very 
truths and hopes to which the gospel invites^ who 
yet in time of temptation have betrayed the nullity 
of its moral power, and are habitually betraying the 
extreme defectiveness of tlus, by not being so upright 
and true^ not so pure and himible^ not so charitable, 
patient^ and self-denying^ as their creed should in 
all reason make them? Knowing that such fallades 
exist, having ground to suspect that they are num^* 
rous^ feeling also in myself a pronenerti to the 
same disjunction or disprc^rtion between my pro- 
fessed faith arid its^ due efibdts^ and e:3ipefi««kni^ ^yften 
such sphrtuscl relapses^ Mich fs^ from exoteriieiit 
into coldness 'and unwatchfulness, as seem to matfk 
and brand the instability of the principle^ how shall 
1 know that the hoped-fbif ittfiuenoe^ now at hesN; io 
weak, is in very deed divine, or witt not prove, ml 
last, ineffective and Simotj?'-^ln teply to stMb 
queries, we must admit,, with deep oenceni, the ax* 
istence of perilous (IMusions, sometimesr totri^ soqm- 
times partial; aond we hovethand the disliMtrtMi^ 
ing appi^hensioBS whicb they are fitted to awdfieo : 
3ret, when you mvestigate the eharactcs' of ih&m 
most palpably ensnared by tbeoK^ you will, I thiaAt, 
perceive, that such have been willing captives^ otxh 
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tent to substitute imttgiiiatioa for faith; aod you 
may at <mce shun, the danger and «bate your d^* 
spcmdeiit fear of it^ by obserrii^ bovr much lest it 
besets the self-exaftuning^ than the sanguine an^self- 
eonfident. We cannot, iadead, hope to define or ap- 
prdbend with predsioou a* slate of miind which is, by 
this vfvy supposition^ uaetable; nayj the deoeptive* 
ness of which is in agreai measure ckiaked and hid* 
den- from the aelf-^eeeived ; but we shall perhaps 
best approach it> by eonceiviagy that in lieu of a be* 
lief and ecnktemplatipn of the gospel facts. as realities^ 
there is in such minds a tt^orj/yr-vivid. and coov- 
plete^ yet still hut a theory — of the same £afacts as 
scenic mdom : for I yenture, in this oonnesdcmy to 
use the term theory^ not in its. phUosopbic or 
familiar sen9e> brirvt in one which its etymology 
would seem to favour^ — ^the view of a theatric 
spectacle. The illusion in such instances may be 
far more perfect and prolonged^ than that of the 
most fascinsAed devotees of the drama, who probably 
have not for more than some sucoes^ve instants be* 
Ueved in> <Hr supposed themselves to believe in, the 
action and deccNratioos o[ the scene : still may the 
difieving iUuuons be mournfully parallel in this;^ that 
they lead to nothing practical ; that each is a mere 
hixvry^ a stimulant (« opiate of the fancy> but has 
ua sway over the temqpw and deportment. 
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Qr perhaps the i^ixistehce and nature 6f 'Mch casii^; 
&a:t id; of lively and zealdits views of di6 gospd 
wKch yet prove morally inefficacious, toijr be^ mdre 
ajitlir Qlustrated by that perception oT' illu'siVehed^, 
which iis found in aonie cai^ to' adddm^^rfy ^'r 
dreams. The xharveUous facts of ' revealed religi^fa 
ate vividly c6ntein()>kted and thed^ttc^y adbU^ 
atid Ibted : yet with ai sort of ocddt or ikhder {fei*- 
dfeption; that they'inay be jtotialiy, if hbt'iqfdJt^; 
unreal;' or at Idast a sten^that the beBJtfbf thMn 
by the party i^ not firiii ^nd'real : (whi6h ctfcoursfe W- 
aobi^^ tfie doubt of thefr being so :)-^easily,*l:hA^ 
fore; and instinctitely, amidst such vagtke a!ttiMg<Mft^ 
views, will fkncy select and repose oti ihdte - aspi^ctjl ^ 
^tialities, which may at once excite and sootSf^^^d- 
iiig noless instinctively what would clailtn tcPc(mtf61 
aiid regulate the heart. It may be obje(;t^ -Hiftt 
this cbtftparisoii iis, in one veiy important point, 31- 
suited to our purpose, and the infidel riiaytfetttB'ft 
fe in that point un\rittingly feithfnl : iA^stiAiirfi;'^! 
di'eanis are not only isoinetimes suspected dtt^f^i 
i^feep to bi^ unreal, but always at kst tuWJ oot^WIW 
so. ^ Not dlways, however, (let me reply) tfae^dbj^ 
(tech they represent. These are very (ift^tt'^ii^ 
i'eal and substantial. ^.i- .-mi 

Let us suppose that only one or two travellers bad 
yet visited the boiling Geysers of the frozen zone, or 
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the stupendous bumiog crater of Kirauea."*" Ar- 
dentio baa read their narratives. By some parts of 
them bis imagination is strongly excited. He dreams 
vividly of tbojse surprising scenes^ and bis waking 
reverie is sometimes almost as glowing as his dream. 
Yet he has a sort of feeling, even while he dreams 
ormuses^ that the pictures and the objects are but 
ideal : and when.awake> a prevailing doubt as to the 
veracity or accuracy of these travellers, and as to the 
existence, at least in their magnitude or detail, of 
objects so astonishing, Sophron, on the other baud, 
is a person less apt, whether waking or sleeping, to 
form vivid and intense conceptions. His mental 
visiop of these objects is less graphic and splendid 
than that of Ardentio. He has also his shades of 
doubt and clouds of suspicion, concerning the nar- 
rators and the facts, and yet he maintains a prevail- 
ing confidence in the fideUty of the former and the 
correctness of the latter. It may be objected, — what 
you c^U Sophron's real faith in these things, differs 
but equivocally when it becomes hesitating and 
qlouded^ from what you deem a delusive substitute for 
bith. in Ardentio. There is suspicion in both cases. 
If, both were merchants, and any gainftil^ though 
arduous enterprise of commerce could be grounded 

* In the island of Owyhee, or Hawaii. 
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on the fkcts»-*-if the crystals of sulphur* in the bum 
of Kirauea were described as ores of silrer, or if tht 
'* beautiful siliceous incrustatioDs'*t on the margii 
of tho Geysersy were said to possess the quality of 
jewels^ would Sophron be more likely than Ardentii^ 
to send an agent thither at his cost ?•«— I pcwume bft 
would be much more so. The doubts of Ardentio 
secretly prevail even while he is most absorbed and 
enchanted by the imagined sublimity and splendour 
of the scenes: those of Sophron chiefly intrude when 
bis mind is dejected and beclouded^ prone to qucp- 
tion. evidence and to magnify objections. It ia tfue 
that, in his darkest and least sanguine moments, \$ 
might very reluctantly hazard anything on the vera^ 
dty of these accounts; but I conceive he would bs 
far more prepared to do so> in serener hours, than 
the imaginative Ardentio even amidst his most de- 
lightful musings. 

Reverting from this imperfect comparison to the 
states of mind which it was introduced to illustrate, we 
uiige this substantial distinction, that in one case the 
moral inefficacy exists, while the objects are *^ vitidljf 
Qcmtemplated and theoretically admired/* that, ill 
i^rt, the suspicion of their not being real, is here 
combined with a lioely and dated fancy, miscidled' 

* £Uit*8 Hawaii, p. 230. f Hooker^s Iceland, i. p|>. 142, 151i 
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faith ; while^ in the other case^ it results fix>in a 
clouded^ sombrous imagination^ apprehensive that the 
objeets are not real^ or that> if real, they are not 6e- 
lieved, because discerned so " darkly." Now, if so, 
the attendant inefficacy (even were it equal for the 
time) will be obviously of very different character 
and augury: the one is the inefficacy of what 
apparent £uth there is, at its very brightest; the 
other, that of what real faith there is, at its very 
darkest; the one party may be stationary and un- 
profitable even amidst the best combination and 
brightest exhibitions of the fire-works " he has kin^ 
died;*' the other b certainly not more so (it may be 
hoped not so much so), amidst the heaviest clouds 
whidl consciously obscure and make dubious each 
gUmmering constellation of his sky. 

Or to adopt another, yet a nearly related figure, 
there may be seem as much difference between the 
view of humble faith, dim as it may be, and that of 
an elated fancy, as between a faint glimpse of the 
true sun, through or beneath a cloud, and the bright 
image of a mock sun or parhelion, an a doud : be- 
tween the sight of real lakes and palm trees, from a 
mountain top, caught now and then, and tremb- 
lingly, through opening mists and hazy distances, and 
that of a cloudless mirage, the bright but false appa- 
rition of those same welcome objects, gazed on in the 
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Ot'thia fciiv}, we need not hesitate^ Id concli^ 
l]^Kb€)99l the vQGgk>n ,or faith.of heaUienB^'fAi 

Til^ rpantbiQOn ijfemtk i^cdairyic^> ^hmret beea iitdl 
9r pnQtbiu^. ^li« (than* jet 3pectacle:o£ iikia^a8ti<nii«> IB 
drmwug TOtwiei, Aficocdingly. tiieyMpi^mion 
Ve npc^^eHiiUy southed or ftlinuiialed byt its^influeiMi^ 
but. 9tSi, rby ! fk sptendid >.rev^e, > noli a* eacnsd' realitpi 
Th^-migfet yieMi tbemselv^ to the i&isibtis dtgUfy 
or ;{»rofQ^n41y ; . bujb only^vst s^s-fyt^^AiihtAiaa ttiim 
heart concurred : they could not therefore beoOh^dbM 
in-evilior. impelled togood^ evenby what tnfcs beU in 
it»,€^^t^'j»0)for> aft some terrors vrespondmgJb moM 
cipnpfjiction»; < x)f . divuie justice^ were ma^ked^ ' HmM 
tli^ JDiisos that iancy had embodied. • BHtitittioW 
rn^ilds whose ^If-Aeception^ ^rntad^t i ^the light of 
heaxr^ly tirath> we Jiaye been seekmg- to;illui»tito^^ 
th^-igospditselfiseems perverted into soniething tiS^ 
a<is)43Unio;mythol0g|y»aitd th^ itshoty'-stsit^ 
mUatrhethe :very eoAtraist Tof 'pagkn M)l«/iyi^t^tl09^ 
hoties^ aystem; if it be but'ftt'^idly imtigiiied, stiikf liiii 
ilhsomoiinieasiirewakefldly believed/ wfll* hav^e' iitll^ 
Of'^iiov practical i|nd Gonstrainitig^ power* It^wifl< 
e||jC|^^tra8lsient 'ibelingBi bat yel>be very inopetativ^^ 
OD;l)abittid::d0pieanour«: ■ •.> 

We know that romance 'Of' fictitious tragedy^ or^tat 
ground-work of historic fact under romantic or tragic 
embeUiabra^ot, r^n produces strong emotions ; and 
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this ' even when silently read, without any of the 
added illusions of the scene : yet its real moral in* 
flueacei in producing a spirit like that which it de- 
plots a» admirable, is I suppose exceedingly small. 
Biography which is authentic, though comparatively 
unexciting, practically moves a great deal more; 
aad actions that are believed to have been wrought 
for Ofur own benefit, which moive therefore to grati- 
tude .as well as imitation, have a still far greater 
moral power, a power of combined forces, and both 
eSiBctive. 

: Here let me introduce a thought, which, though 
rather digressive, should not, as it appears to me, 
Wi Wiithholden. It was impressively stated, in a 
ppoUminary lecture, by a late eminent Scottish pro- 
fessor of natural philosophy, that the actual phy- 
sical wonders of creation far transcend the boldest 
and most hyperbolical, imaginmgs of poetic minds ; 
'^thatthe reason of Newton and Galileo ^ook a sub- 
limer flight than the fancy of Milton and Ariosto."* 
That this isquite true, I need only refer you to a few 
astixmomical facts glanced at in subsequent pages of 
this volume, in order to evince. But it is not less 

i. tajuo, and it is quite analogous, that by the moral 
wonders of Redemption, the loftiest flights of imagi- 

k itttion are still more exceeded. 

} ^'Moouicript NotM of Playfiur't Natural Philosophy Leetures. 
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Those instftnoQS of the moral sublime^ the pi 
tlietic^ the beroie^ which it. is the very promce anc 
sphere of poetic inyentioa (of romaiiee and tragedjr] 
to modd or dspct, are really and infinitely surpassed 
by the sisc^y narrated facta of Chiist's humiliatioii 
labours^ and sdf-sacrifioe. There is indeed* else 
where^ a tinsel of the false sublime^ derived freo 
worldly gauds and decoration^ from a consplesdty o 
device and a strong infusion of earthly feeling, 
which mBk» the fictions much more attractive to oui 
pride, curiosity, and earthly affections : but in the ifw 
sul>lime, wh^t can approach the facts of the go^I 
—what specimen of self-abdicating grandeur, of un- 
ostentatious fortitude, of romantic and dkinterested 
tenderness^ can be once named with the '^ unvar- 
nished tale" of the unlearned evangelists 7 

This strikes me as one strong presumptive prooC 
that their tale is true; thai the history of redemptian 
is authentic. And not merely because it were pais^ 
ing. strange, if such writers as those of the finir gos- 
pels should in their homely fictions have. left, pill 
poets and inventors far behind^ but also, because if 
their history were false, it would follow that humaD 
nature had in other instances exhibited or concdLved 
acts of moral heroism, of which there is no known 
archetype or anticipation (so to speak) in, the divine. 
The reputed voUtions and acts of creatures, and of 
veiy imperfect and depraved creatures,— such as the 
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{wttriotism of Curtius, the friendship of Pylades or 
TerenthiSy'^theconjugal devotion of Eleanora,— ^would 
have in them a generous self-sacrifimg quality^ not 
a{ipar»it in any revealed act^ nor I think conoeivable 
fay us in any unrevealed act of the Creator. My 
argument does not found itself on the truth of these 
or other such histories of self-devotement Were 
tfaey^ all fictions or exaggerations^ as some of them 
firobaUy are, still the moral idea developed in them^ 
and with incompambly more grandeur in the story 
of our redemption by Christ Jesus, would be a 
human idea of virtue to which nothing analogous 
would be known to exist, or knovm even to be pos- 
silde, in the acts or counsels of the Perfect Being* 
It may, I hope, without irreverence, be added, that 
not even the idea of mere munificence can be real- 
ized from the ordinary gifts of Grod (were they ever 
so immensely enlarged), in the same sense as when a 
mau bestows ** all his goods to feed the poor,'' or to 
*^ ledeem his brother ;'* because the amplest gifts of 
God's providence can in no wise straiten or impo- 
verish the creative Giver. 

If redemption by a Divine Saviour were not a 
troth, (if scripture were only to be taken in the sense 
of the ** rationalists,") then although power and 
wisdom would be divinely exemplified in creation, 
and amazing forbearance in the treatment of sinful 

* See this and some similar instances in Valerius Maximus. 
Kxam. Mem. lib. ir, c 7. 



72 m.-T^susFJciows that faith 

a»d iingrateful man^ we should possdss^ for «Mne oth^r 
human excdlenciee^ no express Divine Exetnpltt' 
nor even parallel. It could not be inteUigibly eki- 
joined by an apostle who should tii«g^ a self-denyillgl' 
solf^acrificing Idndness,-^' Let this mind be in yfflt 
which" is ako 'in the Deity;«— For such a miiid'lN^ 
act in Deityi would be on that. supposition iinaao^ 
tained. . -It is then >alime discovered/ when wedME^ 
covet' and recognise in scripture^ the &cty that^ ^ tto 
Word became incarnate > and tabernacled amoil^ 
u»^*^ • Its divinC' exeiApKfication (and as for as ^ W 
can jmagine> • iti only "possible exemplification)"^ 
mau^ is through the mysteriously constituted pcMdff 
of Christ ; who, ^' though he was rich, yet foi'^dttK 
sakes became pobr,*'^ and '^ being' in the fortk^of 
God,** took' on him, by some unknown ooeultati()il*'6f 
uncreated glory^ J^ theforrii of ar servant *' ' ''^' 

• Generosity and heroic love wie^e then dispkye^' 
to- the universe by 'a veritably p^iless and- gbdisyij' 
modelv when' ^^ die Lord bf Life, unable of HitiMelf 
to- die; ^aantrioed to* doit^^ f r- i 3» 

He, therefore, who rteeives as' true the' recor4-# 
our Lotd'0'«^fiait{^n^ and sacrifice; must fihd'ftlP 
oliier feiits and id^tis of moral elevation, self-di^' 
ve4)n»etit, rotiiantiiii^ virtue ambti^ ineh; far ben^ral' 
tiHl«divkiefide^>ahd'^bibition of theml ' And'ttu^ 



* John i. 14. Sm Off h P> teith, Scrip. Test. ii. 396. and 
m.69. 
f Herbert — ^Pn|Vlti&»e Sermon. % Ui/tm i«i»«ri. 
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uoquestioQably^ is as it ought to be. He, .on the 
CQmti^9iy^¥fYu> jeg^jrd» that view irf* it as an exagge- 
layt^.'Md fabulous misstatemei^ of a simple martyr- 
doUkg4>\igh^» I thinks to admit, not only that men 
l^^y^ caaoHwed an act more sublime than their 
QrosMff'is known to have wrought, but, also^ that in 
a]|^ virtuous suffering, active and passive, they in 
r^^ty^liave achieved and endured what Deity can- 
qgA 4n:,8ny sense conceivably achieve or endure. 
For^-^icept in an assumed and passible nature, we 
caiUKQit eonoeive oi Deily as in any sense exercising 
tbpse yiFtues or perfections, from which we may di- 
n^qtJLyJeam how to suffer^ to reHounce, to obey, " to 
sp^pd ^nd. to be spent." 

r^.T^. act of the self-torturing Mucins, and the 
timper of t^e condemned Socrates, seemed to be^ ac- 
cording to the loftiest and most philosophic notion 
(£, ^ Divine nature^, not possible with God; but 
wj^ thQ f' Son of Man,"—'* God with us,"— 
** cijwie i^ot to be ministered unto but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom," then was it seen tliat the 
tmnsoendant prototype of syffiering virtue had ever 
existed, in the purpose, and was now at length deve- 
loped in the human acts and human endurance of 
Him, who ff was with God and was God :'' that the 
original /' patterns" or *' models"'*' of these moral 

* rtnnt, Heb. Till. 5. et Act vii 44. 
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glories (of which human examples had presented 
some faint and distorted outlines or broken and ilfi- 
perfect sketches*) were ** in the heavens*' alone. 

This appears to me quite worthy of being weighed, 
as a presumption for the truth of the most wonderful 
and affecting of all records^ the incarnation andmifler' 
ing of the Son of God. Such, however, was not my 
direct purpose in adducing it : but to point out the 
probability that this great recorded fact, which ibof- 
fably surpasses and eclipses all romance^ this ^' most 
touching or pathetic of all doctrines/'f may be^meti- 
tally gazed upon as t^ romance, and attract some 
minds under that aspect only. I do not nofw at all 
contemplate the case of its being rejected or dttbe- 
lieved, but that of its being conceived as a picture 
and not held and *' held fast" as a fact. Hard it 
may be to discover and define the specific difibrenoe 
between a real yet doubting faith, and this 9ort of 
unreal, imaginative ^emb&ince of faith; but thatsiicb 
a difference exists is pretty certain ; and moredfver, 
that in very many, perhaps in all pious and believ- 
ing minds, a portion of this latter^ fluctuating <with 
inward states and outward drcumstanees^ generaity lii 
mingles. Ik 

Hence we may no doubt likewise discern a peen- 1 1 

Uar danger, and infer an important warnihg> for tte |f 

a 

* viriiUiyftaTety Heb. ix. 23. t 0e Stael. 
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whole class of the excitable and sanguine. This 
class is to be found in every station of society ; it 
may be doubted whether more among its higher or 
inferior ranks : there is^ besides, in every form of 
C!hristian worship and instruction some excitement 
provided for it ; most amply, doubtless, in the attrac- 
tive ceremonials of the Romish church; but not 
scantily in the popular preaching and devotional 
poetry of other conununities. Let me not be sup- 
posed to entertain an opinion that the exercise of 
imagination in religion is censurable or not bene- 
ficial: on the contrary, when fitly regulated, the 
Christian graces are all exceedingly enlivened 
by its aid. Although, in the supposed instance 
of Ardentio, a Uvely and warm imagination has 
been represented as not accompanied by steadfast 
and practical belief, (a case, it is feared, not uncom- 
mon,) it does not at all foUow that these qualities 
estimot be or are not frequendy conjoined. . So far 
from it, their happy combination, as the peculiar 
*'.gift of God," has been the great means to endow 
and to uphold the most zealous, eminent^ successful 
labourers in " the work of Christ." But I appre- 
hend that in those of whatever conmiunion, who 
strangely combine with zeal for gospel-doctrines, and 
.fervour of attachment to them, an evil temper and 
an irregular or unprofitable conduct, imagination is 
not atucUiary to faith, but is placed in the stead of 

E 2 
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it ; that their creeds if they will have it so called, is 
rather^ therefore^ that dreaming theory, that spectai&e 
or reverie of the gospel which we have supposect 
tiian belief of the gospel as a substantial system ^ 
truths and facts. Imagination may be emplojfeoi 
either with an aim to render the truth or reality 
more near and vivid^ and practically applicabfe 
as such^ — or to obtain near and vivid pictures, 
without caring much about the realities and thor 
uses. The same reflecting telescope may bq mr 
ployed by diflferent observers with dissimilar ^puij: 
poses. One class may look eagerly at the iniag® M 
our moon, with her supposed oceans and volcanoes, 
or of the planets and their moons^ as an exciting en- 
tertainment ; — the other class may be earnestly olh 
serving a lunar eclipse^ or the immersion of a sa€^i- 
lite^ as objects of serious and practical science. 

Neither class is looking: at those celestial bodies 
themselvesj but at their small and imperfect imogS 
thrown upon the speculum; the former, however, 
contemplate them rather as pictures than as actum 
orbs ;* the latter apply their view of these orbs to 
the most important uses : to regulate, for exampK 

♦ The writer once knew a person of «ome education, of Mti>^ 
sense in worldly affairs, and of a generous temper, who, with.im))^ 
lief iu religion^ professed his incredulity as to the magnitude.fsd 
^kraiiee of the heavenly bodies; persisting to consider them as 
ttily lamps of fire, placed for oar benefit and for oraaiaeiitiiitte 
nearer wky^ 
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a perilous navigation of untraversed seas. Now^ un- 
1^ the mental telescope, — ^whether with or without a 
briglit imagination for its speculum — be thus em- 
ployed when contemplating " things revealed," in 
seefiing actual aid and guidance and government 
for our great voyage, so as to secure a heaven-ward 
course *' and heaven the haven," it can with no 
more propriety be said that real faith is exercised, 
t!nan that real science is prosecuted by the fruitless 
though possibly rapturous admirer of shadows and 
sptehdours on the moon's disk. 

'ir these distinctions, so far as very inadequate 
comjpiarisons can explain them, be found intelligible 
and Just, they should obviate that suspicion concern- 
ing liie power and truth of Christianity, which may 
anse from witnessing the inconsistencies and falls of 
some zealous professors ; and while they warn us 
agaiiiist the snare which it has been thus attempted 

to disclose, they should arm us also against discour- 

• * /. ■ « 

agementy although our own view of the gospel may 
rarely or never glow with those brilliant hues which 
a warm imagination enkindles. Let us be consoled, 
for their absence or their feding, by the strong con- 
viction— -that a ray of faith is worth a rainbow of 
fiaKcy. ' 

The raiabow, however brilliant and complete, 
vdnisheB as the tempest thickens. The vivid theory 
I or spectacle of the gospel, may vanish Uke it in the 

I 
i 
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gloom of a sick cbamber^ or of a troubled and debi- 
litated mind : but the ray pierces through the densest 
storms ; though darkened and obstructed to the ut- 
termost^ it is still the visible consequence and pledge 
of direct or reflected sunlight : and thus a ** litth 
faith/' obscured and trembling, yet earnest and rea^ 
in the great facts and- doctrines of salvation, may 
actuate and sustain the soul to endure and to obqf, 
even while its powers are prostrate ; while *' the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart is faint." He 
that, in doing or in suffering, walketh by this light, 
'* he is in the light /' and although it be but a feeble 
glimmering *' in a dark place," how far more safe 
and happy is his lot than that of those who '' walk 
in the light of their own fire," and, if God's mercy 
prevent not, wiU *' lie down in sorrow." 

It has been already intimated that in charact^is 
which we trust vitally differ, by the possession of 
principles really heaven-taught, from such unhappy , 
self-deceivers, (and very probably in your own,) fancj^ 
may yet in too predominant a measure unoon^ 
sciously coalesce and mingle with belief; for the teiP 
dencies of nature are not extinct in minds where 
grace is inAised. Some, concerning whom we may 
justly hope, that they are indeed believers, but 
whose warm attachment to gospel truth is not 
accompanied by so " much fruit," or so destructive 
of faults and infirmities, as one might reasonably 
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«zpeet^ betrajr by these marks the undue ascendency 
•ef imagination and the torpor or scantiness of faith. 
The eye of &ncy is awake^ but that of the believing- 
heart is too often ck)sed or dim. The great oon- 
stndniiig facts are not, as hctSj brought much and 
impressively into contact with the spirit^ and the 
Yisionaiy view of them which is most frequent, has 
little influence on its practical resolves. 

Thus also, I conceive, we may somewhat elud- 
€hte the sources of that spiritual distress and weak- 
ness, which attend the fluctuations of feeling incident 
to many imaginative minds. We shall suppose 
such a mind endued with principles, more or less 
feeble, of divine and vital faith. Now, while ima- 
gination is vigorous and elated, it actively concurs 
with these; so actively and powerfully, that its host 
of splendid and swift auxiliaries may be too often 
trusted and gloried in, as if they were the best and 
tried forces of the soul. Those few plain and 
stead&st principles, given and strengthened from 
above, which must form the reserve and real force 
in conflict, seem lost in that " aery crowd," " by 
thousands trooping," or submit to be led by the 
glittering advances of those whom they ought to 
govern. But at length, and perhaps suddenly, 
there ensues a dark reverse. Some disease within, 
or some perplexities without, have '^ troubled the 
host." The array and chivalry of imagination are 



put to Sight fey the glo6m, kiid' froitt1bfeito|' vSte' 
glorious auxiliaries, they turn at' once' t6 do ihH^ 
work of foes. For they nowinispit'e cbhftisidii diUSt 
di^ay, proclaiming "that all i^ lost; {)ersuadin2^ 
the mind that its firmest prindples aife whoHyi 
sunk] or were fc'ut ideal like themselves. *Trtiii; tUS' 
little band fpom heaven secretly stathdfek tod sitf^ 
Vive)— Me" champibhsof ' whoni We TiatVe relSiil, tWat 
m'aintsLined in darkness ttiife'bi^idge 6r the 'defile,'^^'' 
but' now in sad' llesertidn, strug^liiig'' haifd W& 
often foiled ; smarting foir thb holloWriesi^ of ihbiStf 
uhsteaay succour^ oh whidh they had 'tott^hriicS' 
reiiya^itfii-dakutated;- ' - ' ' ■ 

fl is ifiiis;! apprehend, that you may* lA ft gWat 
measure account for 'those changes and d^clehisioi!^ 
i^iuch discourage and afflict you. Not that I wdtlld' 
seem to foi^ei or liiint' the sovereignty orl&npbrf^ 
ance of direct spiritual influence both iii its gift^'inSi 
its wrthdrawments : btit we are not autlioriiBed'W 
overlook instrumental' causes where they l^kist ; afeA- 
it fs douiitless, often if not always, tHi' niethod'bf 
divine 'tfisciplifie to make biir idioiiyncriifey^ iBstrii- 
meiital to our spiritual vicissitudes; • If ' thek 'i*^ 
are by temperament peciilikrly liable to sti'd&f 
reverses, we must ieam to be espedally pt'epaVf^ 
rAe^. in sea^ns when im%inati6tf pfbhVptf^ 
aha perhaps ardently lehds herself to hope;' w& 
must seek ^' wisdom from above," to use and esti-*. 



taai^ her aids with caution ; as in thjeir very nature 
temporary and variable, never therefore to be leant 
and rested on : — at periods, on the contrary, when 
she surrenders herself most to fear, we must sup- 
plicate and employ a heavenly strength to stem the 
nuschiefs and alarms of her confused discomfiture, 
and '^ stand in the evil day," 

On the whole view of this subject, it is not to be 
inferred from the presence or the absence, the vari- 
ation or great instability, of some emotions and 
mental excitements, that there dwells in the heart 
no real or abiding principle of faith. We ought in- 
deed to call to mind, with humility and self-diflS- 
dence in the brightest hours, as we shall with sad- 
ness in the darkest, that very much of what scintil- 
lates and glitters is not soUd and enduring. By 
such experience we are to be " humbled and 
proved," warned and disciplined, but we are not 
warranted to conclude from it, the non-existence of 
that which though less superficially bright and 
abundant^ has a sterling worth and an imperish- 
able quality. There may, it is true, be fragments 
raised from a mine which are of quite delusive pro- 
mise; which abound in shining spar or metallic 
spangles, yet are found to yield not a granule of the 
precious metals : but does therefore the presence 
of those several substances disprove that of precious 

E 5 



82 S4;SI«ICI0NS THAT FAITH 

metal^ or is it even a presumption against this? 
Far otherwise. On the contrary, those sub- 
stances usually accompany^ and^ therefore^ in some 
sort indicate^ that which is sought* 

So the presence of some romantic aspiring for 
what is perfect and Unearthly^ and a cast of mind 
in religion too imaginative and poetic, may variously 
alloy the Christian character, causing it deceptively 
to prcmiise or display far more than the amount of 
its practical and real worth ; yet may it noway dis' 
prove the existence of true piety, but rather affi>rd 
some hopeM indication that tins genuine principle 
is not altogether wanting. 

We have seen, in the rich mines of Cornwall/ 
masses of ore first roughly broken, thein pulveriaed 
by hammers, then washed repeatedly^ in order to 
detach the metal from the. earths, then heated to 
remove the glittering mundic combined with it/ 
which becomes the most deadly of mineral poisoitt ; 
and lastly, we have watched the pure residue^ 
small in comparative amount, but sterling in quIL" 
lity, smelted and " deUvered into the mould." 

In their proportions of foreign matter, those first 
crude fi'agments greatly difiered. Sometimes but 
a few grains of pure metal can be severed* And 
this may hitherto be but too just and humbling an 
emblem of your Christianity and mine. Much 
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wame literally may we have to say^ than devout 
Herbert wrote — 



<' The^good esctraet of my heart 



Comes to about the many hundredth part." 

Yet let us not despond ; raUier, in the phrase 
9f miners, let us *' adventure." We adventure 
on no earthly promise, but on His word who 
hath said, *' Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, — ^for the merchandise of it is better than the 
merchandise of silver.—- She is more precious than 
rubies,"* — '* Blessed are they which hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they sliaU be filled." — 
By a deeper solicitude and diligence in prayer 
md scriptural meditation, let us labour fervently 
fer a purer, richer vein (so to speak) of Chris- 
tiaii attainment ; trusting in Him, who *' sitteth 
as a Refiner and Purifier" still ; — assured, that as 
^ the fining-pot is for silver and the furnace for 
|[pldy'' so, **the Lord trieth the hearts;" trieth 
diem by various agents and expedients, '^ as gold 
is tried;"" ^'refineth them as silver is refined ;"t 
that He will but " -purge in the furnace the dross 
and remove all the aUoy,^'| so that we shall come 
farth ** as. silver seven times purified." His *' Word,'' 
his Providence, his Sprit, are ^^ as a fire," '' as a 
hammer that breaketh the rock," and as the clean- 

• RroT, iii. 13, 15. f Zech. xiii. 9. 

f Isai i. 25. Lowth's translation. 



9Ar iii.-^au»pfeioN6.(rttA!r taith 

sing utreamwi .ilf uoh tbait'is^pafkUag'wffl^ s^#|il 
avmy aj[id<vajii3h» mifch that i8i)an)eM!willi«be di{h< 
sip^ted iofitbe smoke .of the 'fcmac0;b\it some 
pure and solid particles will>. I trusty remain : -iii 
his hand they cannot be lost ; — and thus '* the- trial 
of your faith, (far more precious than of gold that 
perisheth,) though it be tried with fire,'* shall be 
to his ** praise, and honour, and glory," in the final 
day. 

We should beware of something like pre- 
sumption under the garb of humility: taking 
heed lest suspicion and caution do the work 
of rashness, when we hesitate or scruple to 
ascribe to special grace, any ^' good thing" which 
is found in us towards the " Lord God of 
Israel," — any measures of spiritual discernment, 
sincere attention, and awakened feeling. At 
the same time, let us honestly pray, and humbly 
watch, against our own spirit and *^ the spirit of 
the world," and for an accession of '^ the Spirit which 
is of God :"*— who gives neither that " of fear," nor 
of illusion, nor of presumption, but *' of love, and of 
power, and of a sound mind." 

He can efiectually teach and animate us to for* 
get " the things which are behind," in such a 
sense and manner as they ought to be forgotten, 

* 1 Gor. ii. 12. 



31 AY NOT'BE'^GEHUIWE. 85^ 

and to pfess '' along the mark for the prise of hi^ 
high oalling in Christ Jesus ;" rejoicing in Him who 
is the '' Purifier*' as well as Redeemer of his people, 
and needing in earth or heaven no other confi-^ 
denoe. 



. ^ 



,i^ 



IV. 



ON FEARS THAT FAITH OR CONVERSION IS NOT 
GENUINE, ARISING FROM A NICE ANALYSIS OB 
SCRUTINY OF MOTIVES. 

There is implied, in the apprehensions which dis- 
quiet you, what should in itself be matter of preli- 
minary thankfulness and hope ;— namely, that you 
do not reject revealed truth, but in some sense 
revere and receive it; that you deeply feel at 
times its value and importance ; that you can trace 
many desires and purposes, some acts and habits, 
to its impulse as their motive; or at least, as one 
motive which has assuredly combined with others to 
make the impulse adequate ; so that had it been 
Wanting, the purposes and acts would not have? 
been produced. Such degrees of regard to Chris- 
tianity, and such consequences arising from them, 
you will not disclaim. I advert to them not as in 
themselves at all sufficient to preclude your present 
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fear^ but as admissions on which some thoughts 
may be founded, tending both to evince to you 
that this fear is not necessarily just^ and to correct 
those errors of the heart by the perception of which 
it is excited. When you trace and investigate^ or 
discover unawares, the secret springs of conduct, 
you are frequently distressed by the suspicion that 
your kind of faith may prove at last to have been 
not saving faith ; your sort of conversion not the 
real. I suppose the sources of this fear to be in 
your case chiefly the following. First, your distinct 
knowledge of the character or import of Christ*s 
gospel, as a free and complete salvation for the lost, 
has dearly and perfectly informed you, that the 
truly reUgious or Christian kind of well-doing,* is 
that which is prompted by the principle of love to 
God; either tinder the modification of grateiul 
filial love to Him as our infinite Benefactor, or that 
of reverent and imitative filial love to Him as the 
infinite Author and Exemplar of perfection. You 
are well aware that the Divine Founder of our faith, 
and the apostles whom he inspired^ touch the true 
springs of devout and heavenly obedience, when 
4ey say, ** Be ye perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect ;*' " As He which hath 
Called you is holy, so be ye holy ;'* and also, *' Ye 
are bought with a price, therefore, glorify God ;'* 
^ I beseech' you by the mercies of God, that 



ye*^sent' 'youprtodieft a^^ivijifii «wiHft0«kfbrfy*;WnJ 
ceptMiB^'' ''Be jetfAkmeniioSiQodiii^i^e^r €^^i\ 
driM f^ and -that thia* «tcoiig ideeUmtJoo, ^f .T^ii^bnl 
I lMi0tow aUmy goods in almsy^Aild ttM^ughlgLvi^ 
my body to be burned^ and/ hav^ not lo»v^ . ;it ( rp^, , 
fitelh me nothing/ W-must apply tqiwaat of.lQy&jff^)^ 
Gdd'and adeBuieto pkaen^ Hini,)aa.,welLa6'pf{)p)^, 

to^xdvemi Y^^u-distiiietly'vknoWjtl^t lom t4>, iSo^rfPt 
th^'fl!%^ and great oouiniandi rbinding[;Q¥eQ;qpgj^. 
ndly on aeoouiit xrf our. cneatioa' and pFeserv^,tk)Q«^,i 
aitd'aU'liheibenefitB of rthistilifei but un3pe^a|p|lj{j^ 
th^dklore oa^ aociount. of hthle iiiestixnable . find jQp^in 
sti^dlining inferGy of vedemptton. But you^^tP^Tl 
fully iilipprizie<d 'by .jwlf-inspectioOk, how ^q^j ,|;)ljui|, 
piil^e^nidtive of i de^otit and grate^l Igye,, p^^jfle^v 
reiiti^ 'imi^tive love> as irnniediately > pirq^ijpj^m^ 
yoM obedienee» is unapparent. ^ Do not, .hQ.w^^, 
ov^ook what app^ara to ;be a just and.ixApq^Dv^ 
tant<' distinction. Wd are not; to infer tbat^.tljiiii/ 
meWive is tion-eaMs^eii^ whenever it is mtfippq^rentpt 
ufo/tfft: that there is.no principle aeting, beqaif^^ 
tbdr^may-be no emotion or sentiment awakq,,, J(t^. 
wdi^ indeed mo9t happy i^to have this love aLw^^, 
ootidcioui^y actuating and* impelling, the mind.^^ 
aft (toiotioa; but it would be quite wrong, rto^fsqi^^v 
elttde that such is not the governing an,dL.;prupe^^ 
ixnl^tilse to a course o£ cooduct^ because it Vf^:.}^. 
be tfeiuiihiy 80>i& v^y many de^aila,of; that.qQufrS€|^ 



Let'us srti[ppo«e that fit>m gratitude and esteem. t0|a . , 
distant or disabled friend, you undertook to manage 
his^^nn'or superintend iiis merchandise. If in 
the daily Variety of such transactions^ those feeUnga < 
or even immediate motives were often absent from ^ 
yotir mind^-^-i-eo that sometimes no direct* impulse . 
qhohld remain except this genei^al impressioa, . (voh , r 
sidtiiig from tbe judgment and feeling of times pasl«i). > 
that what you were now doing wasr%Al, and must i 
be'done^ — could it thence be argued that esteem and, > 
giirtitude had ceased to be the actual prinoipleiaud; 
motive of your conduct ? Is it not rather certain that i 
ihese thoughts and sentiments might be frequentLy 
excluded or blunted for the time^ only byvthose 
vei^' exei'tiond and fatigues which their own strength . 
inBji^OUr mind originally prompted ? The gveat <|uea* ■.■ 
M. is — Are you doing those things by which yoa , 
wfH isetre your Mend^ and doing them diligently .?t 
Wbuld this be the case if you had no love to him ?. ; ; 
*1 grant that where other motives may concw^ 
sdth as the hope either of some tangible; or ideal 
rdward, the prospect of gain or commendation^ ther^^^ 
iff 'great reason to *' examine and prove our, owur 
selves ;'' and the apprehenrion that siioh ptrnponder-y 
rdt'if 18 probably the chief origin of your fear-. Few?; 
yiii, ]^fhaps» hardly question the existence of some 
oteasional k>ve> both in the form of veneratioa .ai\d ; 
gratitude to God, as a inotive of your obedienoe ; 
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but you feel more sensibly the strength of othersi 
snd are consciously certain that this one never, 
subsists and acts with unmixed purity, rarely if ever 
with a clear undisputed predominance. 
• You own not that happy, unquestionable cha- 
racter — ** singleness of heart as unto Christ ;" but 
perpetually detect the movement of those proud 
and pharisaic, or those self-seeking and mercenary 
tampers, which the light and spirit of the gospel so 
powerfully reprove and explode. For these we 
ought doubtless to be ever humbled, and to exeit 
against them a &r more strenuous vigilance ; but»- 
while unallowed and combated, whQe prayed and 
watched against, with a true desire for the culls' 
vation and prevalence of those motives whidli are 
highest and most pure, their existence can afford 
no reason for despondency. And as to the anxious 
question of their present or occasional predomi* 
nance, it ought not to be forgotten, that these ujw 
christian and inferior motives, which you are con- 
cerned to eradicate, are not foreign and infused 
principles, but innate and worldly feelings, in thefar 
very nature sensitive and obtrusive: whereas, the 
deep and heaven-bom sentiment which you would 
have to reign in your heart and actuate your life, 
is of a spiritual, retired, and tranquil kind, 
and were its gentle though constraining power 
greater than you can feel or beUeve it actually to 
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her, its force might still remain frequently less ap- 
parent> its actings less perceptible, than those of 
other impulses which might combine with it. — ^A 
vessel heavily and richly freighted is ascending 
a navigable river. Each passenger remarks 
the variable gusts that swell her sails, the light 
breezes which flutter in her pennons, the towing- 
ropes which are attached and acting from the 
shore ; yet without the tide, that unperceived and 
quiet, yet powerful and equable motive, which 
silently uplifts and as silently bears her on, — not 
all these other forces would either carry her keel 
over the shallows, or bring her weight steadily and 
effectively up the stream.* 

* This comparison, like many others, is applicable only in the 
single point for which it in adduced. It is an analogical instance 
in phjrsics of what we think is true in morals, — that the steadiest, 
strongest, and most elerating impulse is not always the most dis- 
cernible and obvious. To press the comparison at other points were 
to misapply and to penrert it. It may be a matter of no moment at 
all by what impulses the ship is moved ; though the pilot, it is 
probable, would prefer a tide which of itself were strong enough. 
eren to the fkirest breeze that might shift or die away during her 
pMigress ; and much more to any artificial force. Still the mere 
piogress, and not the kind of impulse, is his great concern. 

But i^ either by the misuse of a figure, or of the statements with 
vlikli it is connected, we should be at all the less solicitous that 
BMdifes purely evangelical may dominantly and more consciously 
tBKpta and govern our course of Christian conduct, this would be 
•bonng eonsiderations which have been suggested with a view to 
ibets dieeouraging anxiety, for the purpose of fostering an unhappy 
ind]£G^renee. Reference has been made in the preface to the possip 
bOity of such perversions. May both writer and readers be pre- 
NKved from them. 



^ But biBsides' those ifioyeihents of selfishness and 
pHde; those "Wddeii" covetings of praise' of estima- 
ti6tt, those wiishes of personal ^ distiiictibn arid in- 
fluence, or that secret sentiment of vain self-corn- 
placefnce,* which you are justly anxious to subdue, 
tlifete is d dispbsitibn, niore equivoideil arid obscure, 
yit^ibt undisceViiible firorii withiri^ to perferiri' duties 
ch?6fly With a desire to strerigtheri lire '''^ iBvidence?* 
of'^bur-coriversioil; to cbrifinri or revive, by niultj- 
plyirig the fi^uits 6f'feilh,the hope that fbiiin tf 
gtouiri^ ahd such as ^11 ^*^ accompany salvaltioh.' 
Now this, if really adopted as a primary naoiive 
(altii^oagh hklf-latent to the anxious ' mind' wmcn 
instinctively acts on it), is not scriptural' of "coin- 
ififeridable. ' ''•''^" 

"We ought to be primarily and supremely ' iri- 
fluerided by a grateful adoring desire, to'pIeJise 
Him who hath ^' first loved us," and who so 
'* abundantly parfoneth," as to acquire each'Aay 
arid hour new titles to our' love :— not by a purpose 
or'solicitiide to prove to ourselves the fact that we 

* Fenelon depicts this ^' modest pride,*' in phrases which would 
itlAr by tnini^lktion!-^*' II se mire avec eom^laisancd datis^n d^ 
i nt^M Bo o ment, o«mne wie belle fenme dans son miroir.:. Us^atttf^ 
drit sur 8oi*mdme, en se voyant plus sincere et plus desint^ress^ quek 
rette'Ms'honlmietl: I'ittitoion quHl r6|)and stir les antires rejaiHit vh 
Iut9'il*m:8^^<»n» Au«i.«ti|^e» qqe.pour ce qu'il cioit dtre, a^ert^ 
dire pour desint^ressS i et voiU ce qui le fiatte le plus."*— (Euvr 

l^rii'i.i^l' ■ ' ^■' "' " ' ■''' ■' - '"' 
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do thus desire to please Him. Besides which^ 
such, a motive^ when detected or recognised by us 
as the governing impulse^ at once frustrates its own 

aim. 

, I ' . 

And yet^ not the less, is it fit and requisite to 
examine, retrospectively, what have been the fruits 
of faith and love, as the proper and indispensable 
marks of the genuineness of those graces : lyhich^ 
let it be obsen^ed, is quite a different thing froip 
mal^ng it our direct aim, prospectively, to perfoiTqa 
good works in order to acquire such marks, ai^d 
beciause they will be needful to our comfort. Yo^ 
^ou)d not therefore be warranted in imagining, 
that while you feel it a duty, and sometimes a con- 
solation, to examine past obedience as an evidence 
of faith, this at all implies that such obedieoce 
was designed and fulfilled y^r ihe sake of, or with a 
view to its constructing, such evidence. 
, The ** prodigal son," welcomed with an unex- 
pected and overpowering efiusion of paternal kind-: 
ness, was bound unreservedly to trust in that cor- 
dial reconcilement and that free forgiveness : and 
then, on account of such exceeding kindness, as 
i^ell as of his parent's general worth, to love him 
nme abundantly, and in all things obey him from 
^ dictate of love, with a heartfelt and disiate- 
FMted promptitude : it would also be very import- 
wit w l^is real comfort to be satisfied of t^iis, by a 



./Mii^tiiiumy of conscience/' a^ indications 0£ gml^ 
»|u4 : and unfeigned attachment^— whei^eas a cliff^- 
.Hig c^irse would assuredly bring upon hiim ^jit 
..bad already often brought, painful 3elf-re|^i]f9S^j 
•and just 8elf-sus{Hdon. - i.^ir- 

: .; You will see how this representatitMi ,i|{q^iif)8« 
. 40 a far higher and inore affecting sense, lo the.f^ 
liation of a repenting offender towards hia ^fJB^i^|)ii^r 
:Who- jfi :ih heaven.". In such a mind,, m^.oidy 
will the spirit of pride and legality, the del)isi(Hiis 
of .selfrsui&ciency, and the least indulgeu()e,iof 
hopes built on merits be resisted and con4efSi9fKi, 
.but moreover that deeper subtlety which. hafl| last 
■ beea noticed, of performing duties ybr ih^ .mkivf>^ 
4|anung or purchasing supplies of evidenee^a^d 
vComfinrt, will, whenever it reaUy betray» itself, .jbe 
Depressed and. disallowed^ Yet .not the leas.mU 
there be cherished a habit of self-scrutiny; •a^])^ 
trospect which at times will yield some mea9u];ejOf 
blameless comfort and encouragement, but can neifer 
be. allowed to foster pride : which also must ever 
give cause for new and often deep contritioj^ but 
ceirtainly never should induce despair, \ja^ this 
OKamination, also, whether of past or present jno- 
tives, be faithful and impartial, but uQt sqru- 
pulous and adverse. .Aim at the strict yet can4id 
.fiddity of a judge, not the jealpus ingenuity and 
barsh, unfair constructioi^ of c^ hostile advocate. 
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f^i^>IK>t> I apprehend) possible in fact^ nor requisite 
«fi duty^ that with aU our past experience of tliose 

' diverfiie and just effects which conduct has pro- 
duced oh feeling, Ke should entirely exclude or 
suppress an indirect and geoondaty regard^ even 
pnoipectively, to the accession of evidences and 
cbihforts, which obedience will procure, and to that 

' fH^tit of these which must ensue from transgression 
or remissness ; but it would be an unjustifiable self- 
tormenting refinement hence to conclude, that evi- 
dences- and comforts are our primary and menx- 

Le^ us pray more and watch more for the sini- 
pK(^ty and energy of filial love, that it may attain 
a^more decisive and conscious mastery in the heart ; 
but not be dejected meanwhile by the existence and 
cencmrence of other motives. Some of these are 
fe^timate, in their due place and order. Others 
Iffeto be checked and extirpated by diligence, but 
tiot by despair. The husbandman will never de- 
stroy the weeds by hopelessly imagining that there 
is m> wheat in the blade. 

Pet"haps, also, to one possessing your mental 
lialnts, this advice of Fenelon may be not always in- 
a^ropriate: — '* He who" (in common life) " would 
tit every instant convince himself that he was acting 
from the dictate of reason, and not of passion or in- 
<diBatiDn, would lose the time of action, would pass 

F 
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his life in anatomizing his hearty and yet nev^r as^ 
certain that which he sought : for he could never fully 
assure himself that inclination^ disguised under some 
specious pretext, did not cause him to do that which 
might' seem to be dictated by pure reason. In this 
obscurity God places us, even as to the motives of 
ordinary life. How much more inevitable is it to 
fell short of clearness and certainty, when we in- 
quire into the most hidden operations of grace, in 
the darkness of faith, and in reference to what is 
spiritual ? This restless and determined research 
after an impossible certainty, is a movement of 
nature, not of grace. It is strengthened by the 
plausible plea of ' holy fear,* of ' watching,' of 
guarding against illusion. But evangelical vigi- 
lance ought not to be carried to such a point as to 
destroy the peace of the heart, or to demand a 
clear view of those obscure operations which it has 
pleased God to veil."* 

* GBuv. Spir., iii. 425, abridged. 



V. 






ON THE PAINFUL DOUBTS EXCITED BY THE PRE- 
VALENCE OF EVIL AND SUFFERING IN THE 
WORLD. 

You encounter, in the daily walks of life, unnum- 
bered moral mysteries; and can subscribe, per- 
haps, to the pointed remark of Mr. Cecil, — '' A re- 
flecting Christian sees more to excite his astonish- 
ment, and to exercise his faith, in the state of 
things between Temple Bar and St. Paul's, than 
in what he reads from Genesis to Revelation;" — a 
&ct, which, while it strikingly exposes the folly of 
rejecting, on account of difficulties, the light of 
scripture, shows also how much we need that light 
amidst the painful phenomena of our earthly con- 
dition. You are so constituted as to have a quick 
perception and susceptibility of these : and while 
minds not discursive, not prompt in associations, 
engrossed by one object, or observing few, see and 

f2 
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hear and read of the same occurrences without 
inference or questioning, you find this, at naany 
periods. Quite impossible. You are terifptea at 
onqe to e^vy an,d contemn tns^t apathy or dulness 
wbiph t^'a^vel^ pn l^etween the liedgerows of habit, 
and see$,fu^ insect^lpng struggung in the fangs of 
its enQmv,/as it sees ^ blossom fall, or a chrysalis 
4i(S^.^gag3 i^elfji whi|e to ypur ow^ mind the 
^i4e-^prea4 influence and reign of evil ai^ suggested 
a^fre^A 3^t the minutest ^int of its display.' EacH 
ff^tiojiif aud, each aspect of it is a new proposal ol 
tl^Le oi^e distressing mystery; and, as that which *is 
n9]ar,,9,i^(ijvisiWe strikes us with peculiar force, it 
njfLy \jf^^ , that to look on a toiling animal starved 
aad lao/eirated by its barbarous master,, oi^ ah un- 
^n*pjL9usy^infai^t cradled in the horrprs of vice ana 
dpsti^^op^ has affected you more than the eartn- 
qjija^eat Aleppo, or the cells and screWs of inqili- 
sitpf 5> .pr.' tihe persecutions in Japan, ' 

^ YpM.iYant .a general antidote for the sceptjcal and 
perturbing tjioughts, which you know to be widely at 
y^iaijice^with revealed truth^ but which observation 
g.^>(J,bpo^,^.and converge too strongly re-awalien ; 
tf.^ipting j the , dark suspicion that creation is, at 
Cj^l^^in ,p/^int.^, neglected by its Author, or con- 

?^89?^ ^9yM\^,,^V^T?!'t^}9^ ^^ l^ws in which eviFmust 
profusely |^nd ^ interminably mingle. It is true, as 
will be afterwards shown, that nothing short of re- 
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velation, in its last and full completeness, is our 
*' rock*' and citadel, our '' strong tower" of de- 
fence, against such invading suggestions : but there 
are fundamental truths, which even natural reason 
cannot discard, and which revelation amply dis- 
closes, that must form the very basis of our stand- 
ing-place for resistance and repose. First, in a 
universe which is immense, having an Author and 
Preserver who is infinite, what can we, his work- 
manship, rationally expect to know, except what 
He teaches or permits ? Secondly, by an omnipo- 
tent agent, with a boundless extent and duration 
in his works, what may we not expect to see vin- 
dicated, rectified, or compensated? These are 
commonplaces of theology ; but they are habitually 
uttered and received, I suspect, with a very slight 
and contracted amount of meaning, A part of 
their very purport, indeed, if I may hazard the 
paradox, is to state how imperfectly they can be 
themselves understood, while they would express 
the- inability of all creatures, even the most ex- 
alted, to comprehend the divine greatness. 

One might imagine, on the first view of this 
subject, that the lowest order of rational beings 
would be most sensible of that inability. But 
analogy and experience correct such an opinion, 
and lead us to conclude that higher beings have a 
&r more extended and satisfying apprehension of 
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the infinitude and omnipotence of Deity, and 
a proportionate sense of their own limitation and 
weakness, which are correlative to these. The 
marmot of the Alps, or the lizard basking in the 
crevice of a rock, must have much narrower views 
of extension and altitude than the chamois, giraffe, 
or ostrich. A traveller in the defiles of the loftiest 
mountains sees nothing but their base, nor can he 
perceive their magnitude and his diminutive pow^ 
to scale them, till he laboriously reach soiiae 
neighbouring elevation. If it be thus in reference 
to objects which, in comparison with the distances of 
the nearest worlds, are but as atoms, then consider 
what a point of view and capacity of vision would 
be needed, in order to gain a like impression of the 
scale of some other works of God. What actual 
impression haVe we of the vastness of a planet ? 
If we could so approach it, that although still dis- 
tant, it should conceal very many of the heavenly 
bodies, itself half fill the celestial hemisphere, and 
present to us the amazing prospect of a mighty mov- 
iiag world, with its bright rivers and blue oceans, its 
sun-crowned mountains and dark forests, — how dif- 
ferent would be our measurement of our own little- 
ness, of the immensity of that universe in which this 
huge globe was seen lately but as a petty star, and 
of the infinitude of Him who governs it ! 

Thus beings of larger capacities have, I doubt 
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not^ a much sublimer and stronger impression 
(even apart from any sensible discoveries of his 
personal glory) concerning the natural attributes 
of their Creator. It is probable that they also 
possess the power of immensely diversifying and 
endlessly revivifying this impression, by new and 
widely different aspects of the divine works. With 
unlimited means of locomotion, with a perfect faculty 
and reach of telescopic vision and microscopic in 
spection, how inconceivably may these be varied ! 
We, meantime, in the present state, are no 
tar from holding a station of ** vantage," that 
we occupy the lowest point of developed reason^ a 
reason also blunted and enervated by moral de- 
gijadation. The wonder is, that man, thus situated, 
should so arduously investigate and should have 
learned so nnich; not, surely, that perplexing 
doubts and narrow conceptions should still remain 
" the lot of his inheritance." \Mien it shall please 
God to emancipate him into intellectual eminence 
and moral perfiection, how much more widely will 
he expatiate; how much more experimentally con- 
fide; with what new reverence estimate the divine 
power and grandeur ! But it is a part of duty and 
happiness, — in order to c<Mnbat doubt and confirm 
adoring reliance, — that we should labour for a 
broader, deeper view of these attributes even here. 
We &ncy that we understand the proposition — 
GoAismfinite; and that from tilit truth we infer his 
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un^earcbi^dei^l^ss^ . ,3u<;do,;»<e i^otinro^lity leather, 
infer it> fmly from the sl^gH ^p4 ^^gH^^9<^A tba^ 

comprehensible t^n^thib^ ^bichfjLoesti^oltraft dDrsx^ 
lice for impres^oi^^ 1 . fHhei opinipa'h^'S l^ifi idQitim^tiied' 
by ^ distiaguiBhed Uvingr^wi^tetfxrth/^t.^Oj^^^epnteph 
tioifB whiqh most h^i^^ worshi,pper^fann'ibf th« 
D^ty> do not at.^.eqHail,thereal a^il^itesxo&a^me' 
ci:9j^ted natures^'*!, \ I. . iiBli^vej that opmicn Iso -foe mi' 
dubitably well-grounded^ at least m the fellowtiAi 
sf t^i9q,-r-that if aiAch coaceptions as we may reason- 
ably form of an exalted creature he studiously 
a|^alysed> they will then become muoh.mor-e im- 
prcssive .than is our habitual- thought of.Qod, rwhile^ 
that thought remains undeveloped. > , ,,i 

Complex totals^ or comprehensive tevmfr foe 
great objects, (at least as far as I am conscioM^.to 
the mode of their reception and use,) seem Uttk 
more than substituted names; mere symb(ds&)^ 
the unknown. As in algebra one letter may st^si^/ 
for some vast quantity, so the syllables oflJaerWOFii 
infinite, or the ciphers or words .which accurateljr< 
state an inuooiense number or.measiure, are rather fi 
sign instead of the idea, than any effective expi^s-. 
sion of it. Thus when the painful statement isHiadei* 

that there are five hundred millions of idolaters: 

' . . . ■ . -J 

* In a passage, — not, I think, from his published works, — ^in- 
serted in a '* selection" entitled <^ The Rose of Foiir Seasons.'* — 
(Hamilton, 1832.) 



and' Mahometans in the bondage of eiTor, this' 
total is too greaifor bur minds at once to apprehend. 
TilHtbesonie-'teay'develojJed, it conveys nothing' 
ekpahdedoir dii^tihet; but rather one vague apprfe- 
heni^tNTi of k vast Whble. It is' little more than the 
algebraic letter which denotes an unknown quan- 
tity. It stands for a' multitude, I might rather 
say a mass; indefinitely and obscurely great. We' 
raiybethe more sensible of this if we attempt ^oihe 
m^hod for its developement, however imperfect: 

Imagine that the " angel" whom John beheld 
in- vision ^^ flying through mid-heaven/' having 
*' the everlastiiig gospel to proclaim," were charged 
to* announce the ^^ glad tidings'* to each indivi- 
dual of those contemporary millions personally 
and apart; that he should devote to this office uii- 
renrittingly the moments of each hour, and should 
use but a single minute in declaring to each won- 
dering listener, severally, that sacred message.' 
Would the mere thought or utterance of the total 
(five hundred millions of mankind) suggest any- 
thing like iAis fact, or at all prepare you for it, — '■ 
thaX ninety years would scarcely suffice for fulfilling 
a tenth part of that swift, unwearied task ? — that in 
ordefT to its completion, the lives of tbat race must 
b^ extended as in the world before the flood, and even 
then a period of nine whole centuries be occupied, 

.■ ! *■ 5 • 
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without an instant's intermission^ in uttering tho8< 
compendious errands of God's good-will to man?* 
Such totals^ therefore^ although exceeding!} 
' limited in comparison with many others^ we can- 
not^ as totals^ so far as I may judge from the in- 
capacity of my own mind» intelligently contepn- 
plate. How much more then^ when we say or 
hear — the divine Wisdom and Power are infiniU, 
— is this idea unexplored^ unpursued, even par-* 
tially^ (for I need not observe that it cannot pos- 
sibly be comprehended^) unless we attempt some 
developement of a part, — an infinitely small part it 
needs must be, — of that infinitude. That infinitude 
is itself the total, the boundless integral, of which 
all number, distance, power, magnitude, intellect, 
are fractions: nay fractions infinitely small; (such 
must be the mysterious fact;) although some of 
them relatively to others are so immeasurably 
great. 

Take, then, one of these fractions of intellect ; if 
the term may be allowed. Suppose a created in- 
telligence to preside over one race of creatures in a 
planet of $ome other system; a region peopled 

* What a. comment on our Saviour's statement and injunction, 
*-* The harvest truly is plenteousi but the labourers are few* — ^Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send foHh 
labourers into bis harvest {** 
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with living tribes as various and as numerous as 
those of our own world. We will not imagine him 
endued with any knowledge of the thoughts or in- 
fluence on the actions of its rational inhabitants ; but 
charged only to regulate the instincts and acts of 
its birds or insects. When we think of either class, 
and its wonderful peculiarities, — the architecture 
of both^ — the migrations, €uid refined diversities of 
song, among the former, — or the arts, polities, 
aftd transformations of the latter, — and the task 
of jM^serving these undisturbed from age to age in 
each individual of each species, it will be felt that 
a being so qualified and commissioned, would be a 
" watcher," or '* ruler over many," to an extent 
that baffles the human mind. Let it not be 
thought, however, that to imagine the possibility 
of a creature's competence to this, or some equally 
extensive sphere of knowledge and of vigilance, is 
utterly extravagant. Would a child, or a New- 
Zealander, or even an English peasant, although 
of the astronomer s own race, beUeve, if you could 
intelligibly indicate it to him, the knowledge oi' 
Kerschel? Why may there not be beings of other 
races, to whom the wide and prompt combinations 
of Napoleon, the recondite calculations of La 
Place, and the prophetic forecasts of Bacon, 
(supposing these to meet in the same mind,) ap- 
pear but elementary eflforts, leading to results, 
which, for themselves, would be intuitive ; and who 
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M^c^Vi^dndie^ ^aPHh^ ' 5tft*6dldlity*f i<jme^ gifted 

'^a^ *f ryt?6nil ^^Ifetencfe. ^ Dfi Bttprow obscanaw, 

"' iWtlefeitfe '*itiiiiiS6lfeiicse- the^ h&i)xg nffintmeroAk 

fo^ith^ of iWfc^lMgGf*i<^e/ in the lowfest'idf the«b\te^'^. 

Wo fe?iti*ava:gattce^iA siipp^reitig cr€»^rt€f4 oB<the 

Hjfti^ohler tohave (Capacities Jana'dffices-^iP'iaflore 
^ extended than the being whoni I have/ itkiagiuM, 
'V(6t what conception have W* of- tbe^priiiijptttude 

'ialtict iibiqiiiiy eveA of that ruler' o#' oneoimnetiide- 

partm^t in oiie secondary ofr^b? ' Attd if thlsdom- 
'ftititiHi kis, what do We expect 'to tionceiveief^the 
"Mrib^es fittid reigiff of Him wh<fee '*^ tirfd^l^fimd- 
* ^iig^S hifinite 1 '' What cduld the -frogsiifr fli^ of 
'^^fl^plt be supposed to know of th^i fafctiltieisr if'that 
'prd^hiBt^whb'wais made the mstrument of'th«i^'*hi- 
•ii'aCukltis ^itiatioHt? if they had Been' prodticediin 

the great desert, what would they have knbtfQ^rof 

^^his ligiislatiYe^ode or judicial decisions, 'hii»''^sions 

'i'4tt^th*^»i*)litude'<rf Horebr or within the! clotfiir' of 
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<Sinid ? Y^t fnm' the rc^ptila to the in&pired law- 
givtiris but a &u.te interval, p^nd therefore, in com- 
pfMsoa ^ that between the creature and the infi- 
nite v Giieatori • incalculably small. This may 
9tvik& isome) Christian minds as a monstrous and 
Alset^flyalogy, inasmuch as the difference between 
afmean: creaUire which they may ^appose to have 
aa.immaterial prindple^ and a human being whose 
-esseiice is spiritual and immortal^ will appear to 
^em a difference not of gradation but of kindi; a 
l^reat chasim of dissimilitude iatervening, such as 
lli&y .conceive to be nowhere found within that 
iteale of intelligent and spiritual natures which t^r- 
wmatas in the Supreme. Without inquiring whe- 
(tfteT: they do not err in the first supposition^ I 
Hrcniilql <>bserve that the second betrays that very ^i- 
ihitaiion of ideas respecting the Infinite First Clause, 
iffhieh we ought to combat ; as if because the wor^s 
i1^ spirit," " mind," " intelligence," a«^ applied in 
'9Q|Bmon to the created and the Creator, there were 
t.^QO(i a more absolute chasm between the Mind that 
:r«fe«tes and the mind which is created, than 
(between the fabric of the potter and the fabric- of 
;t(ia olay ; the life of the insect and the life of the 
« prophet. 

'f»oi -There may, indeed, be decisive and sum- 
•maiy thinkers, who ask and gain no help fi«om 
circuitous illustration, but under the pressure of 
doiibt will resort to this one thought — He that is 



« 
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unsearchable^ whose ways I anxiously ponder^ 
alone sustains these powers by which I doubt. It 
is only by his strength that it has become or con- 
tinues possible for me to question that of which 
" He giveth not account." How intrinsically ab- 
surd and presumptuous to be in these circum- 
stances captious or distrustful^ when^ except for 
his own upholding hand^ I could not^ during ano- 
ther instant^ conceive of his existence, much less 
descry or criticise his secret purposes ! 

There may be also those, who rise, at a glance, 
far above that mystic ladder which the patriarch 
saw, and have no need to measure, as we have now 
attempted, some lower steps of ascending and de- 
scending existence, in order better to apprehend 
the inaccessible grandeur of " the lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity." I can conceive (and almost 
covet) such a comparatively prompt and powerful 
grasp of the human intellect ; particularly where 
it has been exercised in the very highest sphere 
of astronomic science. Still, for most minds, 
any mode of additional developement for what 
is so inadequately impressed, may, I hope, be 
profitable. It will be so, however, if at all, chiefly 
for the sake of ulterior consequences from these 
views. For there is nothing beneficial or con- 
solatory in merely strengthening the conviction 
how unspeakably little we can expect to know, — 
except it be linked with a proportionate persuasion 
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K)w unspeakably much we may and must expect 
:he Cause and Lord of all things both to know and 
lo. Scepticism surrounds herself with the dark- 
less of the former thought^ and aims from thence 
aer contemptuous assaults on faith; but right 
reason, sustained by revelation, advances to the 
second, and affirms that of Him who is Infinite it 
is impossible for the finite to expect enough ; since 
[lis means, and purposes, and doings, will, after 
3JI, be '' most exceedingly or transcendently 
{vvz^^xitzpiaaov) above all that we ask or think.''* 
But whatever measure of this expectation we hap- 
pily attain, must obviously be founded on our real 
theism; it can only be coextensive with our '^ faith 
m God;" and from the weakness and fluctuation 
of this principle, it is hard for even the Christian 
to keep to the blessed elevation of expecting the 
infinite; of practically holding fast this truth, that 
" with God all things are possible." 

This train of thought, like most others, brings 
us more fully to recognise the great value of the 
gospel. It is true that mere theism, acquired or 
aided, perhaps, by traditional revelation, assured 
9om.e heathen sages of God's infinite knowledge 
and power. The creed of Socrates on these points 
was thus eloquently stated to Aristodemus,— '^ Con- 
sider, my friend, that your own mind regulates at 

• Eph. iii. 20. 
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wiU the frame iti-^rhioh it actsr • We ought to conf" 
olw*^,»'th^iteft*e, thattHej'inteSigettce^hich pcr»^ 
vad*fc/'*he linivcfW^, orctef-8'"lilitbirig» atit* pie**' 
8iife« and not to imagine; tlia«^wil41e' ^^r-eye fe^' 
capfcble of r^edcMng' distant ptdiptgctsf; 'the'^vit«< 
ejh^ fa •inCAJ)ttb!e^ibf Tbetiolding* ali»*fatdffe -at ^Wfe^ 
vi^tir; 1««- th«lt»White j^Oui^ »ttiind ctfri Iw^itaHe Ob 
afAffs^'atta:"rt)ject§^'here; and ift 'Egyfit, "and'* 
Sicily, the divine intelligence is insufficient to eni'-' ■ 
brace all things withiii its simultaneous care."* 

It is true, also, that the moral attributes of Deity 
were, in some nieasure, ascertained by natural' m- 
tUcations. Conscience ev^r reiterated tli'e fnwarS' 
monition, that there is somewhere a supreme fin-, 
bunal and Arbiter of right. The revulsion of 'tlie 
miiid froni suffering, the sentiment of pity' for ano- 
ther's sorrow, aihd indignation at anbtkier's' wrong, 
cdhcurred with the many marks of benevolent con- 
trivance throughout nature, to intimate that Bene- 
volence presides. Still were ten thousand adverse 
appearances ever warring oh this happy thoiigni. 
It was not even for him of whom Athens " was "hoi 

worthy, ** to evince conclusively to others or himself, 

• ii'f. '-«■■•... ■ .*■, 

anudst all thbse dark anomalies, that the Being'o^ 
infinite knowledge and power, is infinite likewise in 
rectitude and goodness. This was for Him ' oiily 
to demonstrate^ who had already declared' to his 
* Xeiioph.Memcfti(Vil.i. e. 17.^ p. 61. 
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separated: .worshippers, '^ I am Jehovahj who exr* 
eroi^e loymg-<kiBdne8s> judgment, and righteous- 
ness iqi the earth : for in these things I delight:" 
and who, after A'ariously proclaiming this in records 
thc^t l^eac the stamps and seals of his own pre- 
sdin^cej hath 9Jince confirmed it by the mystery of 
" loving-kijadne^" which those records foretold, 
certifying the universe by one " unspeakable 
gifti^" that 

<' His love is as lar^ as his power ; * 

And neither knows measure nor end.** 

Then, as the apostle nobly expresses it, " the 
goodness and philanthropy of our Saviour God 
shone forth;"* and it has ever since been, to be- 
lievers, the regent phenomenon of our world ; by 
whose stupendous yet benignant light they precon- 
ceive and expect that flood of brightness which 
must at, length be cast on a/Z the gloom; waiting 
the while with an assured submissive persua- 
sioQ that '^ He doth all things well." It is 
verv observable, as an implication which may raise 
our gratitude and hope, that when He who is One 
with the Father, refers (in words already quoted) 
to divine onmipotence, he does so expressly and 
solely under this delightful aspect. It was in 
answer to the query " who theii can be saved ?" that 
our Saviour spoke those memorable words, '' with 

* Tit. iii. 4. literal versioo.- 
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horrors, ami they may sometimes seem> by their 
oxtent, or repetition, or multiplicity, pr even mi- 
mitcMiess, to acquire a more inexplicable character, 
than belonged to the death of Jesus ; — but suppose | 
that (instead of reading the gospels as a long, fa- 
miliarized narrative) we had been spectators after 
the paschal supper, and in the praetorium of Pilatej 
and had stood around the cross, and had then beep 
the disconsolate companions of those who walked 
towards Emmaus, whose *' communications'' were 
so deeply *' sad," and whose hopes had well nigh 
pt^^rished ;— rWhat might we not have been tempted 
to utter or to feel concerning the divine Providence 
in tliat dark hour? Yet had we yielded to dis- 
trust, how immensely should we have erre^!, Dp 
not the life and death of each among unnumbered 
happy Cliristians, — a life, constrained by the love 
of liim that died, a death, softened and blest bj 
confidence in Him who '' ever liveth," proclaim h^w 
great would have been the illusion of that despair? 
But if so, then what mystery of evil ought prevail- 
ingly to agitate or dishearten us ? What guilt, wh^t 
endurance, what pangs of the sinless, what delay of 
remedy can we after this contemplate, and discartjl 
the cheering hope that a superior good, if not evep 
now in secresy attendant, will finally result ? When 
to prior natural intimations and revealed assurancep 
of ^vine wisdpqi and goodness, we add this con- 
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current proof from fact, evincing that the wisdom 
arid love of Grod can transmute the blackest crime 
into a source of blessings, and elicit the most glo- 
noiis hopes from the profoundest anguish, — what 
contrary appearances should thenceforth cause us 
ii) " stagger, through unbelief?" We may still have 
frequent reason to feel, — this is, indeed, in my o\^'n 
weak and narrow view, a terrible and overwhelm- 
ing mystery ; or that, although of a minute cha- 
racter, — by many undiscerned — and by multitudes 
never thought of in its moral aspect — remains to me 
a mbst perplexing and insidious fact. But yet, were 
a 'thousand more such distressing enigmas of evil 
pf^iied under our review, it would behove us to 
conclude with hope as well as submission, — all 
these are within the instant solution and the cura- 
tive or compensating resources of Omnipotent Bene- 
ficence : all shall co-operate for good in his hand 
who wields eternity and immensity to achieve the 
structure of his own glory ; who has revealed also not 
trie mefe vastness but the inventiveness, so to speak, 
of ^his remedial wisdom and love, and from those 
appalling, agonizing scenes " accomplished at Je- 
rusalem," called forth the lustre of innumerable 
^ces, and the promise of unfading joys. When 
ite think of what Omnipotence can do, and of what 
tibve has done, shall we not feel bound to say — 
^' Is there any thing too hard for Jehovah ? " We 
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may rise higher and higher towards this devout 
and delightful assurance^ but after the most ardu- 
ous effort of reason^ and the most solenm aspiration 
of fstith^ we must be conscious that there are heights 
where it would be incomparably more completey 
since '' as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are His ways higher than our wa3^> and his 
thoughts than our thoughts." 

It is not at all to be doubted^ that^ even for the 
highest of created minds^ there must remain in the 
divine administration mysteries unsolved ; and that^ 
their successive^ though still partial solution, must 
be one of those ever-new satisfactions which the 
recesses of endless ftiturity reserve. But. we can 
well conceive, that, after the first series . of such 
solutions, all distrustftil and painftil doubt concern- 
ing what shall remain or accrue will utterly subside, 
and be converted into a tranquil, and unhesitating, 
though still astonished faith. Thus, in the pre- 
sent life, after having studied some dark predic- 
tions of Daniel or Isaiah, and found them marvel- 
lously and undeniably ftilfilled, we are prepared to 
await, with far more confidence, the fulfilment of 
other prophecies which may still remain in unre- 
lieved obscurity. And thus also the experience of 
memorable difficulties and singular extrications, in 
our own personal course, has often a measure oC 
like salutary influence. 
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But when we shall pass into a second state of 
)iiig^ and shall find many^ perhaps all^ the mys- 
ries which distressed us here> scattered by the 
vt daybreak of another region, then must we, of 
Ksessity, attain a new and transporting reliance 
i the Infinite Revealer. New " clouds and dark- 
»s," indeed, awful in their majesty, may still be 
ithering '' round about his throne" ; but it will be 
3ver possible to forget what doubts and terrors 
dd despondencies were turned to praises, in that 
Kunent when the curtain of mortality was rent ; 
nd we shall hail those new secrets of heaven 
rluch cannot be too vast or multiplied, since they 
ure all to be prolific, at length, of new adoration 
and delight. 



' ^"f / : ^1 » / * *r P'»--- i^' 
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ON 'TTBffi'DlFI^tbuiiTIES OCCURRING IN ilKv5KAIJa 
TRUTH/A-ND iN THE STUDY OF SCRlrtfalffir 

.Vj^^ q.?:e,pften, it,;pciay ,l)e^ mueh distui^bedKtvdie! 
. modit^tUig on re,ye^e|d truths and particularJ^ytylA 
reading t^ scriptures, by pbilosqphiealj. cr^Pfji c 
moral d^fficult^es^ or by miscellaoj^ous ot^jj^otipn 
. and suspicions;* wbioh qur minds rather , inftin|iat 
in^ passing. ^ tTi^in distinctly and forn^ially .pii^n 
Thus tl^ very jpjferci^es which have been juitl 
commended and enjoined^ as especial means, ( 
growth in piety apd hp,ppkiess, are frequently jei 
der^d.to us an^p9oa5ion.fpr conflictand disapu^ 
n^ent. This is ,a ^gource Oif. griet npt only at tl 
time, but in tJie re^ollecticax that svich is our jpr 
pension of mind 4 ^.nd, if, is aggravated by o^r 
ing, that nia^y excellent Christians dp). not .^^^ 
to share it. We. cpuld, indeed, view this with coi 
placency as the privilege of the poor and u 
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learned ; — that of having their speculative difficul- 
ties less and fewer^ while their other trials may be 
more severe. If we observe their happy simplicity, 
and sometimes sigh to be partakers of it, there is no 
contempt in the perception, and no bitterness in the 
wish. But when persons of finished education, and 
enlightened understanding, appear not only not to 
Ceel, but scarcely to discover difficulties; when, 
having no such trials to interrupt their comfort in 
religious thought or scriptural study, they hardly 
oqpipcehend or sympathise with those who deplore 
them,"— when we even find something of this charac- 
teHiatic in certain expository writers respectable for 
' 'fcluiiing and honoured for devotion, — we are apt to 
ripiiie^ and sometimes to despond. We ask our- 
'■ %AveBf how is it that these Christians of our own 
dam enjoy while we sufier ; that they are edified and 
mdmated while we are *' shaken in mind and trou- 
' bled;*' that they can say cordially, " Thy testimo- 
nies are my delight," while we have much more 
OBiue to say, " Open Thou mine eyes, that I may 
bdiold wondrous things out of thy law :" '' let the 
crooked be made straight, and the rough places 
jplain." We regard the dissimilar experience of 
mch persons, sometimes with discouragement and 
envy at their " unmoveable" and triumphant faith, 
sometimes with a half-grieved, half-proud (perhaps 
half complacent) suspicion of their want of intellec- 
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tuol sharp^si^htedness or strength; atid thus tre 
vibrato b^itweeh the feaf thlit the absence of aresA^ 
heaven-taught spirit ihay cause our own cavils and 
disquiets/ brid the other fear^ by its ' implications y^ 
mbre painftil/that the absence of a (i<i&Ay disoeirfa- 
ing and keenly 'investigating spirit causes their ac^' 
qlilescent tranquillity. Now there nday be namethkH^ 
of truth in i(uh 'riide oflihii^ alternative ; and yet not^ 
much as should gteatty £sturb or distress us. The^ 
ofe 'certainly two kinds of differences which mky 
give 'rise to such a contrast. The one is in the itt- 
tellectual constitution ; the other in the moral tendf- 
per and emotions. The former we cannot radically 
change ; not*, perhaps, though the change tti^ 
exempt uis fVbm many trials^ would we, if wis eoiidd. 
The latter, by divine help, we may acquire ; and ift 
so doing we should acquire that, which being ll 
source of strength and enjoyment in itself, destrdyis 
some of the anxieties referred to, and lightens all %h6 
rest. 

In the intellectual constitution- of some Christiaitt) 
and those dhdowed with highly useful kinds dfleciiiyi 
ing and ability, we observe what I must call,'notia^ 
vidiously, but for want of better terms, ' a cerfiAti 
hebetude or insensitiVeness with regard to ohj^ 
tiohs; Embracing warady and holding firmly f He 
most! mbiiibntoufr truths, they are no ^«y promjpiitd 
discbteiVand stiU less to" feel, '^hd difflenlties' Ncott'^ 
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ained in the record which presents them^ or which 
be truths themselves involve. Such minds^ when 
.nily ^' taught of God," may occupy most impor- 
ant and successfiil posts as teachers of others. 
rhey are least likely to be retarded and perplexed 
n the aim and career of evangelic zeal. They 
Qiay eminently bless, by a / warm- and unhesitating 
inculcation of essential truth, those numerous classed 
who possess an uninquiring temperament, or whose 
education has been not very enlarged, or in whom 
both these circumstances, by a joint and mutual in- 
fiuenoe, concur to narrow the sphere of doubt, or 
reps-ess its excursions. 

But you, for whom the present train of thought is 
chiefly adapted, cannot acquire, if you would, such a 
mental structure. The native character, and bent of 
l^our faculties may preclude this, even if no pecu- 
lar course of discipline has cpnduced to awaken 
ind extend them. Nor, perhaps, . (as 1 ha-yp already 
sonjectured,) would you, on the whole, desire to 
mssess it, were this within your choice. For you 
^fOl suspect that the mental quality or defect, what- 
wer it be, which tends to blunt or to exclude qbjec- 
ioBA, may tend likewise to obscure or to contract 
ibe view of exalted facts or doctrines : that the She- 
sfaki^h of divine truth, though steadily and grate- 
fully contemplated by the eye of such a iaith, must 
^ be '^ shorn of his beams;" that the less ample 

G 2 
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OX Vfoyei^ll^. gjifi^.ot $uch ^ bfliever*s.|pi^rce|>tidn, 
wjl^ it e^u()^s unw^lcpn^i^ objects on either hand, 
ciii9W»3Cf>lj^ps,tJ^at. broad ,,pnd ..tmde^nec^^^ gkiy!^ 
'.' d^f^,witJ;^,f»Qe|^ve l^bt," which belof^ ^.J!W 
0(w;n w,^yeri;qg«^ j^tful pillar of cejlestial ^re, Not^ that 
yotu,.cir La^ tQ.as^^e a general superiority po sudi 
«W4?. Xm {jm 1^- ^ T¥7 P^ay ^^i^^sTCfsajiiJ.or 
iwii4|9i^i^^,.or^n)fty possess le^s ^promptitude ^n^.J^ 
«WH>ff»^,H W^\ <i»^^^ Vtfiou; but withal ^(^ 
mQ?P^rt^?tg/*^4?^?F«^s P apprehending apdjde- 
^IWe MiPi^tbftiOR Tv;¥ch they fix. Neither yoy ?iop 
.^y. c^,t^ak„or ^el eaph iii: the other's, pa^niwr, 
f)9ji;,d}4 ^ F^^er ef spii;its intend i^ It ia true qf 
m»tWff4,^ oC^up^jrnaliural ffUs, " there wed^^^ties 
.9ffOp9jpa^qns^".^n4 the great Ruler divide^ ^^,tp ^sa^h 
,Wp/9eY^^ jaa^ He. will/' You^. tj^als ip^ere,^ in 
.^op^ .^p^ts^ tp differ from theirs ir^qurservioes 
^)f|awis^ ^njl your advantages^ were npt t0| be^ alto* 

g^herxtfthfiSfime order. ,. ' 

.,: BMt,|tjhep w& must., not .forget another, da^ pf 
;V^^i,1vluclv. permit me, to beUeve^ h9.yc^. .l:»epn 
jq^;r^,^pr^||kar^d by native and acquired su^cept^i* 
J^^e^ifii)4.pP^^^ ^9 discern and be affected Jbyfdiffi- 
q^l^ies thaii^^l^er yours or mine ; who yet^ we l^ve 
f^^I|LJ^^9Jl^;re^9 to. conclude, habitually mutate 
oiiffeY(^^4j^lV^^^> ^nd pursuj^ the study. of sci^ip^i^re 
,Ty^t^,miVffr lp3^9f pa^,?*.and.with puch.mppe of 
Wirf^9jTPfl9fi^.-:tbaf\. our^^yes, ^ §haU we i^oynt 



IN REVJEAliED ttfT^Th. HH 

for this difference by their greater capacity attd su- 
perior vigour in answering and overcoming' objec* 
ttonis^ which enables {hem to subdue and traknple 
down' at the instant each pain and doubt which is 
awakened ? Certainly not thus in every case ; in- 
asmuch as there are some difficulfi^ in revelation 
Which ho human niind can at any time fully remove; 
miicn tiess at ei^ery instant We'miist"adcou)it"for 

■Lit' ■• ■'. . 

it, I coiic^ve, principally by thdr more d^Vtmt -and 
ardent apprehension, more constant and energetic 
Y^d of those few most glorious truths, whlch/^hile 
investecl by many difficulties and ob^iiritieis, shine 
through and above them all« Now this, as we have 
earTy intimated, is, by the grace of God, attaiMble. 
Not the force and penetration of intellect, noft the 
ihass of erudition and strength of' meniory,' which 
w&e m a Pascal or a Howe — ^those are no where 
j)rmnised, and we have no ground to s^pose^ they 
are anywhere dispensed, in answer to prayer.' 'But 
Didt'is attainable (ibr it is surely held fortli ais an 
m^d of the humblest Christian's successful desire) 
WfOioiit which those qualities and attainments 

'hi-.' 

might niive plunged a Howe or Pascal in thi^ depths 
« frigid scepticism; namely, a spiritual and affec- 
boiiate adherence, a realizing and appropriating 
^Ii6«3iment, to the great things wUch God' hath 
oe^aredi This is the wisdom which he '^giveth 
EfieTally,'^ and for which we are all taught to 
jffBjr, entreating " that the God of out l/ycdi i^'&w* 
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Christ, the ^Fatter of (jlory, may give unto us the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him ;" that '^ the eyes of our understanding may 
he enlightened ; that we mlay know what is the hopq 
of his caUing, and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance."* 

Now let piinds of ever so great perspicacity^ and 
research, and fiirnitiirej the most capable, therefore, 
of objections a,nd resistance, become happily imbucfd 
with an adtn^ing grateful love for the gretU diis-: 
coveries of the gospel let them come to meditate 
feelingly on a Being mfiiiite in power and holing, 
who is also i^finite in pardon and in grace; 1^ Qma 
fix on t;he intense cohcentratidn ol these glbries at 
the cross : and then, for them, the difficulties oF te^ 
velatipn— tbpugli they do not disappear, — recede 
into their proper dimness, and shrink into their jii^ 
dimension. ... 

This supernatural unveiling of the Deity, thia 
disclosure of his righteousness and love in all their 
mpral glories, is a centre ever luminous, glowing, 
and expanding, from which the ieye of their faith 
cannot be v^ry long averted, and which castB its 
rays even , upon objects otherwise suited to repel 
that eye ; but which thus guide back its glance anbw 
to the light |)y which their own seeming gloom or 
barrenness or asperity are alone relieved. 

Would we then" read the scriptures; with niore 

* Eph. i. 17, 18. 
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benefit and satis&ction? We must seek^ not so 
inucb more laanung or more commentators^ (although 
t^^e^ a,r^ valuable in their place^) but^ by earnest 
prayer and humble vigilance^ an increase of faith> 
hppe and love towards the great scheme of gospel 
truth, the grand remedy of guilt and unhappiness 
and ruin; for we may expect^ in proportion as these 
graces are aw;ake or dormant^ cherished or declin-' 
ing, to find scriptural reading a source of encou- 
ragement and comfort^ or a source of disappointment 
and distress. I do not know that the difference 
which it has been thus attenipted to point out admits 
of comparison with any contrasts in the actual scenes 
of nc^ture^ or in the incidents of secular life : but perr 
hape a slight apologue in the eastern taste^ where fic- 
tion is blended with some scenery that nature offers^ 
^)ay contribute not unpleasandy to its illustration. 

In a century long '' before the flood," and in 
regions bordering on Euphrates, the youth Idoriel 
had learned by tradition from his pious ancestors 
the existence of a mystic cavern, through which he 
was assured that he might arrive at scenes explored 
but rarely since the Fall: even at that paraclise 
which Adam forfeited. His dying fiaither had 
solemnly urged him to become a pilgrim thither^ 
warning him, indeed, of the doubtfiil and rugged 
way, of the darkness and difficulty which might at- 
tend his entrance, and perhaps long impede his pro- 



sress: yet still repeating%-T'QQ. my son. enter and 

Sersevere, Liffht will spriag: up in darkness. Thoush 
Eden be tenantless and its grroves lie waste, and the 
cnerubim have r^si^rned , their needless watch, yet 
firo: for the very air of thatpnce blessed ffarden>,the 
mumuir of its waters, iand the odour 8f its silent 
wMds, wul prefigure to thee that better country to 
^hich the promised E^eliverer of our ruined race wiQ 
at last exalt the purified. — Igoriel heard with tears, 
and when he had committed to the tomb his parent s 
revered remains, and the suii of that funereal day 
was setting, he earnesjtly asjked himself— Can I defer 
the t)ilenmafife which such a father has eniom^ i 
The youth rose before the following: dawn, girded 
himself, and providing a small store of simple viands, 
journeyed towards the entrance of the cave. It was 
situate, as he had been told by the departed, at the 
end of a sequestered ravine in the mountains ; and 
concealed by the projection of a low-browea roclc. 
When he had pressed through the thorny gorge of 
the defile, and was stooping to explore the cavern s 
mouth, he heard laughter far above him^ It wa[s 
from the cell of a hermit-astronomer on one of the 
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clifis which towered round the pass, who, though 
dwelling so near the mystic cave, had not ap- 
proached it, and would have sneered in utter con- 

tempt at its reputed wonders. A warrior and a 

■ ■' . .-^ ■ • 1. . . ^- • ' ■■ ■.♦.■■ •■■■.I 

hunter from '' the land of Havilah" were visiting this 

sage, who laughed sdomfullyto see a goodly youth 
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y bade tmn leave wild 

oem^ lOT cnudren^ afld come with them to chase 
the hon' sin4 leopard.' But tel'^be^d tliem hot, 

oil J UHi u\ !.>/- V'^' '.i"'-'*!-^*^ 'J ■'^' 'M'- A '■> *-' ^'^ '•■' 

.and havipg at length discovered a low and narrotV 
opemng^ which the rocks and treesi had bidden^ he 
•proceeded with dimculty, always stobping, frequeijtly 
kneeling^ and sometimes even prostrate^ into the in- 
tenor of the cavern. After this was gained he fo^nd 
no.wfint of space, though he was compelled to bend 
low .ever md ^non. as h^ advanced. Ine cave ex- 
•panded on his view ; while' but a griimmenngf yet 
un^rtnlv hght pervaded it, and the small torch 
whiclf l^B hadr brought witt njim burned diihjy 
anudst it? vapours. Vast stalactites huncr from the 
roof, and seemed to carry back the date of this ex-* 
pavation towards the creation of the world, and of 
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>v^ "J^'V; ' I'll- -ji -. '• "'0 ' '" x' '^ ')' k •'♦' 

prints, ^and kings, of sacrificial ntes and hgly sym- 

^ l\vyn>- *i,i -''^"i;- ■ /.-.^vv-Jc i-.->" I' ;i ./^rv.-r-'Ou'- 
.bqls, were sculptured ih colossal forms Upon the 

rocky walls. AH along beside his path there was a 

deep a-byss, on which the vapours hung densply, 

afid which his eyer essayed in vain to pierce. At 

-Uh f*'ii \h.t\ .M- ■•'•'<■■: ■■{•'•• '4"'\ > />■ •■ '< 

times the scene grew not only rude but dfeary, a 
sort of subterranean de3ert ; at other times sharb 

paints . unexpectedly wounded his feet : now and 

^i iJ 'A^i^u *-)■ A ^Ki'.^'B..i t ' ■ -^ '-''^'^ V j.»« ai- ■<■ Y 
(hen aiao^some hideous shapes, issmng from the 
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vapour motioned him to retire; and his taper aft 
times so feebly dispelled the darkness^ that his heait 
began to sink and his patience to faulter. — Alas ! — 
(he exclaimed^) perhaps my good and simple-hearted 
father was deluded. He thought he had attained 
by this path to a view of para^se,' but I fear be 
must have erred. He may hav6 seen amidst this 
chaos of clo.i;ds some imaginary semblance of those 
happy gardens; but this cave seems likely to be one 
which demons excavated, and where the sons of the 
giants have graven historic legends. It is ahcknt 
and magnificent, but I am weary of its obscurity, its 
beetling roofs and rough, uncouth windings; I will go 
back to the fair valley of Euphrates, and dream of 
no paradise beside. And yet my beloved &ther 
' foretold these discouragements and hinderances, and 
admonished me nevertheless to persevere. But 
then they are so great, so many, so continued> so 
wearisome. — He was turning to retrace his steps ; 
when a white-robed figure gliding fi*om behind a 
crag, thus chid the youth's irresolution and revived 
his zeal. — I^oriel, son of Sethos, forsake not thy 
father's steps, despise not thy father's counsels. 
Follow on, and thou shalt know. Stoop yet again, 
even as a, little phild ; for this st^e of thy pil- 
grimage demands it : bend in lowliness ; look in- 
tently for the light beyond thee : ^invoke Adonai with 
fervour, and he shall give thee light.— Tlie genius 
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spoke . and disappeared. Idorielj amazed yet ani* 
iQ$U^, resumed his purpoi^ ; bent low to follow on- 
ward; eaUed,more reverendy on the God of his 
fiBLtberj and looked intently towards the light beyond. 
Nor was it in vain. For as the cavern's roof now 
ro^e. again into loftiness, the volumes of mist above 
him se^xied suddenly unrolled, and beyond him a 
crescent metepr^ like the new moon in miniature, but 
of a ^by light, shot its lustre through all the vault ; 
and, unlike the moon, diffiised a cheering warmth. 
Idoriel's eye brightened and his heart beat quick. 
I^e looked around, and all the rough places and 
recesses of the cavern were tinged with living ray% 
7he crags, indeed, had not lost their ruggedness, 
nor the sands their tedious flatness, nor the abyss 
its precipitous and murky depth shaded by rolling 
vapours ; but the new illumination cast upon all these 
now showed the pilgrim ftdly what he had before 
been ignorant of, that the cavern abounded with in- 
estiniable treasures. He had found, indeed, pre- 
viously here and there a gem, which the light of his 
ow,n feeble torch detected, and which seemed beau- 
tiful and precious. But now each height and each 
recess disclosed them. The purest native gold was 
iif the veins of many rocks ; ^^ the precious onyx and 
th^ ss^phire" gleamed on every side ; and sometimes 
ij^ere that niddy light fell full upon them, they be- 
came as '^ stones of fire." On the face of the blankest 
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aji^ mofst frowning r9cl^,tJiW}. soi;|t^t^eqf,.iihQl^ :^ 
iny^lu^ble jewejl ; aod some lay. apajrUHig .^ his ^ 
ii^ ^the :dry aiygl sandy pa^piig^ ^ijb^ 'inj^fyeoed* 
Eyen frpm ,the ol^fts xxf tbe abya^ ,wbicb/h« . 4eq?w«d 

tq^fathQm, ^e^.untold^riches.gli^^nocti <i^¥lt ,9^(^Pb4 
t^4^QVQ it^.'terrcH^ . : He saw^ tooi that at-Jei^t e|^^ 
pr^fkpipol and .clistingi4i3bed gem, ^ hflngazec)..^ ^ 
g?qw brighter* andithiew.back^ ,9» ifi fey spagicjf ;tbe 
yerjf iviage an4^^fl^<Wi ofth^ crescent ^9jfca|:.>-7J(» 
sqqih (ex(^med. Jdoriel) though my . prpgi^ 
ttjfc^Mgb this apcient. cavern has been 8om^tuiQea 4aii( 
aj^d .sadv, a^id wearisome and intricate^ yefrit ^i^ &i}l 
of: coumtlasa richesand of growing wonders. ^vT)^ 
gk^i^ and guiding star bespeaks .the pr^senioe 
of iJLdonai.; and the gems which it discloses jseem tp 
be&tjwd indicate, the approach to *' Eden> tbo g^rn^ 
4en.of God.?' In that region^ as our seers and pools 
h^ye assured us» were found not only, the delicious 
luxuriaj^^e of flowers and fruits, but also i^nineid. 
ti^easures in abundance. ^'The gold of thatrjand, 
was. good." There was the sapphire ^^ and '-.the 
onyx. stone;" and our first parents, yet blest, wiih 
guileless innocence, walked often when the si|n bad 
set, .with friendly cherubim ^' in the midst 0tf.tlK>^< 
stones of fire," which shone like glow-worms in the 
moonlight that revealed them. Hiis cave, with all 
it^ d^iscourag^nents, yet seems likely and worthy, to 
bpi an avenue to that forfeited abode. . Idoriel's fancy 



W."^ ' ' He?^Hbti^t of to JqpWted fattier ,^ *e shed 
a§'lk)fb'6fgri^faLiid](^<; And' whSl^;eve0 through 
IWof i^n^bvH hisreye:#&3btithestarof promise and 
arli^^Yi^aSsed to God; he still ^vatioed inhope 
«• **%^t'^h''his< way Tgrtcing/' Bnt ere- long 
grew ^rdtnislis ih 1h» deVotlt and tfae'observimt 
irit - U^eh 'th^ good gemud hid? edjoihed. He 
Wlbk^'to'ja^y', and now %ds If dai^ : b&e^a^ 
B^ towiihls the ruby light bej/^ild lAtn, because 
'tiifeid ei^tobutitered a stone of stumbling';' or some 
A "bf oflfence had > bruised him eren' threbgh Ms 
iraals. ' Whenever thiese changes in IdoriisVis tem- 
r '^and practice occurred, there ensued eflbets 
)' ttxost (Uscours^ng. A chilly vapour^ ari^ng 
o^ thief abyss and gradually condensing, involved 
nib its damp aond disheartenmg cloud/ hiding at 
SJB the crescent and all the treasures which it had 
ide W visible' and splendid. Little more than 
l^'^brst glhnnilering< light remained: it sufficed, 
bedy together with his taper, to discover the rude- 
|8> the depths^ and" the vnndings, ^ but it was at- 
BdHsd by no warmth, and it revealed no briHiailts. 
•^^ight grope for a gem as at first, but if he found 
it Was pale and frosty to his eye. He began to 
'fajitinted 'afresh with'the thought of illusion and 
fa{)i)[K)ihitment. Yet Idoriel coidd not now reddve 
tufrh backv ' He' r^nembered what wonders had 
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been s&oim him. He had '^ seen the star" and al 

its minute but enduring mirrors^ und though he waf 

grieved and disconsolale at this return of '' gioomi< 

ness;" more sad than the heaviest *^ morning spreai/i; 

upon the mountains/' yet he dared not renounce hif 

desire or nourish his despair.-^At least (he cried) ii 

there be a paradise^ and if there b^ access to it^ thu 

must be *' the way." — He mused on the admoniti^ 

of the genius, and self-convicted of neglecting it, iq»r 

{^red with a heartfelt prostration the return of thajt 

sacred and consoling light. But it beamed not ,«# 

the instant ; it revived not speedily. Yet his whiter 

robed monitor, half ^een amidst the cloud, was heajod 

^^nnly to whisper — ^Though justly rebuked aad 

chastised for thy remissness, be encouraged ^^alwa]!^ 

to pray, and not to faint," always to '^ watch," and 

not despond. — Cheered by these words, the sorrow^ 

Idoriel fSaebly persevered. With what grateful rap? 

ture did he find, after patient waiting, the doud 

begin to be dissipated, and the long-concealed st^ 

appearing again beyond him! not waning or more 

remote, but become a broader crescent and of ^fS^ 

more rud(fy beam. • •' ;i. - . ^ 

71ms he grew bitterly and jc^uUy aoquflonte^ 

with the secrets and marvels of tb^cav^ fLn4 

thou^ ** folly was bound up in his heart," he better 

knew its remedy. When .mists -began to flit be^Mfi 

faim, and the eold dond to rest^on him,.hei fek 
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the warning penalty^ and souglit to resume a more 
devout and earnest watch. And still at every 
point where he actually did this^ the star reappear- 
ing grew towards a full-orbed radiance^ and the 
gems around his path became more numerous and 
refulgent At length the adventurer grew feeble 
with continued eSort, and lay down to rest^ like the 
patriarch long after at Bethel, with stones for his 
pSlow; weary, yet haj^y; for he felt as if paradise 
were near. It was a deep steep which had come upon 
him; but in that slumber he was borne by the 
genius round a jutting rock which almost closed the 
exit of the cave, and woke redining under the gUt» 
taring arch of egress, where the fragrant groves of 
Eden lay spread beneath, and the sound of many 
waters echoed round him; and the Uvdy visions of 
a new Eden never to be forfeited, and of aseoond 
Adam, the Adonai from heaven, the glorious ran- 
aomer and restorer of the wretched, was poured into 
Idoriers heart 

I hcfpe, that to this slight allegory, when taken in 
osDnesion with the thoughts that precede it, no key 
can be found needfuL But it is usual to subjoin 
the moral to the fid>Ie : and it may be well, evea at 
the risk of tautology, that we rapidly review the pur- 
Mtd lesson. A tender reverence for parental ex- 
onple and injunction is among those means whidi 
?hmdeiioe fi^uentfy and graciously i^»piHnts,.ta 
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]p^pl'^he;ini'tfd'tb agdAotfe iWdy erf" GdaM 
But^" whatev^ M' linmfedldte **fjfe6a«tfe; lA 
tK^toa love arid ^n^i^ pcrttmal ffis 

6f 'spiritual a)ttWcti6n, br'fejediiilatWTe'a 
Wliid, haViitg l^krnt knylMiiyof iUe ^mrottlH^^ 

fe^l, hb^'e^ii^fy thWt' j)otiint biid derisiVen^ 
a^aiiist tUAA^, biiwstilMi^'ated levity, prid^ aii 
c^^'k^d'l«v6totJdii^;'W(Hild aU 6(m9pir^>ii) 
cksm "iVibk^eitti^n ^^hil^h'this search must mti 
t*k bfteni"In rettr^riafetit from th^ no^ce* of ' 
seorneb/aod stiinetidies '6perily, ii^ de^te' df { 
from a jiiif 'tefeUn^' iiow llrt^^ ^q^ cto "clfeittf^ 
patterns'or iJrbif ots of moral wisdortii-^hii Stu 
engagecJ m aiid'ptirsned. ¥l^fenteVfei^ It is'k 
subjects to wHich'thef scriplurfe 'rtfcte'are pert 
to be 'Vd8t"to(I prolbulid. -' Dfetrfc- qiiesttens df 
tory and' philosOpMy' n^gefi*' fteitl^lves; airt 
great spiritual and t!iteoS^fcal"^ecr*ts Whid 
hum^Eih mind can iadioni; eiiv^ron ui^ on alt'i! 
In some partd we are' sii?prisedl)y what seeiAs 
sofh^' ailii unitai^poftant. In others ■ weighty' 
p^Aiful dxffietittes repel khd w^utid us. Tlie « 
li^ts 6f iiur reason ^nd oW ihforhiation eanii^b 
di^i tiie^ obiscurities^ atad^i^e ar^ tempted ^( 
iikjAfeently birdcfsjfeAdently to-ask ourseiT^Bs,-^ 
a 'Volume, which 'so • jterpdtually eJtcitts my 'A 
and'Wffl^ 'aKke My i^^ty tiMmy i^dsetnrd 
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ecUy the .holy word of God; given as my only 
1^1^. 4nd W9y to heavenly wisdom and life eternal? 
iuol^ ^ou^liess,. is the imacknowledged and afflio- 
i^.fieeling of many an inquirer*s mind. But let 
b^g7«fl^t Inspirer of. that holy word give a new pro- 
wnenoe to its most affecting truths, or rather soften 
iH^-ipiDepare the mind to receive deeply their de- 
igned and natural impression, — ^let Him '^ shine 
ntbinithe heart to give the light of the knowledjge 
ItJijiB- glory" (as it is unveiled by this volume) ^^ in 
barface of Jesus Christ," and then at once are the 
iqpeet and estimate of the whole book essentially 
lad benignly altered. Difficulties indeed remain : 
aany <^them peqilexing, some important, some in- 
crutable. But not a few are unravelled ; while others 
ie/ illustrated, and all, in a measure, relieved, by 
hqie strong and glowing beams of divine holiness 
od Wving-kiodness whif^h are now thrown upon the 
rjliole. By the ever-crescent light and warmth of 
bcitf Ibrgiving Love which is felt to be the very es- 
anceo^the revelation, are all its parts nowexa- 
ained and interpreted^ or, where not to be inter- 
red, submissively yet hopefully postponed. The 
^palliBg sina and miseries of man, and the terrific 
adgBients from his Maker, which this book so ex- 
iititly and awfully records, are vindicated, as far as 
ley' can be, probably, to oujr present narrow facul- 
es, from the. dreadful mystery which involves them, 
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byai^w of the still greater remedial^ myslefy 
salvatioQ. A multitude of precious^ .^truth^^ i 
equally interspersed, but wonderfully hannoQJi^ing, 
admonitory, consoling, promissory, pr^di^ve^-Ti 
now discerned and valued, B6f reflecstisg^. u^ ^ 
several modes and degrees, the one gjreat light 
the divine perfection. In this temper o( . l^^oart, fi 
iftywitha strong apprehension and eomest '^ aco 
tatloa" of '*the glad tidings of great joyjV ri 
scriptures, notwithstanding their unremotred di 
culties, will assuredly be held fast as '^, the gift 
God," the ** word of life," the charter/ -foo ^te^ 
But when this sentiment becomes deadened qp m 
petided, when, from remissness in prayer, or ao^^ 
watdbfiil,. unbelieving disposition, w/& ceasa to»)fl 
tefnplate with grateful tenderness ithoser^/^c^OfJ^ 
doctxdnes, and think coldly of the, attrijbaite^td 
jdayed in God's own way of dispensing pasd^n, I 
and felicity,-— then, while ouit hope grow^ fyinti i 
doubts are strengthened and' multipUed. .We tt 
to dwell almost exclusively on what is duitast^fiil 
unsearchable, and every such difficulty .acquu 
tenfold force. : . .y 

The great antidote for such a state ,mi;Bti 
" watching unto prayer;" together lyith r^QQf 
though humble efforts to realize the deep peceius 
and unequalled worth of those same doctrupies. . .1 
these best of means, in that languid and poor w 
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ining them with which some of us are chargeable^ 
y not at once, or even speedily, remove such feet 
;s; I( however, they are sincerely and pensever* 
^ resorted to, we may confidently hope they shall 
m at length. *^ Who is among you . that feareth 

I Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
freth in darkness and hath no light ? Let him 
St in the name of the Lord, and stay himself 
m his God." *^ The glorious gospel of Christ^*' 
en it shines again with new power in the heart, 
fl be yet more glorious and more welcome, 
nreeent foBy and un&ithfiilness and pain shall 
m given us -new reasons to prize it; and difiH^ 
de» shffiU be still more cast into shade by the 
Med discovery. Let us press through these 
ihitftions; Whidii, by our own fault, or perhaps 
the secret counsel and appointment of Him 
> designs to ^* humble and to prove" us, may 
be many. But ** he that endureth to the end 

II be saved;** saved by those divine and immti'' 
0- 'methods which he too often failed to appre* 
B and rejoice in. And when in the '' deep 
p" of death, the Christian bids forewell to God's 
tten revelation, then shall the immediate and 
kmded light of divine perfection burst upon him, 
'lie shall be transported " to know, even as also 
B known/' 

Cetanwhile, though the complete Bible, if we hold 
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i» mubh ttcdeedble m Idi ^^iX^^teiipeA ift^hfueum 
tthi Bkies, yet it hyM^m^^aafdli^^ 
tiort of thi» cblldcticfti 6f 'sbrtp^iM ({Ml^tf6'^!tigii( 
'<6qua% ther atCentibn *o^eV^resddt^^"dr theft^ ai 
^tie* Madev 'in ^n^equdi klegvee.- If iMefdMblN) 
«m(|un; 16 addpfc % w6U44iM)WYI flgtiM^ '^MtU^wtae 
itielaiiibteay'WKder; and d«{>thJB irhere^tfae' rt c phi 
ttlu90«ffini/' tli^ Mbter idiiK^fCalfed to-riMltuice dttl 
«idMir the fl<kid iKiay ov^ftow or weatry^it: ^ HhQ^ 
pilgripi of the oaferfi> when new mito and darloae 
joccui'i'ed, riot< '^iMed that path wh^«> waw-fcui 
light and least^obsTtructiotvy' he .would hav<^' iNi 
fttill m^T^ disheartened and bewildfO^.' tiitod^ 
thrust htm6Blf for into '' the clefts of the rkggt 
Fodks,^ the guiding star might have 'been at in 
moment hid. And this seems ^one reason wli^ ill 
habit of biblical criticism is sometimes found to kfv 
lowered faith and ■ lessened • spirituality ; hetM 
while' the ** things hard lo be understood'^'! are'*i 
mueh'and sedulously investigated^ the ^reat)thki( 
of God> the truths -which ^ bedew^ 'embalm; Mtt 
oveprun the heart," ''^ are too little imbibed. " ' • ' 
' He who is exploring the strata of a damp cl)asi 
or searching amine for subterraneous fossils^ iyi 
ddubt investigating (and, it may be. Very common 
aWy) *' the wonderftil works of God 5" but if the 

• H«rtat, in tbe beaiittlul pieceentfUed « The Glaii6^.*« ' 
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\ tl^Jia1]|j|;^al:f refeiwc^ ^b4 pwsuitai .b9< wili «elr 
Wg^^gsAkm hfi9tXki^nd BJoivMion mnidst the b^eaes 
^wii^tm^.K>f^di&>|])«aj^t$^ He who 

^^y^ mtb Sd^li'^tbe idetail aind principle^of 
0^ 'jM^^ilic leode^: qr vip^ ,LQWth the. structure, of 
jribr^l paelryj is deobfde^oi.well'dampied in ^la- 
sifivgitiaydse seiiptiires wbUh are gii^n ^^by:iiia|u« 
Iaifi6f G(Mi;V but Jie wust bewaineJe^t, whikiAwoa- 
iid) bjt the laws .of isaepifioe <»r the la^i'ts of. metue^ he 
iMld^be too little conviereaiit with that' redamplitiB 
^hteh ithe Mosaio .expiirtioiyi. wene-.ia: tempoiaijr 
Mdow^z/andiiwhieb. the lyre of Isaiah could but 
i«]Mde^tif< To ( 4he i^lreaker or more . suweptible 
brifltilin L would vcsaj^-rHiegleet no part of ^CK»ipttlBe 
flljigr ; .Gltill less adopts sdedionsunfiaithful to yomr 
il^eat ioitarestSd' But do not study most these 
Irt^fviwhichiiprofit you'the leasts which are^ in your 
qperieiuee^riQOstidifficsuk^ and therefioire sometimeilj 
uJmst^ . will :be: unfit for you. Do not enter 'Oh 
iic^insioas..!Q£EKekiel.or Zeohariah> the conqiiests 
iii^bttaBvpr the lirac»,.^> Davids at a season when 
atecVi j^istles or John's gospel^ or .some de¥o- 
onal pontidna^of theipsalms or prophets^: are better 
Iftpteddtobyour perusals Some modeneL'Wflters 
p|iea^(^intimate> that the study of evei^ pojrt of 
i^tlM^^ i^'to all. persons, equally a duty.* Bht 
III' te s^if a ahepherdy having a large and varied 
i8tci{it|t|^r,^s QsfikB^ jahpul^ urge the we^ and 
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(although of less '' injurious" character and maj 

nitude than his^) I can find less of extenuatM 

inasmuch as I cannot forget the tender ChriM 

instructions^ and the keenly luminous re^Ml 

of conscience^ in despite of which they Were'^f! 

tered; nor, altogether, the inward malignSff^ 

those tempers, the hidden turpitude of those'')H 

sions and imaginings, which they involvefdJ^ 

dwelt in that '' world of iniquity" and travOTli 

its recesses, while others could but observe it M 

siently and distantly as among ^' wandering siwX 

so far, moreover, from saying with Paul that"^* 

thought I did God service," I must confess, tb 

knowing myself a rebel, I " revolted moiis *'m 

more." And yet,— with this afflictive distinct 

from his case, this darker, stronger title to^'ifi 

motto, ** of whom I am chief," — I could still cdb 

dently indulge the hope that a pardoning God faj 

'* cast all those sins into the depths of the sefl 

had He but Ukewise '' subdued my iniquities 

were there proof as indisputable as in the instilS 

of Paul, of my being indeed '* a new creatJiiii 

But although, in desire and profession, I have'^ 

resorted to the refuge of the penitent ; althougtf 

purpose I have abjured iniquity, and have soi^ 

to present myself '' a living sacrifice" to God, si 

so great and numerous have been my '^ sm 

faults^" so fearful at many times the strength a 
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mastery of ^^ presumptaous sins/' so far and often 
an I brought ^^ into captivity to the law of sin and 
death,'* that I know not how to hope my renova- 
tion has been genuine. I tremble lest offences 
flmbsequent to so many prayers and vows on my 
p^9 to so much long-suffering kindness on the 
part of the Most Holy^ should in all their hundred- 
fidd ingratitude and baseness remain uncancelled^ 
and consign me at last to woes intensely sharpened 
by the thought^ that I was so long '^ almost a 
Christian/'-*'^ not far from the kingdom of God." 
. , Still it is not, I think, usually among this class, 
who have to acknowledge the bold and unrestrained 
transgressions of former life, that we may expect the 
most anxious interest in our present subject : for 
d^ose who once gave unchecked indulgence tocor- 
mpt desires and irreligious habits, can hardly fail 
to recognise so much of practical change attendant 
on .tbeir Christian profession, as to indicate at least 
wme great revolution of principle and feeling; and, 
whatever be the power, or even incidental domi- 
qfayoBj gf a sinfulness which they deplore, they 
wst jr^. often revert to that prior change, with a 
Jmco of hope that it was truly ^' from above." 

Bvt^you, it may be, have a different kind of path 
mA memoir to retrace. Your course has differed 

jiiccgdingly from that of Paul or Augustine, of Bun- 

•• • 

jm or of John Newton ; you were not only brought 

H 
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« 

up (like some of them) '* in the nurture and adi 

tion of the Lord/' but you never (like them) sc( 

that admonition^ nor overtly and daringly '^ ti 

from the holy commandment :" you maintained 

earliest years an unbroken outward respect, ^ 

measure likewise of inward veneration, for th 

pblntments and promises of religion ;''^and th 

secret sins ensnared and often enthralled you 

were you not permitted at any time long to 

yourself their unresisting prey. Now from 

state, when your feeling of the perilous evil o 

became more acute and poignant, and your t 

of the value of the gospel remedy more deej 

cogent, a most real and vital transition might 

place, to the reception of God's mercy throug 

atoniujg Saviour ; and yet this transition be, ev< 

your own view, comparatively unmarked and si 

You had passed, as it were, into what was dee 

the path of evangelic light and warmth, 

frbm a dark and icy zone of indifference 

hardness, but from some nearer and more dul 

thtek. This it is which augments your dc 

You seemed, and still seem, to have been previc 

sailing, or drifting, however slowly and unstej 

aftd' heartlessly, in almost the same course : foi 

dlbiate, and the vessels in company, were not 

di^iikiilkr.-^You question besides if you are im 

^vfHSiltii the/ tlDpic hne, because instead of t 
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gf^de and uniform gales which should there impel 

l^ap^ heavenward^ you encounter mistB and calms and 

fampests^ and cften find the wind more boisterous 

iOd'HUH^ contrary than before you were professedly. 

stftoring towards the land of rest 

(jfStfti there. is something in your case still more 

l^ecwliar; Not only do you contrast^ like other 

intchful self-examiners^ the opinion of human wit- 

bM^s with your secret knowledge of evils in your 

liitn hearty and viewing these with the eye oC in- 

tl^rior consciousness, through the detecting micro- 

«Dope of God's holy law, find their multitude and 

ijllrformity and restless force appalling, — but you 

i(q^ the just demand of your special privileges and 

(ftfo/i^tions. You were never imbued in childhood 

jiy.^mate connexions, with prejudices against re- 

fpled truth. You saw and felt even then the mo- 

gje];iitous grandeur of " the things eternal." Vm- 

adeniial restraints have surrounded you. You are 

miffre that bodily and mental temperament have 

jH^/ contributed to deter you firom flagrant trans- 

fgfffAaiL And when, amidst these thoughts, you 

Mf^lve your own unpublished annals, you percei^ 

m^ dread how much more culpable each offence, 

ff jtljiought, word, and deed, must be in your case, 

Aff^ rt^B gross outward sins of some who were npt 

l^lllfHisandth part so enlightened or exempted or 

ffgjg^r^. But. above all, as you have advance^ 

H 2 
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ktiQ: have ; experienced, ttttiidit? ^ >ixMtj^ * i<^yp#6$,^tiie 
foVbearince of y6ttr Gbd; fetid! J^t,^mtf5 thttfSir^i^ 
miimb^d debts ' And b6b(fe ' <if ' grittftud^ tic^Mii^^ 
ktifig still, ^ith' lifb ^ bastt^hilg ' to ^ it^» pdriM^^I^ 
llH^^I^Wbtk oP sanctSfieittidh mb^'Uod liifli'i!MI« 

j6tiTiilikWmsi:,\\Aig ere tte^;*e'f^ eifcifia*fe*a^^«ISl 
^*(i*^a^ fei!hid4rliBS0luti<m ^tid^b6!tdj[W6tf ^ 
prafiiluh^ agkitist yotir pitnci^ 'and hapels;^flbi[§lil 
Ka^'M'glitomlest and miost afflictive of all feattliki 
\<itffed*^Jiid oppressed you; the fear that ytiiia^iMfc 
lit reality' ''transformed by thfe reneWng » W'MtlJfr 
iMliia!"' You have aTrf^Hy felt, perhai^;'«<^hat^ii«W 
oQr^nost Original writers has thus fordbly stttf^/ifiiif 
the i'l^^ inn *' conunitted at sixteen, is ti6t tke^lfiaif 
(Yhbii^h it agree in all other circunistattces)»^'liil 
fbftv ; but swells and doubles from the circtttdi^ 
sf^Ce of bur ages ; wherein besides the constant #d8 
JA^kcu^abte habit of transgressing, it hath the in*" 
iiiVit^ 6f our judgment to cut off pretence titit6>^ 
kfe or pardon :" that *' every sin^ the moi^ 'ftife 
c^iiiaxiitted, the more it ac^uireth in the quiEiMlly »df 
evil;' ks it succeeds in times, so it proceeds into ^dft^- 
gVcles bi t3adness ; for as they proceed they evefr iMi^ 
ply^;' Sandi like figures in arithmetic, the last^itliiiJbijRiir 
nlo^ ttian all that went before it." ^ Or (tif^^s tisfp f ml 

''''' •'^* " V Sir rr: Browne, Rel. Med. ppl loi-l. *d. l^H^ *"^^' 



i|IQf)aa<i{Cj^^*^ii^y (What.f 6^^ to be this authorfsi s(Uu- 
^H^yy^ .srtm4^:tQ Siwt .that each new repetitiop of 
tbfi^^^l^^V^i^lik^A upt^tipn. of. units from tha.r%A£ 
pj^ij^a^ j^^ ; ' ^b^^ i^c]9L,;G^i3e. added on the ,}^ 
^i9^1jhi)lfTb»oaly.8^ ii^i<m5e,lAie.foTOer, yet standi ^r 
^.fl^tip)^ 1>ifi*^l(9^t p?^eetjfcigvrT-AJ^XMi*yif;ft*.aA;id 
|j5ipnu[^.s«y), bpWjifea^lHl y^t hpw trup a. .f|Bck9piji^ ! 
^jfl^jdb;«fM^^.,*^prpgr^}oar . Row Qy^^wb^^u^g 
.fff^ ^t?pulta»plyw>g ..^bm:(ie» pf pjBEeace^ J-Tl-Afl^^^iaiy 
SprfK-CyW wiJl =^). has, be^n always. ful^ ^,{}jg)l^]^l 
J,}f^^.,b^n gentjyjdjcawn^ by. Yaripu?i,.fttip>9fjo^ 
.^ .|?j; ^^^QgMished instruments^ towardf.,t^f„^gty 
.c^|j|)e|s^ce>j ..diving Frovidenice has favoured. |^)|^ ajt 
V^Cfiii^Ji re»ti:^}pt^. .and inciteioents : — ^yet^ whil^^^fjp 
i|g]jJd|iaftdjthfi,l5bMrch may have seen little ftfti^fpR- 
^ttP^iJ. h^Ci l^n consciously ''a. bapksjj^^ :^^i 
(l^aj^!; j^i^b^U " jfitled with my own way/' .i^j^gfpe 
thmi^;f^l> when.a graeioua God has seeme4,1^o 'f^^^rt 
4telPt'i.Jnften^indi to/l^ad. me f' for His nawq'^ ^^^'j* 
i%irf^fl^tb?;>.1)f: right^usn^' anew> afid , t^,5g9^t 
dSfoime >i»Ptivps to. i^atcbfulftess .haye,,pi^^^^ 
l^ig^ B^i^wiog thfipangs.of past transgije^icflj, ^^ 
.ibe^lilg^K^^ i1(?IUfhj9<U0^^ :tlwm,— ^ii)^,^ft^j:^fl;^jfj[^^ 
h*retlibe««ki9f ttW fmd yet again ^nfrJitJ^iill|, ^,^d f\^ 
%f^f)e^j;^^eMr^,)^th, tMrned me. aside,/ Vt;,T^^§pic 
4S^^9iVe)¥^^A\^. jij^nt of.peac§,a^ JQX>,tl^e,,str(^ 
tsmg^m^ ^>utter^^n]?(^)jy^ ^p^prwhifl^i ^il^^ilH^ 
wem t<i^V?.i^ef.|j^jJt^ j^tfi^^pf ^all^^bp^^T^^^ 
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162 VII. DESPONDENCY ARISING 

Father of lights," — that "the natural man" can dis- 
cettt wflie tMngs of tbte S^iMi''''pak^i4'tA^ir«E6i^ 
leitdy, iii(I go on to'^k' tB^in;— «^%oul in 'skori^ 
aMndaritly felsilyitfgifte woVd'o^GodC?" • "'"."'' 
. W* ire not apt fc c<inBidet'fcow'iiilic& pfiae an3f" 
unbeBrfUieJre ttajt bfe m'deiijrin^; ilthou&li it lie' wiS?' 
a t6itt^«r iK^r:-{<ba^^eiii'ahdi<A\int«i^ )iui(u^f ' 
thtfPif is "Odd .^o ^orkedi i'tt HW^ to '^ill'aiic^ ^'■• 
dtf^f' tfiat'He'Mso ha*H '"'Vrotigllt all'bur' wotks in'*' 
wf-f^'ibat we 'have liotHing 'whidK'we'li&ve ■''' nSf 
retfeWed:" The cohi*i«6tf't>ught tbbe more'd'e^V 
inf|>r^iited oA u^, that hot billy is it presump^iioas, , 
aiid 46' SoMe s^nse hlasphethous,' to' qiij^tibn tlie ' 
po^ji'br^^fillitigness of Jehovah to forgive and to " 
renfeW ui, if still unforgiven atid urirenewecl; btrf 
thstt'ft-febo approaches, more than i^rearisf aware;' t6\ 
a tifelf-righteous blasphemy and cohti'adidtibb of 
God'4^#ord, if we say,— I have indeed often prayecl'^^^ 
withf 'iliifcerity, and (amidst unspeakiable fraiky* aiiS 

■ 'J ' I J f '/J 

depttivfty') hungered and thirsted after righteo^- 
nessU' I hav'e sought to lay hold of the gospel re^g^^ 
and to Walk worthy of that high vbcation"; but aff ^ 
this 'has been my own impulse and my own wbrK, 
and^tfofc the operation of the Holy Spirit . YfeVtiis*^^ 
is what ■ yoTi virtually assume and affirm wbieh you 
dei^hd df your spititiial conditioh, ahd refu^ to^ 
number' yourself among" those who are ' partakers erf 
diviA'ii gface. ' How does siich a view of your state an- 
swer the ap0iitfe*i^'4j[iieation,^*''wuo WVvm^^ 



FROM SINFULNESS. 153 

ii^eiVT-and what hast thpu that thou hast not re-. 
»ived?" It answers by. implication^ though uq- 
onsciously, thus :— J have ^ade my self to difi'er ; or. 
nere circuinstances h^vfs xnade ma to differ. I hate 
p^tual desires^ and , an. anxiety . for perfection^, 
'or playing the will of Grod a,nd ben^ting others ; 
ret^t have not receiyed, the^ specially from Him,^ 
hey are natural or jaccidental» or arise; from the . 
b^ce of habits and .associations.—'*^^ Many" (writes, 
in old divine) ^' out of a dangerous error> think, that . 
he* good which is in them and issueth from themj^js, . 
ropi^themselves^ and not from the powerfid work of , 
;raceb"* When the matter is placed in this light i 
and I see no reason for doubting its fairness^) a mi- . . 
ere. and huioible mind, which reveres the testimony 
f ^^nptpre, which shrinks from false and arrogant . 
v^tensions, and wouljl shudder at the thought of roh- 
qqg.the Almighty of the glory due unto his naoie, ... 
rilU if I 9iistake not,, be powerfully and solemnly re- 
truned from denying^ (even by implication^ or ap- 
vmtly^) that where *^ a good work" appears to 
ave commenced and to exist in the soul, it is " He 
uit h^th begun" it; t. that it is a work '^ not of the 
ill of the fleshy nor of the will of man> but of 

(JO 4 ■' ' ' 

led." J I would have you to be reduced and ''shut 
[)!5 fas it were) " unto the faith" of these revealed 
iitbs. on pain of the conviction, or at least suspi- 

-Hi, ■••■ * '' ■" ■- . .■ «r . 
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iMi« pn^poBed.to. fwrai|sbij)^(i¥Wd»rjn^rihbor/dE^^ 
ligioa Qor plulQ«;^[|r:ioould.'g^dij')vhiehvid||iliD»bli!i 

«KbauatW>placabilily 9aciMij>0f»(ttiQ<kifiaitefeiiii^ 

p()ftnyMftmM(T(^.I)ffon:)i^fei!«ti^ lOii^OQiUnpBJralilQled.'te 
bifeWoi^ .,and, f^jt, flQ^P(jit*^tfvawfoUy/i2Wgm©ntr'j(li}r 

;^|a^4»what a /r.CrQdian^ Father'' wq -b^vasknMr 

iffg^ ii*^nsgre9sed; ^bat in one eyeij^s^^^vtlsbesefira^it 

@Myi^<9m to vender liope pr assurance tmor&cUffiedt 

jtqiJ^ttoin,or to. recover. • :;.;.. /J jtjo-j/'^ 

,)j ^tjH^biWthegreatne&SvOf this meixrf.iOQQiiqptigand 

1^^^9r still must its yictoriovi9( inSnitude re assutpAiid 

(H))i^^ The. doctrine^f reduitdant • and i iUimilftblp 

pt^rdoQ^ cqofititutes the gkury an^ saals/the diruu^f 

>b^i'^ gladtidingB)'!.jof that goapel^ .which <thb(|ii^ 

'';s^i^iov^'Qf'9Priptura (wQaretol^) «nrphatieallyiehlilieB 

.'-rnttirt^ieW^ryaf peace.". It.did^aoMevea toibelieflOQis 

^ pfk^j|^mhal tones ; ostuck quore t V in these last^chqis'* 

\mhefi,fi^ Qq^ ha|h>spoken.by his So«/' and theieflsteq^ 

Qf)$^<r^"i thei 4l^i^e;Qf hoiuulkssi parfioQ^^^^^ 

fully developed, and still more strongly ratified. 

Th^'dcHifrine TOtirs; into tUfe tnind,' if ^etiith^ifea to 

•■ii glltr'iil, : • l\Jl''Vtr ♦»rlt III ,>"»'!4l;^/'/.fj M^-Mirfi nilBJ 



•eeaito it ^thnodtdi^ amlJ animated fsUth, a besmi^a^ 
mcuHkfimctisiig; ipttrif^ing^, dnd-faeftKng ; which while 
tlde*ligbteii8:ieach''lBd(9:elb'^€hfMiabOT cf imageiy;^* 
pifareeS'dilfli^ andfsdactterfei'eajishi defitement and effiu^s^ 
e[|ob'^eMXMMli><»f>^ndeiuiiaii^^ bringing out 

hisiieiviiibl^^ btK?^^eahcJriias'pdtentIy, tilie stauto df 
^oJi^ ayid^hb i^erit^ce^ ^ rtiin* ; - shining in the heart 
txf diBf^ ihe^dY^ldfuliMiWgth and complexity of iH 
sdf-irrieded'ciiaiaB;<attd 4xy tneh'them in the glow and 
iplendourx>f a diTiberedieinption: : — which say^;what 
B0C|*iefit^r hecatomby no i^or disputanty can-snj^ 
irilh •cffioieney to thie wounded spirit^ '^'Rciturn im^ 
MMiirahy fat He will ha^-merey^ and to our God^fSofr 
hetWiQ fnuUipiy f»d<m.^'* What less than this <fi)ldd 
tiaoA lyouF anxiety and fear ? What more than Ht^, 
except by facts more forcible than words^ to which I 
[ma9ti:pre8etitly'adv0rt, could Infinite Mercy fiay to 
Idinpate them?"' Wibhout this promise of reit^rati^ 
-]^ldon8y this botindtesB store of ** mercies andibi*- 
^gi^enessesy^ what- jpereQiiait. trust or joy «o»ld 'the 

i^v^^'^^f'^^'^^^l^^'^^P^'^^'^ y^^ or in me?.. IfWe 
^faild'nidt'bearfthis'^ciclamation still renewed/ lats 
4ttmii the Saviour^s • 'lips^ as from , the * Redeeitier's 
eigiiis^^^He will> multiply^ and stall multiply/ i6s 
^(paldons>^ii» vain fop iis' would* be the song of 
'»0saphs,ii^<'peape'oik«iairthv good-will towards men." 

Lum onUose passages, in the version of Junius, is 

— — ** multiplicat condonando" " multiplica abluere !" 
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If the good-will were bounded, what fully awakenld 
ti^Bgressor woidd not say and feel^— -aks! ''it ex- 
tendeth not*' to me. If we could suppoBe the divine 
forgiveness offered but a hundred or a thousail 
times, how many a Christian would be unhappQy 
e^mscious, — oh I have forfeited it ten thousand 
times, and how shall it avail for me f — and if ve 
i&hould conceive of it as secretly limited, thou^ 
without an assigned or discovnable limit, how would 
prevailing fear suggest, — that unknown boundary is 
poist by me ! And yet this very process, of suppoei- 
tioAs alike gloomy and unwarranted by scriptwe, 
takes place in the desponding mind. While we imj 
admit in theory that God's revealed mercies in 
Christ, his power and will to forgive, are, like his 
other attributes, infinite, there is a latent temper and 
habilt of distrust, which practically sets bounds to 
them. It is this Umitation of " the High and Hdy 
One'* which semns to hold back not a few convineed 
cinders from the throne of grace, and many mourn* 
ing believers, if not from the precincts of that throne, 
at least from reviving hope and from recovered pefeMe. 
Would we triumph over this unhappiness, and, 
I Aiay add, over this kind of unbelief and iln, 
^en whatever be our views or apprehensions «oii- 
eeming our spiritual state, we are bound to medi- 
tate intently on those scriptural arguments which 
Will demonstrate that it'camioi be a condition .desti- 
tute of hope ; which will show the truth and force of 
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^dfttdivinededaTation, XBado in inmuediate comaxicm 
with the promise of multiplied pardon^ '^ My thoughts 
«re not your thoughts^ neither are your ways my 
'ws^s^' saith the Lord : for as the heavens are high 
abo^e the earthy so are my ways higher than your 
ways^ and my thoughts than your thoughts :" thus 
forcibly enjoining a belief^ that the Father of our 
'Lord Jesus Christ will, in an extent very far beyond 
ourreekonings or conception^ '^multiply" his .par- 
dons. I may^ indeed, befcxre adducing some of 
these arguments^ here premise^ that if there be divl^ 
fbr^veness at all, it must needs be thus. For, from 
w? ineritable forgetfulness, as creatures, of a pisst 
multitude of sins, and also from our incapacity as 
shiners, even cotdd we recall the details and aggra- 
yations of them all, to sum up the complex prodiijCt *, 
to judge how exposed they are to perfect holiness, 
and how obnoxious to unswerving justice, we cannot 
'know the greatness and the multitude of the pardons 
requisite for us. Still less can we estimate or oom- 
pnehend any infinite attribute ; least of all the at- 
tribute of mercy, *' his beloved, his triumphant ^ttri- 
hute ; an attribute if it were possible, somethingmore 
thaik infinite, for even his Justice is so, and.his Mercy 
tranwends that." f As well therefore might ^* the 
heavens cease to be unmeasurably high above the 

* See the citJatioh from Sir T. Browne, p. 148 above. 
f SoBth.' Sinn, cm Pr«v. iiL !l7«. Woiin^ToL i. p. 21. £4it^l7/04. 
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eaiter^ a^ our minds UkUe'fo (k)td^Ate'oT%4^^ 
thofe « forgivenesses" which liiay and ^, by &im* 
who possesses infinite inercy, be di^p^nse^^ ; ^ - ; flJ 
'But we shall iSnd that scripturie Sttji>^liej^ stiH niore 
affectmg and important argnmentsJ'-Fffstl^i^in^i^^ 
qifii-eMias not Gted himself, in tJie'lsitkt init ^^Ikiii^ 
retelalion'of hid Will, most strongly inciili^t^'dn us 
the^cxetlcise'bf unlimited forgiveness tb^^ards^^eacfi^ 
othbr f WHait duty waSt "so frequently and dive 
enAtatiied by btir Sanour as this, *— which was'em' 
in tirpattem of-prdyer, urged as a direct preoeptf 
statM as an indispensable imitation of a ^vine |)ei^^ 
fectibn^ and exemplified by his own petitioh iitt^raf 
on ^e cross? Besides all these modes of %nr" ^^^ 




meht^a singular question of Peter* seems to niaye 
beeil tJrdaitoed, or graciously overruled, ti'jprociire 
for 'ibe church, in his Liord's answer, an assurance 
not ta be evaded, that this duty knows no Iimif: 
that if we would aim to be ** merciful as our hea^ 
venly "Father is merctful," (which is solemnly pn>^*" 
noufil^d essential to our own forgiveness f ,) we nitk^t 
be cto* ^' ready to forgive/' It is true, the parablB^ 
whi6n immediatdy follows and illustrates that answ^^^ 
hints, in the contrast of the hundred pence, and the^ 
ten thousand talents forgiven, at the immense iir^ 
evitaible disproportion between our utmost mercies, 

f Matt. TL 14, 15, and xviii. 35. 



and examplje ,^^ ,wiu<?h % MH^X: ■• '^^ .wfe^iPed^.fifWi 7/ 
***^TOrn^l!'^^^>'^ WJWiqtiflu; of : it>, |^. , the ;9P^^ 

^WSW^ai^\^^^^ ^^^ li^PEipst i^erei^., mEqi^-*/?h 
^^ Jfe^'i8¥?^yhW#sp^.¥i*lie to th^ ch^ffa^f..p^f^.,T 

^9?oji*^??ft ' *^. fpr^y^.r— ^.; the .^^, fqU^wrert .^f),. 

^f^t^^jrtV J^® ^rie4 ,? I^ord, . lay. aot .tfeU siiv^,,, „ 
their^^j-^e^"— if this w.^ itself but w imi^^^^.T,, 

^^^/Sfr o^^n^?' ^^W^^ character wa^ Ae.tf Jipajj^ ,, 
of Gj^'' ancj o^.^iyine virtues, and pn^ of i^se,..,? 
latest^artyg wa^jjto intercede for his murd.^i:^r^f--aflfli,.t 
if WQ^^^|ie^e hjb^ ,T|eprd, tha^^ none is gpo4",j;<?rigi-tpj, 
^*%ijr SW® ope^, -tl^^^.i^, Go(cU"— if al60,„w,9, VSj^.^t, 
enjoined, fp, ??>*,,;' f^M^lTf?^ o{.G<)d;—i^\i%^^,^n^^.,, 

*^^i?ff?Pffi^ *^^ created" us,. j5pn)m^4^d*to^J^ ,,:, 

^ Bgf f®5^rt'' .^^^ were itnottenly blaspl3\?pyf t^n:,^ 
™^^>#.ftLtf^«r=sa^^ excf^Uencp or gr^fl^ ^H* 1,0. 

enjoined on the children of God, and partially 
exemplified^ by^ tfit^v'is^ ^kss than Mptiretmnent 
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litid infinite (proportionably to hi^ . traascexid^t 
eiteence) in God himself? — If we^ being '' evft," 
are taught and ccxnmanded ever to forgive^ and jlf 
even fallen creatures, under the teaching of Gobi's 
gria^ee, have leumt in some good degree this heayeidy 
lesson^-^is the One great Teacher and Exemplftr 
to fell beneath them, by being less than infinite ia 
any exer(n9e of moral glory? " God requires of 
lis" (writes Dr. Owen) ^^ the forgiveness of olheys 
without bounds, llus grace he bestows upon his 
^ihtB, and manifests that he accounts it one ff 
their' most lovely and praiseworthy endowments. 
What then shall we say ? Is there forgiveness with 
Him or not ? He that planted the esu*, shall h^ 
not hear ? He that prescribes and bestows this 
grace, doth He not possess it ? This were as mmch 
as to say, though we are good, yet God is not ? 
though we are benign, yet He is not. He that 
finds this grace wrought in him in any measure, and 
yet fears that he shall not find it in God for himself, 
doth therein, and so far, prefer himself above God."* 
You may object, perhaps, to the soundness or 
propriety of such arguments, — that when we are 
enjoined to exercise unlimited forgiveness, it is in 
our private character : whereas the Divine Being 
must ever sustain that which is sovereign, and 
judicial : — that they also seem to imply a sort pf 

* On Ps. cxxz. p. 303, abridged. 
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hfr^i^etmi daimi as if the Almighty had hrought 
hmiself undef an obligation always to forgive, by 
i^ommanding vis always to do so ;-— and that tbi^y 
^iri(Mdd even, by inference, tend to impugn the doo- 

tilbe of Atonement. But let it be cQnside8?d 

* 

IJNftferrihg first to the last part of the objectk»i) 
&at this great doctrine runs through the whcde 
tScriptutes, and especially through those later p^g^ls 
tif 'them, whence the above arguments are chiefly 
'dftiwb i-^^-that it is,, and can be no other than f^. <^ 
YSod and Father of our Lord Jesus Christy" 'mhvfa 
'•«* reconciling the world unto Himself," of whom we 
^ Itny time speak ; — that it was the same Redeemilr 
-^^-lums^ came to remove the only bar to our £^- 
'gtVenesSj that l&e wise uttered the declarations md 
4ii{<tuictions cited. The fact of His infinite satisfiM^- 
'tkni to justice, is therefore all along imderstood, 
«ft(d tacitly carried with us, as obviating all mpadt- 
-#iftRfo to the exercise of infinite mercy. Nor. do 
^iM^* vitiate or invalidate our reasonings from that 
essential attribute, by assuming and including this 
tevealed hicX ; for the atonement or satisfaction of 
dirist can neither modify nor enhance that esseoM&l 
^Sharacter and disposition of Deity. On the con- 
'I«IJ^, it A>ws from, and is the effect of it. 
'•^^'■Wfe should notice, on this subject, that the Divine 
Btiilg is scripturally described, (and is, I think, 
also necessarily conceived of by us,) as bearing to- 
wBrds us both the paternal and t\ve w^^t«v!gj\T^- 
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lation. The fonner is original . and ini^atp. ; ; ^ffX^ 
more so in one respect^ ^jthan ^that ..ojf ,lji,^|aifan 
paternity^ which is but. in^trvioi^ts^ not.pp^^tv^,; 
more intimate also than ^the relation of ,!p^itJr^ 
creatures beneath. us,, (though. Qe be in spiqe j^^^^ 
the " Father of all;",) for '' God^d, let uq ip^ 
man in our image> after^ our iUienes9."r-;TJ5|e 
latter^the sovereign and judicial relatipa-7TJ^|qf|t 
^f such an intimate kind; although indissplulj^^jlf 
is but official,; if I may reverently apply thja^ t^ 
to jLhe supreme rule. -no- 

Now it is in the /ormer,— in the ^Bfiy^^^wf^ 
paternal relation^ — that we mvst/iieed^..f^j(|f{iy/f 
the Divine Being infinitely to, possess everjf^j^s^^ 
tial perfection, every grace or excellency, .w^^ 
]EIe enjoins and imparts. Even equity . or j^^^^ 
must be in Grod the Creator and Father ;/o.f ajli^^ 
well as in Grod the judge ; much more, |the^;efi)rfi^ 
i^ercy : though, for this latter, there cannot }^^^ 
th^ sovereign and judicial relation, (wit^pi^lj^s^mg 
social provision to prevent ill consequencej|).^^^'^X)(^ 
op scope entirely unlimited. This, I thinHf ^f^fia^ 
agrees with Scripture to teach us. We ^ §nd . jfli, ^, 
awful case of man, a great obstacle to it, . By^||ee 
forgiveness of all transgressors, .^ven '* ,)p^^^ 
penitent,'* without some great expiation, wj^ijij;^ 

might indicate, '^ save , haxnoil^^s^ .' < ^^ l^iS^fl 

still more venerable the claims of justice. — so that 

r ■-' ' ■ y .it - . ■ ..-■. xO'" I ■ '■: -..■■▼ - .. ;»■ rr-o/rt^i^'o^- 
^e jgiA of remission suoxAd \^ ^Ylc}^^ ^^m^hoNit 



^94^dice to thtes^,— ^the order of the moral universe, 

ffiffUonoYir bif'its Lord/ would seem unavoidably 

ed<)SGlfi^bfe€t/ Even the heathen philosophers, witli 

fift^'impferfect Views of sihj would hardly have 

ffiBtlght'it skfe or fit' that ^re^-toftenders, approach- 

Si^^the' cliaSs of Sisyphus, Tityus, or Archelaus,** 

^Miild be freely, fully, and at oiice for^veii 

afif&liilest on account of mere repentance. But the 

fefinlt^" propitiation of Christ affords a safeguarcl 

UBi^ Abdication of justice amidst the boundless 

mercies of the real and eternal Judge. It ti^es 

CTp^oii^ 'annuls (if one may so speak) the official 

Hlftfterance to the free and fiill effusion of essential 

it^feiessV emancipates moral perfection from its 

oJWf i^straints ; gives room to the infinite yearnings 

^^Giid's pateriial heart. And that which prompted 

^fiie^ sacrifice, is the essential " kindness and love' 

df^** God our Saviour," himself: devising first a 

wbhdrous way to remove the necessity imposed 

Ujpi(''cfivine office, aind to become moraUy enabled to 

^Hf^foirth in act his infinite willingness to pardon. 

Huft Willingness is not produced by, but did iteelf 

cfin^iilkte and ^cept the sacrifice. 

'^^Ifa^Ae Well-known case of the Locrian lawgiver, 

WUti'Henact^ed that aduUerers should be deprived of 

ft^'ahd then sacrificed one of his own eyes, that 

tiicf'Hfieriding son might retain one, and the law.^be 

^ Sm ViiiOf dvrgias, Ed.ltouthj piu 294 and \&5— iM ^te^«VU^. 
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nci* the less honoured^ it is e¥ident ti^ tjbftitfBlff 
'^ qu^ty of mercy" might have dwel/t as,lu% 99^ 
vhridly in his hearty although hi» h^d held.^i^ ^fggf^ 
dient not available for its end^ or although iit h^|fa^ 
rejected by the judgment of others. .But i|i^: ff^ Gk|d 
the Judge,?'— '^ glorious in holineafi/'— thejoif^)^ 
•idstence and early disclosure of that 'attriji^yi^^lf 
iUisutable mercy, which he also eoJ£dns.^4ifiW%!f 
upon the saints, has always predicted and iiwi^fl4 
some great and fit provision for its iexsfPf^^ 
iddiough long unexplained. Such was the pofli^i?!^ 
bf «tident believers with regard to the BUm^if^f^ 
They knew that there must arise soiBe.a^w^M^ 
efficacious satisfoction to justice, ieoaiM^ Jlel)0E^ 
had proclaimed ^' mercy for thousands,'.' fergivtf)' 
Hess of '^ iiUquity, transgression^ and 3ip,"f 71^ 
had typical intimations of the nature of liiiii.|^«|^ 
fSstction. How far they could interpret or appj^ 
tli^se aright, we know not. They tacitly apwiwi^i 
however, and were warranted in so doui^ jt}^ 
removal of aU obstacles to pardon by ^i^|W|j^ 
W9M '* abundatitly pardon." . ,,,, . c.^^; 

Neither must the above reasonings be vi«)WQ4<## 
if 'indee(»*ously urging that the Supreme B^ug^ 
&ught to forgive; or that a new claim qu JUfff^ 
is created by His own injunctions to us..i, W^^do 
not even insinuate this; (any more thafa tfaaJL^^ 
Abm^E^ ought to be jmtuKXt (rt£e«i t^ff^fi^i^ 
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(OMakoildB iii to be so;) but we say that the Pei* 
hift Being> >who inculcates and inspires mercy^ 
fiivi/^ by a glorious necessity of nature^ (since He 
\ilitas31y has removed, as it might be confidently 
y[9t{)^cted he would do> all impediment) illimitably 
£l6rcise it. Nor is it, I hope, improper to addi 
iSitft 'were this otherwise, then Jesus in praying fyr 
luA nnirderers, — a prayer which must have included 
ihenr repentance as well as forgiveness, — ^would have 
exendsed a virtue enjoined by himself as divine^ 
il^pired also by the Eternal Spirit, but yet sur- 
j^aMlng the revealed compassion of Deity; wluch 
irtfppositions would be not more profane than coi|- 
ftlsed and contradictory. The examination, then^ 
fbre, of such objections (though they are natural 
and' of apparent weight) will, as I judge, confirm^ 
instead of disturbing, our confidence in the boundlesa 
^raoe of God. But then it may be further asked,«-r 
does not the analogy infer too much ? For would it 
not show, that the Divine Being must be expected -to 
'fin^g^ive even the impenitent^ since our forgivenesees 
are surely to extend to these ? We answer, God 
does in one sense forgive the impenitent whenever 
lie forgives, for it is only his mercy which makes 
Vhem cease to be so; which gives at once both 
^ repentance and forgiveness ;" but the separaiimi of 
tlioee, both the judicial character and the nature of 
tM nge ferbids. Even human forgiv^aeas, tfaQu^4t 
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may be exercised^ is not fully felt and partaken as a 
blessing, by the offender who remains hardened 
against his brother that forgives. And in reference tp 
Deity^ no expiation^ as far as we can conceive, could 
procure for a being continuing impenitent, an effec- 
tual participation and enjoyment of forgiveness. It 
would be as much as to say^ that reconcilement and 
alienation might consist or coincide. 

If finally, you press or pursue this subject to the 
awful question, why does not He who " multiplieth 
pardons*' at once make all men penitent, and fi)r- 
give them all, or make all men penitent by, and in, 
the very act of his forgiveness ? — ^We reply only— 
who can " by searching find out God"? — It is 
'^ high as heaven," what can we do ? *' Deeper than 
hell ;" what can we know ? " Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right" ? Let us be exceedingly 
grateful that He confers on us some desire and will 
to repent, and that to the penitent, his mercies are 
boundless, both in the gift of more of the grace of 
repentance, and of new remission, and of new re- 
pentance still. 

While engaged in meeting an objection, I hare 
thus incidentally introduced that second and most 
forcible argument for infinite forgivenesses, which is 
derived from the act of Deity ; showing you how 
this inestimable truths of the Almighty's boundless 
placability, is demonstrated in a way that far tran- 
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ends our thoughts, by thd means devised and em- 
oyed to make boundless pardons possible or fit ; — 
xsordant with the inviolability of Divine justice : 
unely, the humiliation and sufferings of the Son 

God. What pledge of Jehovah's infinite desire 
id readiness to pardon, and unchangeable '' de- 
jht" in mercy, could we ask for or invent, that 
lould equal or approximate to this ? If He who 
layeth up the depth in store-houses," were to 
liect the ocean into the spaces of the sky, and pour 
, drop by drop, again into its mighty bed, and 
KJare — so many, so vast, shall be the multitude of 
[J forgivenesses — ^would He in truth proclaim his 
mpassions to be inexhaustible with so intense an 
nphasis, as when He " spared not his own Son," but 
ermitted blameless love to agonize, and be poured 
Krtfa, drop by drop, in the garden and on the 
t>BB, — saying with a silent force that rent the 
xks, — all this, even this, expressly, that I may, 
lOugh perfectly righteous, yet " abundantly par- 
cm ;" only, that I may, though inflexibly " just," 
Bt " justify," and " sanctify," and ^^ glorify" the 
lined. 

Once more, the truth which is so invaluable, and 
hich is ^ demonstrated, may yet receive some 
xrroboration from another thought ; namely, that 
voB alone (as far as we are able to conceive) could 
le great moral attribute of Deity be, in its infini- 
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tude^ exerted and displayed. His stupendous 
power and wisdom are perpetually evinced in the 
support of an immeasurable creation^ which^ at least 
in part^ he declares^ shall be imperishable likewise. 
But in what way could the vastness of his for- 
bearance and mercy be occupied and made appa- 
rent, without fallen, guilty, and miserable creatures 
to forgive? — creatures, moreover, whose ruin should 
be so verily *' to the uttermost," whose offences so 
great and numberless, that nothing except a godlike, 
illimitable grace could be supposed ''more to abound?" 
I offer not this at all as a solution of the Origin of 
Evil ; to which awful question our faculties appear 
essentially incompetent ; still less as an impious plea 
for '' continuing in sin that grace may abound," a 
state of heart dreadfully incompatible with peni- 
tence, and therefore with pardon: but, simfdy 
taking the facts as they are, that our sins are over- 
whelming, and that God's mercies must needs in 
themselves be infinite, I adduce it as an '' exercise 
against despair.'' It is forcibly touched on by 
Bishop Taylor in a passage of his works, so 
entitled ; — '' I am taught to believe God's niercies 
to, be infinite, not only in Himself, but to us ; for 
xSjfSKSj is a relative term, and we are its corre- 
anopdeijts. • Of all the creatures which God created, 
^Mlffte'v -(^ should here, I think, have added — 
^l|||^uy£^ " are, in a proper sense, 



FROM SINFULNESS. 171 

the subjects of mercy and remission. — Since, there- 
fore, man alone is the correlative or proper object 
and vessel of reception of an infinite mercy, and 
that mercy is in giving and forgiving, I have reason 
to hope that He will so forgive me, that my sins 
shall not hinder me of heaven; or because it is a 
gift, I may also, upon the stock of the same infinite 
miercy, hope He will give heaven to me ; and if I 
have it either upon the title of giving or forgiving, 
it is alike to me, and will alike magnify the glories 
ef the Divine mercy."* — " Were not forgiveness in 
Grod" (observes Dr. Owen) " somewhat beyond 
what men could imagine, no flesh could be savedf ;" 
and elsewhere, *' God will not lose the glory of these 
his excellencies, he will be revealed in them, he will 
be known by them, he will be glorified for them ; 
which He could not be, if there were not forgiveness 
with Him J." " Now this forgiveness" (he remarks 
iti another place) " is like Himself, such as be- 
comes Him ; that answers the infinite perfections of 
his nature ; that is exercised and given forth by him 
as God. We are apt to narrow and straiten it by 
an unbelief, and to render it unbecoming of Him§." 
And this, he justly argues, is to '* dishonour God,'' 
as well as " to entangle our own spirits, by limiting 
his grace." At least this question, I am sure, 

* Holy Dying, ch. v. sect. 5. (An exercise against despair.) 
' t On Pto. ezzz., p. 305. | Ibid., p. 283. § Ibid., p. 309. 
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iA^!'loi& fdi^ibty 'pbes^ on'^ievei^i^&eiBfKAiii^ 
iii\n^;^^Cktght^i&{o be hopel^s offitfae^stBnsUw!!!!^ 
iJiSi^elifes 6f tL'tmbi^f in ^vhich w*'ifcncwriodi^ffik}d 
*^yeilightfetli/*"b€eftui9e i/ve are in tbalbivery-fcqpdWett 
t^i^h^Mohr' ciaii give Him occasion iodiapbij^iit 
idist^aidiilfrafely, to rev^l it mo8t'diTOiE4y>?/lix;r/jBi>ii 

iiti^'%i^'&^n'i ^Hsms, ithieh appear ilaaiiswerab'B^ 
1?Jf^^^y^6i»^ that ' betieTes the Bible^wjbg^/diet^iilbeot 
of Divihe^^'' forgivenesses" must needs /tvltasceQdiJmr 
larg^t ^ ttedeesities and largest hope^. i tHsref itbtRl^ 
ofduld We but fedt as we reason; ar^;fKMeil9igH^TAntir 
dbtei sigsim^t despair. Here is the tuQiboimdiedAaiiid 
titifathomed ocean of God*s mepciesy inlo .wbic^j«$ 
should be ever aiming to steer audimt^el ouxl'fQdU^ 
bark of hope, away from those rocky shillowsi it>f 
our*"ewn tiarrow apprehensions, where else lit mmst 
^i^^sently h^ wrecked or stranded; Givfi*^ itt^dl^ 
6(ie^n-rOdni^, the immeasurable ^^.bbneadih o9iid 
'leri^h, and depth" of the divine, comtpatislonoioajid 
then though every ^' stormy wind" jof tevooirr.b^t 
^upoh i! with increasing fierceness, none ,9itafl fiUkUy 
overwhelm or utterly destroy. > o ^.if\y 

'^ But I am quite Conscious that, in order tatibuft hafipy 
tod prevailing appUcation of such argument ^we 
need far more than the mere statement oiihtm»^T 
* even meditation on them ; we need an answdr to jp^Qre 
iBf^&nt'pj^^^l that we may be atrengtbei^ Jfifith 
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" 9xid ibus enabled to. App?^: 
hend!'-itmoiei effectually, these, boumjless and. ii}r 
bfpijAngi iconadatioiid. Still must we implore,, without 
cooBuagv. the aid of tJbat Eternal Spirit^ that .'/,Cc(m- 
tnuniqative Love/' (as an old divine has styled, the 
heavenly Comforter,) to touch our spirits with the 
fediugy though our reason cannot grasp the thought . 
BVir it' must needs be with this attribute of .pif rcy 
^ with every attribute of Him who is in all. ib^ngR 
ilifiiiite: wiien it is presented to the. intelleot,. we 
]aiKMu''fts it were to grasp a globe upheld by thf^ 
etithroned King of Kings> and we discover only^ 
Miwe gaae and reach forth towards it, that it i& iii- 
4seni{irehensible; that 'Uhe measure thereof is longer 
tUmthe earth, and broader ths^n the sea :" yet let Him 
twho'-b^art^ it deign, with condescending sovereignty, 
t» incline his sceptre gently towards us,7T-and a 
iqttick; radiation from all that orb of mercy ^hali^flow 
tittto ^he heart, and we shall feel with transport, 
iwourichSdiHfce litdeness, what angels in their elder 
^||V<iatiiess cannot comprehend. 
/ / f i^We teay, as profinased believers, have contemplated 
this doctrine of superabounding mercy, or at least 
(luifd had it presented to us, in modes and at times 
'>t(niiitmbetQd. But yet is it now, through its own aug- 
i^neRtcd agency and power, poured into our souls with 
"^'A new and healing vividness ? Surely so divine an 
inAi^ioDj ifvwequeachit not, will mistily enlarge 
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and gladden them^ will animate and impel every 
pulse of spiritual life^ will prompt us to that growing 
forbearance and sympathy, without which we can 
never advance in his resemblance who ^' multiplieth 
pardons/' and will quicken every aspiration towards 
that realm of love where the redeemed must eter- 
nally outvie each other in the praise of his surpassing 
grace. 
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ON THE PAIN ENDURED IN THE WANT OR LOSS 
OF SOCIAL BLESSINGS WHICH WOULD BE PE- 
CULIARLY DEAR TO US. 

Solitude is but a comparative and indefinite 
term. The isolated Selkirk, as his complaint is 
pathetically imagined by Cowper, felt himself in 
loneliness, though " lord of the fowl and the brute." 
Yet, had his islet been even by these unpeopled, 
void of all other life, or only of the larger animals, 
that " monarch of all he surveyed" must have been 
much more desolate still. " Their tameness" was 
" shocking," but their disappearance would have 
been doubly so ; especially as he had found means 
to induce in some a sort of attachment to himself, 
and thus to indulge, however inadequately, the social 
and benevolent aflfections*. Where solitude has 

* See tlie account of Selkirk given by Captain Woodes Rogers 
in Harris's Voyages. 
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^.^^^4 34l4 ,tp .welcome, someitbing ti^nbfbiswdfid.^ar-it- 
.j^f^t^llpy^ttje c^ptive'3. care, iH»,Jb(<?ftii *§^-m9M>fi(»i 
^hji^fpt^r^sirr.. .. To b^^e i^^nli^Kt crga^riys pwnd 
r;H3^j^iH9^1F;^^^ we .i^y.).jra^diaii§lynilprtte to 

^gjjs^, ^t^.^.^l^ey , are. the; , lpBE|^t^r,foi;'i,f*«opiBflOifit, 

,^^^4^ l^ss jcigorousiaod less «ba^)«i^/ oiBvrtBcic^ 
f?P=^!^^?: .aifiwation. aod enjoy»pfeiltk)ito^^p«aifak4te 

^ar^^.yi^e^iiX^j^^ of Ite: her^siest- 

jljgj jfuj|[^. > sbad(?, . . thpngK i they .i«ay jsetrowrri^iftiip 
.jjigjb ^^(U^reRfe jiMiWd th<wgh.it mayjiiB 6ti*t«arte, 

aggravate r$ipli^\)4§i,,t(^;,,feej)(:.tb&t tbajr-.til tfaaurbljthe 

.|4B^,^^t^'?|^! ^-'Wcbi t^i >iS//i& Wftfttwg^iW )yet a 
^^cg.gf^|paisiye pl^iaaure* it niti8t.faav^,>li0eK>B6, 

^v^iliprp}^^, a j)l^a^ure felt indeedtli^ihl^ii^ceedii^ 
defective, but which he w^uld not l^v^.Jk^t^witiMMit 
j^i^gj^et ^0;pJ th^wpUiei; handrthe. iiiQifl^pfj^«fintt of 

JMP[Wft>'^"ff^^^^^^^^^:^^y ^tercourecu-?ts8» whetDne 
fl^^^ 1;hirp]Uigh;Cix)wded streets, and m^ty^pMAAp^ 
X]xvp^ffl^^&r ho}jr Of day no one^wiliiiwliontitaioK 
terchange a thought or feeUng,-^thia, it has eften 
been observed, /if vnot sc^tude, is as surely ffot so- 
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tfiedy*l'V^¥et/how preferable this to the compiilsory 
.intereoiirse 'of Ihos^- from whom the mind revolts; 
»«vjbaelktiv«i^ far ^muftfse th^ solitude ! Thus IVehck 
JdrBofanivitrd" might willingly abridge the brief visit 
MDfa^dQHiik^ Imflbeling keeper^ to resume their inti- 
macy "^th' the Iit^ speechless comrades of the cell. 
:» 'Niiy;'in/6aiBea-'fffr renwoved from such, there is a 
<9iirtordegi^ 6f Solitariness which some minds ha- 
4ul»aSy) endard^ > amidst associations necessarily coh- 
tetaot^'^^het^ ar<i^'^hose who find in the smdl social 
flfibem^^to whJehri^eK^'or youth, or age, or want bf 
irf ^tb. festricte iiietii, no mind of like capacities or 
tasle^/or -nolle possedsing those highest, deepest sym- 
rpadiies f rpd1iL'th€sr own, which embrace '' the things 
-etemai^f') and; without which other affinities of faste 
dUd'haUt ^ife^mt shallow and inconstant. 
a BuchipcivtatioHs, — whene^ by the supposition, deep 
:affeetiahsy eairnest sentiments and intellectual acti- 
"ntiea^al^pMniiliariy excitiable but wholly ungratified, 
•^i^^nitetiieedsi deepen ^very natural yearning for the 
iiKKtfei intiniateV'aitadiiments. 

to fiiEt/iet: this'case be even reversed. Let the social 
moieAM eKtensive and acceptable, and nearer unions 
«fU]idred and friendship enjoyed^ Still may the heart 
iaiseewt^filghfer more. A tender or a fervent spirit 

U'iTlii ,■ '■. 1. ■• « tins crowded loneliness, 

.Q. ^f^ynoi^ -eYerfmoYiBg myriads seem to say, 

Go — thott art nought to us, nor we to thee — away ! " 

Kebi.b. 
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will often long for that dos^t unioh iviiere'socd is 
most intimately " knit with soul/' and where confid- 
ing tenderness can mutually unbosom joys and griefs, 
interests and trials^ from the greatest even to the 
least. Many are the circumstances which may give 
to this desire 9, character at once of intenseness and 
of despondency. Affection may find no congenial 
object, or it may be unresponded to, and even un- 
known. Disparities of rank or years, local remote^ 
ness, prudential checks* regretted differences of reli- 
gious or secular connexion, may repress its indul- 
gence; or death may soon and fetally break its 
charm. These, no doubt, are chosen themes of 
romance; but they are not unworthy of a place in 
pages dedicated to truth : for the mental pains which 
they involve are keenly real, and must occur in all 
grades of society that rise above the lowest form of 
barbarism. 

Nor is this the only class of privations to which 
we now refer. Prom her days of whom Elkanah 
asked " why weepest thou ?'* and the earlier times 
of the disconsolate Rachel, how many hearts, in 
which the maternal puke was beating with almost 
predictive warmth, have mourned to be childless: 
some, no doubt, — though we trust, in these latter 
days, with submission befitting the heirs of clearer 
promises, — spraying earnestly for the gift deferred; 
and if it be finally denied, or bestowed only to be' re- 
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fiimied> bitter is the disappointed wish^ as pure ae it 
was ardent ; and yet more keen the stroke by which 
God '^hath taken away/' what seemed to the parent 
almost her earthly all. 
. Not seldom does more than one of these wants or 

■ 

losses contribute to darken an individual's lot. But 
let only one such be assigned ; and no heart affec- 
tionately susceptible will be able to conceal frqm 
itself the pain of destitution. Often might we he^r, 
if thought were audible, the secret musing — how 
would that tender friendship^ that treasure of a^ec- 
tion which is hopeless or for ever gone, soothe up- 
blameably the cares of life, and sweeten all its com- 
forts; how would it sustain me in griefs andj|.yert 
my steps from snares, engage me in benevolent and 
tender duties, excite the happiest thoughts, affd 
quicken the most sacred purposes ! 

And there is much general truth in those feelings 
and expectations. It is quite true that, by the^ood 
. pleasure of Him who ordaineth our lot, s^ch ac- 
quisitions might induce a great diminution of pr^ent 
trial, and a great accession of usefulness and enjpy- 
muent. In very many cases, therefore, is it not Quly 
allowable but commendable, to seek and to pray for 
these blessings. 

. But yet how true likewise is the adage often re- 
peated by an old divine, and (though it may.s^eem.to 
the inexperienced or inconsiderate a sort of) jejune 
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truisms) how important also ;-^'^ creatures webdip- 
less things without God, for every creature is Hfiat, al 
th^t, and qoly that, which He makes it to be.'** vja, 
applying this maxim to our present st;bject, wi^fiQe4 
not suggest those strong or extremis, case^ whex^ibe. 
most ardent wishes, the most sangi^ne jwd. cveji pioMti 
hopes, have issued, by the very .fulfilment, of.tb^, 
aini,^ in utter and heart-sickening di^appquitin4i^t,r7t; 
where passionate or deep attachment, r:aFlpsuri^t]j}(t 
mutual, indulged perhaps at the .c^st of p^i^c^. 
sacrifices, or perhaps by procuring such Jfroixi| i)|i^/ 
object, — ^lias, ere long, been wounded by an.upkip^Ti 
ness that would have seemed incredible, or 1^1^ 
to spiritual declensions and moral abe^ratioifiAnJI^i 
most unhappy. Nor need we dwell on those de-. 
plorable instances where a child« whose birttx-t^Ti' 
whose recovery was once matter of intense 3oUcitude^i 
has proved no Samuel, but rather, hke. the sons of - 
£li^ piercing a parents heart with many, sorrows* ' 
We may advert to facts and circumstances .muehr 
less melancholy than those, and yet sufiicing.tp wa^ i 
or disfigure the ideal ; to rend or soil the &ultless i 
but slight embroideries, with which a creative imagi^.t 
nation invests some of life's most genuine {Measures. , 
It is afTectingly true, that in minds where the ca^ i 
pacity to weave this enchanting scenery is greate&1;»H. 

* M^tthlw Henry on 2 Kings ▼!. 27. A like saying had been 
comn]/)j[^ ^t^ }\\^ ,9X(;eUf nt father, Philip Henry. 
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^h^ne the woof is of gossamer and its tints are 
:]f 'Bihereal glovr, there must the contact of reality 
mist surely disarrange or discolour it. So that the 
rchrjr niitids^ which feel at times those privations and 
y^kriSngs of the affections most deeply^ may often, 
aflei* their wishes are favourably realized, be most 
aifeutdy perce p t i ve and tremblingly sensitive as to 
the diflferences between the idea and the substance, 
tUe {lictUTe and the landscape. The magic tints of 
tite vfeidnary psunting did not change ; or the change 
¥^ bat as a variation of loveliness^ from spring to 
adtiitnn, or sunlight to a soothing shade ; but the 
r^ htnddcape must have its days of mistiness^ and 
itt^&olnrs of tempest. Discoveries and experiences 
of l^eakness^ the collisions of practical life and fluc- 
tiltEtiotis of daily feeling, misapprehensions to which 
ou'^weBk and limited reason is ever liable, distrac- 
tions a&d tliwartings of the work-day world, infir- 
mitidd and faults of childhood and of manhood, — all, 
id^bort, on which an eloquent writer has founded her 
iiilk|tt<fcdsiye testimony that ** Life is not a hymn,** — 
faitve been discerned and felt with especial acuteness 
by'HNMne who had endured the deepest previous 
path dt the delay of those enjoyments which make 
hkrirUni poetic. The presentiment or bare suspi- 
don of such deductions, may avail to check the un- 
dljBLStened vehemence both of wishes and regrets. 
Yet many wliose emotions we thus would mode- 
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rate, — nay even the more reflective and foreboding, 
schooled in the illusions and the pains of life, and 
thus most wont to take refuge, when joys are denied, 
in the forethought of probably attendant s(htows, — 
will doubtless feel and say — these, after all, are 
pleas for resignation which serve much more to de- 
ject or exacerbate than to satisfy. Besides, there 
must be fallacy in a view of things which persuades 
us to acquiesce in foregoing the best and tenderest 
pleasures, on the single ground that they are sure to be 
alloyed and interrupted, if not extinguished, by some 
contingent pains. On the same ground^ the want 
of Uberty, of learning, of competence, of reason, nay 
perhaps of revelation itself, might be paradoxically 
pleaded for as a matter of preference. 

Others will add, with an afflictive remembrance of 
the past — ^you would console by cheerless possibilities, 
but I mourn over heart-rending facts. I know by sad 
retrospect, that the comforts of affection may be en- 
joyed, without any considerable share of those abate- 
ments by which you would detract from their antici- 
pated worth. — ^This, however, is to imagine^ that we 
would unduly extenuate that worth, or dissuade from 
the acceptance of such blessings ; whereas it is really 
a quite different aim to remind those from whom Plrp- 
vidence withholds them, that these, like all tem- 
poral enjoyments, cannot be unmingled. 

But I dismiss these unwelcome themes of oonso- 
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lation. I assume these privations to be as grievous 
as you sometimes feel them : I grant that they also 
mighty if it pleased the great Arbiter, be so supplied, 
that there should be no sharp thorns or weighty 
crosses hidden in the delightful gifts. Yet this very 
supposition, welcome as it may be to the mind where 
such hope is warmly cherished, must speedily con- 
duct and compel us towards those highest and final 
resources for comfort, to which all others are at best 
but subsidiary. For the more assured we could be, 
that refined and exquisite earthly gratifications, if 
possessed, or ii;Aife possessed, would for us be un- 
alloyed and untarnished,-— the more depressing the 
thought of their hourly precariousness, of their swift 
and certain extinction ; unless as Christians we at- 
tempt — ^what none but Christians can afford or dare, 
-—to gather comfort in destitution (felt or feared) 
Iran the transitoriness of all possession, and jduck, as 
it were^ some leaves of healing from the very night- 
shade of mortality. If this brief life were all, then 
truly were its selectest joys and deepest griefs, its 
h(^s and wants and desdations but of small ac- 
<xmnt ; its most chosen and endeared delights but a 
poor furtive decaying all. The pensivenessand re- 
finement which feel and render these most precious, 
would render them also melancholy treasures. The 
'^ thought of death'* which hovers upon all the fairest 
lonns and mutaticms of nature, and findl^ a hokiDft vw 
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«iMy pc^ff hebrt; would #ea»i h t rti itt »d blytfhjpefeM 
dairkness; and we fihouM say'to'eadh ebfiipdSlit % 
filbert to his rose.^-the mom- ht]^t)dfesfflj^({A>J'(MI- 
p&(ttim as it were bright ahd ^weet ktril iticiiriji^p^ 

Ii-iV: ' AudthouiiMiatdi*,".,, , r^j.^t;,.; t»> noinoq t 

yolf this life were our all, and knowailQr^faraoiillwk 
indeed to be inconsolable. for itsiwheleohiocgtmwl 
peBUry and wretched mystery warv tiievilabto ibli 
JMst^i but: it would not be worth* tire iwkikittojai^ 
oyeri its ^floeting variations, its^^lometttef3r'^fiBBVtalnl 
<ll9GQnUm8ts« < We might be-well ioo 'sad ev da^ 
i;9t9<to y^e&p over the want or lots.of. pleMucqufe 
tjiUy ^vaneseent^ which at best could bii^/taBt^iii 
{^^ €Kcnioiate ;Us with their dying swaetnesBui. >?d.fr 
viBut when, we ^^ know and are petsuaded'^ABt 
ibi^ life is nai all,— rnay> that it is but; ^*.ihetmi&i^ 
ofiOur day/' the dim and narrow f' reEtdisvi/b^fimtimit 
Q^i/iitencei — then may the perishahk.cluuracfHniof 
earthly good suggest eon8olation& uBder .tiwt<fCP*fr>df 
it, which, while they thus acquire a new inqneBSiMY 
DOSS, are more than half divested of itheir glooniti 
The boundless radiance of immortddty, while iteeeicJ 
tracts the '^ vapour" that /^ vanishes .away^'..inlo>rti> 
lesa hand's-breadth than the prophet saw finoBa/flacc 
mel, ^oftens and gilds the ^^ little doud^Vwhidloil) 
diminishes. <: •.: j Jh^b 

To toil or glide (xiward through our ^hm^undi 

.... . . • v.. ' ;yilf 
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1^ a^ol^.Uf^i&ftp w^nt that wbidoL, were it our aU^ 
^[^^Ml4f)39 iifi]rt.to.uotbii^ tO" posaese, but wfai<^bm6g 
JQOt^riy^U be viewed hereafter es next to aethJAg 
to have lacked;, as the by-gone abeenoe of too little 
a portion of happiness to miss ; a sort of infinitesinoal^ 
faofetafeFBisubtraoted from die sum of endfeis Joy. 
SMsstimaUe-de'liraighthavebeen ^ for a mouieM^'' 
iitiU utouUL Ihe privatioB be too momentary to be a( 
dSieoonted in letrotpecty if it were not that it must -bt 
enmtedigra)i«fiilfy;:«8inee each cross vhioh God'ap^ 
p^adtk us here^« hower^ in. itsdf '^(inwordiy*4o'be 
eebipared'-- onmentioned there^ will b^ s0enf'tohcl^ 
knA. a> high' proefective talue towards l^hte^ii^ 
subsequent felioiity». The best eBittlyyjftilStilktvth 
wittihcHden^aiie as prai» of ^old snatc^ed'by te-Sde- 
soomdiiig angel 'fiom hfef'a^irwift and tiodbled s&^atri. 
Youfmoum^at you find 'them not? but. tkeyare 
litored and combined elsewhere; they shd} feihtr 
those goUen vesads of the hearenly tanctUafy, n^i^tiee 
yoa-Haiaywtake' ^ of the fountain <^ £fe. freely.**- 
Varifk^mnst never be' fovgoUen^ that these wcints -or 
lossesj which* tfaoogh' indeed but transitory; ^^i 
often> in our nanrow mortal view/ protracted ies^#dll 
ast severe, hare been iadapted' and designed- tb<4ix- 
profoundly in our hearts' the inalterable trathh^* 
that Uncreated Good can alone have an origiiial-alld 
immutable reaiitf ;*<:Hto iiioitriieuf»^wi^efing'^dedires 
after this ''one Good, — ^that is God\'' «xA cf(>\XNm<c:)^ 
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us that> in the unclouded experience of his everlasting 
ikvour> there is a bliss which infinitely outweighs aU 
joys of finite affection : nay that the glimpses and 
prelibations of that bliss^ when it shall please Him 
who ^' is Love" to indulge with these the vigilant and 
waiting spirit^ will amply compensate every other 
privation even here. And yet the pain of such 
privations, — ^which, so far from being culpable, indi- 
cates the strength of benevolent and kindly feeling,— 
may itself not obscurely intimate, that the God of 
love will hereafter employ his perfected creatures as 
reciprocal media of those pure joys which must owe 
their origination, fulness, and perpetuity, to Himself 
alone. For I strongly dissent from what a few jdii- 
losophising theologians have appeared to hold,— 4hat 
the highest and final attainment of bliss in the per- 
fect love of God, will involve the cessation of sub- 
ordinate affections. To imagine, under whatever 
colour of devout sublimity, *' that among the blessed 
in heaven all love of the creature does utterly cease, 
and is forever silenced in that region of happiness,"* 
is not only to presume '' above that which is written," 
but to wander beyond the region of common sense. 

It is assuredly lawful and right, that we love our 
fellow beings not only with a love of good-will, but 
with a love of esteem and complacency as far as they 
bear and reflect the divine image, and with a love of 

*Noni8'8 ''Letters coixceTmngt\ift\w^ oi QsA,^* V>^%s;^'^.\Wu 
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gratitude as far as they are instrumentally valuable 
and benevolent towards us ; and it is contrary both to 
all analogy and many scriptural intimations, to supt 
pose that either of these sentiments will be extinct 
in heaven ; nay that they will not each be multiplied, 
enhanced^ and blissfully animated there. The ex- 
cellent Shaw seems in like manner to err by an ex- 
cess of devotional aspiring, when he affirms that 
*^ we shall come to live upon God and delight in 
God alone, without any creature;*'* that " the holy 
soul shall feed upon Him singly, live upon Him 
entirely^ be wrapt up in Him wholly ; f" alleging 
also that '^ angels delight not in any created com- 
fort, J" and that the perfected saints will thus 
•* equal'* them^ in being " abstracted from all cre- 
ated things," so that the creature '^ shall be 
nothing at all to them or in them.*' § Much more 
scriptural and tenable is this devout writer's Ian- 
guage when he only censures '* living upon the 
creature, or a loving of the creature with a distinct 
love; II" and adds, ^'to taste a sweetness in the 
creature^ and to see a beauty and goodness in it, is 
our duty : but then it must be the sweetness of God 
in it^ and the goodness of God, which we ought 
alone to taste and see in it." ^ The precept is just, 



* Angelical Life,-*^n the " Mourner's Companion," (Chalmers 
and Collins,) p. 366. 

f lb., p, 35h I lb., p. 350. ^ Ws..^^,^^^. 

II lb., p. 356. «[Jlb^p.a&7. 
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though lofty^ which he quotes find enforoeSv— r'^In a 
particular being, love the universd Goodness :' let 
the whole world be as the garden of God. tQ.. you, 
from which you may drink something of theidmne 
sweetness."* But surely that temper^ while 'jfitly 
suggested as eamesdy to be pursued, on /eardiy is 
likewise the only one revealed to us as subsisliiig in 
heaven. When^ g<>^g beyond this^ it Is att^oqipted 
to imagine either ** ministering spirita/'tor "^glorified 
heirs of salvation^*^ as having reached a furtljijpi^land 
absolute abstraction from the creature^ we altbs the 
scriptural notion of their social state of blisg, wi^ut 
any ground to believe that .we substitute ci 'State 
which would be really more perfect or ek^Uted. 
Doubtless, *' the blessed and only Potentate." oouU 
create beings who should be fully and for ever blest 
in the exclusive contemplation of Himself: eacli. un- 
acquainted with^ and incapable of knowmg, 'tfaie ex- 
istence of any creature ; conscious only to th^ Ibd^tific 
presence of an infinite Parent and Preserva'y .t.^Pos- 
sibly, amidst the multiform wonders ■ of cftSAion, 
there are found such lonely yet happy inteUigepces, 
whose peculiar mode of blessedness ntoy be difi^^ed 
to impress most strongly on other orders ot- the 

happy, the perfection of the divine All-suffidfifUcy. 

■ "I 

It may be, — ^in'some " wildemesi of sons,** . ;, 

Some heavenly Polynesia, calmly bright, . ,_,'^ 

Where scarce a breath the odorous forest waves, , • j 
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Such eremites muse ; enrapt eternally 
^ ^' in' ter giSfeti^dn of the bdirtdfess' mitid. ^ ^ 
i^jj Ci;Bia^imp0|ci{tient;:i)eedingiaougbt) .. i ...f ..r ... ., 
From hues or forms or fragance, or the swell ' 

*^'^6f%lteharinot^e8 in stany vales, ' " '" 

')i)\f^ {j^tbci^gs of the serai^'s eye dmoe^ - . ' / . • < - < t 

I , ^ Biftrew auji alone the fount of life 
' ImDiDing, ere its hidden fulness gush 

"i . ii'WAlvi^ of creatite ^lendoar fiirth ; . . /> <^. , > 

,,, ,^f[;^'di,flyf? ift thfil wmpM plenitude ; „ , Jl 

Amid the primal and translucent depths 
*-' -tifgioiio^ wisdom t,nd enrapturing love. 



/f.w^ 



illM^ot j >tof jthesf^ - fill worlds : yet not themseWes . . > ...:.< . i * 



"^ --i-.'Ml 
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, UnseeOi nor hy the hymning seraph view'd 

.' ' "With 'liiiaugmented fervours; visible 

nit ILlkefhallow'dhimiooiis stlutues) softly crowned :.s v.rif\v> 
n!.>iW?J^®^'^^^8 8ta'Sl5*»*? too absorb'd in bliss ^ . ,,,^^.^_ 

Tor local change, yet, through ihe varying modd 
')^i>'^Ofl^d\iil'c6httBniidatioii,itti)l Instinct ■ '■ ' '.^ .. p, /tu^ 

An^. changeful ^had4 of meditative joy : 
VA\^»iftUe?etiifele*fiaisfcittdWa8theyg4fe, * 
I >.> f (Theflrips^^l how the*' iioconscious . can have touch*d ; 

"IChe chosds^that ^ake a thousand thousand songs. 
' ' ^ Th^^ tod 'perc^hee, e'en lowlier creatures eye 
/ * HVhh hiiHintelHgehi lbba»e8%or vecede ^ - 
, '> lo^F^tfi^l ai^e. ,The swift and gorgeous bird 

Trom some far paradise, bn runbow plume 
'-^o^tSloWfidtfttfy^ttid Stays her trBrblingB,*-^Adxi io Iratch 
;»0ftBft*®'Wt8]?Mit»auty, 

Bui much more 
.^OOrrhi'^trifijci'e^tieii^nobleFpilgrimsi pause ^ 

j )^,f,T>P^ gK^iding angela point, to linger o*er 
The solitary's rapture ; where, — entranced 
^^^* In^^ nkierior heav«m — ^to eyes unseen, ' 

/•4#4 nNtlR>" unknown, his voiceless eztasy 
' Proclaims the imn^ense and all-sufficing God ; 
Who, should he shroud with an impervious veil 
This universe, and every hkppy mind 
From happy lidiide Associate, would seclude 
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Each in a Father's bosom ; each insphere 

Within that orb of glories increate, 

That uncaused universe whence nature sprang. 

Such beings are imaginable ; but their existence, 
if not unlikely, at least is unrevealed. The only 
state of happy spirits, whether angelic or human, 
which scripture discloses, is, as was before rem£q*ked, 
a social state. We may conclude, indeed, that all 
have their optional solitudes, — ^perhaps attainable 
without new or separate locaUty by a power of com- 
plete mental abstraction, — in which they enjoy ex- 
clusively the contemplation of Deity. But this opi- 
nion arises from our experience of change as height- 
ening enjoyment, a condition it may be of all finite 
natures ; and from a sense of the great limitation of 
our own faculties ; not from anything intrinsically 
better or loftier in that supposed abstraction. For 
we know that in Him who is essentially perfect, the 
highest and happiest contemplation must consist with 
eternal omniscience, perpetual omnipresence, univer- 
sal and unsuspended agency. We know, also, and 
every lasting hope and joy are built upon the fact, 
that the love and complacency of this glorious Being 
are ever fixed on an *' innumerable company'* of 
sinless and renewed creatures. Therefore, although 
there can be no proportion to this divine capacity in 
any finite mind, yet assuredly the nearest resem- 
blance and approximation to the mind of our infinite 
Creator and Saviour, must be sought not in abstrac- 
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tion from creatures or indifference towards them> but 
in the very reverse. 

Besides which, it is obvious to inquire, wherefore 
that associated state which is revealed to us ; why 
that " innumerable company of angels ;" why that 
^' general assembly and church of the first-bom ;" if 
it be not in order to enhance felicity ? Even if it could 
be shown that glorified saints reciprocate no love 
except that of mere benevolence or good-will, would 
it be affirmed that there is no joy in this love, the 
very love which moved Him who ^' delighteth in 
mercy," to confer " His unspeakable gift ;" and our 
Redeemer to endure the cross ? — But further, mutual 
love of this kind between creatures, necessarily in- 
volves a mutual love of gratitude ; nor would it be 
less than unnatural and presumptuous to suppose the 
absence of that other love, which consists in esteem, 
admiration, and complacency, towards those who 
bear the image of the heavenly Saviour, and are pre- 
sented " faultless before his throne." And why 
should either of these sentiments, — either a benevo- 
lent or grateful or complacent affection — towards 
perfect creatures, . be deemed to interfere with su- 
preme love to God, or even with ultimate love to Him 
in the very act of intermediate love to them ? It is 
finely said by the writer above cited, *' Every parti- 
cular good is a blossom of the first goodness ; every 
created exc^llen^cy is a. dark draught of God, and a 
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brc^en beam of this infinite Sun of righteousnessJ^ 
But would it be a just consequence, that there if 1o 
be no admiration, love, or joy, in viewing the r^Aeted 
or refracted beam ? ' 

If some erring devotee of Suryaf were gifted wib 
an eye more unblenching than we deem the eagVs, 
Me to fix with unfatigued admiration on the mth^ 
ftdkst blaze, would it follow that he must do this tm- 
eeasingly, — or would not the vision of that ^ gMt 
l^ht" be virtually continued, although not direct^ 
when he should turn to look upon '* the sea-wav(»'8 
multitudinous smile," j: ^' the moon walking in 
brightness," or the '^pearled and rubied douds,** 
where 

'' Myriads of difibsive dyes 
Stream o'er the tissued sides ?**§ 

Would he be likely to forget, amidst these brilliant 
nflections and refractions, the day-spring which first 
shed forth and still renews their splendour ? or would 
that lunar mirror and that rubied cloud, and '' ntumy- 
twinkling ^mile of ocean," each prepare him to turn 

* Angelical Life, in ibid., p. 376. 
f The title of the sun in Hindu mythology. See Sir W. JoMift 
Poems, vol. ii. p. 93. 

X See this fine phrase of ^schylus quoted, with the * lifl ^ M f * i 
version of it which is added, ^* the many-twinkling smile of oeaH^'' 
in the " Christian Year/' (p. 134,) one of the most origins]^ and 
beautiful volumes of sacred poetry since the days of Herbert ' 
§ Sir W. Jones's Poems, voLiL p. 101. 
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to tli0 sun itself with a deeper, though deluded, 

7 



: And when you shall look in heaven upon 
'' ministers of grace/* or on some dear object of 
pebuom you are now bereft, or whom you loved in un- 
tolfl sadpess because the sentiment could not be ex- 
pressed^ or could not be mutual ; when you shall find 
all exoellenciesi real or ideal, which you had con- 
feived in. creatures, Terified and far transcended, and 
every pure and blameless ardour shall awake in tiie 
tntimate society (^ those whom Jdiovah has caused 
tp reflect perfectly his glorious image, — will the Imuh 
tific and adoring vision of the '' Sun of righteousness^* 
be by such objects or feelings suspended? and 
although it should be less constantly direct or exclu- 
sive, will it not, by these alternations, acquire at one 
season a milder loveliness, at another a sublimer nMr 
jesty ? When you shall thus associate with perftet 
/creatures, it is true you will, so far, admire and love 
the '' shadows of that glorious essence with whom 
there is no shadow of change/** It will be in some 
sense but a " bright cloud" of heavenly '* witnesses" 
which shall encompass you ; but in its '' myriads of 
diffusive dyes'* you will venerate that plastic all- 
pervading brightness, which can give even to the 
doud an ever*during beauty, varying yet indissoluble. 
Be consoled then under the vanished hopes, the 

* '< Shaw's Angdical life," p. 377. in the <* Mourner*8 Companion.** 
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unfulfilled wishes and repeated wounds, which you 
have suffered and may yet endure. ''The hour 
oometh" when, without any infringement of supreme 
devotedness to the Author of all good, you shall give 
to glorified creatures a love alike pure and fervent ; 
mediately to them but ultimately to Him; feeling 
that all their moral and material beauty is in itself 
derivative but in Him imchanging; in them also 
destined to be permanent, because it is his will and 
promise that it shall not decay. Anticipate the un- 
reserved endearment, the perfect love of heaven^ as 
means by which the God of grace will manifest his 
beneficence and glory. '' Remember hpw short the 
time is,** ere the dejection of a lonely heart maybe 
exchanged for the fuU sunshine of blessedness, and 
all that living and love-breathing imageiy, which 
shall reflect and variegate its beams. TiU theOr 
may " the Lord direct your heart into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ*' 
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ON ADVERSITIES IN PECUNIARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Notwithstanding a great number of distressing 
facts which wear the contrary aspect^ it is soothing 
to ccmdude on the whole^ that the order of Divine 
Providence^ and the progress of human affairs under 
that hidden administration^ are lessening from age 
to age the general sum of violent and extreme ad- 
versity. 

The civilization and science^ the public spirit and 
prudential foresight^ which have grown with the 
growth of enlightened Christianity, form a sort of 
lower parallel, in temporal benefits, to the sublimer 
blessings which the gospel has diffiised ; so that its 
complex influence is seen to have abated the inse- 
curities and terrors of " the life that now is," as 
well as those, more momentous, of '^ that which is 
to come." 

K 2 
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There is in this concurrence an obyious fitness 
and harmony. It yields a kind of collateral pledge 
for the loftier promises of that '* godliness/* which 
'' is profitable unto all things." There would have 
been some discordancy^ had a religion which pre- 
dicts^ even for this worlds an era of glorious peace 
and blessedness^ rendered meantime the social and 
individual state of man more and more calamitous 
on the whole. 

It is well, therefore, to recollect, with gratitude 
and hope, how far that is from being the &ct. In 
what may be specially termed the ages and do- 
mains of Christian civilization, those dreadful 
visitations of disease have become less multi- 
plied and less destructive, which, by striking 
most awfully at human life, '* shake terribly" 
the whole social fabric : and although a grievous 
scourge of this kind has recently filled many psprts 
of our land vdth mourning and others with dismay, 
yet I trust we may regard its desolations as actually 
far less wide, and its speedy recurrence or long du- 
ration as far less probable, than they would,, by the 
unchecked operation of natural causes, have been at 
remote periods. In the fourteenth century, and in 
each of the four successive reigns of Elizabeth, 
James, and the first and second Charles, this island 
was ravaged by pestilences which, in the extent of 
their depopidating havoc, were greatly more ter^c. 
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The horrors also of famine^ which in the first- 
named century were dreadfaUy experienced in 
England^ have been rendered much less an object 
of dreads not only by a better regulated industry^ 
but by the resources of a vastly extended inter- 
course with distant nations. 

It should^ doubtless^ be much more solemnly and 
submissively remembered than it is, in reference to 
both, that we are ever, and most absolutely, " in the 
hand of" Him, who could give to " his sword" the 
pestilence, a quite unsparing commission, or inflict, 
on every re^on, simultaneous and protracted barren- 
ness. But we do not omit to feel and acknowledge 
that '* very groat are His mercies,*' when we attri- 
bute, instnmientally, the rareness and mitigations 
of those dire distresses, to such advancements in 
society as have attended on His higher gift; — ^them- 
selves, therefore, equally ordinations of His unde- 
served goodness 5 — yet the natural and happy effects 
of which. He could, at any moment^ and in any 
measure, frustrate. 

In the same order of concomitance with Christian 
civilization, have massacre and rapine become less 
prevalent in war; feuds, assassinations, and out- 
^rages, more rare in times of national peace; pillage 
and palpable extortion have been checked by set- 
tled laws; conflagrations have grown l^ss frequent 
ahli moontroUable : and against tne effects of these. 
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But we need not go to the houses and mensbih 
of sovereigns^ in order to seek a fair and fit' aippliicar 
tion of the phrase^ ** He poureth contempt upob 
princes/' The prophet Isaiah's language^ in'his 
vivid picture of '' T^re the croWning" — " whose 
merchants are princes^ whose traffickers the honour-' 
able of the earth/' * has become singularly app<^ile 
to'those of Genoa and Venice in their tuhi^ andilill 
is^ in some points, to those of our own '^ merchant 
cities." Yet we have seen the successors of t6< 
Dorias and Durazzos tenanting obscure comers (^ 
their splendid palaces; and of late years, in feur 
own country, not seldom has the petty dividend of a 
just demand been actually paid to creditors' by ^ 
individual who had possessed both rank and cbin- 
Aianding opulence. I have myself received such a 
fraction at the hands of such a sufferer, who fulfilled 
the mortifying office with a manly courtesy. 

How 6milies have been thus cast down as by* ah 
earthquake, from the refinements of education and 
of luxury to the hard and bitter tria:ls of depehdeiice, 
all persons intimate with our recent commercfiat an- 
nals are too well apprized. If some of my readers 
have become acquainted with such a chaAge experi- 
mentally, they will feel as if other forms of km'di^ 
disaster should scarcely be compared with thatw 

O im 

the dass in which they are numbered; and^may 
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imaging perhaps less justly^ that some aggravatiQns 
of circumstance or character give to themsdves in- 
dividually a sad pre-eminence of suffering even 
among that dass. 

There are, however, other modes and d^ 
grees of pecuniary adversities^ in some respec^ 
much less severe, and yet not trivial, which espe^ 
dally belong to our own times and country^ qgn- 
sisting not in sudden and total overthrow, but in a 
quiet, partial, continued subtraction of means and re? 
sources. It may be not inaptly expressed in tlie 
scripture phrase which precedes that lately quoted;. 
'* they are minished and brought low ;" a phrase 
descriptive, more or less, of the present condition of 
multitudes ; applicable, in a painful sense, ta tluit 
of many who never possessed more than a , very 
small share of this world's goods, who, moved in 9, 
lowly sphere^ and acquired their daily comforts by 
daily exertions. Yet these they did acquire^ with 
moderate toil and tranquil regularily, obtaining 
*' food and raiment,*' and the simplest conveniences 
of life^ with little fear that the sources of supply 
would be interrupted or reduced. But national or 
local changes, the consequences of public policy, oe 
of others' private ruin, of war, or peace, or of mq- 
ohapical inventions, have gradually brought them to 
a state of penury ; if not an actual destitution of 
things ^ needful for the body,'' still an anxious dif- 

b: 5 
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To tendet, however^ such dispensations tb« ten 
unwelcome and depressing, nay in some respects to 
reverse their influence, is an office to which, if ever 
any moral system can be so, the Christian vystem 
must be competent The old philosophy boldly 
affected to perform it, and not without some suo- 
oes^ ; but the gospel undertakes the task with in« 
cgpiparably greater power; and if we are not, in 
some ipeasure, thankful learners, the weakness of 
our faith is of necessity betrayed. With regard to 
that primitive body of believers whose rise and suf- 
ferings the New Testament records, so far were they 
from being distinctly encouraged, like the Mosaic 
church, by a hope of temporal indulgence, — so for 
from weiving any pledge of immunity from worldly 
trials — that adversities were to them a special matter 
of their Lord's prediction and pronUse : were to be 
marks of genuine discipleship and paternal adop- 
tion ; and were made both by Christ and his apos- 
tles a subject of beatitude. 

This, we may observe in passing, yields strdng 
presumptive confirmation to the claims advanced' 
by the exalted Founder of our faith; to his con*; 
sciousness of the reality and force of his own er^ 
dentials, — that he hesitated not to propose to a 
people enamoured of wealth and pleasure, a reli* 
gipn linked to calamities, and offering no secular 
prize or allurement None, surely, but Hewhow«i 
giving miraculous proofe t\ia\. H.^ covM heal and 
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raruscitate and pardon^ and was about to ratify 
tl:k>8e proofs by his own triumph over death, could 
hMve afforded to invite and attach followers with 
that strange and gloomy promise^ '' In the world 
ye shall have tribulation;'* or with the austei^' 
command, ^ Sell all that thou hast, and follow me.** 
We are not indeed thence to infer, that the possess 
sion of ease or wealth is incompatible with the t^-- 
oqption of Christ's gospel, any more than that an' 
exemption from violent persecution annuls the cHa* 
racter of a disciple. Neither penury nor martyrdom' 
were invariable accompaniments of Christian faith- 
fulness, even in the first age. The church had then 
its Joseph of Arimathes^ its Gains and Philemon.' 
No one, however, can study the general tenor of' 
the Christian institute, without perceiving that 
we ou^ht not to '* think it strange'* if, as fol- 
loip^ers of Christ, we be '^ minished,"— or ev^' 
'* .brought bw." 

Yet it may be that we are sometimes much inclined ' 
tQ, think it so ; since the contention and bias of nature 
ace often too strong for the submissive conclusiblis of' 
grace. You may say — ^if these adversities had as« 
sailed me while I was still estranged from God, and 
spuming pr slighting the message of his reconciling 
lofi^ I could readily interpret them as a salutary 
tJ^iQiligh stem disdpline for bringing me to the re- - 
vtikd re^e: but, on the contrary, tfaey liave ' 
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gathered and pressed around me^ long sinoe I had 
embraced that refuge^ and had aimed to realiiein 
daily habit the principle of consecrating temponl 
blessings to the service of my Lord. Hewaspkasedi 
indeed, for a time^ to smile on me by the growing 
favours of his constant providence; but» in hiter 
periods, '' all these things are against me;** and 
the change is adverse to my usefulness as well » 
comfort ; without being apparently in all respects 
conducive to spiritual improvement; since, byfi>- 
menting tempers of dissatisfied regret and unqiuet 
foreboding, it rather impedes and distracts my 
Christian course. 

Doubtless, if we unhappily misuse, or are not 
watchful duly to interpret and improve, these and 
other '^ manifold" trials, they may all acquire that 
lamented tendency; but it would be not the less 
true that they were both graciously designed, and 
accurately calculated, as indispensable for our eternal 
good. Indeed, if we trust personally in the care of 
a *' reconciled Grod and Father,'* it cannot be ques- 
tioned that these adversities were fit and requisite, 
though their uses should happen to be quite beyond 
our conjecture; especially when we observe that 
some of them have been made to originate from 
counsels and transactions of our own which had an 
aim precisely opposite, and were in themselves appa- 
rently quite legitimate and promising; when lossfi 
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have arisen from the very steps cautiously and plau- 
sibly taken for prevention of loss : from the errors of 
friendly and experienced advisers ; or from connexions 
fonned on discreet and disinterested principles. 

But some general and important uses of pecuniary 
diecks and disappointments^ even to real Christians; 
are surely^ by the help of revelation^ not undiscover* 
able or obscure. 

Such modes of adversity will practically r^nind 
you^ though by a very distant approach to resem- 
blance^ of the earthly condition of our divine Saviour ; 
and by this suggestion itself you may betaught> that 
they are appointed to constitute, m your case, a 
means and part of your conformity to Him. Are 
they slight and unobserved as compared with the 
violent reverses of some others? Still, if you acutely 
or pensively feel them, if your latent pride be 
wounded, and your complacency disturbed, will you 
not appreciate with new wonder '' the mind which 
was in Christ Jesus?" Will you not of necessity 
reflect — am I reluctant to be somewhat circum-* 
scribed and ^' minished," and did the Lord of all 
things freely consent to be *' brought low ?" 

Are you, on the other hand, more conspicuously 
or decidedly humbled ? Have you been cast down 
from a state of wealth and comparative dignity, to 
that of narrow supplies and dependent endeavours ? 
If we even addressed a mendicaut i^tiiit:^ tit ^. ^^- 
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•erted soveragn^ a second BelisariuB in penuiy, or 
Dkmysius in exile, we should have still to aak« not 
in the spirit of insult or insensibility, but with a 
desire to condole and to animate,— 'have you heaid 
of or remembered that *' Prince of life," that 
'' King of Kings," who ''made himself of no repu- 
tation, but took on him the form of a servant 7**— 
who, *' though he was rich" in all the splendours of 
Deity, '' for our sakes became poor,*' assuming our 
frail and necessitous nature with all its wants and 
sorrows ?-— That '' great mystery of godliness," in- 
deed, transcends not only our comprehension, but 
still more our subject. There would be something 
little less incongruous in comparing to it the most 
signal and total of mere human reverses, than the 
most ordinary and mitigated. We have rather to 
contemplate now, that preference by our Saviour, 
among human conditions, of poverty and lowliness, 
which is so memorable, and was doubdess meant to 
be so monitory, I am very iar from judging (and 
have indeed already guarded against the inference), 
that all followers of Christ must needs endure miMe 
or less this particular kind of adversities, in order ta 
an essential conformity with Him« The ** Fa&er 
of our spirits" has various methods at his choice, by 
which substantially to produce and develope that 
conformity. He can *' minish" or impoverish in 
bodily health,. in mental vigour, in the treasures ef 



!rMlid$hip ^ Of ^pCitation ; and in eidier way suflBh- 
nl^ly^'^nibnii his adopted children to the image ^ 
uld ^Wafferiiigs '6f Him> who was ^^ the first-born 
ufa«iag Ettany bwthrwi/' 

'Vet thiS'we ftaMy may affirm> that when trials of 
;h^&tame kiM a^ appointed^ when, instead of riches 
[laving Iteen tiniddpaired, or gainful oocnpatioft hav- 
i^ irici^^y they have been diminished or have dis^- 
i.^f^eaml'/then arewe> in thisrespecti led moife stricdy f 
xiib the^ ftkyl'steps' of our Master. And what Chris- 
\isSi can resollTedly wish and deliberately pray, (not^* 
witttstatiding the' secret conflict often in his heart,) 
blftkt%hi»^rt t>f approach, which after all may be 
stfil'^ilt distantj had not been ordained? Who 
tha^ has read and in any measure believed- those^ 
vrdrds ^of Jesusy ^^ It is enough for the disciple that- 
hd-beas his master:" or the words of Paul; *' If 
w€f%ufl^ with'hini-we shall also reign with him' ?'^ 

^But, ahiidst the inward conflict to which I have^ 
ai^t^^rted; it will perhaps be ingeniously urged— ^^ 
sU^'We cannot be (as you just now admitted) con? 
difkMdto the humiliation of our Redeemer fiilly,-^i 
s^far frbm it, that his must ever remain infinitely 
gfeafer — why these particular adversities in addiN 
tiiA tb • niany more ? or why so severe in degree ?" 
of^he^fore in this successive and omtmudd form f 

<4Le^it first be called to mind, that these paitido'*'' 
l^ ^vwitiefr jiave ever constitu6ed«u&«iqiientiib»'^ 
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gradient of those very trials with which the Al- I 
mighty has seen meet to visit not a few of his dis- 
tinguished servants. It is true^ this part of their 
afflictions is in a great measure withdrawn from 
notice amidst the more prominent and keener dis- 
tresses which it has accompanied. But was it, 
therefore^ the less real ? When the wealth of that 
Arabian prince and patriarch on whom ** the bless- 
ing of the perishing had come>'' and who had 
'* caused the widow's heart to sing/* was quickly 
devastated by repeated strokes^ — had this kind of 
calamities the less of intrinsic rigour> because thrown 
into the shade> as it were^ by grievous disease &nd 
bereavement and reproach? — ^When the chosen 
apostle of the Grentiles^ who had probably till then 
enjoyed all the advantages of life^ suffered in hJB 
new career *' the loss of all things^" so as some- 
times to hunger and thirst and be insufficiently 
clothed^ — ^were these privations the less real because 
we almost lose sight of them — as he also sometimes 
might — amidst imprisonments and scourgings, aad 
murderous assaults from those whom he toiled 
to save ? In the first-mentioned hardships Paul was 
but the forerunner of a cloud of witnesses and con* 
fessors^ who '^ took joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods.'^ We are prone in their case^ as in his> to 
overlook that species of adversities, just because it 
is eclipsed by others still more grievous. B^ 
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again I would ask, was the forfeiture of property, 
or the loss of profitable employ and comfortable 
support, the less afflictive in itself, because then at- 
tended with stripes or cruel mockings, mutilation, 
or exile ? Yet these were persons whom our Saviour 
emphatically pronounced '^ blessed." Your expe- 
rience, it is probable, even as to one kind of adver- 
sity among the many, will scarcely bear comparison 
with theirs : but were it equally severe, would this 
at all imply unkindness on his part, who thus dealt 
with apostles, with evangelists, with the noble 
army of martyrs, and who meanwhile bade them 
** rejoice and be exceeding glad V* You will object, 
perhaps, that their trials, as being for the name 
and cause of Christ, were tests and demonstra- 
tions of fidelity, and, therefore, grounds of joy ; but 
that yours are devoid of this consolatory character. 
Remember, however, that where it has pleased God 
to remove such persecutions, they can no longer form 
the test of Christian faith and constancy. A sub- 
missive and grateful endurance of those afflictions 
winch are common to all, (but of which believers 
may usually expect an ample share,) with a spe- 
cial reference to their Master's will, must be now 
amongst the strongest proofs of their allegiance and 
their trust. Could you, indeed, on a serious re- 
view, whether of church history or of scripture pre- 
dictions, deem it a clearer token of ydur Saviour's 
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love and care, if the tide of worldly prosperity 
were always risings if the gale of success were ever 
with you? 

But while it behoves you to feel and to acknow- 
ledge^ that He who '* careth for you'* must *' do 
right/' and also that appointments which are in 
unison both with his personal example and distinct 
predictions, may be presumed accordant with his 
most gracious purposes, it will be more satisfying 
If you can also discern other weighty and merdfiil 
reasons for these appointments. And how, with 
the New Testament before us, with its assurances 
that the grand object of God's dispensations is to 
detach us from this world, recall us to Himself, 
prepare us for eternity, — ^together with some obser- 
vation of mankind and knowledge of ourselveis,— 
how shall we £sdl to discover such reasons ? In the 
tempers and habits which unchecked prosperity so 
often generates, what a commentary do we fiiid on 
the various warnings of the gospel as to the danger 
of abounding in riches ! not that instances are wamt- 
ing, either ancient or modem, of good men w&i 
may have passed quite unhurt through thiis ojd^; 
the ''Father of the faithful," and Job' in lus. 
redoubled wealth, and a Thornton and Ke)nioi(& in 
our own times, could be " very rich," not only wiliii- 
out *' shipwreck of faith and of a good conisdience, 
bt|t perhaps without being the less spiritudly- 
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minded^ or desiriug the less earnestly '' a better 
Country." The question^ however, still remains, 
— have we any reason to be confident that such 
would have been our own case ? No one, I suppose, 
could frame the presumptuous expectation or extras 
vagant wish, that God might bestow on him corre- 
spondent measures of wisdom and of grace, in order 
that he might be as safe and spirituaUy pn»perous 
as some of those very wealthy believers. This would 
be prescribing its methods to Divine sovereignty 
with a boldness which strongly evinced the need of 
humiliation. We must accept our measure as it is ; 
both of natural tendencies, and spiritual gifts : and 
then ask, — if that share of means which God en-^ 
trusted to me had been yearly augmented, or yearly 
undiminished, does it appear likely that I should not 
have '^ trusted'* more in this world's possessions? 
Is it probable that, amidst an accession of worldly 
prosperity, or even with no ebb and interruption of it, 
I should have embr^ed the gospel so firmly ? Can 
I even assure myself that as good and right a use 
would have been made by me of the larger gifts of 
Providence as is now made of the less ? It will assist 
us perhaps in this inquiry, to remember, how we 
have in past life actually been carried by certain 
positions of affairs or impulses of the mind, into 
aims and undertakings, both laudable and the con- 
trary, which at pther periods, both previously and 
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since^ we could never have expected to pursue or to 
achieve : for we shall thus in some sort judge how 
greatly, — how far beyond all present calculation,— 
certain differences in the course and turn of oar 
affairs might have changed the current of our piu^ 
poses, the nature of our connexions, and ^' the spirit 
of our minds." Besides, are you conscious, as it ts> 
of no unfaithfulness towards God in temper or in 
practice? Have you never had reason, while pro* 
fessing to be his, to appropriate to yourself that 
ancient charge, ** My people have forsaken nie» the 
fountain of living waters, and have hewn out to 
themselves cisterns ?" — Has there been no need for 
you to be feelingly convinced, that these cisterns are 
broken, or fragile? When God has disappointed 
you as to worldly wealth, he has in effect broken 
one of the chief cisterns which you, or others before 
you, have diligently hewn. Possibly he has over- 
thrown it at a stroke; '^dashed it to pieces like a 
potter's vessel :" more probably he has let the con- 
tents in part escape by unseen flaws; or filter away, 
as it were, through the very pores of the reservoir. 
If it had been quite otherwise, if you had hewn 
more capacious cisterns, and sculptured and adorned 
them, and no flaw had yet been detected, would 
you have been so likely to return in humility to 
Him who says, *' If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me ?" 
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Connecting these considerations with the former, 
xiay I not still the more confidently expect of you as a 
[Christian — ^that whatever regrets or even repinings 
^ou may sometimes be possessed with on account of 
pecuniary adversity, you will even then utterly shrink 
bom adopting, unconditionally, the presumptuous 
prayer, — Restore, oh Father of mercies, the gifts 
which Thou hast taken away, or hast caused to 
make to themselves wings and fly. — When you 
contemplate the brevity and precariousness of this 
life; when you meditate on His wisdom and com- 
passion, who alone can be our '^ guide even unto 
death," you will " covet earnestly" no gift but '* the 
best :" spending your fervour in that noble prayer, 
'' Lord ! lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us ;"— -conscious that the Author of all good 
can thus put more gladness in your heart, than ever 
was conferred by the abundance and increase of 
earthly possessions. And while you so *' ask" of Him 
who is " our portion for ever," who alone can teach 
us unwaveringly to choose, and fit us eternally to 
^njoy, that all-sufficient portion,— -you will try to sum 
ip your desires and regrets as to things temporal, in 
the words of Him who endured the cross; '* not as 
[ will, but as Thou wilt :" — ^nor need we scruple to 
issociate with them a poet's beautifiil declaration :— • 

^ Give 5rhat Thou wih, without Thee I am poor» 
And with Thee rich^ take wha^Thou wilt away.*' 
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Miercy has taugktjcm h> sekeite' sttel*ed~«te<^;'40r 
tathdr has '* apptehended" yon^th tt rdsiuing a»l 
sustainingf hand ; and dnyagh yoif should ip^aflk^incA 
yet deej^r datkness, you wonld bdp^ttttd'resolvt^ to 
/stay yourself tipon your God:*' ^Bat for tb^fe y^ 
treniMe as imagination paints thel^ xtftt|?Ml'^p»Qiyi 
Vou shudder at the precipice and tli^'Cbrf^fft^ ym 
dit^A the rugged tract and tfae^lu3rorriant VaU^^fbe 
crowded liciene and the soKt^ry ;^N^ttingi%halt'iit 
may b^ in that most perilous jun<^Fe>'>^:^r'y^ «cnM 
part of their cou^/ the most o^yp^site- t<> Whtftyoi^ 
Would select) the'most similar to#hat yoii fedct^^^^^Jikfilt 
the > Quidfe of tteir youth'* iHJL^meet th^mwitk 
his free aiid unchangeable. compassion i^ftnd from 
that memorable hour of weaknefis^^ error, or Wretdi- 
edness, will lead them^^ by the right way." > Undue 
anxiety, evmi when its soutoe and <fcubject aie.«f 
the most justifiable kind, is not lynly reproved -by 
our conscious and insuperable ignorance^' tmt ^lies 
open to the severer rebuke of boing 4^ply tinc- 
tured with a want of '^ feith in Godi" A-s to'the 
former, could we need confirmation, the^^e^^^stb 
of every day and of all society would yield it* Bv«n 
were the temporal welfare of your Cskmily theilimit 
of your earnest wishes, were the prosperity of this 
life (for I apply not the term happiness to^falM k 
trief and unsatisfying) all fhat you would ittT^kfe 
for them, you know how impossible it' would 
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incompensable want of paternal judgment and re- 
strainty through all the steps of tuition^ and in the 
choice of destination for life. Or you look on 
those whose ^' delicateness and tenderness" time 
will less diminish ; — and while your own impaired 
health may forebode the uncertainty of their remain- 
ing parent's days^ you meditate on the trials and 
hazards of orphan daughters with a still deeper sigh. 
Your resources also for the support and benefit of 
those so beloved and so dependent^ it is likely^ have^ 
by the same event, been painfully abridged ; and 
you predict with sadness how much more this will 
be felt^ as their occasions for aid shall progressively 
augment and multiply. But this is not all. You 
are a Christian ; and your inmost solicitude con- 
templates interests that extend beyond the boun* 
daries of time. You desire intensely, and suppli- 
cate continually, the spiritual and endless happiness 
of those so dear. That stroke of bereavement which 
has n^arred your earthly contorts and aggravated 
all your cares, has too keenly graven in your heart 
the thought of eternity, for it to be long obscured; 
and you therefore anticipate with a new dread those 
moral dangers of the world, in which, as they 
advance, the cherished objects of your care must 
mingle. You foresee, for those who will have to enter 
on its active pursuits, inevitable contact with its 
deceits and perik; and sotAetimes a trembling 
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the whol& Mj^dit^in'Aiiaait^ mtj^ 
hostile^ armwpviQBt^ /» w4 w]»ile . . )ie]r,f(a i)|^(|dii4J^ 
JjuUus, only: ii^f okiecl his fprt^mfc. ^^jprovid^offt; 
or God fi)rbade» hiai capUire; tiH ,a .tajr«tpFkHi<^,«Liri: 
mihappyf course should jae jGudUttli^ ^lAfi^^^MuMli 
and will sot the same, band direatXiMteJfl j<tdgt!ift§hri 
but/ in mierey) ithe, cDuaser of. tlkni^/irlMinii p^Msll 
love ooD&ivatty commits isfd hi9'rk«f)piiig?9n]Bbi'a 
same powen tiiat sGatter^dias^ ^iii!d»ffkiim^'^^ 
guideft<thfi:QautHus -intciiiits )pciUy/X»v»^kj$; 4flbSl[llN(M.i 
waftedmany an ^haiMtediveM&aMj; in jicki^piei^bd^. 
withmt arcompMS wdwitb^mHrig«teir«feiiik|gi<^$iBiK 
^-.quifttjJtajSJtt^-r ...i: ,.. .-.y: :.::.':;..:.' -;->:tr,s-^:u L;iThiTj:;fii 
Humao^ lifer rnndd BtiUifaeiar.ii^ri^iba^M^^ 
trackless deepier a ^ejpfii^ip^ iaiiifinii^s^Y^^mit^' 
eariUp prosperitjfi.lte only, gfiiJU,i(3^ htf^iM^ 
tnore is prediction baffied«> iand Ibft ffitsan^Umi^ #; 
hujQsaoiYigilancie in i^i^ }kiEiNk^fll(e^¥j^qimllP^^ 
elude in'<wtR.e^ijnate[ Xhm^ '^A|i6ta:gWjtfe[mja^^ jOT i fai 
ties ?dli«brf.with, jott, ar^: ha|^^qp^9<n€AlP^6fe£pi||^ 

weighing^, a* tbey;dQ, aU th§-/,4i»9ii^t^]^>gsuiAfi 
time. :r.If th&: aherteigbtedft^^ft iBtiufB^to^-jfei th^*, 
aneient queatiion ,", Who k«i<««^HFiwi^.vg^ 
raaia in this^life.?". nwglrt be^.a^steev^lodg^^,^ 
thou^h.thftiday? .?f wWeeh he.isf>e»d^ti^ ^a^ f») b ft < j i|j ^ f 
were the whole of his existencje, — ^how much mo^e 
when, the shadow forms, Mt t&l? prel^minaf):^ Vm fo 
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rtt^iitit^ that i» boundless I A sense of bur tn^a- 
p^ty to foresee the spiritual effects of this BfeV in- 
dklents and changes, though it must not rdax cau- 
don Or paralyse exertion, ought surely to modify ail 
mir prjftyers, desires, and eiSbrts, for the earthly- wel* 
&ure<tf others,. as weD as for our own; introducing 
into, all of them this heartfelt reservation, — ** the 
IJdrd, let Him do- what seemeth Him good." i Au* 
gvistine relates that his devout mother had' ear- 
nestly deprecated that change of his residence^ from 
Carthage to Italy, which was, in fact, the means of 
his conversion. Doubtless her grief at the thought 
of sepai^ation wa» mingled with the dread of his 
incurring greater transgressions, and being still fur- 
thei* alienated from piety. The immediate object, 
ihereibre, of her earnest prayer was, that his depar- 
lire ndight be prevented. " What, oh my God ! *' 
[he i;<rrites) *' did she at that time intreat with such 
3Xoeds of teatS) ^cept that Thou wouldest not permit 
oiy voyage ? But in thy profound and hidden -coun- 
sels, listening toth^ deeper object, the tfordmol point 
>f her desires. Thou wert regardless of what she 
Ihen imploredi in order to accomplish in me 
pehat she ev«r imploredi"'*^ Perhaps this Christian 
parent, even while thus, hurried away -by tender 
iffeiictions and forebodings, exercised a more sub- 

* Confess^ 1. T. c. 8. Ezaudieng aurdinem desiderii ejus, non 
;iirasti quod tunc petelwl^ ut in me faeeiet, qnod g^mper petebdt. 



missive spirit than her son aseiibeicttb'llev) 'rBiitPiie 
should ev^r remember^ that ithev^rjFBufppMidoir'of 
these prospects beyond the tomb/'vhidxTrettfee'pv 
deepest tE^nxieties^ both relative and per90B9i!^<Ht8etf 
involves.and'is built upon the feotof GodiVplTfiiotioiiB 
and providence. When^ as Christisn; ^pmrnits^ipe 
yield to a desponding or agitated :t«iipto<yfib&Ml^^ 
to the unknown course and desiinyof ^wue ohildssni 
we not only seem to mourn oveF'tUat wafat^bf pre^ 
sdence which is the aUotment 4uid coaditioh-of) 4ur 
beings but we really betray the feebleness; of our 
trust in that great Ruler and Father, of hJHsrcnea^ 
tures^ from whose own declarationrof iMthtese^'knd 
acts and promises of mercy>itcanalone'be infeiAred 
that the course of those whom we love 19 'truly so 
momentous. Had not the Almighty revealed him- 
self in the person of • that •' beloved Son," who/ hy 
his authctritative voioe^ but more impktessively by his 
vicarious, sufiferings, promulgated < the< iacaklilatd^ 
worth both of the human soul and of its ransomed pii>- 
trimony, then would those ultimate beipes ^and fears^ 
which possess you on behatf of your beloved charge, 
have never been awakened: you would* 'have hdl, 
probably, no fixed expectation of a life- ta come'; 
certainly no knowledge as to the connexion' of hap- 
piness in that life with pardon and spiritual reno^ 
vation in this. You would have been incompetent 
to conceive for them the hope of a perfect and lin* 



^l»iigUable-ftlitiit^9'ii]ieninieb fl^^ 
%denocf tiip pwman/iuitQr^ atid cendhioa; and iiblttivii{|[ 
iw^oiiur^'tgiibrsliic^ : of ths' ^divinef^" i(xmU vvutfaORt 'df 
tf0eii-9u^st'/8t|cb'a*kope.^ Tlie acwiriM^ith^MbTij 

gratoeAifl3^'.43daB9e)ili''an immortal Hfoyto^com^ llbsm 
mn^'fjiou-lgeQeve'riJiat Heirho pfoolaJnsfondffaDfi^ 
ferfii ifds ib&r f 'fiddr of- all ' gmoe^' > tbe God tvlio is 
1^ rLdve^^'^ ' Who >lnt» ^ven • unsjieakaUe '■ tpvoof - ol 'ki% 
ixxnj^s9kftt/'iaiEi>'dxcelliHg(to ufto hi8'>ow)i^i^ath»tii 
buiguajgie)(inot: 'dnfyf >a<^ Va,ibkt*9 pity/ 'tait /revlsym 
4mii^Aer%'ttedemeBe,'<'({ ' > ■• «■•"' •• '■»."'// rw*'ii .^oiis^ 
^>^v'Y€iiii will»< 'a&BweCy ' periiaps^^^Akisd -aoi tomtot 
^can^fiarise ^^ev^R ^/firomi ^ these : graciouB )attiGbUteJs, 
end^ ittiese'vcojlfiitdaM/y ' 'deeka*iu^ .>•» isindu 
indpirjr/issuo'Of inytdhUdr^'a c(^ diVine 

4zmthf p^rsona%: ^affiscln their heartewtiirMoteritmicl 
•Btiti ikb it ( noli - b6 forgotten^ ' that' *v^ seFveof^/.tire 
-Gpd> 4i£<ihope'!^^ ttl;]^. he detighteth! itt jier^yi<and 
jsfRabLsT'to do' ^^eKO0kUng'>abuiidandy'abof»rraU 
vv!!^€ahi hsk ;^' • that sinet^. <Hei has expresely cnjbialbd 
iusd enootiri^ed'iaterce^noii^ it would foe profenefti 
imiagifie^that' earhestnipplioatioiiB^ (feind eB^p^fMQj 
fair^riftal'pFayerB>) having die ihighei^ good <#iother8 
^W'their lob^tl^'Bhoald'foe l^hoU^ (Di^'u^mally ine$- 

-niWho wiQ T9iitaitr to;airis6!itj that wbinua^paMmt?]^ 

1-^ 
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aincece and belieying^ th^Mig^ im|M^fl(6t'^pfli!GlSnif^ 
combined with such practical TigilcHitce bb tnxr'isi^ 
firmity admits, have been the - child^g mheriUtficei' 
— that child is likely to pass into another maMiAf 
Visited by heavenly mercy; unrepehtati^ tfhd 'onr 
blest T Are we even warranted' in fadttlgii^ ttie 
fear, that if. we, '^ being evil/' perscK^anj^y etaiftsitt' 
this best of gifts for. our childr^ our bettvefliy' 
Father will refuse to besicm onj<fim-^ the'IK<i|f 
Spirit'* which He has promised to thipw tKaV€tiit 
What right have we to conclude, that thid bleaclln^ 
which it is our first duty to implore^ and wlveliiti 
unconditionally promised, will be. withholdi^i;L^wbeii 
it is solicited for them; solicited by those in-. whto 
all the sentiments of nature axe a^^pledge fei^'unr 
doubted sincerity, if not for unwearied ardour? ;fljr 
what principle, are we authorized:^ to limit ordepre^ 
ciate the efficacy of intercessory prayer.? --It* % 
surely, prayer of the purest and most heiiyi^Biy 
kind. It has for its very essence) and itopiiUfi^, 
the spirit of love. It is the kind of prayer iii-wluctt 
Christ abounded on earth, and whidi He ecmtinues 
in heaven. And in the case of those whonA' ytiiii 
'' love as your own soul," how shall it npt bfr'oiHen 
winged with a pecuUar fervour ? Nay, I doubt iK>t 
you have sometimes felt,— --though my suppEdifibins 
for myself have this day been so distracted iftikl 
lukewarm, at least my supplications for ite^^dear 
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children Jiav^f Wn ti^ly^fiom the hftart We 
grant that iotoroession^ eveavfoc those most be- 
lov^,:aA . fcr . all others^ whatevec be its. warmth or 
frequency^ cannot essentially and supoemely pror 
mpte dieir.r spiritual good^ unless it.be graciously 
accepted (as instrumental, in. procuring for. them per- 
sKHially the grace and: spirit of prayer. Without 
dos^. indeed^ it may be instrumental to av^rt or 
mitigate evil, to . prevent many sina and sufferings^ 
or many, aggravations, of both« But how are we 
justified in foreboding that it will not ultimately^ 
nay speedily^ procure that grace^ wbk^h shall prompt 
our children to pray with earnestness for them- 
selves ; that it wiU not the owned of God by his 
merci&lly granting them convictions^ early and 
deep^conviction;^^ <tf the. value of heavenly truth ; 
such as will bring them truly to his Mercy Seat; 
and in that ^at disclosing day^ . ''when the 
thongbta of. many hearts sbaU b^ revealed^*' will 
be found linked in his secret recorda with the soli- 
tary efiusions of ^a parent's love ? 

On these grounds wiQ may surely acquit of pre- 
sumption him wbo-said to the mother of Augustine^ 
'* It cannot be that the child of those tears should 
perish." Monica^ we are told, received his conso- 
lation as if sent by heaven. Nor should you, or 
any devout par^it, hesitate to share, it. It is a 
thought which may transmute the tears of despoiv- 
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dency to tears of joy^; which may give a happy 
warmth to each tender admonition, animate each 
prudential endeavour, and shed a calm upon your 
s^pirit amidst that dbtressing uncertainty which 
must attend some of your decisions. Indulge the 
bright anticipation of final inseparable union : pray 
with confiding hope for a blessing so immense : 
resign, not with careless indolence but with devout 
acquiescence, every intervening scene and change, 
into Hishahd, who, as you wiHlnbw, feais fed his 
most beloved '* sons atid daughters* through paths 
^ danger and perplexity^ flO:.j»§He«i(!^rriW»d>^QjFi 
$,ely on. Him who shall > gather ^.l^ht'ilambswitli 
bj^ aim^and carry them in bi6> bo80m»> ^^QtignmMy 
a^d efficiently all good must flQWr<&oiHii)Hifm;,'faut 
i93trunientally, you may^ in all likelihowl^Tbeocaftet 
traoe their blessedness. to yiouipi^hatpe^tt'tfemnfa^^ 
to the mpre fervent devotion, and -genuine (iiolkdpMi^ 
acid tender vigilance, which those afflidioiMK wrought^ 
-Hstnd to those subsequent tri£ils>.'ilkt}their'>T<Hvit 
course, which you contemplated witlk kbrend^nixrib 
whiqh God in mercy pre-ordained, to-, ybrlBg/ftbenc 
to Himself, and reunite them everllotstini^y twitV 
yqu. - ..!....,;• r,,tt Mfji-d 

. .» ■ ■ ^. ■• ' In'ut 
• ■■ ■ . ..»-■■* I.- A 
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ii/o< .ao(jiJ ;*iii;r> /; ■•n,-. ; -ii. ;. .■•.' ;;i. ..t,i' I'ltwi.^ 

>i\i •jy^iiibiii .cwH'!:: yj^' .. * •: ..ri-.*';ii i^mn 

yiiTj : noma ?^I<iinij(] '»r<)^L.' , ■ ■.. •';.• J^uj Jii:t^h'J 
. "^ivjioun oa ^fj./i"./"^!-!- j^ '*'■ .•.,•'■ ,j . ■ •:i'-") iliiv- 

ifi>eob«^np)tttittg the Hffliniflkins^ how^^r l^ep^i^, (^ 
tll0(ie^dtxHibd^«is?ifho:.aiie in revblt'«igkiA!»t Ck^^ 
ilflhftrmlbte at<mOei Hii tevr 'pitiinulgatied^iR'iS^^ 
liire9:aaDidttlM^^terior'law recoid^d iji 'l4i^'ibea:l% 
mertcaniiOtJbewibdly at a lo8s^to ^^rce^^ ili^4t)i^i6^ 
ftr'puTposef-botb <jusit'«nd' grackMB». -Thfty^t-e^^ 
ptrplcking^ito faitJi'than^ilJherthe suflTerings o^iiA^ 
£^QiJ<«TeatU3*6S>'itre8pMisibl0andc»nle8^^ 4lii^ 

pBnitent'.lEindi obedietity thi^ returned lilid'bdbptipd' 
duldremd -God * For ^we 'have discetned'^ atid Isblv^ 
oiiMiellv98' vxpdrienoedy' tfaeif fedaimitigi'teAdmia^:' 
\f%atviap 'effiaetual: aB pain^ and priratioti^llie' 
bring the " lost sheep" back to the '' Good She]p-( 
herd*' and compassionate *' Bishop of souls?** 
And under the constituted order of God*s deal- 
ings with rebellious man^ — in which we must either 
humbly acquiesce or fruitlessly speculate, — it is 



ofteur very plainly requisite tbat sneh: idhastasemeiitK 
be i'* sharp and long;!' ' Nottiingi lesflr, in -mwy r 
ca^^i than the force and pressure of mo$t.> '^ ^et-? ' 
o\t&" angiiish> can suffice to recall the hardenei 
offender^ contrite and suppliant/ to accept thet>ve|r- 
tul«$ of paternal kindness*. : '. 

'Jh observing also the pangs and griefs of ibosie : 
who Aat^ thtis r^turn<sd» and still more in enduriilgr 
su^ personally^ we can often discover that they* 
aips nfeedful for aarrecHon ; designed to improve and* 
chasten those "who still " in many things offend;" 
that the Father of our Hpirits thuft treats his adoptixi 
children '^ for their profit^ that they may bepac^ 
tik^rs X3ft his ho&M6s-$'' the actual defects and e^ 
b(y 'which' they differ from the model and ^tandavd 
of that holin^te being th«iB abated or expelled :««^that 
in -thi^ 'manner H^ ^C^bs- the remains of pride, chas** 
tlses^^orkipt self-indulgence and love of theworid^ 
rebukes^ a> neglect of devotion, pimishea those 
" secret faults*^ which have marred the peoct^aad 
hoftotjr «f the Christian cdurse, and qnickems the 
view' and d^slr^ of those di^^ne^ realitteia which ave. 
too oftefr strangely obscured by4his life's cares er 
edj^iy^eht^. Yoiu are abundantly conscious,, thai 

you still heed such corrections ; althougl^ you aotay 

\ .'■ ' .' '■ ■ ■'■':■■ 

.*,^^^^^^9^^H^^S.P^^ceixed the fitness aud ffecessity of pain to 

reclaim the wicked. See Socrates in PIato*8 Gorgf&s, p. 9^: 

^[■'f" /.-■•;.■ .•■•-.' -■•,:, . -. "' * T." ■ ■ ^' . 
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at^th^cr ehameler-oritbeir degree;: Wlie9e<«pe th* 
beliiiversr who can presun^p ' to sagrb^.tbiil ^nveistiv^ 
clMti«eaKt^n1i..is, .1^ will b0.:ia tbin wmMb .<iuiti 

And yet^ looking at the eottneiaf -ofthmbp^iy 
hvp& Q£(iKCR)ieithat ftm.Qooit'dear to ycfu> ^ron f^jit 
diflicullj^attd nmy^emn deem it isulpdUkvrtQjfiiiiigiv 
thd» reason jEer- their, suffisiings^ - di8a{qpoi||tB|e9t^ 
ahd pmaticBQLS^i which you «ee ta be exfi&^i^^^ 
acuA:es- ga^^atly pn)t(acted» or. varbuvly enhancod;- 
a&d'., which therefore often hear an appearMC^- the 
most dark, aod, inscrutable. • .. , v 

'"• Do : you then, let me aiik« enoMgj^ >CPOJBicWr> thai 
strffierings, when allotted to the. ^' hem o|(jrp4i and 
jaint-beira with Christ/' haye sui.^idteriQ? and sfu-- 
perior use ; .the use of compkition j^r -^^altf^tionap 
obediennde; that, in other; ]Mrpird$^ thpyace-d^gned 
not-.only to..oc>rrect> but like^isQ to pei^M: orto 
elenatef , ■ . '.'::■. 

>if you.dpubt wbe1;her this Qud.cag.. b€|< jus% r^ 
garded as distinet irom that pf cpjrre<?tioi^TTMchieibi 
Vie admit to.be u6uaUy^.aud> parb^psj.alws^s cp^? 
joined with it,rr-Q0i^idorjth!9.t.U)e sapless Redf^^^p^. 
in hishumiim. nature^ :i%decU^»r^ "leajrn(^ 

obedience by the things which He suffered." But 
oiae of the pbJLQf jL^pects in. Which tJi^t' glorious Per- 
son is presented to our view, is as a faultier f^t. 
emplar of human excellence or v\t1\i^\ ^wl \k:^ 



3t32 ^Xn-^CHMSTIAN'VlBlfHOF V 

also inrthose parts of his •tourse wfairil ^apemUjIi 
fulfilled a far more jexalted and'. meBtiiEiaMo!|mic] 
pDse; namely^ his sufferinga.' Fdr thJA^ fve fJbMR( 
tile express testimony of an apostle,ti-^f rGhviBiriilM* 
suffered for us, leaving us an «Eamplci»ftiha61ii!i( 
xfiight fcUow his steps ;*'^ wheoe thei&rQgoklgsCMH 
text evinces the writer*s meaning .io-JftSr-oblttdenBl^ 
that He who suffered left us an .exaaq)le gevfonUyii 
btft'that hie sufferings were (especially thiuiltddr 
digned. It was therefore a difltinet-aAdtqwtmA 
end, though far from the highest di^d vl^mi0\^,^tA 
of them,— to afford a specimen andpattarP of ttn 
most arduous human virtue. . Jetos, iJtbou^ri^firi 
mtely dignified, and infinitely dear4o bis belitwiiljl 
EatheTi and entirely free from^eio*. yet could llQfa 
vrfthout the endurance of his great and' varioliisrfitfl 
f<^Hngs, have exercised and displayed^.adinaii^^fiil 
stiblime a perfection of obedieneei > We 'hate, ilk 
deed, mentioned obvious uses of sufferingviavegairtt 
to fallen and revolted, and even to recalledi Imi'is)* 
perfect human beings, which evidently 'fetpd I tbtally 
l^ffet from any that it had or could-^haiseiiniBdai 
tion to Him *' who knew no sin/' AsilthetiuftifH 
iolgs of Christ, on the one hand, fulfilled «b entimlgii 
different and infinitely superior end to thosei'Ofi'afliy 
other human being,-"«that of the tfj^pio^n of «ita6iqt- 
so, on the other hand, do the suflkring&iirf-apiMltl^ 
but redeemed creatures promote an entirely ^dif- 
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fifMsrt'eiid fttnti any^'wiiiehthey cou}d acoomplish 
pOTMpnattf ib-the holy Saviour^ — ^that of the tubju* 
fftHAn ij# Aid. While^ however^ this dissimilarity 
0XiiEa.s(''»4etiiarkable affinity or identity subsists to» 
ge*hdri^tb iti: on^ ^at and honcHirable use of suf- 
fering ■facvng'eomition' to the followers .of Christ with 
tMsir 'LiOfd)L-**t6e only one which con be so, which we 
hft(/i»e^ady termed the use of completion or ex*-* 
altatibn:" Were it- not for this point ef intercom* 
itiuiiityy-tfiere would be much less- strictness and 
fltttess' Ti¥ the phrase lately cited from St Peter> 
sMd in that strong expression of St. Paul, where^ 
ha^ng «tyled believers ** jointJiein with Christ," 
he tadds> *' if so be we jointiy^-avffeTy that also we 
TB^y b^ jointly-^hrified with Him^"'*' language 
predsely - adapted to indicate communion in the 
character and end of suffering. With regard to 
our Savibur, it must be superfluous to show^ thlit, 
the endurance of suffering could have, as it re- 
spected himself, the last^mentioned use alone* It 
were bltophemy in this case to attribute to it any 
reclaiming or corrective use. When we are told 
that He thus ^'learned obedience," notliing else 
can be meant than that He tbus^ was enabled to 
exercise and exemplify a more elevated x)bedience 
than he could else have done> and than our first pro* 
gemitor could have. done; had he persevered forever 
' ^ ■ ,•'' ' [..''■ ■ ■ 

■ « Rdm. viii. 17. See Macknight's translation, and in each case 
the compound word of the UriguiAik - "^ 



iriAhXeaiirvel^enMovis^iSMaei 'This is'etpii^BsW'' 
more "distinctly in another reitijirkable passage;— 
''It became' Hilti> for whom are iailV things, and by 
wliom arie all things, in bringing inany sons unto 
glbrjr/ td mklte the captain of tfa^ir salvatioii perfect 
throu^ ^siifierings.*^'^ But if acqiiil^scent endiiraboe ' 
vrastlrds a crbwning constituent of moral perfert- 
ness & Hiht that took ourn^ture upon him, why 
shinildit' Vwit be so,— or rather, how shall it' flcit 
be so,— id* those ransomed and adopted ^ heirs of 
Gott,'* Wbc^ perfection consists in b^ing '<^ co-heirs 
wi'tlr 'Christ," and '' conformed to the image of his 
Son ?^ ' Tlew m this light the afflictions on which 
it soihetimeis oppresses lis to meditate, and see if 
that perfectJte tendency, that close resemblance of 
character and purpose to the trials which our Lord 
endured, dbes tibt avail at least to abate our won- 
der, and dispose the mind to waiting adoratibn. 

You 'may' have known a devoted and highly- 
gifted Christian, who has zealously embarked in 
some special task of philanthropy,— whether that of* 
inviting men into ^ the kingdom of God*8 dear 
Son," or combating on their behalf some forms of 
injustice and cruelty, or promoting some mode of 
their positive comfort and improvement, — arrested 
by a disabling stroke, and without any extinction, 
perhaps without diminution, of mental energy and 

* Heb, a, 10, — ^literally— " to ^w^^s^i Q^t conu^ete) through 
sufferings, the prince of theit saXvaWou.'* 



iqrjd^ jQflJirdy; l^by^fro^jtfeiOjS^. V^Uyi^i^ \a. which 
h^LJf(M&^^ *' Utspeflid a»|i tp be spei^V' ^ Thi?.. 
3. % i^ry startU^g: ai^ jpysterio^s cb^f k. Qut let 
tgiQt ^ forgotten, tfeat wbi^ the ca^use, already,., 
»i(.|^t4iQ kmg intervals n9iay.l^.,p)*o^ecut^ by other. 
i^P^^ts».heiJ:hat 1^1^, would serve it. is mean- 
ipju^ ." j^yiiiftg o]^diwpP^''-r^pi»Qtiaing a harder, 
iq^^r lp3sonia.the pichQ<4,pf true.discipleship, — 
' ^ the{ thing .which .1^ suj^ers J* Nothing which< . 
)ifhopi4d haM€^ achieved or. s^^|;p»^te4, i^\ thp.way of 
uctHryj^ d^y, nQthiag eveii.u^bichthp could hav^ 
N^nveiiA: the,p(f£8u;i^ of that duty, wp^^ ^^^^ been,. 
i^^n4vQ[V^Sj, a?, to how. to thi9 unlooked-for prohir; 
)^ii^^ fapd wj|;iU^.cojnpelled to «ay. '' my days are 
3f^A-W PJLU^aeS'.are broken ofi^ .^ven the thoughts. 
>^.,PDfyth^ajrt,i''f to add, "The Lord gave" strength,^ 
' m4 4ie, Lord hath taken it. a^yay; and blessed 
)e the^uaiQeiof the^^rd." 

yfj\^,baye,]tnp\KDt.alsQj perhaps, such a benevp- 
e9jt fL]{\d,,ai^9t. mioid, intent on the fiervice of God. 
ind the, happiness Qf V^V^x i/^e^ visited with afflic- 
i¥^;We%Hi>efi^. Bodily health may have been, or 
L^^^ have, seefued,. unbipke^ ; but languor and; 
>90st^iri^ion,. have conjie i^poa, those inental powers 
md .9$Q^|^eats which were, so awake and vigorous. 
Oji^ very,./' mill tp do good" seejoas waating. It 
Bi^ii3i^i;gi^ in the oppressive sense of incapacity. . 

*Jubxva. 11. 
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least in the sufferer's appr^ben«i(>i|i;tC9iii^Qi^';b^fB7 
kindfedL Tim wUll app^j^r: «, atiUd^a^ la^^n^^^lms 
anjd doitfounding -inflictiw^ i ¥lBrtiif«^ift Itb^stti^iirty 
charaeiteF) of - atraagenf ss ^iidrj hfiiiri90^^f «t :. ip jofe- 
vibui^ to infer/ -that ttee ^tifikrer iis ; Gilled7^:jtbdieHSh 
quisiAkin of a tHiiU.mdre diffiddl mA ittfned: ^^ciMt*: 
diencdi^' ■ ^>Td be thus aaaaileci r and*^ fimittein ii^Jdi^ 
heai^j^thvMi ^^ibptted'- (Hrdenndediiio/^iiie ijifOfU^ 
tnost (^cebs o£feel](ttg;'«^«specially wheat sacUiai'dbte 
involves^ las -it oftto must, diafcressfitl id^mbtslasdhf 
the greatest truths; < o^ as to personal iatenedtiiii 
tbem^^^T-otnay be ^ kv ifia,f > weighti^ /trial, /and! shmpfr 
test of submission^ -than martyrdoni^ ynih the.fim 
and elated bo^ bestotred on mapiy iiiartyi«^[ils^ 
could be. :That is a deep and lofty lessotidn the 
discipline of passive-viiTtue/ in ivhich the kavnfir 
still cleaves toi lu& great paternal Teach^Ti tthoivgh 
unable not only to render Him atiimatedf tsenrice^ 
but to reaUze His unseen presence,^ and muck BBmfc 
to appropriate H is. unseen smiles^ i ^ j . ^ . ■ » . ^ ,- r - ,.>:; 
You have se^ it may be, a goodr man% rw^nn 
endeavours baffled 'by perverse andv.uiifeelih^git^ 
position; or. vfruitlete. through , the abthi ^ocrpmh 
judiceof those whb should concur; mihi\mn^)f {it 
has exercised atdisinterested and patiumt eai!iiesliDiei|fl^ 
but has been tequKbed with iodiffereikcey/SQlnetkiiBt 
perhaps with scorn. He is compelled to say or to 



Mspb^i '•^>P^haVelabmireditii Taift; I hatte spetiilb 
iflJr^r^dg<fc'-fof*^ndUght/'*'- '•.".•■■■■... -. -^ 

^u^lfi^iat^ «^ gMft)iliB wound (Q th^ '6]^it ! What A 
ieUHiiSg>Aamp onthe fervent and dtfdioaited hean^l 
Blithe %hd itelsiit^: and can add with some Bkeosute 
d^thA^pHifbiVfSr r6fiignation» > ^ yet surely my judgv 
ntet ilp'^mth the Ixnrd^ andmy work • with iny 
Obd^ ite /pimctiBing/.ksaaredly an ;ekalted iand 
fanppy ott^dienbe i^i.^^^th& thfaig^ which be^sufiersi*' 
^♦tiSViaU lakjn tor thiB' iqay-occniTi with sharp : and 
ftoealiaij la^giwations ^ven in . tbd closest .privacy » 

ah<fe«'theiKsai«strbcmcb o£.' life. Effinris: foe the 
igp^Bitdali^ motal and> tsmporal welfarei of dear am- 
neodonk may 9II haye been, apparecitly • frustrated 
Mnddost.! -many prayers and : oouinscjls^ tnanyaids 
tMkditbils> mJany tender expoBtulatioBs, I may b^ > yet 
iiirrgatik.*iTo< acquiesce here>-^ta^bo|i¥itD the (dark 
^ppoilltiBieiits;ot j^rmiBsapiisof Hiint whose ^'; way 
iv^irn'Mbe'sea'- and- whose '5 footsteps ar^'inol 
iammrd^y.jiU) bear the deoial or postponement of the 
most pious and ardent de»nesy-^whsi aa-agoni- 
mnjP'pttab'ofi-^^^.hardndss/V.^tfor the ^-scddier of 
Gpirislbf'f vHow many a sorrowing = but not mxtr^ 
imping relativeyifuU'of anguishy yet meekly betid^ 
a^ to the sovereignty of God/ has thus been led 
^pt'diei flinty steep of Christian endurance! ^ You 
tenet witnessed it jt and. perhaps wilii: an amazed 



<fi«quietude. But do we ttot hei^ 'beiMd-'tie 
'^goodness" as well as " severity "' V^r'^Wl? 
How eminently ate those patient mbtimert? '*leJiA- 
' ing obedience,** by the tincomplaitiing^'Hhfiagh 
heart^lckenirig sadncJss of thdr'^'hofjd'dSfeiWai" 
That, hope pei^haps will be ftilfiHefd ertllftft^-]go 
hehee; and ifrill gild their later day*T*HH aC^fln 

• «Ad satered deKght;' or perhiips iib! "Ifll 'thcy'^ 
'^^ adcttided to 4*eir'Father/'— Wtoas='H«^Stfi^. 
iu^ prayer, whcl imptered, '' forgi^ tltetti/^ftn^fliiy 
•kno# tiot what they do/' 'was knstfered, «iftSji»'1te 
ascension ''frolm oUr iVorldy'ih the* penlteii6l^^%<ki 

• "jjiette^ of tHoasand8'Who"had scotned aiidJt*»iW*d 

•I , . ' 

his whole ministry of love. .. .»r ,i h ..t 

Sympathize tenderly therefore in the abhtmi?-of 

-such hearts; "but be '* riot oflFended." ' Th^jjr are 

'* bearing the ci^ss" with Him who wept 'Wer 

Jerusalem. They are *' learning •* an 'tthfesi*i*vW 

deference to divine wisdoni, and reliariciE^M "fliVihe 

mercy. In proportion to the painMnessf ^f'thfeir 

tuition will be the exaltation of their joy. • " i "^ 

Onoe more-^you may have ob^rVed^tn^-vt^KeMd 

ovfer, a Christian who appeared In^tiire ■ i A pi^fy, 

^ ready to be offered/' fully ^^ meet for the^inbe- 

- Irttance of the saints>'* but who has be^ti lohgi^v^ 

-40i%, detained uhd^r the grasp of 6ruel di$i&^£(^/^^Uh- 

•gering on a:^b^ of piidng sickriiess; -m^kitf r^^ 

^tH^eiSliitting pain^ o^r^ if the^ malady hks^ tNi>4lie 



icontfary, ;be^n Tapi4, you bav^,{^tn^3|^,;i^^«a8e 
l^^pgs it may be^ which 3eqm^ \ff p€»ujv,4[;gi|^]^aad 
Bfprmwood". .iflvtp the very '' .^ttemfisStjg^.^deat^." 
.You have been led . to a^k n^>umf^Uyfj8Lt~.^uch.a 
«ight,:rf'Why all th^is-^why not a, <^mep;^di3mi9£fal 
pf the prepared and exp«Pting qpii;it^ . yj^hy tl^e 
^2^^ FX>loi^4^ ^r accumula|t^j^^<Mr;;f^tpeD^, 
^s^hen aimercifiil Father,, a qot^p^fi9p<^t$ * I^e- 
^ d^Mtmery ; is about to receive ; .tlpLe dep^j^i^ . and 
,lielov6d sufferer to his own emhi^ac^ {< ,, /{'oy tb€»e 
^eries we must Bjocei^t^ sjidi^ra^y ,jw}i)^ Ir^^spn 
; yi^eept, the scriptural answerj w;hi9h;Tj9taft Jb^n 
I . repeatedly a^duoed. The, beloyed ^uipT^^r^^ thp^h 
an adopted son^ is still ^^ leso'iung pbcK^i^ce^f '* 
attai^ng that last and, highest gradation of ^per- 
fective endurance which worketh .for . him ^' <a.j^r 
.morae^fjceeding audi eternal weight of glory.** 
. The grape by which he* ^idures this fins^L tesj^^ — 
*' not charging God foolishly," but trusting ia:£[is 
4vise and merciful design^— ^tliough it be .Grp4*s 
own gift and <{an afford no shadow off a plea.for 
' boastings— ^shall be " counted worthy *' of a >rich 
and *' full reiward.'! By these pains and l^n- 
..:^shingsis he brought into closest unipp,^ into 
^ holiest ' conformity,; with Him that '' endured 
the c];pss.'V The human. exaltation of oixr JjQfd 
,^hun$^has been Inscribed to that endurance^s its 
oitftmif* ,rfio, ffitwftim^* pl>edient .un^udeaU^i I5?»n 
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the death of the cross; — wherefon Ggd daft k^A 
highly exalted hixn^ aud given him a aaioe whick 
is above every name/"'*' Surely thenj by the vjuiow 
forms of bodily and mental sufferings, as probpU^ 
a« by any mode of faithfulness in active jdiitaavt 
may his followers be appointed to graduate, fir 
their stations in his '^ Father's house;'* ta ''jpip^ 
cure to themselves an excellent degree,*'^ to be 
** counted worthy of double honour.;*'} te Jipiijl^ 
** an entrance ministered to them richly^ nolo t|^ 
everlasting kingdom of their Lord and Saviow^^*^! 
to be numbered with those who '' came oust of grei^ 
tribulation ;" who are before the throne of God fund 
" serve Him day and night in his Temple." . 

Doubtless^ as was before suggested, if you per- 
sonally endure such distresses, you will feel that 
they are properly chastisements , . merited and flor« 
rective : and so will those whose similar aflSictiQQs 
you observe. Nor is it to be questioned, that, in all 
the sufferings of fallen man, even those of the mest 
advanced believers in their latest hours, a eorrecr 
tive quality and design may mingle : but that doe9 
not preclude, even in your case^ and still less in 
theirs, the higher and perfective quality and pur- 
pose. Neither is it for you or me, — though great 

* Philip, ii. 9, and comp. Heb. ii. 9, 10. 

f See 2 Thess. i. 5. | 1 Tim. iii. 13. Macknij^ht^s translation. 

§ I Tim. ▼. 17. II 2 P^t. i. 11. irXtfyriMv. 



MM a#fiil 1^" our ednseibus demerit/ and ehastifliie- 
tfi^ts tfe-'ferihore desiBrved and needed by-r^s 
iSiii]&-tkrrleIIowH;reature8' might account them5--4o 
idtefShe ftxid circslmscribe the aims of Him that bOf- 
B a ete t h' iri^mercy, as if He could not associate with 
flas^ift more latent and yet diviner purpbse whetihe 
apibints'the f6A: It were presumptuous to dispute 
<fi^ "iet.^de; what scri]f)tural statemients arid in- 
fefiAacM establish^ that it is iheiv perfective qii^hty 
SihiSL tM^i aa diistinguished from the correctire^ which 
jdeifti^s the' sufierings of " the meihbers ^* with 
<bd8« of €be exalted '' Head ; '* and that this qu^ty 
laid il«eh*tay,' therefore, probably enter into eveiy 
" chastemi^^. -even of the unworthiest and letm^ 
ftithM'Of^the" children of God." 
* > But ofir* view at. present has been chiefly directed 
td^11ie^'eourse< smd th^ trials of biA^;: and of those 
wbd 'm'- tiiutlt more advanced. Let it be impressed 
ikk 1^- Uninds in reference to stlch/ that thdse 
'*^fttend» ** or • *' brethren " of Christ most strictly 
and ffliemsely ^<^^ suffer with Him,*'* just so far • as 
liMi& sfifierings have in them what is beyond or abew 
ther eorrebtive character. But* the more they uuflS^ 
"'Wjth"'or like^ their Master, the more pre-emi- 
nently doubtless shall they «' reign' with Him.-f 
The apostles appear to have recognised this design 
in t^ir. pwn, appointed coaflicts. Though P^.dis- 

' * ♦ Rom. viii. 17. f 2 tini.* li. 12. 

M 
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tinctl'' knowledges a corrective or preventive use, 
when ^ he writes^ ^ Lest I should be exalted above 
measure through the abundance oS the revelations^ 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh,"* h« 
at other times intimates a strict communion of 
suffering with their sinless Lord. '' The suffer- 
ings of ChrUf^ (he had declared in the same 
epistle) " abound in us;" | and elsewhere he an- 
nounces it as part of his supreme desire that he 
might know the ^* fdhwship of his*' Lord'« '' suf- 
ferings, being made conformable unto his death," J 
To another society he declares, ** I rejoice in my 
sufferings for you, and in my turn fill np the re- 
mainder of the afflictions of CAmf, %r: jiis body's 
sake which is the church." § Though lie chiefly 
rejoiced that these things were endtufed in the 
service and for the benefit of the church, and in 
that respect also resembled his Lord's, there is no 
reason to doubt that he rejoiced likewise in their 
perfective or completory, and, if I may use the 
term, in their honorary character, as means and 
marks of communion and coheirship with Him, 
" who for the suffering of death was crown^ with 
glory." II Peter holds a similar language : " R^oice, 
inasmuch as ye participate (or communicate^ ''^ 



«'. 



* 2 Cor. Mi. 7. +2 Cor. i. 5. J Philip :Al«tion. 

§ Col. i. 24. Macknight's translation. |) "'* 
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hrist's sufferings: that, in the revelation of his 
glory, ye may exult for joy."* 

I know not indeed how we, who possess a 
OLature susceptible of pain and '^ compassed with 
infirmity," can conceive of obedience thoroughly or 
3Ztremely tried, except through this ordeal of suf- 
rering. TThere may be, and we doubt not there 
eure, other modes of adequate trial for spirits un- 
GUlen, — whether they be incapably of pain or other- 
vrise ; — modes which, though having no pain in them, 
are yet some way as effectual and conclusive (perhaps 
even extreme) in attesting their obedience. Yet 
there is something strangely illustrious in the fact, 
that lapsed and renovated creatures thus acquire a 
Bort of conformity and conununion with the Son of 
God, which beings that have never suffered cannot 
be imagined to possess. If there be first a some- 
thing surpassingly glorious in the peculiarity and 
condescension of his suffering ^' for uSy"* there is 
next a something reciprocally glorious in the pe- 
cuUarity and honour of our suffering '' with Him.*' 
May we not reverently conceive it one purpose of 
Btemat Wisdom in permitting man's apostasy, to 
illustrate, as it had not been and could not per- 
haps otherwise have been illustrated, that mode of 

'll'^'^ual discipline and elevation which consists in 
The; ^ 

•lPet.i7.13. 
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the endurance of pain — thus introducing an un- 
precedented kind of victory, a novel sort of tri- 
umph and of victors, into the '* general assembly" 
of the blest? — ^the " Lord of glory" and '' Image 
of the invisible God " Himself assuming a crown 
which celestials never won, and bringing " with 
Him, out of great tribulation," a new array of 
'' more than conquerors," from whom new glory 
should redound to *' Him that loved them," and 
at whom the heavens should wonder? 

/ ■ • . . . .T.;-. : " ;r::f ;j ■ ■ ' r'< 

} ■ ■■• .■."'. "^ 1 r.i ;f'i:n: "' 
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ON MENTAL ILLNESS OR DEBILITY. 

Our fallen nature owns three sources of infirmity 
and sufferings — the corporal, the intellectual, and 
the spiritual * ; which, though we can often expe- 
nmentally distinguish, we sometimes imagine more 
distinct than in reality they are. Instances, no doubt, 
are found, of a wonderful distinctness, and almost 
a seeming independency, of those several states. 
rhus the intellectual strength of some men has 
been evinced in arduous public effort, while endur- 
ing acute bodily pain. Thus again, while torture 
by disease or martyrdom by violence has been in- 
Bicted, there has been a high degree of spiritual 
joy. Some also, under the lash of guilty passions, 
U9id amidst the smartings of remorse, have yet 

* The term spiritual is, of courae, used in the moral and religious 
erne; to which, by Christians, it has been almost exclusively a|v 
NTopriated. 
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seemed to possess their bodily vigour and mental 
promptitude unbroken. It is, however, quite 
rare, for the intellectuai health to be even tran- 
siently shaken, without some corporal sympathy; 
and even without some moral or spiritual pain 
being thus induced or heightened. Usually, when 
the mind, the medium both of sensations and 
emotions, is weakened or perturbed, all that are 
painful become the more so, and all that are plea- 
surable, the less. We somewhat illustrate, though 
without really explaining, this law, when it is said, 
in familiar metaphors, that the mental medium, 
like a stained or clouded glass, now mars the hue 
of what is bright, and deepens what is sombrona. 

There are exceptions, indeed, to fhis; for the 
intellect, in later life, may be consciously impaired 
and circumscribed, yet the bodily powers and pe^ 
ceptions not sensibly abated, and the moral and 
spiritual comforts happily enhanced. 

But while there are thus examples of distmct* 
ness, and in all its forms, the contrary cases^ of 
complication, are abundantly more frequent. It IB 
matter of trite remark, how the mind and body act 
upon each other. Such indeed is their hidden re- 
ciprocity of influence, that it often passes the -most 
self-analysing consciousness, and the most obse^ 
vant skill, to pronounce where such aflfectkuis ori- 
ginate ; whether some insensible bodily disaorrange^ 
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ment gave rise to the languor of the mind ; — or 
some disorder more strictly intellectual first un- 
tuned the physical Unctions;— or whether some 
secret wound df conscience^ or sense of grief or 
shame^ or wrong, or disappointment, has wrought 
on either, or both : and how far, in this case, a 
predisposition of the mind or body has made that 
grievous at one tilne, which might have been 
harmless at another. 

But^ while all this is latent, it will be often felt, 
and perhaps still oftener seen, that there is a mu- 
tual action, a pervading sympathetic malady. And 
although intellectual weakness (which is our im- 
tlEiedjate subject) may not, in the decline of life, 
produce any spiritual gloom, this is because the 
Christian mind Has learned to acquiesce in its own 
pSerceived dec&y, as a common ordination of Provi- 
dence, the appointed lot of age. But when such 
a visitation comes (speaking humanly) before its 
season, then is it naturally productive of discom- 
posure and complaint ; the more so because exag- 
gerated by the mind which endures it, and viewed 
as humiliating, perhaps judicial. It is true that 
Christian patieiice will ntitigaie these feelings ; yet 
with a conscious premature suspension of mental 
health and vigour, spiritual serenity and abounding 
hope seem incompatible. As I judge it therefore 
likely, that sonde sort of dejection as to the highest 
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of all interests mingles in your case, I shall after' 
wards advert to this ;' yet assuming that intellectnal 
debility is felt and acknowledged by yourself as its 
prevailing symptom. You su£fer, tbeii^ the morti- 
fying consciousness, that your power to fAtnfc— 
with the previous clearness, vivacity, dnd continu- 
ance, — is now interrupted; that the Txiind is bereft 
of its elasticity and strength. You' feel, it may h&, 
as if the invisible organs of thought, 'so exquisitely 
framed by the Great Artificer of all things, were 
all or most of them injufed or withdrawn; as if 
'* the wheel" were "broken at the cistern"' of 
truth; the shining coil of imagination snapped aiid 
motionless ; '* the silver cord*' of faiicy and of 
feeling deprived of all its tones, and " mute as if 
the soul were fled;** the lenses or mirrors of the 
mind (to repekt a former allusion) all tinged with 
gloomy hues; all "sicklied o*er with the pale cast** 
of thought. 

Or, if you dislike such marked and extended 
metaphors in describing mental powers and acts 
and deficiencies, (though some metaphors we heeds 
must use,) you feel, at least, that there is a hidden 
disability beyond your skill to relieve, and which 
it demands att your faith submissively to abide. 

Now I ask you not, either by way of solace or 
reproof, if there might not be, in some grievous 
bodily disease, a measure of affliction less endur* 
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able ; for this is obviously a question of degree : it 
would indeed be most presumptuous for you to 
conclude^ that He who made us could not inflict 
a corporal agony which might surpass yet heavier 
jnental griefs: while there are, on the contrary, 
lighter bodily pains and weaknesses, for which, I 
doubt not, your present sorrow would be thankfully 
exchanged. But I ask you— (and it behoves us 
all, under our several modes of trial, to recollect 
the '* measured" character of divine corrections)— 
would the addition of an excruciating bodily pain, 
supposing it of course not to deaden or obliterate 
your present feelings, be no aggravation of them ? 
Would no calamity or guilt of your dearest cpn- 
neadons increase your actual unhappiness ? Would 
no error, vice or crime into which yourself might 
fall, add sharpness to what you undergo ? Such 
queries must at least convince the mind, — unless its 
malady be too intense for argument, — of the strong 
resLSons which remain for unmurmuring submission; 
and for holding fast the principle of gratitude, though 
the happy emotion may not be excitable beneath 
tl^at load which weighs upon the heart. I address 
you as not bereft of judgment, not wboUy insensible, 
therefore, to the force of these considerations; and 
■as desirous of being ever submissive to God's will, 
though much and often failing in that aim. Let me 
now show you that the writer of Ih^^^ Vi\\fis» S& ^<5k\. 
quite ^^ unknowing of the ill" vrbieYi ^o>3l «a<^Mx^>^s^ 
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entering a little into the dark views which you ywf^ 

* 

self may take of it. I am quite prepared to agree 
with you^ that such an affliction^ in several respects, 
exceeds that of any bodily disease^ unless when 
the latter is extreme^ and deemed to be incurabb. 
Firsts because this mental pain involves in itself 
the grievous quality of prevalent fear ; a deficieney 
or inertness of hope. Fear is its very essence; 
fear from a sense of inability or ill desert^ or fitm 
the dark undefined perspective of all future evils, 
and the dread that your present incompetence and 
reluctance to the offices of life may be heightened, 
till the mind be wholly paralysed and overthrowib 
Not that there is really an entire exhaustion of 
that which ^' springs eternal in the human breast." 
As art has not rendered the vacuum of the air-pun^ 
absolute, so can our nature scarcely experience, in 
its present condition, a really total void and ex- 
clusion of hope. But even art can produce a 
vacuum in which the butterfly seems lifeless, and 
the thistledown falls like lead ; and Grod permits 
sometimes such a deep destitution of hope within 
the heart, that the slightest wing of fancy is grown 
torpid, and the very motes amidst which it flut 
tered, are all sunk and still : so that it may seem 
to the sufierer as if hope were extinct for ever; I 
forgetting that He with whom are " the issues of I 
Jife," who " openeth ^ivd xvo man shutteth>" not I 
only can but ma^j pout m «l ^\fe-T«lv«m\v^^\x^;«ss.^i 
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and fill the sotd with gladness. Those who have 
had proof of this, — who have hailed, and perhaps 
not seldom, that reviving change, — will, of course, be 
comparatively secure against even the imagined 
deprivation of all hope. If Christians, they some- 
times, at least, will acknowledge, '^ God has deli- 
vered," and He may '* yet deliver." Still theite 
must remain that dismal prevalence of fear, which^ 
as was before said, is the very essence of dejection. 

This will suggest distinctions, as plausible as they 
are afflictive, to defeat all hopeful inference from 
former restoration ; such as added years, the inve- 
teracy of the evil, the less pardonable because 
relapsing acts of sin or folly which have procured 
returning chastisement : and though all this may 
equally apply to bodily inflictions, yet is it obvious 
that those are very often alleviated by hope ; fre- 
quently just ; but sometimes more palpably san- 
guine and deceptive, than the want of it in mental 
illness is melancholic and deceptive also. 

This last-named characteristic contributes to 
another peculiarity of your distress, too well known 
by those who have endured it, — namely, that some 
of your acquaintance do not understand, and none 
(at least as you now conceive) can estimate it fully. 
Indeed, if we speak strictly, such is the very truth ; 
for how can even the general malady (much more 
the special case) be apprehended in its weight and 
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keenatt^, except by one who is at the Ime. a.feliav 
vsufferer: — since it has been often notioe4» both jn 
.ourselves and others, that the remembngioeand eyen 
.belief of mental pain is far from dear and re^di^^i 
i .SQon afi^ a contrary state of mind succeed^? lliis 
. Jai mi4ch less the fact as to bodily disorders.; bec^uQse 
the 9igB»f localities, and remedies of these have 
. b^e^ usually apparent and tangible; while the 
pangs and faintings of the spirit, the visionary 4r^ 
r of confusion or dismay, the flitting host of dark eva- 
sive shadows, are, equally by their vagueness and 
ft their multitude, beyond the grasp of recollection. 
:.$p that, were it not for certain proofs derived from 
., words or acts to which the mind is known to have 
been then impelled, or from written memorials of its 
past emotions, there might be not even a belief, still 
less a strong remembrance, that so much was suf- 
fered. . Nor can even those proo& bring back (and 
it is a provision of mercy that they shall not) the 
perception of that which they attest. If, in mental 
health, we could plunge into the ideal yet not unreal 
past, as fully as in mental sickness we image and 
concentrate the ideal though uncertain future, it 
were hard to conceive of our tasting present good 
with tranquillity, or contemplating without dread the 
probabilities yet unrevealed. 

But since it is thus, and kindly, ordered, that the 
mind, when such evils have ceased, can no longer 
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" tiicrcugfejjr sytnpathise with its past «e2jC how hope- 
'^^li^s thait to minds of a mould and temf)erament 
'^ «iaite (fi verse, they should be intelligible. The 
'^J^ti^i* Was^bnce joined by a traveller in the prime of 
'■' tre, whose pirofession claimed of him to ** weep with 

'tifem that weep/* but who averred, that he had 
■^"^ 'never felt five minutes' pain.*' A fdlow-traveller, 
* llap^)emng to be acquainted with this stranger's 
'"'history,' observed, when he had left us, that ** in 

trutSi he ottgftf to have felt much pain;'* — ^meaning 
' ^p^n^df the moral kind. But, as far as outward 

ihdicatiotis could be trusted, he was alike unfamiliar 
'^^^ iWth any and with every kind. If it may be thus, 

^en whdre peculiar cause for pain exists, and where 

' liberal education has tried its softening power, what 

-may be looked for from those in whom faculties 

denderly improved, as well as naturally hmited, are 

joined with this insusceptibility? What wonder if 

the spectacle of your *' dulness," " fancifulness," 
^ and '' mopishness," should tune such hearts of oek 

ai&d '^ nerves of wire,'* 

" To wit that puppet prompters might inspire 1** 

The poignant remonstrance, full at once of pathos 
and of sarcasm, from which those phrases are bor- 
rowed, must have done much in our own land, 
where such afflictions are thought to have peculiar 
prevalence, towards awakening the more capable 
and instnieted to a deeper view of trials which 
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personally they may have not endured ; teacliiiig 
them at least the heavenly lesson, that '^ sorrovr 
is a sacred thing." Yet there are minds both 
strongly intelligent^ and on some pwits strongly 
susceptible^ who will fail to understand your sadness. 
Their oi^n vigour and fiHlitude seem to preclude 
their conceiving it. With them it is but matter of 
faiAf (if I may so use the term,) and not of cono^ie- 
hension. They will not deride, but they cannot 
condole. In fact, although '^ the harp of thousand 
strings," as our frame has been poetically termed, 
displays to anatomists such complex wonders as 
might almost warrant the hyperlxde of '' ten thtm- 
tand thousand " in another poet, — and though this 
figure is yet more appropriate, in many cases^ to the 
fmnd,— *there are some minds which should be rather 
compared to the finest wind-instruments, vocal 
without a string: they have strains both soft and 
sonorous : a violent shock would mar them : but as 
they cannot yield tones like the chords of the more 
fragile, so they cannot well ^timate an untuning 
of which they are themselves not capable. 

You lately suffered, it may be, from a fracture or 
dislocation ; from the failure of a merchant ; from the 
death or peril of a dear connexion: those friends 
could then heartily feel with you : — ^you now suffer 
more and longer, and they are only perplexed at 
you; or even may not discern the existence of a 
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malady^ which you would certainly despau* of ex- 
plaining. It may thus happen that (although in 
society) you suffer without sympathy, justly hope* 
less of convincing others that your pain is not a 
weakness^ whimsical and self-created. Youarequitt 
aware that, where it is estimated thus, there must be 
consequently a disposition to censure and contempt, 
degrees of whidh may even mingle and alternate 
with friefiidly concern; for irresolution and infirmity 
<^ temper and purpose, while the wiU seems in any 
sensed free, can rarely be viewed with unmixed com- 
passion or unimpaired respect. You will also be ex- 
ceedingly prone to exaggerate these penalties by sus- 
picion ; (for such is the bias of your mental state;) to 
imagine that your " friends scorn " you ; and that 
yofu detect the sentiment which they study to conceal. 
Nbr are you without degrees of self-reproach and 
self-contempt which make you regard as more pro- 
bable, more just, and more afflictive, the sentiments 
ascribed to those around you. You perceive some 
vices of the mind by which your malady is height- 
ened, and which it nourishes; for when, in our 
corrupt nature, is not moral disorder implicated 
with the intellectual? You detect sometimes 
pride, or cowardice, or sloth, adroitly borrowing for 
shelter the tattered cloak of your infirmities. Be- 
sides, that very pride, concurring with the blunted 
moral perceptions which indicate our fall, prompt^ 
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us inwardly to despise weakness more than sin ; and 
of weakness you are now acutely conscious : for you 
cannot but suspect that many of the spectral forms 
which confront you^ are^ in truths but insects^ seen^ as 
by a solar microscope, in the magic glass of fear. 
Hus the sense of culpability and that of self-dehir 
sion combining, disquiet and dishearten you afinesh. 

Further, as was before remarked, your disorder 
can scarcely fail to affect the state of spiritiwl feel- 
ing. An accession of sensibility will give vividness 
to the remembrance of guilt, and darken every awful 
anxious contemplation. It is not my object now to 
enlarge on this class of your griefs, but I will not 
overlook it, especially as it maybe for these you 
most despair of an adequate and real sympathy. 

Friends who possess, as to other points of your 
distress, refined discernment, true affection, and a 
degree of personal experience, may yet, it is painful 
to reflect, noway conceive the spiritual anxieties you 
encounter, nor appreciate the Christian peace which 
you have lost, or which you are earnest to secure : 
so that amidst the confidential intercourse of assi- 
duous kindness, the deepest of your wants and 
sorrows may be inexplicable still. 

Although it be too common, for it is often super- 
fluous and fruitless, to expend thought and time in 
delineating an evil, rather than in urging means or 
considerations that may alleviate or remove it, I 
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have held the. present an excepted case; because it 
is the well-kpown complaint of most who undergo 
this kind of triak^ that they are not comprehended 
and perhaps cannot be. Even the faint views now 
given may somewhat tend to disprove this^ and, 
show that your affliction is^ at least in its leading 
characters^ '* conunon to man." Every complex 
malady is indeed in some sort unique ; like every 
brier^ and every tarantula^ it is unlike each beside ; 
yet the species is the same. You will say that I 
have not given the colourings nor sounded the 
depths of what you feel ; nor touched with precision 
the especial points of your discomfort. This is ad- 
mitted ; andJUore than this — again I must remind 
you, — when it shall please God to restore your 
vigour or tranquillity, you will yourself have lost 
the power to do so. But if an unwilling traveller 
through the passes of St. Grothard or the desert of 
Sennaar, find proof in the sketch-book of another 
that those wilds have been crossed, he must not 
infer from the slightness or defects of the outlines, 
that it was not amidst storms and snows as fearful, 
or thirst as insupportable, as he himself endures. 

It is time, however, that I attempt more directly 
to re-animate that hope, which may be now but as 
a buried spark. 

. We will assume, — to put it at the worst, — that 
this affliction is to you a new and " strange thing," 
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a calamity unfelt before ; or else that; although you 
must admit some similar trial past, and thereim 
some former recovery, you can yet assign to your- 
self such important and melancholy differences in 
its present causes or aspects, as seem to preclude 
the comfort that might otherwise justly be deduced 
irom any previous instance of relie£ You feel, 
therefore, sometimes, Uke a lonely seaman in a diat- 
tered bark, reduced to the scantiest allowances, 
and with the dread that these must &dl him ere be 
reach the haven. Your small remainder of hope 
and energy is wasting, and you " know not what 
shall be on the morrow." But forget not, I pray, 
that, from an absolute despondencgr, tbifc very igBiK 
ranee of the morrow, combined with your know- 
ledge of the good providence of God, should itself 
withhold you. His power to relieve and rescue, it 
were atheism to doubt. But I ask, whether as to 
his wiU, and the usual methods of his government, 
there be in any case more ground to hope for his 
immediate succour, than in such as yours ? — ^imme- 
diate, not in the sense of instant, but of being not 
conveyed through any perceptible means. True, 
both reason and revelation testify that He '' np- 
holdeth all things," the body as well as the spirit, 
and that, by whatever instrument, '* He woundeth 
and his hands make whole."* But yet we feel 

♦ Job V. 18. 
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ind observe ibat mind has a more immednle 
tpcyn mind. ETea hmnan miniK swiftlj mfanB, 
szcite^ console, disBoade, or sdmnlate taA other, hj 
he sli^itest symbols of thow gfat , soraetimes by cae 
whispered word, one speaking look, one instanla- 
leods gestuie. Hoir nnich more shall he who per- 
restigates and sustains our tptt being; be likely to 
werse and rectiiy its inmost state, without ay 
nedimn; or if by a medium, yet through some 
diange of function, suggestion, or motire, so hUent 
md so transitoiy^ as to be utterly incfiscemibk by 
IS? If therefore you think or say, — My powers of 
nind, or my peace of mind, cannot be restored 
without a miracle, — remember that, in r^renoe to 
nmd, that which, as it respects the absence or 
atency of means, will appear as if miraculous, is not 
it all improbable. It is true, that because the 
lequence of our mental states cannot be viewed as 
rabject to fixed laws *, such changes, however great 
tod immediate, would not be what we term miracles. 
5ut when mental illness is removed, as it frequently 
s, in a manner entirely hidden and unsearchable, 
o what should a theist ascribe this but to the 
Overeign act of God? Such instances graciously 
issert his prerogative and tide as *' the Father of 
fdrits ;" and from the twofold warrant of obser- 
vation and experience, some can aver that they are 

* See Thoughts on Private Devotion, pp. 53, 54, and p. 59, 6th 
Sdition. 
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not unfrequent. In your kind of affliction, therefore, 
there is peculiar ground for hope, (though so littk 
actual possession of it^) that you may be fully and 
speedily relieved by an unseen but ever-present 
Power. 

Yet I would rather insist on instances less unex- 
pected and surprising; because these are mofe 
numerous ; and because, having ensued on the use 
of fitting means, they cannot be perverted (as the 
others might be if they stood alone) to defend a 
neglect of such. Besides^ some young persons may 
encounter a temporary ebbing of the spirits from 
the vivacity of childhood, into pensiveness and 
gloom, without being apprized, while their social cir- 
cle and their knowledge of biography are small, how 
incident this has been to thoughtful minds before 
them. The Holy Scripture, — though I shall not 
suppose it, by any reader of these lines, an unex- 
amined book, — may not have been at all consulted 
in this view. If it be so, there will be found strong 
indications of such feelings in one of the very noblest 
among sacred writers. Many are the passages in 
his Psalms, which, though they may be applied to 
the pressure of bodily sickness or exiernal griefi^ 
have yet such superior appositeness to spiritual 
pains, and to reliefs obtained from those, as leaves 
small room to doubt that they were chiefly so 
prompted and designed. Indeed the temperament 
of their author would \lseV? \ie ^ %VxQ\v^'^T^<»uxM2tion 



f— 



O^ DEBILITY. 261 

of this. Thus the first of " harps/* " the «oul of 
David," far more powerful and harmonious than 
^is " instrument of ten strings/' was sometimes^ at 
least in his own esteem, untuned : ** dumb with 
silence/' *^ so troubled that he could not speak/' 
Thus alsQ the lyre of that *' lamenting " prophet, 
whose elegy Bishop Lowth has pronounced unri- 
vailed^ expresses, amidst many outward calamities^ 
gnefs peculiar to a dejected heart,* and the pious 
thoughts and hopes which conduced to allay them. 
Thus the harp of our Herbert, one of the sweetest 
and holiest that were «ver waked in Britain, de- 
scants on the depressions and revivals of his own 
spirit with that grateful wonder which betokens no 
feigned experience. 

" Who would hav» thought my sbrivelled heart 
Could have recoverM greenness P It was gone 
Quite nndergronnd : as flowers depart 
To 8^ their mother-root when they have blown \ 
Where they, together, 
' All the hard weather, 

\j.,\\ Dead to the >world, keep house unknown. 



it. 



And now in age I hud again : 
' - After so many deaths I live and write : 

^ . I once more smell the dew and rain, 

And relish versing. O my only light, 
iif'i It cannot be 

That I am he, 
On whom thy tempests fell aU night. 

* Lamentations— iii. 
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TheM are thy wonders. Lord of love ! 

To make us see we are but flow'rs that glide ; 
'Which when we once can find and prove, 
Thou hast a garden for ut whece to 'bide. 
Who would be more, 
Swelling through store, 
Forfeit their paradise by their pride.'** 

But if only poets and divines were mentioned, it 
might be erroneously supposed, or falsely insinuated, 
that such afilictions have arisen from the imagi- 
native character of the one class, or the grave and 
awful vocation of the other. Let me add^ therefore, 
that the philosophic Boyle has described his own 
dejection, occurring in the midst of youth and 
variety, and the advantages of prosperous station, 
as so profoundly painful, that '' although his looks 
did little betray his thoughts, nothing but the 
forbiddenness of self-dispatch hindered his com- 
mitting it;"+ and records, that under this melan- 
choly state of mind he laboured many months. 

Even the more illustrious Newton, endowed, as 
his able biographer observes, '^ with an intellectual 
strength which had unbarred the strong holds of 
the universe," distinguished also by *' unbroken 
equanimity," and by *' weakness of imaginaike 
powers," yet, apparently from the influence of some 
disappointments, endured in middle life an op- 

* Herbert's Poems— The Flower, p. 2 1 1-12. Ed. 1826. 
f Quoted in Jones's Christian Biography— Article Boyle. 
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•presslve '^ nervous disorder," and wrote, *' I have 
neither ate nor slept well this twelvemonth, nor 
Jhave my former consistency of mind.**' The at- 
teatnpt, indeed, of French sceptics, to represent this 
temporary illness as a confirmed mental aberration, 
has been by Dr. Brewster most justly rebuked and 
thoroughly defeated ; yet the true statement of the 
case suffices to remind us that the mightiest mind 
is easily vulnerable ; while the entire recovery and 
healthfulness, both bodily and mental, of this eminent 
man, even in very advanced years,-— so that, at the 
age of eighty, " he was fidly able to understand his 
own Principia," affords a cheering memorial of the 
kindness of Providence*. Will not these signal and 
indisputable examples forbid you to despond? If 
you are tempted to distinguish and separate y^"- 
own case from all of them, as marked by some pe- 
culiar guilt, and having in it a punitive character 
which no ouq of those might partake, consider whe- 
ther you are not questioning, as it respects others, 
the testimony of Scripture, that all men need cor^ 
rection fi*om the hand of God; or else refusing, in 
•your own case, the testimony of that same Scripture, 
that, when the Father of our spirits corrects, even 
most severely, he does it *' for our profit" 

Now in the greater number of such restorations, 
^we have every reason to believe that appropriate 

* See Brewster's Life of Newton, pp. 224, 232, 234^, 318-19. 
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9MfMt wefe not omitted 9J^iid>i Miwrtfcfego indri^ 
the hope that when a- fey of4:hefe/-iathil0qglnfA^ 

tlon, you will not prejudge or.»ejectith»ii|»M M i flioy f 

,:il |W(Hild ad^oooish ycmjlifli the/irab^l^lMM^nattdi 
apt vofi 1 1hoile JQAistakett imptesstoimTfipiik&Mdy^ Mgd 
jf^ ta CQ^cLude^ that physieaL esiofles»'kam(lifltltfii»> 
Bf:|)p4i*t in yourpresetdif^afiUotbnJ/f'^lkfihyiicaMi^ 
aM fiBtell^tual' BympfoiBftire peritt^, tb>yfa«irtMM«n 
^ciotasneas/flo predoimiMmt)dmt>ycrtv\alMix]b^<li9i€li) 
^c^nt what is bodily • (if iu^eedi peiromribiiyijknl^' 
tor<be misrely incideirtal; and )of lio w^i^it<iotfiliM(« 
nysQtx fiut permit me > to serf,! you^haive^MithtdO 
power nor right tb decide this quei^iori^' ti^iihout'lMl^ 
Qomplele iaterior surrey of your.bein^'tvhidi i^fm^M^ 
b^naa extravagalit pretension for 'ntaxi-tdaiiHtMiB^^ 
apd which perhaps belongs^ 03Lolu^ely> to^ JiitA>^ifi^' 
formed us. You were above reminded that, iii^flMMh' 
di3ease» the point of origination aiid' the'1)i^s- 
posing causes are for the niost part, hidden: vigor) 
therefore doubdess may its com|dex character tycM 
main. The bodily state may intimately aflfecltiha* 
mind, even when there is no sensible: bodityailmeiit; 
It is not that I would recommend you* to adcqik 
complicated or violent or prolonged medicinal smeans. - 
Upright and able professors of tihe healtng art will 
themselves j;arely couu^l you. to this. - They, have 
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often merited and won the confidence and gratitude 
of tttok patients by a contrary advice ; by prescri* 
bingtmly die gentler and the simpler remedies, and 
hj enforcing rather the curative properties of genial 
air, of moderate labour, and of active though not 
distracting change. ' Follow practically those disin- 
terested and experienced counsels^ and discard your 
own fallacious notion that these expedients are 
quite indiSbtent .and fruitless^ because it is the 
mind which suflfers. Recollect that the mind> 
though not matter^ is not disembodied; that it receives 
iU impressions and performs its functions by a 
system of material organs ; that whatever therefore 
can restore and invigorate the action of these 
organs^ directly tends to re-establish its capaci- 
ties of cheerful^ vigorous exertion; nor can this 
re-establishment be often expected without some 
attendant bodily change^ however slight and undis- 
cemed. 

Let me further advise you (as far as your cir- 
cumstances may admit) to choose at present that 
kind of intellectual engagement^ and limit yourself 
to that share of it^ which are proportioned to your 
mental state. The sufiferer from visible and known 
bodily illness^ whether = general or local, will gene- 
rally, without hesitation, observe this obvious rule. 
But not unfrequently, I believe, in mental illness,' 
the more strenuous kinds of effort are, on some 
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erroneous ground of judgment or feeting^ too much 
attempted and pursued. No convalescent from 
fever is ashamed or self-reproved at feeling linabfe 
or unfit to climb a steep ascent, nor will be there- 
fore have a distaste for seeking exercise and refresh^ 
ment in some more level paths until his strength 
return. But the student, or member of a studious 
profession, who can assign to himself no payable 
undeniable reason why a long calculation shcwld 
perplex or a train of investigation weary him, majr 
feel it a dereliction of duty to decline his accustomed 
pursuits ; until the new experience of present iha{H 
titude, and the mortifying sense of disappointment, 
combined with the exhaustion of this ill-timed effiirt, 
still more depress his mind. 

To remark that this should, if possible, be avoided, 
is not to inculcate indolence and inaction, but onfy 
that selection of mental occupations which wUl not 
increase your illness or your painful sense of it 

There are those who will say to you — rekist 
these feelings; give them battle; resolutely van- 
quish and suppress them. — Even friends who ia 
some measure understand your affliction, may some>* 
times, with the kindest, best intentions, urge tliiB em 
you. Shall I second and enforce such exhortations? 
— Besides that I would not willingly lose or impair 
your confidence — I could ijot do so in sincerity : but 
must rather assent to what you perhaps may answer^ 
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that as weH might you be enjoined to change the 
weight of the atmosphere^ as to remove by an eflfort 
the pain or weakness which you suffer. Yet I 
firmly unite with your best friends in saying, it is 
a state^ which except it were the will of heaven to 
aggravate, you can, as hitherto, for a while endure. 
JOo not cast into the cup new ingredients of dctipon- 
dfincy^ nor make it bitterly effervesce by your repin- 
ing^* Do not omit duties, if at present indis- 
pensable, because they are burdensome ; nor aban- 
don others permanently, because they cannot at this 
seasonbe performed. Pursue, however feebly, what 
i3 fittest now to be pursued. • The sick or wounded 
soldier cannot make a rapid march or hold the 
front of battle. But he may perhaps bo the sen- 
tinel even of to-day. He may occupy the trench or 
rampart : and, if not even so — shall he therefore cast 
away his armour? Another sun, another conflict, 
may find him, reindued with strength and ardour, 
aipong the foremost bands. Meantime forget not, 
— -.** they also serve who only stand and wait:"*— 
and that service, as performed in weakness and in 
loneliness, may be the hardest of all; the most 
decisive of their loyalty and faithful seal. 

Having thus alluded to the Christian warfare, it 
is surely most appropriate for me to remind you, in 
this peculiar exigency, to look for help from Heaven, 
When St. Paul exhorted his brethren, '' take unto you 

N 2 
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the whole armour of Grod^ that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day/' he at once subjbined^^tlie' 
doniprehensive injunction, ''praying always with'iS! 
prayer and supplication in the spirit :***— i-^hd thfe'tfc' 
marks already offered on the trnmecfio/e chatacfer'tf 
that relief from mental illness which is soitietfiine& iie- 
aliped, afford you especial encouragetn^iit to use ttiu 
great resource. Not that we are warranted to eijjia 
a' blessing on prayer in the perversa bir itiddbsttt 
neglect of other means : yet may fhe Father of biir 
spirits see fit often to accept it, not merely as' tUe' 
pAt^mount means of his rendering those others 'feTOt- 
tttal, but also as that which shall avail (mieai! ot 
th6i^. This may happen likewise iii bodily ♦r^teitf-* 
tidris; yet their more frequent connexion with' pny- 
sicalmeans is too obvious to be questioned; 66 £HSt' 
to mental healing prayer is far less unlikely to 
become the immediate antecedent ' : ' • < » 

Besides^ as far as your distress is feaUy, ahclon 
just grounds, of a moral and spiritual kiiid,^'!^^'' 
you cannot rightly look to physical meaiis' Krt''its" 
removal, nor, I am persuaded, will ydu. HSfe 
therefore prayer, grounded on the study of Godfl? 
promises, which will ever prompt it, is your e:i^il- 
sive resource. And here let me add,^ — ^if they be 
indeed God's promises, ultimate success is ndt'fld-' 
bious. The cure of bodily disease mdy, Ibr'^iWafe" 

*Eph. vi. 13 and 18. " '"" 

■ -."I JO 



OR DEBILITY. 269 

]*^^Qn^^;i}P^,be granted ; and when a. few years axe 
Vi5"i?^i^^ ji^iW^dly will not: the cure of intellectual 
d§]jpmiy (jf; pain may be; mysteriously withholden. : 
l^jit^^.j^jttfwnpi^^nt or recovery, of spiritual safety (J 
aij^j^j^^t^jt^fis of spiritual joy) is a$ sure to the .p€jr^ 
^yjRHflg spppliajiit, a§, the word of Grod is trua. 
]^jfh^r^ t||ei go^P^l you have beard must be. a, fal^ 
^^jya^ii^ary gpspeL (and that supposition, however. 
^I^n^y in itsetf, \voulcl, annihilate any aJapus whipl;^. 
i|S|^soJ[emn .,M^^^wents and . its defective ri^ceptif)!:^^ 
l^^jinspirpd^)— pr eUe, the.promise§ of tbe,t^vip.^iji4 
'.^,ei^ef;l^slbing gospd/' spi bpundleps in thw^^t^p^, 
aifj^ i^dapt^ness, must njeeds. be. availabkifor y^QM, 
" .^Inp^appei: of. sin and blasphemyj," s;^d q^r gr^r. 
cj^yi^ Red^l?paer>. /^shall be fqrgiyen unto, ipef)^',' 
tb^t is,, to. the penitent who implore. forgiveness^ 
The exception made of '^ blasphemy, against. th?.: 
IJtply j5rhosit>^'' is no excep4:ion affecting the pwit^t, 
butj nf^ustj biQ iunderstood to involve. in its very nati^re 
av,|:}af;^ conturnacious impenitence. Those wlvj thij^ 
'*;,^jf^ipt thp Holy Obost," and *' trample undpr 
f<je^'', Redeeming blood, are persons who, so far from, 
^^^^i^Tfdng.to Christ," contemiptuously reject him. 
. ,^,^ JJim that cometh to me," (that merciful Sar; 
vipur proclaimed,) '^ I will in no wise, cast out." " If 
wrp^^cpufess our sins, God is faithful and just to fpr^/ 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighte- 
ousness." " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 
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till* wliolf unnoiir of C«rMl« thfit yr* may ty* iilik tfy 
If itliMiiiifl in tilt* I'vil H;ty/* h«« at #mrf« afubjriifirvl i\m 
rVtmprMM*fi«*ivr iiijnrif'fion, " pniyiuif »1w;iy«i trith ill 
pmyf'r;irif|>iti|jplir{itioniri i)w tifiirif :***-*-«nil llwf f*^ 
mArk-4 iilrrnrly oiri-riMlim the immnlitth t'hutm^*^ ii 
thnt rdi'-rrrom mi'iital lHiii*ii«< wliir^i i*i MirtMff imfHi fV'- 
filix^f). iifTfifil y#iii i'(«|H*r'iiil iMif^fitirfif^i'ftW'nt f// mm* fhk 
j(f»*ftt r»*««oiirr<«. Not that vn* iir^ warr iinf<*vl to i*xp#tt 
(I l)l<'«iit!n^ on pmyfr in t)if iM'rvfrM' r/r in/kknt 
ri<»Kl»«/*t of #ifh»'r iiM-Jin**: yi4 mrty fid' Fttfli^r rf wir 
«|rffiu :««•»• Tif oH*'!! to <irri'(»t it, uiA nif'f#*ly «4 ih* 
|/iirfnri/Miiit rnrtun fif hi<« rcnrlf*r!fi(( (ho««*oflii*fHi <«flSir' 
IiiaI. ffiif fiUo im fintt wliirli iflinll nvnil inufHJid of 
th^ffi 'lliix ntfiy litippfn lii;i*M'hi* in Wlily ffHtiyftt' 
fi^iin; y»*t fhi'ir fiioi*i« \Wt\Mi^t\i /vitihc^ion wlfli pHy- 
^if*tll trtr»Ti:< in (fffi olfVfouH to Im ipN'tfti/ffiffl ; a/i ttuil 
to rM(*)if»1 li(*fil!n|^ pniy^r U ttir V^n nnlikf'ty f4 
lir^ont'* th*« Immrilintt* initif<*r|«Mif. 

n<«:thlf'ii. <m rnr U4 your (1iMtrf'«t<4 in n*fi11y, nn«lf>fi 
jiitit {/fmuwU, of H rn/mil nnd Mpiridifil kiml^ 49 Ihr 
yfMt r;inf)ot n^hfly IfKfk fo pfiy^lfdl rnMitm f4^\U 
ri*rtiovfil, tuir, I tini ]n^rmuuM, wilt yrHl. Hi*fe 
thiTi*fr»n* pniyiT, ({rotin«l«"<l on thi« iitmly of (io«P«" 
prornitt'^. ivhirli H'ill i*\t*r \mttU]ti if, U y^air atclu* 
tsivM h*nfiiirr«v An<l Im*m« Ih. mn «#l«l,— If fhuy Iik 
itu]rtu\ < intW iirorni^cit, nltimfitf Mirn^N im ndt /fil- 
Ifioiin. Till* nih' nf hfidily (tini«n«ff ni»y, for Hfvm 

• K|'li, vi. I'UimI Iff. 
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i^€;fi^iis«,Dptbe granted; and when a few years are 
^rne^f i^t a^uij^y will not : the cure of intellectual 
d^jjpij^jfy pr, pain may be mysteriously withholdcn : 
l^jut,jj|jifi.j8^ttfwnx^^nt or recovery of spiritual safety (I 
aj9^^,^1;^^t..t|^s of spiritual joy) is as sure to the per-* 
3Cjyjering sjuppliant, as the word of Grod is true. 
^I^i^^r t|iei gospel you have heard must be a faUe 
an^;i]|n^iparj' gospel> (and that supposition, howe\'er 
g^my in itself, would annihilate any alarms whicl^, 
itej^sqlemii .. statements and its defective receptipp, 
h^- inspired,) -;-or else, the promises of the true ai^d 
'^^(B¥ef;lastipg gospet" so. boundless in tlipir e:|cten,t 
ai^l^ i9.daptedness, must needs, be available; for you. 
" ^1^ mian^ier of sin and blasphemy," s^d pur grar. 
c\^^^ Red^^mer, ^r shall be forgiven unto ipei)/' 
th^it ^is^ to the penitent who implore. forgiveness^. 
The exception made of '^ blasphemy against th^. 
E[ply jGrhost/' is no exception aflecting the penitent, 
but, Dftust. be understood to involve in its very nature 
a,|:}a^4 contumacious impenitence. Those whp thus 
'*. jf^ipt the Holy Ghost," and " trample under 
f(>9^!' Redeeming blood, are persons who, so far frona 
'* filing, to Christ," contemptuously reject him. 
. , .*^ Jiim that cometh to me," (that merciful Sa- 
viour .proclaimed,) " I will in no wise cast out." *' If 
wp confess our sins, God is faithful and just to for-. ; 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighte- 
ousness." " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, 
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worship, then might you justly plead a present ina- 
bility. But that this is far from being the case, 
tnay be most conclusively and variously shown by a 
reference either to scripture facts' or to general con- 
siderations. It may no doubt be fit that such a 
kind of prayers be offered even '^ in secret," whenever 
and wherever the present capacity is bestowed ; for 
our Maker is surely entitled to the best of that in- 
tellectual strength which at last must be weakness 
in His sight. But even then the mental exertion, 
the vigour of thought, the aptitude of diction and of 
distribution, are clearly not the essence of devotion, 
but its adjuncts. That prayers may be not the less 
** fervent and effectual " because not vocal, nor pro- 
longed, nor continuous, nor varied, is evinced by those 

,of Nehemiah when he stood before the king ; of the 
sorrowful Hannah; of the contrite publican; and 
even of our blessed Saviour himself in his hour of 

.mental anguish. But indeed, were it otherwise, 
Ijio^ should the child, the illiterate, the speechless, 

J the sick, the dying, offer prayer? Yet all these 
peculiarly need to offer it; and when happily 
awakened to their wants, do by divine help, and 
with divine acceptance, yet without any removal of 

., natural imperfection or infirmity, pray '^^ in spirit 
and in truth.'* *' Jehovah heareth the poor, and 
despiseth not his prisoners." 



— <' A broken heart shall please Him more 
Than the best forms of speech.* 



»» 
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!K(o|r baye eome of.the.ino^t giA<)di^;we]|;'iB8fdBi«tidl 
suppliants been esi^empt frona seiElsoiL^ of weakftessjor 
of jpental bondage, which eompeUodj thcU . to<t&e 
ri^fuge in these vie.ws of the;alone essenljial'icitiaSlUf 
q( .prayer. Such a state is afi^ctiugly dxpneaseil/kyi 
A'K^uipis. ^^ Oh let Doy-sighingimorver thady'^aDQli^ 
iifif , 'ixia.nifbld desolation here.belpiiv^. n. Jesu^i M^'io 
ni^s» of eternal glory,, solace q£ theiipilgiiapl'Spiiil^v 
bef<we Thee my lips: are vokelessi jCiiid TnyiA/O^ 
cries to Thee, — how long shall ^nay^ Lord idob^^*) ^4^ 
am . : ji\'retched, imprisoned, -laden > nNritb / fMkt§} > ^ 
thoii.reTive me with theligl^i>crft.thy<pk!e3cineefj'^tltt<ti 
be^^W new freedom/' 1" : It is Temarkable><th6ri tlMf^ 
exq^lent Scougal> a bright ortemmirt of -the^StoMbAn 
episcopal church; has described prayev/wiiiJdi'iiii^bM'' 
oral^ fior even sileiatly verbal; as the* highest/ Idqd^ 
devotion; not the resouree^f wedknesip; :but tivitett-'' 
pedieni of intense, unutterable 'feeKi^. "He'Sl^rit*^'^ 
" tbis' mental prayer is of all other- the^ mdlrtJ^^ffillc-i^i 
tual to purify. the soul, and dispose it'un^^e^ hcAj^^' 
and religibus temper; and may^ be temied tll^ gi^*' 
secret of devotion, and one of the nfloet jkAiisffiil^ 
instruments of the divine life. Certaiidy'B iftCJU^iirf^ 

* De Imitat. Christi, 1. iii. c. 21. p. 111. The ezpi;e88i(])n^^.Qie,; 
ori}]flrial are beautiful. " Moveut te suspirium meum eit desolatio 
multiplex in terra. O Jesu, splendor stemsB gloris, solamen pere* 
grinantis animse, apud te est 09 meum sine voce, et sUeatiuoi'iii^lilh 
loquitur tibi—u«^uequotardat venire Dpminusmeutr? /Hiser saniy^ 
et quodammodo incarceratus, et compedibus gravatus, do&tc Inoe"? 
prsBsentiss tuse me reftciaa ac \\\)«i\a\\ <iou«&'' 
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tl>$^/obvaf|['aiSpimtio^$-iiHU'^o ih^ than a greaft 
ixa^'jflti6Qt'ah»d'meiting'ef!t^refssi6tis.^* " ' ; :' 

o Mt>xfr atehdt gh > tibi^ >«xalt^ khid 0i mental {^ji^r^ ' 
wliiJ3h:rt^eieiiiithm' deseribes as the result of d^' 
p^vi<m»'qDn|Bditationj' tie excj^^ dtfTeretlt^.fhinjC 
slPQTiswJbioh yoQioaaat-preseiit offer, yet his e^thnAt^ 
oftsi^^nt dfivodon ia'^«4^eml may eonduoe to* fM4>U' 
y,om;^e(icies)iafting< 6r counting for nought 'ytrtii*' 
^fi^te«s/ itf^ bopplieatiDa' in ■ the spirit," lioWifey^l'' 
e$nftii9(ndlpiniobetentiokt 'Oppressed. * '-'''^'* 

n^^qt'thaCiy€Jii!aref<aAinsedt<)p acquiesce ev^titicht*' 
i4)fl»cbk9i>kifidpf/itorl9hipDii/jfi ■ Aids to' oral' d^tvW^ 
t^M 9r<9iK)f>idasjj;ri.aceessi 'IThbse'frho'ttio^' dis^' 
pffoVte^ ^e lUsiibiy las .weH ais- prescription;' of 'fbl^rtfs;'' 
vt^MildiceiHainly'inot jcootend that >tbe wordi >4f 'i(Q'^ 
tlt^ei prgyjQTiiQust ;be wholly self<>riginttted. •"•Sufeh'^J 
a.)2Qtiop wotild^exohide thceescriptuifali'piiratie&'iiy^ 
wlgifiiik ithe)]|est ofivtbat dxie oalfed free prayers' '^ 
iaog^nerali^hbunidaiktly' enriched. Posses^ng'th^^ 
fo^^>0 bih]^>iorieveaKia psalter, you oan' be^iat^ fao'^ 
Iq^^r :tbe form* andl mflubtef- of devotion. - ^ Wikif btf < > 
afpp^ite.tp yoiiur dejected 'Slate as some of the^pleti^' 
tiipasyipsal^)^? < T^eLr.v^ry want of apparent eofr-J" 
dnuity and method, as well as their simple but 
intense language of complaint and entreaty, m^y^.j 

At*<.I»ife of God- in the Sotil 6f Mttn,** a little v^otk '4ifcfiiii "^ 
g^ufasd by'^alted *^iety, chaste be&ufy' elf jst^le) d^d'calm&obVl^/'' 
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reader them more consonant than any prayers 
which can be found elsewhere, at once with tibe 
£^bleness and with the sorrows of your mind. 
Select the passages which are most ^^ppropriate. 
On such engraft, or with such sometuues inter* 
mingle, those brief variations of confession or peti* 
tipn which your case may dictate: — it is only tbo 
spirit of atheism which doubts whether such 
prayers are beard, and only that of distrust io 
Christ's advocacy which doubts whether (if the 
heart go with them) they will be mercifully 
answered. 

Qnce n^re, allow me to warn and solicit you in the 
spirit of Christian friendship, — shun every new souite 
Qi moral and spiritual pain, every indulgence of ima« 
gination or conduct which your heart condemns. You 
may very fitly ^' have left undone" certain things 
which, in another state of mind, you ^' ought to have 
done;" — but beware lest you now yield, more 
readily than at other periods, to do or meditate those 
things which you '^ ought not,^^ Your present state 
of feeling has its especial temptations ; and those 
may be now strong which would sometimes have 
been easily banished or subdued : for what foe or 
what allurement is not strong to the enfeebled ? The 
human mind always covets a state of complacency; 
of ease, if not enjoyment; and now that you are 
without mental pleasures, without spiritual comfort. 
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without buoyancy of hope, without enevfry of imnK$* 
diate action or alacrity of busy forecast, — anything 
trhich exacts no effort, but excites imag^ination or at- 
tracts the senses, promising thus to hiU and obliviata 
j)ain, or soothe with sensitive delight, will afldn^n 
itself to you with a perilous charm. Ytmr dim 
suspicion that the slightest indulgence wcMild now 
^tice you to that which will be unquattionahly 
eulpable, and that thus your *' «orrr>wM f»liall Ixs 
ftiultiplied" and sharpened by the keenest of all 
pangs, may be met by a sophism wcjrthy of otir 
arch-enemy, — that you cannot be more wrctclHwl 
than you are. Assent not for an instant to i\m 
tki6feM5he«)us fallacy. You will be, by indulging in 
what is evil, incomparably more wretched than you 
afe; and if you now make one step either in deli- 
beration or in wishes towards it, your weakness 
utmost necessitates your fell. Wait then submis- 
sireiy for those brighter hours which the Great Dis- 
penrtser and Restorer of all blessings can speedily 
Itiftsign you. Prefer even the protracted feintness of 
mental inanition to the touch or taste of luscious 
Ifnt destructive poisons. The caution is important 
and seasonable whether you receive it as literal or 
metaphorical. I would not be understood to incul- 
cate a scrupulous or superstitious rigour, but only 
that you sedulously shun both what in itself is evi]» 
And what will directly^ perhaps from your past ex* 
perience too assuredly, conduct to eVA. Y^x^^k. ^^actv 
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frQip the liighest gromids,T-!-,tbe.ipurd.jJ Gtoistian 
^(^unalterable grofandsj--r!ofargumei9l:agfl)n8tithi8i 
yojir. acute .susceptibility of xn^Qtal -ip^ ft^^fUikiitsdf 
a;) argument, why you shouLd.uQt' hwtwr^ AiM ^^ 
io^ict^ion of fhis most grievous kii^ip£ hftoimdrt'^^An 
^ce}lf\at.pbristian authoress e:^oq)ei(ilboth'lMea!!M0lMp 
^jfA p?Jip|3*^tion in writing. thmfitfei?rith^;lai|«f^dillliii« 
gfji^?(jl,b(ut,.xmhappy Johw kHendpiw^irnrffjIt-fcwMR 
y/(jif ^ve,so high a aen^je. of, riglp^t.;th(at; jroiij'toi 
n^j^,i; be w.ell, while you are po|i,ftatwgedwithfiyttiw 
own q9_u4vict.V* . ■' . .,.!.•■,>, ;u.-./ I-vmIv/ iiMi^j-.o 

..♦Jf.paJLii pf mind has bpen tbtts uniwppilylishaty- 
^f}^4/t a- :rei,yrQ with humble contrition > ito. , the- i nigfafe 
path^ f^nd tp.tbe pure fountain of gofi]pel:GkH)tolftt]«i^ 
is :l}he^only specific to assuage that seU^onckmniflf 
pj^pg : and. thus may- it yield at 'lerig4ia: « to .4auii ioi* 
gf^i|ou^ -fiUal melting of the hearty in thei ^sdnse .«( 
your ; ow^ i $in and folly and > <^f God our] Savibu#*ff 
a^und£^nt: lo^ng-kiudness:- 8<y that Jbisi^^wa- abt^ 
pi'i^ing , declaration maybe fulfilkidin yonri-iaqpe- 
i^ienpeji f' I hid me and was wroth,. and. he weal «kt 
^o^;^r4ly in: the wAy of hi9 heart : I haxa seen. .hitf 
^y^ anfl will Aeo^ him : I wiU' load him alsa dnd 
restpTe ,<^w/brf« unto him." 



* Letter of Mrs. Hannah More, given in " CottlV»JVialYeni HiUfr 
Poems and Essays,'* vol. ii. pp. 364-5, The whole letter is highly 
valimble ; and the work of Mr. Cottle, which preserves if, eontaiiit 
many interesting facts and reflections. See especially a brief Enay 
" On the size of the BMe," no\. \\.\j. 366, 4tU edit. 
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Hftir'h^ Idteil fhdudit not UBAiiifable XMdft iitthtt' 
pbttyttfitlmB to'dign^^s, at cotmderaUe len^^h, fmm 
'ifaeffeuliijedt 'tMyre' immediately propcwed; beeaitiw% 
•aiyii' haMe^moi^'thati cmce already inthnatMl, di«^ 
tr^tssesi'irf'^s' dee^r charact^ may be rery fW^ 
qnMbly*i()tf i tiot ^wajris) expected ixi acemtipaify^ Iff 
mifildiy 'tfa^i ate morally and itpiritually awalt^^ ihk 
9tajte>bf(aiigm«MM ^iisitiveness and frfRirallifi'K fear, 
:: Tbe'ftW»**tn^fe which I have now to tmh/ohi 
ii^liniydtn^ tiiefauRire be applicable to any modiff' 
cation which your mental affliction tnay aMmme. 
-fit^^illbf qMirse tend to oonsolation afid prrmMHii 
st[hmissidn;'if I can imprem on yon fiome deNigw^l 
and'plfobable fone/{fe of thi« heary trial rmich aii 
Qpayiioiibreigh not oiily the pains but evett the dii^ 
abilitieB it* h^.brought ivpon yoi]> th^ moral datiw 
jgera wMckit invohie»/ and even sonte'actuiil evils 
B^hicb jk appears to create or to femeiit. The^e uses, 
ai;least-duridg its infliction^ you ibay be IMle abld 
t<»:CoUect or to discern. Yon will rather iiay---«hdw' 
jrf raa^/y dad that I should be thus **led into 
temptation^ -'*> . brought ■ into ^ state' Which induces 
dnd invites it! ^ ^How melam^tly and judicial in 
its aspect is this fact^ that my affliction should be 
such as incapacitates me for cheerful and successful 
service actively^ and for a right temper of mind 
eveii passively.; expensing n^e, Uke 'f a dty bcoken 
down and without walls," to each irruption of evil. 
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to the agitating assaults of cat*es and trifles, to Tain 
and corrupting thoughts, to the su^estions -cf the 
impious, and the wiles of invisible foes. 

Let me remind you of that rule so necessary for 
those that have '^ need of healing," — do not assume 
to be decisively a judge in your personal case. We 
have seen a patient in low fever or latent inflanir 
mation, and even his best friends distrusted of tfast 
medical decision which has repeatedly applied the 
lancet, forbidden all that was stimulating or eve& 
nutritive, and persevered in what were apparenffiy 
the most debilitating measures. Yet the sttfit^, 
though increasingly distressed, though swoomnn; 
though helpless, was not radically weakened or pep- 
manently disabled ; but, if I may so accommodate 
a scripture phrase, ^' out of weakness was made 
strong. "*—How much less are we entitled to dis^putft 
the r^nedial severities, the regimen, the mode c/t 
measure of privation, ordered by the great Physician 
of our spirits ; or to estimate at present thekr ulti- 
mate effects. 

But, in truth, the sanative tendency is far (h>m 
being in all respects unapparent or obscure. 

You have perhaps been quite conscious (for a 
mind which thus suffers has usually the self-scruti- 
nizing introspective cast) of a want of due tolerance 
for weaknesses and defects in your associates, for 
the obtuseness of some, for the morbid and childish 
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apprehensions of others, for the moral narrowtiPin, 
or ungracefiil habits which obtrude themselveH on 
your unwilling attention. These faults of hummn 
aature you have not well borne with. Your impa- 
tience^ if not expressed, may have been negatively 
betrayed. You have not attained, even in triftei, 
the charity n^ch ^^ suffereth long," which *^ bearatb 
all thmgs." 

^* The more perfect one is,*' (wrote an eminent 
student of the human heart and of the Christkui 
temper,) '' the more one is reconciled to import 
lection. The Pharisees oould not endure those 
publicans and sinners, with whom Jesus Ctirist 
associated in so much meekness and benevdenee. 
When self is lenounced, we enter into that divine 
magnanimity which nothing wearies or repels." "^ 

It will scarcely be doubted that your present humi<* 
liating discipline is gready adapted to promote that 
attainment, by correcting the censorious and intole- 
rant spirit, which, had you been quite exempt fixxn 
such chastisement, might have been most injuriously 
augmented and confirmed. You might have then 
been altogether indisposed, and almost unable, to 
recognise, in the permanent de£scts of others, the 
wise appointments of Providence, or, in their tempo- 
rary or supmnduced infirmities and &ilings, the 
stroke of the same hand. Your scorn or irritation 

^Fenelon^ CEuv. Spir., t i.p. 255 « 
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yhvXA ' 'have been tindlkyed' by J)ity.' ^ 'WhfeWto^J^tf ^ 
a*e HOW* coihpelled to feel, "t wks viAijttd^ii^'WS:' 
ifCfkind;. ready to despise those l^hb'shi^^ fMitf'W' 
smiall ot ithaginary danger, ok* w^er^ tO^W^d^tupV^" 
Yi^bA what appeared to me a isiitfjil^ (rath V^j^rdtU^itr 
iniyihelBirt tx>'lay all to'the aceoudt of Mdul^ tUMl 
d^i '01^ wilful sloth, or waridMn^'in^t^DtikjbV'iBiil' 
mwlktti taught that «myttioiintdih;^Jltt it^'WeiSAPl 
ing strength and loftiness, was but of infirm milti^' 
TkknymA find myself in the p^itibn*5fthd^ Wh^e 
idotr^ fearM or vacilkting st^psrl hadvH^ilteidfl^t!:^' 
iiThiirTen»embfancfe> whenit shaH plerf^^ GWA^ W' 
litli^yeu'ttp; will surely conthitie"t<i Mibat^''(iP'iii«i' 
enrtirely control) a tempel-' whi6h' is ttd]|6feibte 'irfycA#*» 
own eyi^s, and must be far inoifc sttfo Hiaf.>#lid'' 
kMW^ ^t' all times your essential 'W^fthe^*;''tltid'' 
Who HittiSplf, ' although' mfitiitely ' ab6Hfri the wJdBt 
eXdiled*of his creatures, despises nM-'the ftifeatt^sti '•^' 
iVou aire al6o teaming not only t^ tdter^tt^,' bm id" 
some ■ degree to sympathixe; YxM • hfeVd 'feJt^ ^ft^ ' 
inability of most to do so, and you knW'thei^elbWi- 
that your experience, though gtlevoiistdlybtltfedf/' 
maybe soothing and valuable to others! 'St: P^ttl" 
dlsttnctly assigns this as an eminent advarittfge'W*' 
b© derived from ^' tribulation" and deliveraiifci^^-^' ' 
'^'that we may be able to comfort them whiih'ttfi'fti' 
anfy trouble, by the comfort wherewith wiotiriW)^" 
are'comforted of God." * You wiU'iay-u-thife'iBtbnitJl'^ 



\ 
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t9f^f^pji£;]^;V^ei^ implies a lestoiatMi whielL/l 
c^ff^Xji^ifi^fM, At does so; oMfy beside yoi^ 
l¥?^ft!^^^/^^«l q**i^ as deqpoadiBg^jr said, '' wf 
st^ngl^^e^ud.say bi^ is penshed from the Iah^.- 
^TTJEu;!^. .t^e j^i^^ may Jbe at baod when you^ jyUb#: 
tbjfffljT fJ^Qwa, ." ije.brought «ie up also cput hSm 
h|q»^ble,f|iK^,aiKJl::Out.,of the miiy day — and halb 
pj^.^ne^ $piigia Iffy i^outb^ even praise ^aloi our 

rj^^ £M^ le9i:iMiig,43Qeaii!nrhilev that most inEqiortitiiT 
l^^K^TTryoup>f{atirefdep^Hlei]jce upon Him* Thei^^ 
a^ tl^Ki^ who les$4i6ed taacquijpe.tbe.se^seof itlin 
t^ r^anner* ; because: 4^iher kinds of trial ooatmi^Uy; ; 
ai^)^S?ptu£|Uy repallat. /The oontiiiuaiice.aad sdrfr^) 
figie^y.pf their employ and its requital, . are soo 
dp>^]3tfut,tbf9Lt in the most literal ^ensi$< th|9y mu^' 
VDfo^f^e^f' Give, us this day <xur,rdailyiibi?e»di"<^// 
their.r€£K>urce$; hang .on the frail tenure ^ofl ^(Hhfr!t" 
li^; (Pit they,a|r^ liable ]U>-recuning.ettaciis^,bpd9y 
di^aset.ivbii/Qhiifffa^ their own unusually ppraearioufu. 
Eii^^fft jf.ij'ou/^airerh^d some of these. >o)eD9^li(>S^( 
it '^,3r(^ry possible, th^^ >n your firxp. and sanguii^i 
iq^t^di tjb^y failed . to : impress . <«i you youjfv itajpofim v 
dif^e^8md.en|:ii:e dependeiH^. . But:if so^ wha;l;li¥.oiildi> 
be_,e,ffc;0;^ve except your pre^|E»t eoirectiw^f. ^5fWho j 
teaxihethiliifce Hij^o; ?" . Especially,, iC^ y^w have been' 
ia ^fiifm- (bodjily .health, and pfisa^e^ what tisi oaUefli r, 
by ,a ;stranga/?ms-alli^|ice of jterWj i an "inde-i 
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pendent fortuae/' and were thus in danger oftrugt- 
iiig in your uncertain strength, and your '^ uncert^A 
riches," — ^what so calculated to dispel this iUusioii 
as your actual affliction ? You now perceive thait 
bodily health may be not perceptibly affected, and 
worldly resources neither impaired nor menaced, 
and yet the course of feeling and the capacity of 
aetion be secretly quelled and fettered and buou^ 
low. You are now taught to ask, — and it is only in 
kindness I remind you of it, — " Who hath mads 
me to differ? What was it that I had not reoehedf 
Why did I glory as though I had not received?*' 
Why treat as independent, inalienable possessiop?, 
liiose mental or moral attainments, which are, in 
feet, no more so than bodily health or worldly pios^ 
perity, but equally, and even (to appearance) moie 
immediatehj, in the hand of God ? 

It may Ukewise be to you a solace, and a salutaff^ 
warning to those who never dream that they may 
t)r can thus suffer, (if any such eye should glamie 
upon this page,) to remember that the greatest ^ 
ration of rank or mind does not secure its possessor 
from the extreme of mental ruin. The first of 
princes or of statesmen may sink into fatuity, intt 
sudden aberration, or more gradual dotage, and hiB 
mind be, not like the columns of Thebes or Pal* 
myra, majestic in its fall, but, like those of Babyloi^ 
indistinguisbably crushed and lost. The builder of I 
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iSikaEt Babylon^ letting the sceptre tlrop^ and taking « 
place beneath the level of his slaves^ affords at once 
a memorable rebidke to mortal arrogai&oe^ and a 
mokiument of G«od's gracious aod restoring power. 
We rfead of one of the most illustrious commanderB 
eiP modern times, that^ " during the last two years a£ 
his life, his faculties had so much declined^" (iior was 
fhis in ad¥anoed old age,) "that scarcely a trait was 
feft of the Grreat Ccwade."* Our own age has fur- 
Bifihed examples of minds eminently active on tha 
world's great theatre, which have sunk in *' total 
edipse." Be grateful thai yours is so partial; and 
remember that for yoci, as a Christian, or one wh« 
aims at that character, there are special grounds of 
hope that God will not ordain the aggravattoa of 
the evil, or the permanence of its present de^cee. 

Neithw yield to the thought that, in yourpresoat 
iibess, you are incapable of contributing to tiie good 
1^' others. Not only may such degrees of resigna- 
tfem as you are enabled to «vince, be highly instruo- 
tiii^e, but it may be found at last, (though this would 
llo no-Bound plea for carelessness of proficianey, or 
)ti 1^ choice of means,) that God has odea chosea 
M accomplish most good by the weakest instru^^ 
mkutB^ or by the stronger, when in some way m- 
cbi^plete. Even a skilful artisan sometiiaeg eSects 
*vHth a worn or fractured tool, tm account .of 



' '■'Rees, Cyclop. Article Gond& Ha was bom 1621> died 1686. 
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i6fae particular adaptatibh iri ii ti)"ifls ^special pur- 
jpdS^, thiah He might have dbrie with a whole *asspn- 
iiaeiit of the brightest and the keeiiest ' If'you nave 
Idng us6d endeavours, always linperfeci, arid some- 
iftiies most distressingly feeble,' tor the good oi 

-C .J [;. . . .. ;. .■..Ml.- ■ «.? "])VU.Jfi 

those around you, have you not D^en, now and 
tnen reminded of words which you "are quite 'con- 
scious were spoken m weakness, or of soncie small 
^ft Destowed amidst dejection, which yet appe^rnfo 
feave ' Ibeen not without results ? tidw can. you, be 
certain but that, after all, the' seeds whfch sh^ll 
"* prosper most, w ill he not those which you scattered 
with a strong arm and an elastic step, but some 
which you dropped almost at random, when ^eary 
and ^*' in heatviness?" ' 

In' conclusion, let me again invite you to dwell 
thuch on that sustaining thought, — the mfimte, 
power and compassion of our God : on his gxacious 
declaration to the suffering and niurmurinc p0fifrim£ 
of the wilderness, *' I am Jehovah that healeth 



thee ; — ^on that prominent and cheeri,iig ch;aracter pf^ 
his miracles, when " manifest in flesh, ' — " he h^led 
all that had need of healing." Who should despair 
of fffial relief and '' perfect health**'* wh^n such has, 
been the promise, and such have been' the pledges, 
of the divine Physician? Doubt not that He is 
able to present even you " faultless before the pre- 



* Acts iii. 16. 
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sence, of his glory; ^'ith exceeding joy;".tpdo^? 
more th^n' restore those i^ental aqd spiritual i>owe?:s 
wnich havQ been hitherto, at the bost. so imperfect 
and so.n^il : to capacitate you for serving Him eter-r 
nallv with jUnwedri^d devotion and ipl^e^ure u]|h^ 

flbated f to endow the spirit with such celestial haiK 
mony and vigour^ that it shall ever ardently wUlL 
whatsoevfer its perfected nature can render, of ador- 
uiff ser\'ice to its Author and Redeemer^ — and ^all 
ever be sLs entirety capaple, to effect, with unremitting 

.. ^*'. '")'■ 

—- , ^ . - rmities of the 

ofiiv^ ♦; J ■••'-• ' :■ .. ^ •\ ■ •■ "". :,•'■'•''' i; ;i rJ7 

spirit and those of a corruptibly and mbi;tal frame-r- 
that the perfection of this divine healing will b© felt 
and owned, in its coming victory oyer corruption 
ana mortality: when those prophecies, once obscure. 
*' I will raqsom from the power of the grave : oh 

sirs*'/'"" .-'Tj»-» ; ■' ' ''■' ,' • '•' ■■'?''•'. '-i-.vofT 

grave ')[ win. be thy destructioq," shiU receiYe tljieir 
bngbt ramlmeni ; and the inherent weakness of the 
y natural body, be e^chaiiged for that glory of the. 
'^ spiritual, \i?liich pain and death can never mora 
assail. • . . . ,' 

Meditate on thvs, beayenly cure of all which now 
hiimples, depresses, ^nd excruciates our ruined^ 
riattTre.— the spirit Iv^^d of sin. . and woe^ th^ 
mind and body rescued from their sad communion 
of artguish and debility; the whole renovated crea- 
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tare ^' made meet for an inheritance in Ught/' there 
to dedicate immortal health and blessedness to Him 
whose *^ perfect gifts" they arc. Think how crir 
minal it were to disbelieve, and how blameable as 
well as. unhappy it is to despond, when ^* God,: 
who? cannot he, hath promised;." promised that 
though weariness and helplessness and agony, as 
well as- deat^y may intervene,, yet the hour of heat 
mg is at hand; when the spuit shall be filled with 
*^ power and love," the body raised to unchange- 
able vitality, the whole creatnre endued with fiiiik^ 
less similitude to the Possessor and Giver of all 
bliss*. 

It is exceedingly dii&cult no doubt, &a ycHi^ uniiepr 
existing depression, to conceive and anticipate^ 2^ 
above all to appropriate to yourself personally, this* 
glorious- change. But though your hold on it' be 
ever so faint and distrustful, you cajasic^,^ I hope; 
nenounce it. With reference both to that ultin|iaiO|' 
and perfect eure, and to intermediate aUevipttiV? 
and relief, you are bound to remember aad ta veoe^ 
rate his word& who said on a different occa£HO]i,rrr 
'^ with men it is impossible, but not with God^ilir 
with God all things are possible." 

. /•■ 



XIII. 



ON DISTRUSTFUL ANXIETY FOR THE GOMU»G OP 
CHRIST. A NEW YEAR'S OR ANNIVERSARY ME- 
DITATION. 

Has not our impatient wearmess^ or titeorous dis- 
trust too often echoed, inwardly, that taunt of scof- 
fers, — ^' Where is the promise of his eoming?*" 
' From their tone and spirit indeed we painfully 
VG0(A:- yet the same question which they ui^ in 
fli{)pant mookery, our hearts may whispar mafwares- 
iat lulent sadnessk. When the infidel deride our 
decorest ex|»ctaHon, we know his '*^ wish ** is ^'^ther 
toitbit thought^" and yet our own misgivii^, con- 
d^]»ned^and combated by Mth;, may be- his secret 
alliesw 

We muse cheerlesdy on tihie ages that have rcdlbcf 
away, the msLny corruptions and: declensions of tfao. 
Christian cause^ the slowness of its genuine triumph 
since those years of infant strength) when it bruised. 
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as, in its cradle^ the serpents of idolafiiy; mi- tfir 
unchanged aspects of the natural worlds wh^ce'^fft* 
things continue as they were;'* on the taerdy ^or^fMf 
questionable amelioration of the moral.- • In- siidt 
a mood of gloomy retrospection^ must we* encocmter 
with new pain those reckless '^ sports^' ofsblp- 
tica which are '^ death to us " and to aU wiSA hiipe^^ 
th|9 wretched speculations by which^ whik thsy pM>^) 
fess to liberate, they would^ in fact^ lay Wiaste^iViit' 
ju^t.for the sake of levelling the fenees ^dL"^kt^ 
<*,|iarrow way/* would make a tra^ieto dcsevi W^ 
loiter and to perish in^ without even the far-off vIAmI'' 
o£a better land. ''As with a sword in our bonis i^' 
tfae^ '' enemies " of holy truth ^f reproach " v^J^ 
*' inrhile they say daily," as in the old time faafiire 
U9, — " where is thy God?" .:.*' 

But surrender nothing either to their cold rail^ 
leries or. your own anxious musings. There reraaiis 
a. spoken and recorded word of promise. ''8r<*| 
ceeding broad*' are the attestations it has sines' 
acquired ; and far other echoes revive, and far oAfer 
voices respond to it, than those either of levitjr er ' 
despondence. The Saviour in whom we have trusted- 
assured both his adherents and his adversaries dt 
his future majestic advent ; in figures and in ex- 
plicit statements ; personally and by the word both 
of angels and apostles. '' I will come again and 
receive you to myself" was the language of Ins 



I 
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.nffibction diith^soletnii^ve of parting : ^andi^ien'Hfe- 
agf>eai»diii^gfoiry: to luB -eidled servanty mill liiet^'ad^- 
imiiitkiiif/aadk predictions for the^uflferfrtg^tiitslie^i' 
-ft%]b^bold I borne quickly"-^" enmly' I eoaief qtnekljr". 
-rm» thamessaga at onoe^ warning aiid of \t^: ' 
>i3%teiJap8e'O£t;enturi0s- indeed has ilorij^** sMdc^' 
tw|;}^ the clmrohjitfaEat its terms' must ncrt fttf^nt^' 
pq^(fd. hj; tli» nantow measure of our day^^b^^-'^ihaiifi ' 
rMiina uibfot each century has me^BnvfhSle'^k^A/dt^ 
eidttrgBd, flonift vaat) historic seal^ on thd'^^vftmy^iiiFl 
tbe MN«d whioh;>'COntain» it. " The baMs" wHb^* 
iimidf <i Fob^">4is of' our' only real wealth, ^dd \fi^^ 
vtai^y.^dedare stlie' ^^pearl of great price^' irt 'oiir^ 
sl^rine to£^«.8Cfipture>to be spurious/ tili they tHA^ 
bfieid&^bC:ioblit6rab^ those seal3 of heavehly t^th" 
which are set upon the shriiie itself by the Moad aifnl*' 
fattffsteilding. al^als of the dlnrch and lof tlte WoHIi. 

riThraei extiAtisic cpnfiraiatlons of the ''*'t)recibii'il'' 
pmitises/' ^we should ■ eometimes revifetr': hiW^-HttU^' 
thoitaek be laborious. '■"' '^'-''- 

; With; a glance you can t^Tert to that empir^ 6( )!lli!e^* 
fitat £!aesars!» where a ^lendid starlight bfaiitellisidll^^ 
did .but adorn, without dispelling; the shstd^^ ^^bf' 
atiieifttic and idolatrous darkness which broddeii atiif^^' 
mipgled over its wide regions, fostering all deaciljf^ * 
fruits. 'We see the sudden-^' day-spring firombh*'* 
high" shedding on those* realms a' "rapid moral iflii-' ' 
urination ; and-^ where philosophyhad beetf all biit ' ' 
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powerless^— -kindling the faopes^ puliiig the faeorte, 
purifying the li?es^ and liallowmg the Aeotfas <t 
.mjrriads. The fact is in itself marvellously asd 
deliglitfiilly convinoing ;* but it gains Iresb powers 
an argument of faith^ when yon examine hoir that 
strange and mighty revolution Jbad been distantly 
^retold ; that in writings unstudied and -eontttmnei 
hy GreekB and Romans^ but composed and trea- 
sured as prophetic by a people alien and await 
"from other nations^ there had been, for ages, extant 
.predictions of that very change ; of . a .great j»- 
nouncement of idolatry which (as one of ihoBe 
same writings itself incidentally testified) w» 
without example ;f of its origination, also, 1^ a 
single illustrious teacher, of whom^ through a loi^ 
antiquity, it was variously declared that ^^ to Him 
should be the gathering or homage of nations,'!^ 
that '^ the Desire of all nations" should '' e€ime,'*§ 
that the « isles" should '' wait for his law,"|| that 
God would give him '^ the heathen for .his inheri- 
tance,"^ that he should be a Light to the Gentiles**, 
and the '^ pleasure of Jehovah should prosper in 
ihis hand ;" f f that in the days of the fourth :gnBitt 

* See BBTeral passages from Origin on this subjectyin^the andictlft 
« Divine Origin, &c." vol. i. pp. 79, 126, 300-2, 311, 353. ii. 87-8, 
with other confirmatory citations and reflections. 

f Jer. ii. 10, 11. 
X Gen. xlix. TO. Dr. J. P. Smith's version. Scrip. Test i. 247. 
§ Hag. ii. 7. || Isai. xlii. 4. % Ps. ii. 

** Isai. xlix. 6. f f Isai. liii. 10. 
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nuMNurchy (die Roman) should ** the Gkid of hea^ 
VKtk set up a kingdom'' which would ** consame" 
ali hostile ^wers, and ^ stand for ever;'* a kingr 
dom emblematically described as '' a stone cut out 
without hands^'' destined to smite and crush the 
'' great image" of idolatrous dominion^ — ^to become 
itself '* a great mountain," and to fill " the whole 
earth."* 

* Dan. ii. 31, 44.—" So long as the civil history of the ancient 
world shall last, under the scheme of its four successive Empires ; so 
long as tile introduction of Christianity, in the place and order pre* 
-fiously assigned to it, shall remain upon record, and its visible reign 
exist ; so long as the conclusion of the Iron Empire of Rome shall b« 
known in the promiscuous partition made of it by the host of northers 
and eastern invaders ^--so long there will be a just and rational proof 
of the inspiration of these illustrious prophecies of Daniel."'—* 
it ie not within my scope to advert to those prophecies concerning 
omr Saviour's life and death which the New Testament verifies, but 
only to glance at those, the fulfilment of which is broadly marked 
otk the pages otteeuiar history. In respect to hotk classes of pr«* 
dictions, the book of Daniel seems pre-eminent. Abbadie, in ex* 
amining what this book fbreteUs as to the first advent and kingdom 
of Messiah, remarks that *^ one knows not which most to wonder 
at, the evidence of truth which is fomid in it, or the prodigious 
blindness of those who perceive not that evidence." After stating 
ten wonderful correspondencies between these prophecies and the 
events, he comments on some of them to this effect, — What could 
be a more indisputable mark of the prophetic spirit than to have 
foretold the destiny of the Jewish people as ensuing on the cominf^ 
and death of Christ ? Who will imagine that it depended on thia 
writer to cause that Jerusalem should be ruined, and " the sano* 
tuary destroyed,*' and " the sacrifice and the oblation cease,*' when 
a person called the Christ or Messiah should be " cot off? ** *• 

Great 
^ Davison's Discourses on Prophecy^ p. 526^ 
»Dan.ik.26,27. 
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How shall we not discern, in the wide diffusion 
and permanence of that light which Christ reveaka^ 
himself ^^ the Light of the world," a glprioii3 
accomplishment of those long-predicted wpn4ers ; 
especially when we include the fact, too litUe 
ppticed, that where this light has been once, we- 
VjaUingly diffused, although it often has been, and 
continues to be, dreadfully and ruinously darken^, 
yet rarely, if ever, has polytheism resumed its 
ancient sway. 



^ — :.;,. 



Meditate next on the singular and hapless 
jffWje, among whom alone arose that lengtheijed 
series of predictions ; from whom also the mighty 
ir^^igious innovation which fulfilled them, first went 
forth : and see in their whole story since, and their 
^pndition at this day, the fulfilment of another series 
Wjarcely less extended; bearing strange reference 
to their own fearful destinies; begun more than 
tjbree thousand years ago by their venerated law- 
giver, renewed by their most honoured prophets^ 
sealed at length by Him whose mission they S9 

Great events may sometimes be foreseen by the combined ligbt of 
experience and penetration; but that this should be the period 
to make reconciliation for iniquity — to bring in everlasting i^hte* 
ousness — and to anoint the " Most Holy," — that the death of 
Christ should connect itself with such events as these, is what no 
liuman sagacity could anticipate. '^ Surely the divine wisdom wdtild 
not have ordained these things to happen in complaisance to thf 
fancies of an impostor or enthusiast^" 

^ Ver. de la Rel. Chret, t. i. p. 488 et supra. (Edit. 1689.) 
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fatally despised. From the foretold and frightful 
doom of their metropolis and temple, from the frus- 
trated attempt to rebuild that renowned sanctuary*, 
from their ''proverbial" ignominy, t Aeir unparal- 
leled '' scattering" J and '' sifting," and distinct- 
ness still *' amonc^ all nations," '' like as corn is 
sifted in a sieve ;"§ in short, from the whole judicial 
sequel, in *' plagues'* thus '' wonderful," and of so 
'* long continuance," || — how can we choose but 
gather clear " instruction," as well as deep " astcV- 
nishment," ^ at the verification of the oracles of 
God! 

Once more, retrace the simultaneous rising, the 
concurrent greatness and parallel decline, of the Ma- 
hometan and Papal tyrannies, — ^the two vast forma 
of Antichristian domination; — and in these awful 
scenes of our own era, spreading over two-thirds of 
its whole extent and unfinished still, further ascer- 
tain the prophetic claims both of Jewish and Chris- 
ban scriptures. Remember that the nation who 
reject the mission both of Paul and John, had, long 
before the times of these apostles, placed the book 

* Ammiau. Marcell. lib. xxiii. c. i. f Dent, xxviii. 37. 
\ Deut. xxviii. 25 and 64. Levit. xxvi. 33. Jer. ix. 16. Ezek. 
rnO, 12. Hos.iii. 4. 

§ Amos ix. 8-9. || Dbut. xxviii. 59. 
^ Ezek. V. 15 ; on which see Davison^s Lectures on Prophecyi 
pp. 452-3. 
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tiauance since- his time^ ia conaexion wilh; an uiuk* 
Crying expectation by that people of iheir gzcat 
Deliverer^ ttyough a new s^e like oiiiB».in whiebcdi 
diotinctbna and ideas ha^e themseh^es beeascatteral 
wd ^ trodden under foot of men,'* has beei^ and 
liecomes year by year, more signalljF instniGtiTe stiiL 

Thus also do we witness, beyond aay fiumer 
generation, the protracted exiejtenoe; and. thsr uni0- 
trieved decline both of the Papacy aiid of h* 
lamism; and diough their loz^^ndunng swagr and 
slckw procliyity to fall, may render these sceiMS leas 
^ marvellous in our eyes," we know that thia slov- 
Bess is but analogous to that of other sequenMs asd 
movements which Providence has ordered er feae^ 
mitted, both in the phjrsical and social system. 

hi this manner events that, during ages» have 
stood forth as stupendous seals for the veracity of 
God's holy word, become stiLl broads and. mexe 
palpable by the accession of those new margins and 
inscriptions, which revolving centuri^ mystmoiisly 
iumex. 

Nor is the scorn of unbelievers, which has gfoimk 
more overt and hostile, since scriptural and active 
piety revived conjunctly with civil and rdigjooa 
freedom, an wnpredicted scorn. Have we any title 
to expect that, in our ^' last days," it should oease^ 
unless when the awful advent which it challengei^ 
shall suddenly rebuke and silence ii for t^tev ? 
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Let aach> mea '' set their mouth against the 
while their ^^ tongue walketh through 
tibe eavth/' as if they held the '' line andmeasuriog^ 
iCttd**^^ of the Et^naL:«^we must stiU^ askr*— wher^ 
vnAt AbH they blot those marks and signets^ of EKs. 
Smeadenee? Hew do< they deface or mek away 
thoas! YBst and self-enlarging seals^ '^ graven as witb 
am ir©m pen " ia. the liring " rock " of history ; eom* 
^t^edag the- greatest national and religious revo* 
lutioiESs &om the days of Tiberiue to our own, and 
iAoBfi^ answering to diversified trains of predictions^ 
^haae wmote priorily na rational exaauner dis~ 

Are not these seals most manifestly indeliblie; 
and whei less do they attest than the divine inspi- 
tatiiaa of the writings where those prophecies wer» 
^cddreeoided^ and the omniaci^it, unceasing sove«>. 
seignty of Jehovah who inspired them ?-^ What ]es& 
tluoi tha^ '* the Lord Giod Omnipotent reigneth,^*"^ 
tlnfr *' His eyes are upon the ways of men/' that 
He ^ uDdexstaadeth thek thought a&r off," and: 
^ipevketh aU things/' — ^though concurrently witk 
vim -s firee-agency>~^^' aAer the counsel of His own 
ymikT' — whal hsat thaa that (aa these scriptures 
solemnly announce^ and as reason compels every real 
tittist Xq believe) He ia the "^ God of ^ruth«" tine 
«• Holy One,'^ ** who cannot fie,'* and whose ** mercy 

* Ezek. x1. 3. 
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endureth for ever?" Are w^ then^ !hesMrtlessly:to 
refinquish our trust in those of his pnedictioDS aod 
{Promises, which as yet are unfulfilled? He wlu^ 
by his first despised and unacknowledged a4veiit 
Ibransfomied the worship and habitudes and. sent^ 
mentB of half the worlds has said, ^* Hereafter 
sh^ye see the Son of man sitting on tlie right hand 
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven^'* 
aW again, by the pens of apostles^ *f He /shall 
Qome to be glorified in his saints;*' and *^ behold He 
Cometh with clouds ; and every eye shall see Him; 
and they also which pierced Him."* These latter 
passages, let it be observed, are from the very same; 
books of scripture which have before been cited, as 
containing wonderful prophecies in part fulfilled, and 
still in progress of fulfilment. We may add that 
the book of Daniel, which was cited with those, 
aiiKticipates likewise, in distinct and lofty terms, that 
glorious final coming. ^^ I looked in visions of the 
night, and behold with the clouds of heaven came 
one like a Son of man. — His dominion is an eternal 
dominion which shall not pass away, and his empire 
that which shall not be destroyed."! Shall we 
refiise a patient credence to assurances like theses 

* 2 Thess. i. 7-10, and Rev. i. 7, 
t Dan. vii. 13, 14. Dr. J. P. Smith's version, Scrip. Test. i. 448. 
'^The Rabbinical^commentators, without exception, appear .to bavft 
acknowledged the application of this text to the Messiah." Ibid. 
450. Note B. 
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fhim'Hite wliose '^ determinate counsel and fotie*^ 
knowledge " the very same writings, by the fiiUil*. 
laerd bt their other great oracles, demonstrate, andt 
at^'ttiembelves thus proved to* have been prompted 
by' Hiihself? If scoffers mock our hopes, and 
defd,<i1ie Itis attributes and dispensations with tfar 
^heli^e 6f what ^ men count slackness,'' it were well to 
ask,— ^for our own profit if not for theirs,— How nedr 
WAS Messiah's ^r9^ victorious coming, when Balaam^ 
iti k'eluctant trance, had lately uttered, ^* I shall see 
Hidij but not now, I shall behold Him, btit not 
High ; there shall come a star out of Jacob 5 "-—whi^il 
dn& patriarch had declared in dying, '' the sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, until Sbiloh come;* 
ixti another amidst his anguish had triumphantly 
ejcdaimed, *^ I surely do know my Redeemer, the 
Liviiig One, and he, the Last, will arise over the 
dust;"* — or when Abraham, yet earlier, was di* 
Vinely promised, ^' in thee shall all the fataiilies oS 
the earth be blessed?" 

Ha:d your lot been among ** dweUers at Jeru- 
salem " in the days when Pompey made Judsca tn* 
butary, or when Crassus seized the treasures in He 
temple, would you have been then less prone thaii 
now to ask — where is the promise of Messiah's 
coming ? — ^What indication was in those times dis' 
cernible, (unless it were that gloomy and ambiguous 

* Job xiz. Dr. J. P. Smith's Tersion, ia Scrip. Test i. 286* 
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pfospect '^the aeeptre" ready to '' depwt fran 
Jttdah/') of bis appearing whom the ancient Qradbsi 
fbretold? Yet within one centurj «ftep> the *' star 
out o£ Jacob" had arisen; the gatiberer of' the 
nations^ the Light of all earth's ftunilies^ had sett 
fedii faisrheEidds tc^ the Gc^itiles ; the Redieeinier had 
and snfiered and departed in whom 



have had ^ a lively hope/* that they, Ukft 
hdm^ shall ** arise over the dust;.'* aiiif frosi thafe 
epoch, die seala of the world's hist«»y are atiaudiedi 
naeparahly to the Tolume of the church's, hopea^ 
For never »ace has there been wanting some gfeaft 
and progressive class of facts, respondeat to tfaoaa 
same and other trains of signal and remote 'poh' 
diction. And have we not in these, a mode and 
aeries cf prophetical testinxony tar more sustainis^ 
to our ftdtb, than even all the long succession, diver-* 
sity, and amplaiication of unfuffilkd propheeies con- 
cerning the Christ could be, to those^ who beftwehst 
first advent, '^ looked for redemption m Jerusalem l^ 
How can we bend to these testimonies the mmd's 
eye and ear,. — tracing thus the eariiest signatunnr e£ 
what claimed to be Heaven's. Presdence, r&-wriltes 
bf vast events on the tablete of the liviog^ worid^r-*- 
hearing thus the solemn voices of '* Moses and the 
prophets " echoed by £au;ts that, through aH.^ kMUne 
days,"^ have filled the trump of h]storyy-*>withoiit m 
deepened impression that *' verily " there ^^ ia a 
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Cod who judgeth in the earth;" that ''the Hdy 
One of Israel is " indeed '^ our King," that hia 
^' counsels of old are &ith(!ulness;" that '' good is 
Jehovah^ eternal his mercy, and for all generatiooa 
histi'uthr* 

But then, if amidst the freshness and strength of 
this impression^ we turn to meditate the order of tha 
universe around us, — what clear perpetual echoes ace 
hourly tlieTwe also responding to the word of promise, 
and to every proof of a divine administration,, in the 
movements which we call processes of nature, and 
too faintly recognise as agencies of God I The 
amazing naechanism of the heavens; the familiav 
succession of yearly verdure and of daily sunrise; 
the ever-controlled and refluent tides; the uniform 
instincts of imnumb^ed animals; incessantly oeaa* 
sure us, though we listen not, of an Omniscient 
vigilance and immutable fidelity. Among the most 
astonishing parts and evidences of this compIeiQ 
order (the great rule or index indeed by which 
many other parts of it are observed and ascer^* 
tained) is the exactness of those celestial motions 
which mete out what we call our Time. The 
prolongation of these (like the continuous progrese 
of some fulfilments of prophecy) is a cumulative €as 
germinating argument for th^ stead&st unintermitted 
leign of the Most High. By how mudb therefiwe 

«Fkc^— lilt 
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the *' promise*' is deferred^ ifhile yet we. calculate 
from heaven's unerring dial the years of its delay,-::- . 
by 90 much, in tliat very reckoning, do new siup^of 
proof accrue, for the perfections, of the .Prpmiser, 
Each century which has become con^lete, each, 
edipse which has been computed and observed^.. 
eae)i waxing and waning moon, every year that has., 
been joined to the eighteen hundred t^at are fiir 
evei^.gpoe, — nay each diurnal rotation, of oureartl^in 
its swift and accurate career,-*-while made by scorers 
a n^w plea and topic of disbeUef, has been in eflf^t 
one-added and punctilious tribute of creation to .tb|9 
perf<^ rule of the Supreme : — at once a &ilfilme^t , 
of. the special promise, " summer and winter mid 
day and night shall not cease,*' * and a ceaselesfi, . 
echo to the authoritative words, ^* Hath God said 
and shall He not do ? or hath He spoken and shall 
Ha not make it good?"t — "My counsel shall 



stand and I will do all my pleasure!" J 

When we reach, therefore, either in personal jQir, 
pnblic calendars, some new annual demarcation,., <>£:. 
that vast but divinely regulated progress, — ^when the,, 
"noiseless foot of Time" seems to touch one of 
those great invisible chords that mea3ure out hi^^ 
realm, — and his own memento of the transient ?and 
the dying vibrates at a birth-day's sunset on the., 
heart of one, or at new-year's eve upon the hearts of 

« Gen. viii. 22. f Numb, xxiii. 19. X Isai zlvi. 10. 
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lations,— this' very thrill of feeling dhould briiig with 
t to faith^ nay and to reason likewise, a new tneniKv** 
ial of his unchanging " ordinances," who '' hangetb. 
he earth upon nothing;" who '^ causeth the daty*-' i 
pring" bodi natural and spiritual "to know hi&.' 
>ldce;" who has said^ *' Behold I come quicklyi;* 
lid my reward is with me, to give unto every taiii 
xjcording as his work shall be !-' ' ' 

Must we still be taunted with the word '' ^fcWy>^*' 
-:^s if irreconcilable with this prolonged delay ? 
Ask him who so refers to it,— -especially if, thotigfc^ 
undevout," he have any acquaintance with astro-' 
komy, — ^whether he considers the swiftest of dis6d-'' 
^ered planets, Merculy, to move " quickly '"in its 
►rbit? and whether he will accept a computactiotl' 
ffaich some observers have greatly exceeded, as tb 
he distance of the fixed stars? Then supposfe; ' 
■and of course as a mere supposition) that no kdonei^ ■ 
lad the Prince of Life ascended — ^perhaps by instattV 
atieous miracle — *' far above all heavens," than He 
ictually began the triumiphal and judicial regress of • 
ds final advent ; and ever since, encomipassed by " hi» 
nighty angels," has approached us with a vdocity 
q\ial to that with which Mercury revolves. Ques- 
ion the objector, how soon would this awfiil pro- 
sesision reach our world even from the nearest 
tar; and he may answer you, — ^in about eight 
housand years. Should he however add, — this 
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were but a lingering rate of prepress for Him who 
orders and impels the flight of swnbeamsy — let it be 
remembered that the local distance we bare assigned 
fer the commencement of that progress is relatireijr 
narrow : that the ^ heaveof of faeaiE^rais^" tbe cesAak 
glory*, the abode of the * Majesty on High,** i^ 
i&all likelihood, immensely more remote: Herachei 
having '* discovered objects whose distances b^ealK 
madies to- be so great, that their %A^mu8t have teen 
pearly two miUionsr of years in trave]£ng- down te- 
vs." t But the radiations or undulatiens of l%ht 
possess a velocity so surpassing and incomprehen- 
sible, that for this among other reasons ite naatv- 
liality has been qaestioned ; and yet a space wUcb 
light has been twice ten thousand centuries in ti»* 
tersing, ^' probably comprehendss but a small part 
of the universe." J 

Let ns therefore miagine (which, I repeat, in w 
degree im^es or intimates such an optmon) that the 
• agn of the Son of man " were not to be ** reveakd 
front heaven," for millennial cycles of ages yet t9 
come, — would it even then be for modem phUotf^^ 
to inMmiate that he spake not truly, or even not tt9* 
rtdly, when affirming " Behold I come quickly ?'* 

Must an orb, compared with whose rapidity the 
voiceof thunders and the flight of our swiftest missiks 

*' Note €, at end of Tolinne. 
t Phil. Trans. 1802. Quoted in Vinc&'s Confiitation of AibeMfli 
p. 29. X Ibid. 
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of destruction are but tedious^ be yet eighty cen- 
turies * traversing a small portion of our visibla 
heavens^ — must rays or undulations which ai9 
inconceivably more rapid that that orb^ be miUionB 
of years in reaching us from some remoter star, — aaA 
AaR it be said that the '' chariots of God" are like 
those of Egypt's host, who *^ drave them heavily,'* 
because not yet arrived at these suburbs or outskirts 
of creation from the central throne and ^ right hand 
of the Most High?" Ere He who "sitteth 
tberoon" shall have fulfilled his glorious progress^ 
** travelling in the greatness of his strength," mom 
swiftly than planets or than sunbeams in theii 
courses, with all that '' dread magnificent array,"—- 
bovr many proud measurers of ^' handja-breadths^** 
wiaot exdakn, forget&l of their boasted science, 
" Your Lord delayeth his coming," may have been 
borne away by inexorable Death to meet Hdmi? 

If the rsqpid undulations of the minutest soundt 
and the &r more rapid movements of planets, an 
tiriciiy governed by Him with whom is ^ no varia^ 

^ These rough numbefs are fotmded on. the statement in JSitafn 
CflsloiiBdiA, that ** a camion hall moving at the late of abont IS 
miles a minute, would be 760,000 years passing from the nearest 
fixed star;"' and that " sound, which moves at the rate of about 
13^ mileii a minute, would be 1,120}000 years** traveraing th« 
same distance. It is stated'in Bonnycastle's Astronomy (p. 31), that 
Mercury in its course round the sun '^ moves at the rate of about 
105,006 miles an hour ;** more than 130 times as fast as the ffight 
ofMund. 
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bleneS8,'' nor does any irregularity betrayevew'^' at 
ihadow of turning/* shall not his own aippro^h^'lbe 
expected with as coiifideut and ** ps^nt waititf^ 
as the return of comets that have vamsfaed fibk 
eur skies? ' • 

But while thus the fixed and moving worlds,. )ft 
oneeby their sameness and their revolutions/ tfa^ 
Feanoteness and celerity, utter unnumbered ecUMik 
t0ithe recorded ^' word/' — so also that change dA 
progression in human affairs^ which, amidst mudl df 
like < sameness and stability, become yearly itUr^i 
observable, present to us another order of conDbot-^ 
fKtive iacts, which, though on a minuter scale, artf 
p^haps not less significant. I have said, — amidnt 
lioueh of like sameness and stability; — befcause 
in* many points, the unchangeableness and coiltt- 
pletenessof divine sovereignty are strongly matii- 
fested in the limitation of human nature as to its 
capacities and its advances. The boasted *' perftc^ 
tibility" of certain self-sufficient and imaginative 
speculators in Europe, remains as ideal as di6 
earthly immortality of Lao-Kung in China.* StiD, 
as in the Psalmist's age, " the days of our years are 
three score years and ten." The bodily form and 
constitution, the daily wants, the mental affections 
of man are mainly unaltered. His Maker and 
Preserver " hath appointed the bounds that he 

* Barrow*8 Chinaj p. 4G3. 
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pannot p^B." No philosophic voice dares tell us, 

**„be that believeth on me shall never die:" " Iwill 

raise, hun up at the last day :** but the divine* voice 

vf^ioh spake those words with authority, and in 

whose name they are reiterated^ still challenges 

tl^ " wise" of this world to add. *' one cubit to his 

slature/' or " make one hair white or black.'* 

Amidst those permitted advances, and noble aug«- 

K^ntations of power, which we are now to speak of, 

m^n remains at most points as dependent as ever* 

UQS^blle to add one month to his life^ or one muscle to 

his frame. He is still constrained, as in the dayvof 

Qidpieut times» to view himself as " fearfully and 

Ypnderfully made " by some unseen and undiakig^ 

ijjig Power ; and those changes in the condition and 

cap^ities of the race, of which in his generation he 

is invited to avail himself, are the permitted work of 

stations and of ages ; in which his own share, if it be 

any ,1 is for. the most part very minute. Yet on the 

other h^nd, amidst all this sameness and these 

X]i(iarked restraints, how important and accelerated 

are those advances of human science^ art, and power t 

The great though simple invention of '' imprinting,"* 

fri^ all its consequent applications, which has given 

<oe«ai9 of cheap and boundless diffusion for scriptural 

9^d all other knowledge, — ^that likewise of optical 

' * This word, (seen on old titlepages,) may include, I think, with 
iypography in all its modes, the kindred atts of lithography, en-^ 
(praving, &c., with their most recent improyementi. 
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instruments and mathematical prooesses whiek have 
perfected the art of navigation^ — the recent accesskm 
to this and other modes of locomotion^ by an aih 
loense motive force^ — ^the conjunct tendency of thise 
things to spread both scientific and revealed tnitk 
swiftly throughout the worlds and the fact tbat eadi 
of these discoveries was made in countries enfigfatened 
by the gospel^ — all these are wonderfully consoranit 
with the written and once spoken promise, '' BehoUi 
I come !" They are as new voices in the wildemesi 
of earthly labours, or amidst the desert of human 
•disappointments, which cry " Prepare ye the way of 
the Lofd, make straight a highway for our God." 

I doubt not that some of the ^'wisehearted,"*4i 
ingenious and inventive, forgetting whence their own 
talents came, have sneered at the language of Moses, 
when he describes the " Son of Uri" as ^ called** 
and filled with a heaven-descended ^' spirit," that he 
might '^ devise curious works ;" might attain expert- 
ness in arfs unknown to his nation, and aptness to 
teach others also, in order to the prompt completion 
of a fitting sanctuary. But such scorn, if not athe- 
istic, is at least self-idolizing and superficiaL ^ Tte 
Father of lights," while he confers and sustadnsk 
those who indulge it each faculty and each acqimt- 
ment which themselves possess, does but permit tluit 

*** Using the term in that veiy limited sense which it has inEzod. 
zzviii. 3. — xxzi. 6. — ^zxxv. 25, &c.— Those texts are curiomiljr iUu^ 
trated by Aristotle,— &i!DL.^icom.\«\vc. 7. 
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infalnaticHi <sf tiieir pride^ &at bHnd deification tf 
j9econd causes or successive means^ by which ithoy 
Jaaim to despise a Teference to His special .proid- 
*deBce almost as mudh as to His special grace. It 
;»nist istSl be tm^ in the judgment of real theists^ 
c(and not "die less for that chain of causes Mxr hustru- 
•saentsii^diich 'those men exclusiyely regard and boast 
ao£) that " every good gift" descends from Gfcod. 
.'IParticularly with respect to every intellectual power 

and effort, the question of a most ancient book will 
never lose its force — '^ Who bath put wisdom intdbe 

inwaid parts, or who hath given understanding 1o 

tbe heart?"* The same book supplies our oniy 

'right answer, — ^"The inspiration of Ibe Ahn^bty.'Vj- 

Whatever hyperbole and ajqiroaeh to impious 

ifiattery there may be in Pope's epitaph on our great 

'^yiosopher, none biit a virtual atheist can doubt 

Aat it expresses a great truth in dedaving, 

** Crod said, let Newt&n be i** 

And:«o concerning each and all of our race, imknown 
'or'well known, illustrious or obscure, who, whether 
Hby aid of a long train of -previous lights and 
•preparatives, or by seeming fortuity, have eontri- 
'buted something to the advancement of fnamtkind, it 
^hoifld be distinctly recognised tbat He who ordereth 
'afl^ings, has '* in very deed for this cause raised 

them up," or for this same purpose endowed them. 

The antecedent or surroundiDg train was laid eitber 

* Job zxzviii. 36. f Ibid, xzxiu 8. 
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by the cumulated labour of ages^ or by the fkh cpfh 
currence of natural gifts ; still it is as true, thoogh 
not as manifestly so^ of Faust or Gulenburg» QalSeo 
or Watt^ as of Bezaleel and Aholiab, that die Great 
, Disposer '^ called them by name/* and ordained them 
" to devise curious works."* If f^ the Assjrrian ".115^ 
*'the rod of his anger," the " staff" of his ^^in^ig- 
. nation/'f why shall not a Bacon^ or a Di^yy, car # 
. Kepler, be viewed as wands of his b^n^cent po;«rer» 
cleaving, as it were, the waves of obsK^urity aii^ 
error, smiting out the streams of knowledge, .in -the 
wilderness, or *^ blossoming" and *' yielding". im- 
^urcustomed fruits ? ^' Who hath made man's n^oi^tb^ 
or who maketh the dumb, or the deaf, or thej^ing, 
or the blind?" — or who confers the vigorous, capa- 
cious, penetrating intellect? There are, it may 
be, proud possessors of that gift (though I hope 
such a spirit has very rarely been associated vrith 
British science) who would scorn to be denominated 
instruments in the hand of the Supreme Intelligence. 
And so, doubtless, would the royal Assyrian have 
scorned to be termed the unsuspecting scourge in 
the hand of Divine Justice J. But in each case we 
may pertinently ask, — ^' Shall the axe boast itself 
against him that heweth therewith ?"§ We are 
obliged, as theists, and let it be also our consolation, 

* Exod. XXXV. 30-2. 

t Isai. X. 5. See Abp. Seeker in Lowth's Isai. vol. iL p. 106. 

X Isai.x. 7. § Isai. X. 15. 
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Sir Chrfstians, to trace in those advances which arise 
^^tt^iuxlst the sameness and feebleness of human society, 
*%tiift Which facilitate the Accomplishment of revealed 
^^irbtnises, new tokens and preludes of their approach- 
^fdg cbmpletion; new parts, as it were, in that grand 
^4f9Mure, whose very discords have in them a latent 
Kstrmony;' still ushering in the perfect consumma- 
tion ; still burdened with these solemn strains of pro- 
Jili^Miy,—'' Surely I come quickly/' — ^' behold I 
%SLkd all things new ! " 

''^ Once more, amidst those awakening secular 
ditanges, there is yet found a durability in the chief 
tffliets and best emotions of the sound parts of Christ's 
^Tirch, (wherever subsisting, , and by whatever civil 
Or' ecclesiastic forms connected or disjoined,) which 
yields a further and happy attestation that their 
source has. been divine. We might, indeed, have 
tanked this among the widening seals of prophetic 
promise ; the fulfilment, thus far, of those distinct 
assurances — *^ Lo I am with you always " — ^' the 
gates of hell shall not prevail :" — but passing by its 
claim as a fulfilled prediction, let us view it simply 
as an unexampled fact. Do not the steadiness and 
brightness of these sea-lights, (the true churches of 
Christ) through the tempests of all ages, contribute 
to show that they are founded on the everlasting 
rock, and still fed with fire from heaven ? 
Although the principles of the religious system 
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least remote flrom ours,— that oFyEdboxaety-^shmii' 
prove equally enduring, this wxrald present no parafidi 
Por who will pretend that in the best adherents>-'*4l^ 
*' true church" if I' may so speak^— of that false pn^ 
phet, (much as he was indebted to the gospel,) iMe»' 
has been or is that purity of moral principle; thldr 
chastened and transforming ardour of fkitiiy hope, 
a'nd charity; that pure but enlightened s^f^deind 
and philanthropy ; of which indisputable specimess 
still are found, under each diversity of name aaff 
form and section, among the disciples of Christ? 
We wondfer not, as far as human nature is concerned). 
att the permanence of the Mahometan system. '* Tltr 
-world" is not against it, for it was constructed to suit 
and captivate the world ; and if its " methodism," « 
zeal for its forms or for its fknaticism, were despised 
and persecuted, the world would cease to ^* love its 
own." These forms, and this fanaticism, it possesses^ 
in common with all or most of the idolatrous systems- 
which it condemns. The mosque, therefore, is not as* 
a sea-built light-house, with all the waves of worldly- 
passions sapping or assaulting it : it was reared onthc 
vton pillars of force, and its gilded lamps have been* 
fanned by luxurious breezes. But Christian churche8> 
properly so called, that is, the " faithful" of eadi' 
communion and of each assembly, forming coHec^ 
lively the church universal,— and each of these 
faithful personsr theniselves^-*«fe in some^tme and 



ht t pottS L Ti V smsm, '(thougM less otmousljrtilftnf oii 
ajo^ient times,) still '^ light-houses in the world. '^ '•^ 
fSfscay soch churchfes>— -th(nBand9> w«irust> in out 
etmt ami neighbouring lands,-— still thit«ri:He gleam 
of'AeirhaUbwed* watch-fires across^ the '^ troubled 
serf* of this world, ^^ whose waters east up min* 
and dnrt*" Of the multitudes who compose * them^ 
kwiU cherishes the separate yet combining spark of 
fiiffth' and* lore ; and all conspire to brighten in their 
dky those beacons which have withstood the storms 
of time, and' shed' some moral and celestial light 
eren on the darkest ages of our- era. Tbey hatfe 
glowed brightly amidst the hurricanes of persecute 
ihg violence which threatened their extinction, and 
they still' glow, if dimly, amidst the pestiferous 
varpour of unbelief which seeks to chill and quench 
them with its paralysing enmity. And even if many 
should be quenched, (as some unhappily have been>) 
and many should '' wax cold," — nay were there only 
left; which may God forbid, ^' seven thousand^' 
of our: millions, who had not bowed in the self-ido^ 
Iwtry of the godless, — ^yet would the " burning*' and 
growing "light'' of those, amidst their desolatenes8> 
still confirm their* mutual trust that God *^ abideth 
faithful;" and be an earnest of that fresh difiusioQ; 
Which his good pleasure can, in any region, and at 

* Phil. ii. 15. Saurin (Ser. vol. ix. p. 460, as quoted by Doddr. 
in loc.) suggests this allusion; 
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any moment, give, to ^^ thQ IJgbt that shineth in 
darkness." 

. In this sense the sighing of the heart, — ^wheD, 
though alloyed by impatience or distrust, it is yet 
devout and hopeful,— the Christian's spiritual atti- 
tude of vigilant expectance *, [^ looking for and 
hoBtening unto the coming of the day of God,*' — ]s 
as a light-bearing and flamy gem, like those 
which are related to have blazed upon the High 
Priest's mystic breast-plate + ; sparkling forth legibly 
— man is not made in vain, but made to be reunited 
with his God, — Sceptics have said, '' if God had 
given a revelation, he would have written it in the 
skies." J But besides its being, in one sense, true 
and obvious that He hath done so ; and in another 
sense, (as Dr. Paley has remarked,) contrary to the 
analogy of the whole system of things that He 
should do so § ; it is also most cheeringly true and 
apparent that He hath written it in the earth ; plac- 
ing within " earthen vessels" (as in the lamps of 
Gideon) heaven-descended flames, ever aspiring, 
discernible already by their warmth and gleaming, 
but ready first to shine forth brightly when the'ifrail 
pitchers crumble. Such flames inurned, and sonie- 
times in the meanest clay, have been always many, 
6^11 breathing heavenward, and each one — as a 






Paley*8 Evidences, v. ii. 347. } Ibid. 
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" tongue" of fire — ^responding to each word and echo of 
the heavenlj'^ promise — '^ Even so, come Lord Jesus.*' 

That ardent Rutherford, whose letters, through 
twenty years, had overflowed with ceaseless aspirct'-* 
tions, ' '^ Oh would my Lord cut short the months 
and hours, and overleap time, that we might 
meet;"* still in his dying weakness evermore ut* 
tered the impassioned wish, *^ Oh for arms to enof- 
brace Him : oh for a well-tuned harp ! " 

TTiat devoted Herbert, "whose temper seems gra* 
phically expressed in the piece entitled *' Home," 
beginning 

Come, Lord, my head doth bum, my heart is sick, 
While thou dost ever, ever stay; • . . • • 

Oh show thyself to me. 

Or take me up to thee ! 

s?ad with a calmer fervour a little before he de- 
parted, ^' I shall shortly leave this valley of tears, 
and dwell where these eyes shall see my Master 
and Saviour Jesus."— ^^ And this is my content, that 
I shall Uve the less time for having Uved this and 
the day past."t 

Howe, in a brief memorial of a benevolent 
and Christian physician. Dr. Henry Sampson, 
states, *' In all my conversation with him, no- 
thing was more observable than his pleasant and 
patient expectation of the blessed state which he 
now possesses ; the mention whereof would make 

* LeHen, p. 239. f Life prefixed \o Vin ^omda^^. A\«. 



. joy:q>arkk in .his «ye^ . and <^ki&e.1ia» o^tm^^ 
'with such tokens of ^ereiiity^ .iis ^M>wed['ao(d^i^r 
jfied submissioii, ^th an iinrdtud^nt^dUmgae^'to 
^ait for that time ivhioh the wisdom s^ godSh^^ 
lof God should jiidge seaaooaUe for ins .I>ein4yv£d <^ 
lof a world which he loved not; nor yet could dis- 
sect from any-sense x)f -its unkindn6ss to'faim^.faut 
j^nly from die prospect. he had of a heUer,"** * 

How fully the biographer himself partook ' the 
iemper which he > here delineates as evinced /by a 
friend, remarkably appears in his having *'' once 
told his wife, that though he loved her as well as is 
fit for one creature to love another, yet if it were 
put to his choice whether to die that momeM, or to 
live that night, and the living that night would 
secure the continuance of his life for seven years to 
come, he declared he would choose to die that 
moment." t 

And lest it should be insinuated that, however it 
may be with divines or devotees, this holy flame has 
now gone out in minds really imbued with modem 
science, quenched by that broad clear day-light,— -as 
our coal-fires are found to grow faint and lifeless 
if exposed to the bright sunbeams, — I shall add the 
recent instance of a physician distinguished by scien- 
tific and literary .merit ; the late Dr. Thomas Ba:te- 
jnan. In an excellent memoir, composed (I am 

.,.,.. * Works, i. 6%.7. YoV^s^l. 
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,iaforiued) fay l^s uis^r, we are told that he:bad been 
.inclincid ^*'to tbe, wretched doctrine of Materialism/* 
<aiid ^^ sceptical respecting the truth of Divine Reve- 
.latipn.'* But exactly twelve months before his 
decease, (which occurred '* in the prime of life, at 
the age of forty-three/') he attained a happy per- 
-suasion of that truth which he had long opposed. 
^It deserves attention, that during four previous 
. years of illness (from 1815 to 1820) he continued 
in " total estrangement from God and religion ;'* 
and not less, — that " his mind retained all its 
powers in full vigour to the last moment of life, 
and was never once clouded or debilitated."-^^ 
^' During the last week especially, the strength and 
'<jlearness of his intellect and of his spiritual per- 
ceptions were very remarkable; and on its beii^g 
one day observed to him, that as his bodily powers 
decayed, those of his soul seemed to become more 
vigorous, he replied, — ^They do, exactly in an inverse 
ratio ; I have been very sensible of it." — " He con- 
versed with the greatest animation all the day and 
almost all the night preceding his death, prin- 
.cipaUy on the joys of heaven and the glorious 
change he was soon to experience, often exclaiming> 
— ^What a happy hour will the hour of death be ! — 
.Some. of his. last words were — Oh yes! I am glad 
to go, if it be the Lord's will. — He shut his eyes 
and lay quite composed, and by and by said, 
— WJbat gkwyi the .angeU axe .via^^^^s:^ %^ 
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Then a^fter anothei:; short -. int^iiTdl - of ■• qui**,' '-he 
added,— rLord Jesus^ .reoeir^; tnyi^aoul;— ^aady*itx> 
tbo^e whp were aJ?out hiav— f-fiwrew^t Tihese new? 
\the last word^ be spofce," . la aWu)! ien, ^iiuatilfls 
gfter this he breathed bis. lafit> on, *f; the 9thi of Aptfl, 
1821, the very day on which, twelve, nfonths'tefore^ 
Jpds jcQind \^ been firat awakened. itoi the hopes land 
jpys of the ever^blessed g^geb.'?H--r^"« WJiaij a oo»- 
trast." (adds bis biog):apJl|iier>) f^ did his- actual' de- 
parture form to what \ had i^ason to apprehen^, 
when I watched over his couch in Londony.expediag 
that every moment would be his last ! and : when, 
with a hard indifference and insensibility, he talked 
pnly of going to his ^ last sleep!' And how daa I 
worthily acknowledge the goodness of Almighty 
God, who effected such a change in his state !"* 

Thousands of Christians, quite unknown to fame, 
but well-known to ^^ brotherly kindness,'' have evinced, 
in their humble days of life and hours of death, a 
desire and hope as fervid and as pure. And is not 
each such instance, near us or remote, a living voice 
the more, — testifying, like all the rest, that heavenly 
power awakened it ? One of the devout men who 
have been mentioned as strongly exemplifying this 
spirit, thus comments on its origin : — ^' He that 
hath wrought us for this selfsame thing is God.**--^ 

♦ Memoir in the Christian Observer, Nov. 1821, p. 665-72,— 
vrhich has since been republished as a tract ; and also in an en- 
larged form, as a separate volume. TVie 1«&1 1 have not leen. 
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'^ For>that siich a work should be done* upon i^tich 
< creatures ; ' to mould tbem into sufeh a "frame, thiit 
noTr notiiing terr^trial, ritSthihg temporary, nothing 
-within the regkm of niortality will satisfy ; biit'they 
kre restless for that state wherein mortality shall bfe 
swallowed up of life,- — ^This is the work of Deity I**^ 

The' natural desire of life to come, and the dread 
into which this is changed by crime, are justly ad- 
duced by sound philosophy as among the ** strdiig 
'presumptions of a future state."t B^^ this naturdl 
desire is manifestly faint and variable, in comparisoii 
with that new and concentrated sentinient of hope 
'and love which bums in hearts that have most stead- 
fastly embraced the gospel promise. Ts not this 
latter therefore to be held '^ a strong presumption,"^ 
a noble experimental argument, for the reality 6f 
that pure and lofty happiness from which sinful 
. Mature shrinks, but ^vhich this gospel ^t oiic'e dfii- 
elodes and makes lovely ? Let Ms watch and* iprd^ 
'fat growth in every grace, that w^e may be far molfb 
unquestionably numbered among the^e d!sp(irili^ 
^ioitnesses, v^Yicfse ^' dtisienship " is sbUaanifestly ''*lii 
iieaven.-' It- should be remarked that the di^ihfe 
ori^n of thoise desires and hop^ is c<>tiflMied^i<y 
Ish^ir iWt being' of a selfish chatattef ; not 'sighs" lof 
«meri personal h^avin^s' or paiti^— ftbt ' fbr rtMe ^^ji 

•_ . ♦ Howe?* Worla, 1680.' ■ f' " 

.'.V, . t J)ugald3t9WftrtAct« and Mor;jPkme«t>ii.iS06« et-SJUii ' ^"^ 
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ioiial deliverance fromceniicts and horn ^nopsawih^ 
but sighB which are syiupadietic; first 'wifth'^ 
^hole bodyof Christ)-— for ''if onaim«nbersufier4A 
the members sympathize;'-'*' then mingliog^witbtbe 
interceding 'groans of all that mystio body with wii 
for '' the whole creation/' for the last triutupiii 
over sin and every pang that, flows from it; -for that 
blest day when the Spirit of- God ahalbmove tipad 
human hearts as once upon the waiers^ -^and <aJil 
our alienated race shall hail and adorn And oale* 
brate his " great salvation 1" 

Such was the sympathy of Paul when he wiwte^ 
-r-^' Brethren, my heart's desire ;and prayer to GW 
for Israel is, that they might be saved;'' and 
when his love to the Philippian church tempered 
and checked within him the fervent wish for what 
he knew to be ''incomparably better," — "to 
depart" and to be *' present with his Lord.'' 

These surely are not the feelings of an earthly 
and degenerated nature^ but derived from Him 
with whom the apostle longed to be " at home;*' 
who " loved the church and gave Himself tor it;" 
the " Good Shepherd" who "laid down his life 
^for the sheep'." It is true that some ofusare disr 
tressingly conscious to the languors, intermission^ 
jind even dubiousness, perhaps, of this e^pirit ia 
ourselves; yet none who, perceive its excellence, 
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•-Mkd pray &» its perfecdcm^ oaa be wanwutedilo 
fjda^air that thej skaU participate the boon; but 
iiane rather bound to believe that> by Him who will 
not '^ quench the snioking flax/' the spark whiah 
- £[e has kindled is discerned in all its weakness^ 
iAod jshall be cherished still. 

This spirit of sympathy embraces even the in- 

«f«]»0r<fci9ns,of ^entieat life. It looks^ as we ha;iFe 

ifiaid>'i$i peiisii^ bi^e upon '^ the whole creation.;" 

^<- traviaiiing in. pain " as ibr some great deliverauoe ; 

. ajiul sighs for that new paradise where all modes 0^ 

;bl«iXkeless suffering, incidentally the fruits of sm, 

• shall cease for ever; amply ccnnpensated perhap9> 

.^as.weSl as terminated, by unforeseen resources of 

Almighty goodness. But far more constant and 

deep will be these sentiments, on behalf of such.as 

^re Unked with us in the strongest bonds of natune 

.And society. Often too faint and superficial to- 

Awards the whole church and towards mankind at 

; large,— they will be more profound and fervent, as 

.indeed they ought to be, in reference to friends, and 

..k^Sbdred and fellow-Christians, with whom we >are 

.•espeiDially '^ knit together in love." Let it not 'be 

.thought^ that piety, while it expands our affection^^ 

is meant or adapted to equalize or level them. It 

•perwts and consecrates to each heart those closer 

^aadtdearer affinities, whJle it creates a new ^i^y 

riYith .all the brothterhood of Christy mi asserta 
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that wit^>the' wider brotherlkKxl'ief'^maii:); pvonqibi 
ing continuully th& gteat > petitionN^'^ <Ilome> * >LcM 
Jesus/ ■ flmd make these- fraternities but oiie,**^^«i» 
fold?* tinder '^ one Bhephcrd.'* •• '■ «:^" .i.t-'i ^j 

Thtis indeed will the whole sjlnpathy "Mid iate»« 
cession of Christians be collectively fcnoBt.wald&fid 
and intense;: when each indulges the aipocal«flSiv 
sion of theii' warmth and fulness ia those; neallBBt^ 
dee^t channels, which affectieit' and')associeliHi 
must have wrbaght around iis. How^often'inajrws 
thus be prompted to pour forth the de^vout^titittv 
''Come, Lord Jesus, '^ in each ^varied aceepMion 
which it admits ! — as it implores either his spiritual 
coming to renovate the unrenewedvto sooth the dis^^ 
consolate and perfect the departing,-*^6f his last and 
visible advent to transform the living and sumpnoii' 
forth the dead. ' 

How earnestly on behalf of those who are " bone' 
of our bone and flesh of our flesh," from whom we 
know a few short years must sever us>— that thi* 
divine Redeemer would embrace them with us in a' 
yet stricter, happier union, — or, if we be thus unit- 
edly already his, would mature us together for end- 
less companionship in that mansion which He as- 
cended to provide ! 

How tenderly for the " near and dear " whom 
we would fain have locally nearer or by intimacy 
dearer; whom seas or continents may have sundered 



fiMipi; vt8, or 'whoia.i dtffbrenoea o£ cammunioik and 
^dncktionniiiy at adtne: points dissodate^ or with 
wkemother causes may^peeckicle the fukipestramed 
expression of a deep regard>t-*that be wchild sjM^ 
taally eooae/ to each/ make usi more indubitahlyi 6ne 
kBuWim, isad prepare - us fOr thotHdme :whei« 
▼astndts shjall inivolfe: no vemotenessv* wheve^ diver^it^ 
Sfhallinduoe no shade of alienation^ andrwheire th» 
tenderest sentiments of halloilred love inlay T^eflfnse 
tiiemselves withblit peserYo and multiply, {themn 
sdhres for ever!- .■.*.■;•■;:; ■ -•.:,....•• j -..• -n-.i • 
• How fervently AS to the nearest ahid delirest that 
aregone^ — ^who 'already f^ sleep, in Jesus/* *wthoiB^ 
in the pomp of that divine appearingy f^shaU God 
hring with Him^-^-T^^that He would soon • presents 
this perfected and blissfiil train> . among whom, wtv 
are each to recognise some that were ** lotelyiinr 
their' Uves^'' and^. spiritually, in their -deaths nldre 
'*v lovely;" who, if the ^'patience bf hope '%, and, 
the gentleness of meek endurance be pledges fix^ 
the new smd heightened loveliness of forms -whidi' 
death has marred^ will at '^ his coming'' put C4L 
the fairest forms of " inoorruption/' the undying 
types and due concomitants of a £^ritual beauty 
that shall best reflect his own ! ' Even a chief of > 
modem sceptics could perceive, that /^ the most 
consoling hope " which ^' the beneficent Divinitjr 



iiQonfers on .virtuous ^jninds/V is. tibat of ^VJieunkai, 

df^hepe, there aball heiiko m/ate tft«"^ ^^f fffurtwig f 

; And could .-own that '^.^a |)Eofomid jsod vital -aoiti- 

jment has inspired and excited and enligb^modmir 

f. reason^ to make it embrace with transport^tbisifire- 

.^us ex;pectation,'the desire -of -wJiidbi behoved; to 

iwake^ not in cold philos^^pbie oinderatandisige^ tot 

in hearts which loved." * 

With what superior certainty asud Wiapjtxier icuns- 
.port may Christians. fix on this ^' oonsolii^ . hope^f 
inspired and sanctioned for them, . not nfterely hf 
the dim though earnest visions or .glioxipses of 
aaature^ but by the explicit promise of a peirfect 
social bliss ; when our " Father" of whoiaa ^'itibe 
"whole faaxnly in heaven and earth is named/' shall 
liave '^ gathered his children together,'' .and He 
that '^ is not ashamed to call them brethren " 
shall hai^e called them visibly into fraternal otneness 
with Himself! The blessed ,and celestial oha- 
jacter of such a promise, the tender hope with 
which unnumbered Christian hearts adhere to it, 
the accordance both of the promise and the hc^ 
with our universal nature's best . presentijEnents,«*- 
«are they not all divinely prophetic of the issue ? 
May we pray for the augmented, lunrouutting 

* lyjiemberty Eloge de Sacy. Quoted in Stewart's Act. and 
Itfor. Fowere, ii. 223. 
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oadiMxr of gueh; hqpe^ ^as a heavenly .voice bearing 
^{iiritaess^^th our epirite, whisperiiig in the darkest 
.t90lit«ide^ ^' Behold^ I oome quickly/' •and 'elicdtiiig 
•^verHiore the responsive si^f^lication^ '^ Com^^ 
dLfOrd Jesus!" 

And since we know that the ' blessedness of this 
tirieihle comiiQg^ and our gladness, in the ibrethought 
?ofit^.xnust essentially depend on a ppe\doiis and 
;abiindant,';9pm/t«<:^xx)ming of ^''Christ in us, the 
jhope of glory/' — on our being onoire and mooB 
renewed and changed into his moral image>— kmu* 
;7|nrayefs, both personal and interoessory, on this 
-rgreat subject, must ever include (as mats hinted 
; before) tJiese paramount requests. They should 
ibe Hke the " fervent " entreaties of Epaphras for 
iris- .brethren at Colosse, — that they might ^^ stand 
..perfect and complete in all the will of God/' and 
,4of Paul for his Thessalonian converts, that " the 
.'TBrery God of peace would sanctify them wholly, and 
iheir whole spirit soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto ike coming of our Lord- Jes^s Christ'* 
iOLiet.us ask for each other and ourselves — '^ Even so 
Tcome, Lord Jesus /' come> first, and sway thy spiri- 
-tual ficeptre here with a more constraining and 
^emancipating power: let it touch and unveil and 
';banish every hidden foe. Communicisite .richly thy 
zOwn lowliness .and purity. .Hasten the. hour wJhea 
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this shall never more be all that we. dare profeil 
(as now sometimes amidst contests or disquieiudei 
of heart), ^' I love to love thee !"— but when al 
every moment we may warmly breathe the emltin|; 
declaration, ^' Lord thou knowest all things, thoa 
knowest that I love Thee ! '* 

Liet us unite with a divine of the last age in his 
petitions for this heavenly love : ** Oh, make it 
great in us, good Lord, as well as in Thyself! 
Cause it to do marvels in our hearts, as it hath 
done in Thine ! " 

And when we contemplate more peculiarly the 
last and glorious advent, what prayers more appro- 
priate and excellent than those of the same writer! 
— '' Oh, let the splendour of that day irradiate my 
soul, even at this distance from it, and leave no 
space void of its light and comfort ! Yea, let it 
eclipse all other joys ; and by its glistering beauty, 
cause the small contentments of this world to seem 
but as so many glow-worms, which shine only in 
the night. — ^The spacious heavens hope to be filled 
with the majesty of Thy glory. The sun is but a 
weak image of Thy brightness, and will be content 
to go out to make room for Thee when thou ap- 
pearest. Whatsoever is lovely confesses it is but 
Thy shadow. Possess Thyself therefore. Lord of 
life and glory, entirely of this heart, which hath 
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■ be^n too lokigeBtranged from Thee. ' Impress such 

■ alively seriseof Thee and of thy glory there, that 

■ I may '«oon6r forget myself than Thee and thine 
t Appearing }" * 



>i • 



* Bishop Patrick's Glorious Epiphany, pp^ 9^ U4, l]OS,,abridgec|p 
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XIV. 



ON THE PROMISE OF "ETERNAL LIFE" AS THE 
GREAT REMEDY OF EARTHLY SORROWS. 

There are woes of no unfrequent occurrence, which 
miserably baffle each proposal, and strike dumb 
each voice, of philosophic or worldly consolation, 
whether from lighter or severer schools; which 
those do but mock, with solemn or flimsy trifling, 
who would lull the suffefers into a dream of earthly 
possibilities, or harden them by a stern theory of 
pre-established fate. 

But the revelation of the Most High God uplifts 
itself, like a never^setting sun, over the most dark 
and frowning heights of calamity and hopelessness. 
Our Saviour, just^ before his own predicted agony, 
calmly enjoined his sorrowful disciples, *' Let not 
your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God, believe 
also in me. In my Father's house are many man- 
sions. — I go to prepare a place for you." " I give 
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unto my .sheep" (he hnd preYiously . declAved) 
'^ eternal life, and they shall never perish." 

-So hisLinost beloved follower, ^t the close of ja 
long and suffering mission, testifies, ^^ this is the 
record, that God hath. given to us eternal life ; and 
ihis life is in his Son :" while another apostle, once 
«.' blasphemer of that holy name, declares, ** the 
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Xiord ;" and " our light aflliction, which is but for 
ja moment, worketh for us a far more exceediqg 
and eternal weight of glory." What wonder if with 
^uch promises, received and embraced in '^ full as- 
surance of hope,'^ Paul was constrained, amidst his 
varied martyrdoms, to " reckon the sufferings of 
this present time not worthy to be weighed against 
the glory that shall be revealed." * 

Would we, however, practically and availingly 
unite with him and other saints in this most blessed 
*^ reckoning," — would we derive from the promise 
of Eternal Life that strength, in sorrows, and that 
^tiimdus to duties, which the reality and magnifi- 
.eence of the prospect should induce, — ^we must 
make it a matter, not of nominal or cursory regard, 
ibut of heartfelt belief, and of earnest meditation^ 
contemplating, so far as our powers admit, the itn- 
p6tt of the gift ; though it is obvious we must .find 
hrit depths and heights that .will ineffably surpass 
thestt. 

* Rom.viii. 16. .See Sithleusner. 
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The term *^ life," Avithout an epithet, is some- 
times used in scripture as an emphatical expresaon 
for happiness. " He that hath the Son hath life* 
— '* I am come that ye might have life." * The 
very idea of Ufe, in this its highest sense, as the 
conscious existence of a moral being unfallen, or 
perfectly and blissfiiUy restored, is one which, til 
we are ourselves thus entirely and indefectibly re- 
stored, we cannot fully realize. Even apart from 
that attribute of endless continuance which appears 
to be in truth inseparable from it, there is some- 
thing in such a Ufe which must transcend the 
thought of any not possessing it. The gift of ife 
beginnings does but faintly intimate that perfection 
of which it is the earnest. Some devout persons, 
indeed, have attained, even here, such degrees of 
this - life," which is - hid with Christ in God,*' 
as to ** take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, 

* " The life which we now live," (writes Bemi&rd,) *^ is rather 
death ; not life properly, but a death-like life." '' There shall we 
truly live, where life is a lively and a living life." I have tried, 
at the expense of style, to give something like the force of his own 
Latin phrases : — 

*' HsBc enim vita <^ua vivimus, mag^s mors ; nee simpliciter vita. 
Bed vita mortalis." '*Ibi vere vivitur, ubi vivida vita est et 
vitalis." ' 

Milton has very forcibly expressed the same sentiment intone of 
his finest sonnets ',-~ 

" This earthly load 

Of death, called life, which us from life doth sever,*^ 

' S«*. Bern. Opp. p. 558. 
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in necessities, for Christ's sake ;" yet we have not 
£>und the most eminent among these pronouncing 
themselves wholly freed from spiritual corruption 
and paralysis and pain ; the marks and remainders 
of that spiritual '^ death" from which God's mercy 
has begun to raise them. 

. How fitly all sinfulness or moral defect is scrip- 
turally designated '* death," we may infer from 
this ; that the term Life describes the highest pos- 
session, and sometimes the very being, of the ever- 
blessed God, and of Him who is one with the Father. 
f^ As the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He 
given to the Son to have life in Himself." 

Such were the words of Christ ; and his apostle 
afterwards wrote ; ^^ The Life has been manifested, 
and we have seen [it,] and bear witness [to it,] and 
we announce to you that Eternal Life, which was 
with the Father, and has been manifested to us."* 

These august titles of '' the Life," the '' Eter- 
l^^l Life," thus ascribed to Him who " was with 
Crod and was Gxxl," correspond also to the most 
holy and awful name, Jehovah ; which denotes 
essential and eternal existence. 

Life, then, is the essence and blessedness of the 
5' only Potentate." He " only hath immortality.)* 
It is his to confer the mighty boon, and his free 

* KJolw i. 2. Dr.. J. P. Smith's v^ion, Scrip. Teirt. iu. 83. 
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grace* bestows it noft^only'oif 'being9'n0iFer«eparAied 
ftom Him^ buton those^who^ tilmmgh hm beloved 
Son^ are reconciled' and reunited to Himselfi Bat 
itis^ I venture to conclude^ not po6€dbte €»feaidl 
fbr the most advanced believers to apprehend^ ef« 
in speculation^ still less experimentalljry the'perfM^ 
ness of such a life. How few among 'U€h-nia^*'baY» 
enjoyed a single hour, which would equal ■ our oifii 
fidnt conceptions of that pure felicity ; repeeingj fli 
it were;, on one celestial charmed spot amidst'ttte 
wilderness, from which the sense of em and im 
firmity, and fear, and grief, was- banished ; the fid- 
ness of divine connnunieations havings for ■ a Uttk 
space, utterly superseded or subdued it!" Yet^e 
are taught to meditate not on an insulated sectioBi 
a transitory portion; of that life, but on the bound* 
less expanse of it above and beyond the wildemessi 
The gospel invites us to pray to '^ the Father of 
■glory," that He '* may give unto us the spirit ct 
wisdom and revelation," — ^that we '* may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the rkhiBi 
of the glory of his inheritance.'* 

The contemplation, therefore, of '* eternal' life,'* 
accompanied by prayer for heavenly light and 
strength, is a sacred duty and privilege of Chris- 
tians. And surely, the attempt at this will con- 
strain us to prayer ; for how are we lost as we com- 
mence, and still more as we pursue it. 



jtttieti/aiid stteoesskni oTwkieb we oonceiveofpitHf 
tlrMtfed'time. Bven those nototiiOiis wbioh humaa 
flltili'hiis dmsed forveiy small portions of its flighty 
HiSBa' immMiseljr muhiplied in imaginatioii, can: 
hsair us onward mentally through enormous 
|(eriodsv'-^so that when the hour strikes, or 
tfavj veTji pendulum vibrates, a mind which' 
feeli. the bre^ty of this fleeting seene, and 
glances at the vastness of fdturity, will not seldom: 
fiiteii' (wMi the wakeful poet) '^ as if an angel 
flpoke.'' 

Wehairealso natural measures of time. You 
observe the sun ; now near^ it may be, to the vernal 
equinox, or to the winter solstice; and you know 
that since it last occupied, relatively to us, the same 
poBitioB, our earth has rolled through its great 
•rbity and another year is gone* What would be 
ihe impression of " the solemn sound," if at some 
annual period^ a fixed number of loud and distinct 
ttmnderings told us the world*s age, and announced 
a; year oomplete !-^how much more if, at each close 
ai seme greater natural epoch — such as the eighty- 
tiN> terrestrial years of the Georgian planet's revo* 
lU(lon*--an alarum yet more aw Ail proclaimed the 
tnmt of sudi ages ; or, in the language of that 
woiid^s^ohionology, such, greater years. Yet this^ 
tlieugb' it' Toight' add a deep solemnity to our 



336 XLV. PROMI«£ OF 

thoughts of prolonged duration^ could not enaUe 
us to conceive of eternal life^ but only to make m 
feel more fully that it is inconceivable; for eterni^ 
is the negation of all limits — and accumulated wef^ 
sures^ whether very small or very great, are ^ 
but modes of expressing limitation. If . there Jbi 
exalted creatures^ (and this is surely probaUe^} 
who can review many more milleniums than wc^ ean 
months of existence^ that will deepen r^tther |)f|H| 
solve for them the mystery of '^ an endless lifi^bnl 
since the whole retrospect, with all its multitude.jrf 
scenes, will be known and felt to be a point* .ifi 
comparison with the unfathomed existence yet to 
come. 

Although the words '^ everlasting life," " ete^ 
nal happiness/' be familiar to the lips and ears of 
Christians^ — ^what can b^ so utterly foreign aod 
adverse to all earthly experience and prospect! 
What position so gloriously new, so rapturouslj 
opposite to every habit of human thought, as ths 
first investiture with a feUcity that shall never 
end ! Here, the more we are endued with that refleo* 
tion on the past and comprehension of the future 
which distinguish rational natures, the more must 
decay, and change, and evanescence press upon uSt 
Wc look on the monuments of antiquity, and thqf 
have fallen ; on the flowers of a new spring, and 
they arc fading ; on the countenance of affectioiv 
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ind it sinks in death. The words of a French 
<rrit6t ate but as the voice of humankind^ when he 
^icdaiins^ *' I entreat in vain a few more moments ; 
Hfidr iescapes and flies : I say to the summer night 
^-4)6 ^low, but morning comes dispelling it. Man 
ttts no haven; time has no pause; it rushes on- 
wards and we are gone." 

'Oh, what a startling security, what a super- 
ktttkiari' 'novelty of bliss, will be in that moment, 
trfata th^ Christian shall first feel within himself 
ttat hd can die no more; perceiving also in the 
cidestial aspect of those who are recognised with 
tfandport, that " neither can they die any more,** 
being " children of the resurrection !'* What will 
U be to gaze for the first time on eyes that never 
ih^ grow dim; on a face that shall be always^ 
radiant! — to touch, with a hand that cannot 
Rioulder, the harp that cannot be untuned ; to be 
itst made conscious of a spirit that never more 
may feint, and a joy that must eternally be cloud- 
less ! And what, to meet the same eyes of bene- 
tolence and rapture, when millions on millions of 
happy ages have been numbered, — and to find then 
the ** fulness of joy" unabated, the perspective of 
glory unabridged ; the ascending vista of eternal life 
0ience pictured in a still receding and more mys- 
terious immensity, as contrasted with the absolute 
tBStness yet relative nothingness of that far ex- 
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tMicMpML ^EterMllifer If dl tli» wiiufeil 
hMuren night be ooaceBtrated U^fill the trump tiMl 
should prodaba k» the blaei would be ¥ut taeMili 
inr the theme : if all the oonsteUatioae •four fiw ee 
eoient were grouped afresh to Uazoa thoee fm 
letters on the vault of heavei^ the flutter woidd kt 
inoro than worthy of the legend. 

Let this oppressive sense ef our iaeapaci^^ 
aad that of all dying ereatures,. to nealize ascii 
prospects^ furnish a sublime argument of tlMir 
boundless grandeur. No less than this is ^dit 
prize of our high calling of God in Chjpiat Jesas'^ 
Ko less than this '' the gift ef 6od»" wfaiek m 
think asd hope that we believe in; aad in sine 
sense, if we are indeed Christians, do believe ixL 
How marvellous that we can ever ferget it ; thsk 
we are not on the contrary almost absorbed by itt 
Yet more marvellous, that we can forget ite Author 1 
If such be the incalculable donatioDy what musi 
the Donor be 1 If such the untold ridbies of a 
humble penitent*s inheritance, what the sovereiga 
mojuificence of Him who shall pour forth this 
'' weight of glory *' from the stores d his cm 
Being, not only for *' an innumerable compaiqr of 
angels," but for a ^* multitude which none can 
number " of rodeemod transgressors also. 

It may indeed be well for the Christian^ in his 
present state of frailty, that by faintness and inadir 



|tetia%» <re3«d We hate baaid of a «iiyveruoft 
«f)tf>a^iii0BEtel &eubi«8 oceasioa«d hy the bidden 
MMMSMoft of great eartUy wealth. Yet wbB(k aooi** 
t0l»|)tibte )ptltaiioa^ what a counterfeit ni^ aaift 
#»»; wmU be the wealth o£ the whole wodd^ audi 
ten tines a patriarchr'e life in; which to iaherit amft 
nii^ i^; asieewqpaved with ''' life et^^u^ V* 
i^ But it ie not merely from inade^jjoate eoncqpiioQitf 
^^S'^MJr fifem fei|getftilDeaB ef the wiseen, oer 'frooai thft 
|tMer oS'temifotA and seiudble things to iiwoh»' 
andepprees and faecaxiate is8jp-4hat we are nelr snortt > 
CMBsaledter incited by that amazing ptroapeqt of iM' 
Bfi»»te eoRoe. CHtr languor ef feeling i» ascribabUl' 
iff gmat part to the defeetlvenese of feithr. Theve 
a a. dktruftt or hesitation in. wr hearter; Th6 
pilHBtfte^ evenr obseurely as we- view it, see»ie> U» 
aJtupendous fer our littleness ; the grace aad Joy too» 
sttperabounding for our deep demerit. 

Now^. although it he wisely and graciously o|u 
dained that our eonc«piwna in this life shouU 
eentiniae feeble> it is most devoutly to be desired 
aM sought' that our feiti^ and hope should cease to 

BB' Sv* 

^vConrnder thetefore son»B reasons^ from which, bjF 
the dirise blessing, it may appear the more eredibk^ 
tilKt so immense and inestimable ao: inheritance la 
di^gned for you. 



' IVfe may find it less dilficiA'^d ei^cjsfe-f^th 
^ven in that unparalleled '' iny^tifry 6f ^(StBih^y^;**— 
<he incarnation, sacrifice/ arid resilfriedtlbti ' <lf 'iltti 
Son of God — than iii the promise of thii'las ltd *^t^" 
sorial effect. For in reviewing that kwful^drahi4 
of divine love, we behold (ht tedbmptidn' atid 
rescue of a world. But when, aiftef *' reachitig 
forth " towards eternal life as the purchased "fruit 
of that redemption, we turn from those dazziiki^ 
Contemplations back into a mean and sinAil ^df,- — 
#ell may we recoil in shame and wonder from the 
thought of such a gift and such a destiny. As an 
ingenuous little child, who would think himself but 
too happy in the gifts and kindnesses proportioned 
to his infancy, knowing that his faults have made 
him liable to a just suspension even of these, — if 
you could take him to a height whence he might 
survey a whole paradise of shining pleasures, and 
say, — All these things will I give you — might weU 
be prompted to answer, — My father, you cannot 
mean it : all these things for wie? 

How then may we best combat and silence the 
suspicion (urged sometimes as a taunting dhar^fc 
by the unbeliever's pen) that it is presumpttTotft 
vanity to indulge so vast a hope ; how streilgth^n 
fPar confidence, till we '^ stagger not through "titt-^ 
bfelief," even at this mighty and over^wertng 
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j)tFii*9Jb». by caUiog to inind^ that not only the 
treasure^ and resources^ but thegt/b of God> musti 
i^lOrder to be worthy of Hinaself, be godUke;^ and 
tl^pcefore immense. What gift too. great for thQ 
^^jqsty, of the Self-Existent, '' the King Eternalj 
^Q is, and was, and is to come, the Almighty 1 " anjcl 
Iffi!^ shall the most boundless exhaust his gene- 
ipfisity or, diminish his abundance I It is. welJl 
t^iyii that gifts, even from man to man, are 
exppcted to bear a proportion to the rank and 
l(|:^ility of the giver. A great sovereign bestows 
^pejrial donatives. Petty and slight benefaction^^ 
^qugh sometimes beyond the claims or hopes of 
tfl^ ^cipient, would, degrade the crown. Darius^ 
qr. , Artaxerxes, and the slave whom he mightj 
^f delight to honour," and might therefore choose 
^ invest not only with freedom but with a princi- 
p^^ty, were by nature on a level ; creatures " of 
jfc^sterxlay/' sinful and mortal ; — yet the elevation, 
l^y ^Qre state and office, of the one above the other, 
renders quite credible the princely gift: but be- 
tween the *^ King of Kings " and the subjects of 
His sovereign mercy, there is a disparity, essential 
9^ yieiX as official, greater than that of the '' heaven 
^Jtie^vens" from the '* closet" where you kneel 
before Him^ What, then, if the Possessor of all 
^Wev and glory choose to dispense to his frail 
creature ''life eternal?" Will there be anytbing[ 
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ioL tbeln^enBSB'of^the gift vhitsb' ooiKrMF aoait^ m- 
pai»e8 the fitqpremacjr ^and groatness 'df the' iShm? 
Rather^ mwf we ndt adc^ could aujrtluiig' lew tfaan 
infinite be a gift fully appropriate to the gvatideUr 
<tf Him ^ that iuhahitelh eteniiiy r '' I^ il be 
remembered, that if He ^beBtow i mn aw ta l life ^on 
beings faar a&ove m,^m tbe xnost eKadtediaoftd per* 
fed; ofall<;ele8tial crestures^ the gifLmnet-iAfiBite^ 
esDceed eveH their C(moeptionB> which can be hot 
finite^ yet none would deem this iin dbjectioft to 
tbe teredibility of snch a gift; on the contrary it 
would appear of all diings aotost improb able, >liiat 
tlie Author K)f good should eemse the life <£ theee 
glorious and holy beings im cease /and be extiik 
gnished. 

And if, on dae other hand, it should please Ais 
^ God and Eather of aJl/' lo endow some- c re aturw 
henea^ us with a seoond and endless existenee, 
who would not view this as an added trophy-ef 
€fmnipotent beneficence, raised on tbe rav^e^s of 
pain and death, by exalting and perpetuating what 
had seemed to us but perishable and meaaf 

It may indeed be objected — ^the actual gift* of 
God in this world are on a scale direetly oppeAed 
to ^uch reasonings ; they are brie^ scaTity> pntei* 
lious ; life itself is so ; much more all wdiioln life 
iadudes : on the fugitive disuacter of what we heit 
fosseas^ you have been yourself «rpalfaM»i^' She 
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ondegf of ifiMtufetbereibre U<}aiteadv«ttiito tksit 
jtfcfibpowM cxpectattioa wUch yoa ^««diM im&st ^er 
«fQiErdaomte Aom dae infinitiide of Hka ia wfaom 
you trust. > 

" I r^y^^^those temporal bosnlieB et Difise Pro* 
^ndettoe^' faovever kind and Tarious, are not pra^ 
fwrly gifts bat loans | loans for a transient and pre^ 
^pQfatorjr use. It were no wrong to that inoessaflt 
CHOodness which imparts them^ to eall these the 
'^ prison garments,'^ diet^ and acooinmodstaons> of 
Ifae not jiet liberated though lansomed capd^vfL 
Their scantiness and insuffieiencrf are ordained t6 
excite Ms watchftd ardour for the time of manu^ 
■ri3Bign> and for the Teal^ exhaustless gift of ^^ dm> 
able tsche^'* from fais aUnnifficseat and infiaiin 
Dcliirerer; la this scnee we may withont pn^ 
sraHptaon my^ there ia bat coe ^ g^ of God** 4* 
Man; the eommenecmeoit and ths growisig hope 
an earthy and the pienitade in heavea, of ** kft 
atenial;.^' of that which tompvehende all other 
mfta :^-H)r rather it behoFes us to aseend for hi|{fa^ 

HbB^ dsrioe and ** imspeakabte gift ^' of <^ JesM 
ChMtonr L<M*d,''~of tkast «" Eternal Lcfo*" whksh 
f ' was manifested^" — that Son of God who '* ipnck^ 
4Hietfa» whona He will/" who dedared^-«<-'^ lie that 
hetieveth an me JuUh everlasting fife; because I 
Jim Jf^ shaft life aiao;" aad '' yB4Bhan know thai 



%,9m in my Father> and. you in nae/iatidl inifjmit^ 
«i*r^ho was Himself given to be ^^ Head jaf^r»Ul 
things to the churchy which is his body^th^tfitliieflb 
of JJim that filleth all in all." : :i;Hr .li ■; 

-. I^ 19 also by these last invaluabte; fact^ and dba^ 
•trijp^B^ that we can alone hopeto overedme^othctir dg^ 
•gvwents of peiBonal diffidence and feakr aei t6«jtfae 
|)p^iil;MUty^ for us^of so glorious, a pbsse&dito,—- aipgn^ 
ments more just and painful than anydvbicHKmrnifily 
litUfniess or frailty could suggest,, i Wat.afsi tkU- 
i^^ajgned of guilty unworthiness^' unthankiillneB». 
3^^ very proclamations and ^^: powers, of (iheiwio^d 
4fpi.^me/' — ^the solemn thoughts and absovbingtnkei 
•ditSLldons of it^ by which we have sometimes, l^a oo^ 
C^pi^d^-mstamp acharacter of criminal infahiation on 
oy^^ si^bsequ^nt neglects and trespas&ies, condemned 
by^^igbit.sQ. marvellous and convictions so prixibuiud 

:^j<^^.fepL besides, x)ur very defective^ pieparedness 
if^X that.^;?f^pdted and divine felicity:. lA^perfedt bliss 
^l^pf^s, .beyond <the rational humility «of ihopeyiin 
t\i£^ ^ho have so much ofien^d; and especially 
^hen that endless duration is contemplatctdiiwithout 
vi[]:^ich it. could not be perfect,, with thia.fOTfenvhelmHi 
i^g. promise must our conscious ill-desent appcqB 
aiyi^Uy at variance. . > , ^tr }.•? t nt- 

^. Relief can be found only in that sainfliiiftraaiw 
ggjjp } record where the promise . is .itael€. eooM 
tgjpfd, and which rebuk6s our distrust xlayiitlnt 



anuuging fl^idar£d»dTi>''^G<)d -do l6«^ ther Woi4d thab 
iHe gwreihfei only 'b^gotteft Soitytlidt who^e^^er 
JwUfaffetli'iu-iHim 'fehduld'have everlatiting lifcJ^ 
**^ He that spared not his i^vm San, how shall H^ 
ttot^^ith Him alis6 fi*ftely give jxs allf* ** Who is 
he that "CondicrmTieth?''' and surely we may add-^^^ 
who is he that dircumscribeth? — '* It is Christ that 
died." Who will presume to abridge or limit thi* 
glory and infinity of- the result ? * 

It becomes, in truth, impossible, when the per-^^ 
son of Christ is once seriously regarded as divine; M 
expect or conceive any less than transcendent and* 
infinite effects from his voluntary humiliation, and' 
his surprising offices of love. The 'death of GodV 
^ own Son" is incomparably more astonishing than^ 
the " eternal life" of fallen but rescued mortals. 
The descent of true Divinity, by union with our* 
nature, to an earthly cross, is far less conceivable 
than the ascent of guilty but glorified humanity tb • 
a heavenly crown. Procured as this redemptibif- 
was '* not by corruptible things, but by the prefl' 
cious blood of Christ," except the result were^^'. 
felicity unchanging and indestructible/there would' 
appear nothing in the issue proportioned to the! * 
stupendous cost. Had but one spirit in the erei-* 
tion falleny and could we sn/ppose for that Iruinbd. 
am ihei infinite atonemeat mttnnsUoiiiily'^^&t^ sLUd^: 
Itoturiti]g;<'.tife^eteMuil/'"«6ei«e ^#^^ jf^^W tlM^ 
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mai'^enUmi resultjiiKXt of inftiiitj^ emefpfinde^iii 
'tibat Mflse^ to the iofinily of the dfierag; wkeraai 
M'the oontrary, ware redemption from^wiatk ou 
tended to M fallen sjarits^ humaa ^ud -sspeiiiuiBBn^ 
snd were their number a thoiuandfidd gvei^w 
than it is, still had this redemption been but to a 
terminable life and tdeasednessy there would hafa 
heen actually nothing mfinite in the effect and 
reward of the Redeemer's love. Nay there w«uld 
have arrived a period (whatever be -aupposedits 
itakyteness) in whidi all direct results titMn ifc 
would have ceased^ and been extinct; a suppoakioa 
SD inadmissible, that even to advert to it may ap- 
pear almost irreverent. If, therefore, we brieve in 
iftdemption, as achieved by Him *^ in whom dw^ 
leth all the fiilness of the Godhead," the character 
of this act itself, and of Him who wrought it, miist 
demonstrate the eternal life of the redeemed, eve|i 
although their eternal life were not distinctly pro- 
mised. 

It seems, on all grounds, but ccmsonant to the 
majesty of the universal Lord, that there be gems 
about his throne which cannot perish or *' wax 
old," as well as garlands which may &de and be 
replaced. Matter, with its vicissitudes of beauty 
and decay, is but as the garland. Spirits, in their 
intelligent and moral splendour, redeemed and ro- 
novated, or sustained in their primeval puiity^-^ 



these ace the gems which he hknself hatk polished^ 
nmf which wero ^ purchased and deansed «rilh 
m^MT hlpod.'' For who knows but that "^ bk helj 
^a^eis" ihave be^i inorallj upholden in ^ their 
liret efltate^'^ by that Tiew of divine hoGnese audi 
the tnahgnity f>f evil^ which the human red^iopttoR 
first prospectively and then actually supjdied ? b 
It, then^ too Tast and satisfying^ a recompense for tha 
^ travail" of the Redeemer's soul^ that *^ jewels** 
preserved or ]»nsomed at so dear a rate, should 
sUne eternally,— «iid that none should '^ pluek 
them out of his hand V* Is it not due to the gio^ 
nous humility and costly love, of Him who ** cams; 
to save that which was lost/' that there should be 
n& futurity, — no coming age even beyond the agea 
of ages, — in which it will not still be sung, and; 
ever yet to sing,*— Lo ! thest are the trophies of liiat 
ancient victory won in the infancy of Time ; thete 
are they which caune out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes and made them white in 
the ^' blood of the Lamb ;" these are they who have 
their security and pledge for ^' endless life," in- 
the divine grandeur of that enterprise which tl^ir 
blessedness commemorates, and must for ever com* 
meEmorate. Should the Eternal stoop from hia 
throne, the Son of God disrobe himself of his celes- 
tial glories^, and the result be a perishable triumph^ 
an inheritance that £adeth away ? Radier let tiift 
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l^ilty •■ and the^ - frail consent* : witht ae^C^jro^oM^flDg^ 

^Mondering gratitude^: that ffi<He be admii^iyam^ 

glorified" in their endless exaltation^mttiLOti^iltli^ 

HDannot lose^ in contemplating thf^e honoiira iw^cb 

/aoerue fo Him, the sense of infinite dispri^pofftjoa 

inithe gift to them. ■ And here> let nae. observer ttmt 

-this Itoeordance between th^. ff eternal' ^Ufe'fi of /-llie 

i«{)irit6> of the just, and the divine: rlfrpit^cioiiaBi^sa" 

< >^f ( tbcds* t'edemption, confirms the<trutlii of thi^. totter 

dbbtrine; aswell asof the former; fandthatwitbo^t 

BBTf fallacy of reciprocal Tba$omng. liiffooiqf ^^t^utt" 

'•nal'life" there are distinct seriptvtal promisee;- .and 

-flome \tho (to our surprise) do . noti find; in ibe Nmr 

'^Testametit the divinity and< saerifice of Christy lyet 

'•deduce, and expect, from those its promiaesj\tiie 

>i saints* immortal happiness. But. this doctrine, is, 

> in my apprehension, a collateral and corroboratiye 

•proof of the other. If creatures so rebellious, de- 

i.filed^ and ungrateful as ourselves, are to expeot.the 

inestimable gift of "life eternal/' musi not this be 

the result of some '' great mystery of. godliness,*' 

some moral miracle in the counsels and acta >of the 

Supreme, which has made the donation compatible 

with His attributes and sovereignty ? Thus does 

the promise itself prepare us for the record that 

^ this I^ife is in his Son," — that the " unspeakable 

gift" was first of his Son, then to his Son;^-^of 

Him ybr us, of us to Him^ 



-^<) Atld^'itimdy 'aftenr ^^thus ^ outteibptingri to f iweighi i l^ 
^«#^ibililyt0f tUepH)mii^>4^iia^iiL)|nrf^uinei46«ddli 
^vM^n t^lviMon^iby a ^flsrine Biddeemeiiy has beeiitnl^ 
^kdtbhted^^ithfe nMktiL nec^i^sity > 06 tbis vast hconse- 
^^(S»c|e^^i9^k N tot f be ^ 'animated)^ iaind ; odiisoled ibssw 
'b^'tbe!9»e>'^*^Hiii«e8trihablfe riAes 06 ^Giiristj''>iifHij^ 
'fi^W'the^itiieble rihoughtid which) weretnltiKfirat ^fKff-> 

8eiited<;>uojrqr£Cth«ii/lk 'jf<>ur own a.wakto€ld ottioj^m 
^iiiulitipl;^^ Imdi ivotiy laad eiihano&'theittifi • 'Ii«iibci)iii1(lo 
^fcrtitrtridfb fcidrti of' the. « low" -aridof :th«!t1*i:liib'^ 

thfert "'^^ipaisfiith ifiiiowledgei?'" "Usef the)Stiwn(Jingf 
(iine of ^levmit iitiKi iiiirestl*ainiedlnieditatMin;thfiiti)rafq. 
^m^y miore sindiriiore'discoTeir thetdeptiistidf/ OboKK 
'tkn-faop^ to berimdeed'uafathomkbkit tAsisead'^e 
'i^blymount^ that you^ tnarf giaze abroaidlir/upoiiflliifit 
t)ceaii< 'Without^ 'b^mldaryj'whoseiTrareaitaire lostcin 

the «iiblight bf ^^^ the' heaven XftiiewieaH/iii Jks pa 

contem|ila4ie> th$t8 a' comimg' J etepnitjr> ^kMbfnHift 
' 'haivi ^' yet' botindle^y afar, ^ yourii spiiit; m tJmiii^h 

^▼etnvhekiled' 'by ^the hxnhen^Ity^ mayibenaJfioijcn* 

' lai^d.'' 'It >may expand and be cahnedy-whikidt 

*>br(kk}$ioii 'fehat'^g^lorkMis abyss ;-^ill iyo«i <shafiitiHiL 

^^ba[^'to*thef>>eapes' and sorrows of • i»ortaiity;>^ a 

v^9ig^ty who had been long* on thel AtlantH ihight 
'^4k>isithe' stony tradt and troubled stream iwilbin 
'•^s»iae' narrow gkn/'' Remember -that ^ wta iakdr are 
^ >voyage^s> 8nd' must soon be^g&nei- Whether iti^a 

be a vale of few or mai^>tear% whether thrsMne 
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batnUMpiiil «nd brightytr iaak and ten^eMoAus; 
we must huneh away. Thhtk of the idea aad 
inaiiiiiiifi of thai etenwl deep, to whieh He 4iialr 
^' brought life and inuMortality to Ught '* tmitea 
and giades jou; where He liaa pvepaied aa dbode^ 
perhaps a succession of abodes, each more sacred 
asd happy than the last, in whidb. his etecnat giaer 
aad yoor eternal JDjr doiall be malned ! It is not 
here so much my object tot avge the ckuflis of thia 
^ hope had up ia heaTen" on our seal aa^l afstiea 
vigilance, as those which it presents fiw ouruaie* 
jMogMnhBi^n. Yetc8Bthefon.ertepo«ftlr 
WBiSAt or undiseen^? Ceui such a praspeet^ 
bdieved and meditated^ fail to awaken in our inmost 
souls a living gratitude, and intsoppressible desm? 
Will it fail to divorce us from the love and habit of 
sin^ and make us flexible to the witi and disci^ine 
of our Lord and Saviour, as '^vessels" t» be 
moulded and adorned by his sanctifying hand? 
Will it not arouse us into stead£aet^ practicat solici* 
tude that we may know and do his jdeasure ? And 
shail it not constrain us to endure with comparatiTe 
cheerfulness, or at least without a spirit of isruv- 
muring, the burdens of this Ufe which ^ vaaisheth' 
away?" But, oh! how imperfect are these iiAit-i 
eaoes: how null even and extinct, as to sensible; 
and cheering efficacy, except the grace s^d prwr^* 
denoe of God reanimate and strengthen thea^ i hoVi 
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marred and intercepted by clouds of unbelief and 
care and despondency! — ^We are forced to take 
refuse, — not I trust as self-deceivers, but as those 
who earnestly implore *' help of God," — in the oft* 
repeated truth that ** eternal life " is His *' free gift, 
through Jesus Christ;" for surely, that a ruined, a 
feeble, inconstant man should earn it or should win 
it, is a thought which only ignorance and arrogance 
can cherish. Let us entreat of Him, whose godlike 
gift it is, to consecrate our unworthy hearts for its 
reception ; to give us daily far more of its initial 
bliss in a true assimilation to His image; to make 
those streams of heavenly life more quick and 
fervid which are infused from the fountain of re- 
deeming love, which circulate through the mystic 
body of our Lord below, — and which, when these 
poor mortal throbbings falter and are stopped in 
death, shaU flow and beat for ever as the countless 
pulses of real and celestial life, — never to be sus- 
pended till that *^ Head over all " shall droop,-— 
never to stagnate till the *' Fountain of life '* itself 
run low, — never to languish till the very heart of 
Him that loved, and ransomed us be cold : assu- 
redly eternal therefore ; surviving all things finite, 
still fresh as His own sympathy and imdeclining 
as His Power, 



Note A A. 

—it may, however, be justly doubted, wbether the first 

dawn of spiritual sun-light can in any case be by man so ascer* 

tained. 

Page 53. 



' all this has been my own impulse and my <ntnt work, and 

ttol the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

<PageX52i 

, ,Xt will not be supposed that I am ignorant or mmrindfyl o£ thtf 
dis^ction made by divines, and very formally by the' eld divnas; 
))elween <' common " and " special " grace. But thi» tdistinntina 
is-^Qttthe less real, if, like twilight and daylight, dawn and aooiH 
day, the difference be purely of degree. Such indeed appcara to be 
(be accepted theological view of it. Since writing the passagw to 
wh^eh this note refers, I have met with the following '< definition'' 
oiT '< special grace ;" — ** the communication of grace to any soul 
ia.such a degree, as actually to bring that soul to faith in Christ 
and consequently into a state of salvation, may properly be called 
Spbcuju Grace ;*'* — and with the subjoined valuable passage in 
the posthumous sermons of John Howe ; which appears to me to 
eonfinn, in a manner alike sound and forcible, the encouragements 
which I have endeavoured in the above pieces to convey, aiid 
indeed in some points, both as to the turn of thought and expression, 
remarkably coincides with them. 

——"There are some previous essays tending to Kfe that 
yon are under the present seizure of, even now, while you are 
looking God-ward ; it is somewhat of life, or of preparatory work- 
ings that have that tendency and that cognation, which have talcen 
hold of you ; because it is plain such thoughts are internal, and ut 

* Doddr. Lect. vol. ii. 248. Def. Ixudv. 
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the springs of an internal motion; and there is no internal motion 
which is not to be looked Upon as a kind of vital motion; though 
it is true, indeed, there are fainter beginnings that are extinguish- 
abh, yet there is a great matter to have some beginnings ; for if 
they are yet such as are extinguishable, they are yet also such ai 
are improveable, and may rise and come higher, till they cbttie 
beyond the sphere and verge of common grace, into the verge of 
special grace, which two spheres do very closely border and touch 
upon one another ; and he that is upon the extremity, the extreme 
verge {as I may speak) of common grace, is often upon the very 
verge and brink of special grace. And, as you are in the way of 
God, a way that hath a good look and tendency, God is in the way 
with you. — ^You are to impute it to his being with you, that there 
are inclinations and dispositions that tend heaven*ward, that tend 
towards that good and blessed state. You are to take heed of arro* 
gating anything in this kind to yourselves. Suppose it be yet but 
common grace ;— common grace is grace ; and if it be grace, it it 
not nature ; it is not to be attributed to you,— you are not to arro* 
gate and claim it to yourselves ;— -This is of me. The thinking of 
a good thought, we have not a sufficiency for, as of ourselves; we 
are not to claim that ; and there is many a good thought that may 
be short of saving grace ; but we should take heed of assuming it 
to ourselves ; and therefore if there be inclinationi and dispositioae 
towards that way, ^nd towards that state which you are to design 
for, and are professedly bending your thoughts towards, yet say^ 
you have a divine presence with you ; for these things are to be 
ascribed to Him. All such previous workings and dispositiooB, you 
must say, they do all lay claim to a Divine Author ; ^uch a ^re^h 
as I must lay claim to nothing that hath any the least appe^rao^ 
of good in it."* . ^ ^^■ 

These stiitements may be most sirictlj 4ippUed to the ** v<^Xfil9i 
and less liopeful supposition" mentioned p. 155, above, and thef^i^ 
lore, by stronger reason, to other cases of a dubious character* 

* HoWs Wpr^M^leafiLHuit, 1827. voLviii, p. 189, abridged. 
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■■■ ■ ■ I wnid ham in them a gfoamova Mlf-saedSci^ quaUtj^ 
aot afqparent in any revealed act,, ner, I think, coneeivablo If m 
(that is, as a trmih, if redemption by a diTin« Saviour were mi 
m truth), in any unrepealed act of the Creatoc Fki^ 7U 



■ ■■■ nothing analogous would be known to exists or hmm 
eren tabe pa«it6/c, in the acts or counseliB of the Perfect B»ng. 

mi 



M as far as we can imagine, its only possiblo exemplffiea* 
tloB, to ma n b y a veritably peeriess and go<fi£ke modleL 

AgeTSl 

Although the reasonmgs m whicH these pMsagea ocen^ sp» 
prove themselves to my miiid> yet (at Dr. Pye Snitk haesE* 
pressed himself in a disqnintton on tSie Trinity)--^ I leel t|io 
awfiil ground on which I have advanced f^ and shall W psooiq^tiot 
retract or mocKfy these views, it any iaUaey or daegerooa' tense 
quence shaU discover itself as invoFred in them. 
- Since these sheeta were printed, I have sees a woik, not psevip* 
ausly known to me. hut apparently valuable tO'tSie interests of reli-^ 
gion, in whidb the statement of some **- s y s t em s ef diviai^ and 
of <* certain preachers*'-*-'' that tSiere- never was, and never will be^ 
through all the ages of eternity, so wonderful a display of the divins 
glory as in the cress of Christ," «-4s censured, and I think wi& 
reason, as '' a presumptuous assumption."— Yet it is noiimpossihi» 
that somo of the above phrases, or otiMrs in the p as s ages fism 
which they are taken, may be ndsconcetved to intiBiatethait wf. 
" assnmpfeien.^ The expression ^ a. veskably /ifii'fcss modfiiU'^^m. 



'f' BidC^ Chxittiaa Philosopher^ p« 503,jm4 ^ i(3^ 
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irill scarcely be so understood, when ihe limitation " to man** in 
the preceding sentence, is noticed. 

As to some other expressions above cited, although I do not 
believe that any display of divine attributes so wonderful and glo« 
rious^ would have been '< conceivable by us*' as real, ** or known 
even to be possible/' had it not been for the fact and history of man'9 
redemption,— yet might unnumbered such displays (similar or eiw 
tirely dissimilar, but of equal or «v«b auperior extent and efficacy) 
have nevertheless taken place, or be as yet to come, in the immenso 
dominions and endless reign of Him who is '^ Love." A very sin* 
gular theoxy,— arg^uing the actual occurrence ottimilar red^mptians 
in ail other worlds,—- was communicated by a nobleman, (charao» 
terized as of " great learning, taste, and judgment,*') to Dr. 01in«^ 
thus Gregory, and inserted by him — though not, it seems, with un« 
qualified approval — in hia *' Xietten on the Christian Religion.*** 
I cannot accede to that theory, (unless there were scriptural m- 
dbence to confirm it,) because, besides a different objection to which 
it may be liable, it would imply an extent of moral evil in the unl* 
nerse which I feel that W0, have s» »gl^ to ascumc^ and nntch 
reason to recoil from, 

Noverthelefiii theie is nothing in thie abeire reaseunge which 
veuU be at variance with it. 

That the true and perfect Divinity should ^ assume a passible 
nature," and be'thwis *' in purpose and act, the prototype of wfferm^ 
virtue," t would not, I appcehend, (as haa been already stated in 
different tennsj have e;ven been conceived by us as a credible fact, 
in reference either to our own or any other race, antecedently to th# 
promulgation of the gospel ; but nov> having once attained tiie 
conception and befief of such a fact, we can never be in the least 
entitled to conclude that wonderful divine interpositions of " gene* 
rosity and heroic love^' eamuti have taken ^aoa en bdialf ef other 
beingsj; ner even to aOtntt fltat thiais inqvebalhle.. 



*ytl.i,«»,,304-9» t,Pm»;*nbai». 



Note B. 



'* Extracts from the conclusions of some writers on piopheey, more 
particularly as to the fulfilment of predictions relaiiTe to the ear* 
rupHoru of Christianity. 



which show the impression on their nunds letnlting from 

such an examination. 

Page 294, note. 



- Dr. Hartley gives, in a summary manner, his impressioii on this 
subject, as follows. 

- '* The fourth branch of the prophetical evidences are those which 
relate to the Christian church. Here the three following parti- 
culars deserve attentive consideration : 

' *^ First, — ^The predictions concerning a new and pure religion, 
which was to be set up by the coming of the promised Messiah. 
• " Secondly, — A great and general corruption of this religion 
which was to follow in after times. 

" Thirdly, — ^The recovery of the Christian Church from this cor- 
ruption, by great tribulations ; and the final establishment of true 
and pure religion. 

' ^* The predictions of the first and third kinds abound everywhere 
in the old prophets, in the discourses of Christ, and in the writings 
of the Apostles. 

'* Those of the second kind are chiefly remarkable in Dame/, the 
Revelation^ and the Epistles of St. Paul, Bt. Pe/er, Si, John and St 
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Jude, In how surprising a manner the events of the first and 
second kind have answered to the predictions, cannot be unknown 
to any inquisitive serious person, in any Christian country. At the 
same time it is evident, that the predictions of these things could 
have no foundation in probable conjectures when they were given* 
The events of the third class have not yet received their accom- 
plishment ; but there have been, for some centuries past, and ara 
still, perpetual advances and preparations made for them." 

David Hartley f JVorkt^voX, ii.p. 16U 

The learned author of *^ Dbcourses on Prophecy," delivered o£ 
late years in the Lecture of Bishop Warburton, thus comments on 
St. Paul's prophecies in 2 Thess. ii. 3-10, and 1 Tim. iv. 1-4. 

• '< In the predictions of the corrupted state of the Christiant 

faith which we are now considering, there are definite signs of a 
foreknowledge very different from the deductions of probability,. 
calculated on the general principles of human weakness or human, 
depravity. The prophetic criteria are precise ; and they are such 
as must be thought to have militated with all rational probability,, 
rather than to. have been deduced from it" — Davitottf Discourses, 
p. 479. 

And the same writer thus sums up his review [of the parallel 
predictions in the Apocalypse : '' The complexity of things in this 
single piece of prophecy is sufficiently manifest. And since the 
complex whole has, point by point, been fulfilled, and that not in 
an obscure comer, but in the heart of Christendom, and in the most 
conspicuous station of the Christian world, the inference from that 
completion is not to be evaded." 

Ibid. pp. 481-2w 



A modem writer of great research (the Rev. C. Forster) remarks, 
** Daniel has clearly foreshown the appointed fate of the Jewish 
polity and people. He has also unquestionably foretold the for* 
tunes of the western chnrch : and has drawn a full and exact por* 
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ihdture of the spiritual tyranny, wliieh shonld ariw and ^evail kt 
that portion of Christendom. This heing- the eas^ the analogy 
6f Providence and that of Scripture would seem alike to require a 
corresponding prophetic attention to the parallel eventa which 
were to occur in the ecatem portion." * He ^b proceeds to Asm 
at large that the eighth chapter of Daniel is distinctly predictive- of 
Mahometanism. 

In the subsequent section of his work, the same anther gives, with 
bis* own views, those of some others, concerning the predictions of 
the '^ eastern horn, " or Mahometan Antichrist, as contained both 
In the book of Daniel and the Revelation of St. John. 

'' We proceed" (he writes) <' to connect those remarkable pio* 
phecies of the book of Daniel, which have been applied to TMCahomet 
and his followers in the preceding section, with the strictly parallel 
and still ampler predictions, delivered concerning them in the ApQ« 
calypse of St. John. 'In the prediction d Daniel,' observes a 
learned writer of our own times,t < Mohammedanism alone is 
spoken of; its two principal supporters, the Saracens and the Turks, 
are not discriminated from each other : a general history of the 
superstition, from its commencement to its termination, is given, 
without descending to particularize the nations by which it should 
be successively patronized. In the revelati(Hi of SL John this de- 
fidency is supplied : and we are furnished with two distinct and ac- 
curate painting^, botix of the Saracenic locusts under their exter- 
mi Dating leader, and of the Ehiphratean horsemen of the fous 
Turkish Sultanies.' 

'< With one slight correction, this statement may he received as a 
just representation of the case. Daniel, we have aeen^ hmd already 
described the two distinct powers in question, under the titles of ' the 
King of the South ' and < the King of the North.'^ But his descrip- 



* Mahom. Unveiled, vol. i. Sect. 2. p. Y^T, f Faber. 

\ *' Dan. xi. 40. contains a well-known prophecy, received by in- 
terpreters, with one consent, as a joint prediction of tite Satacems 
and Turkish empires, under the titles of the King, ot ibe South 
and the Kmg of the North.'^^^^^. p. 193. 
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tions want characteristic national traits, to bring them home to the 
Saracens and Turks ; which traits, as might be reasonably es^ected 
in a revelation so much nearer to the event, the ninth chapter of the 
Apocalypse appears to embody in its symbols. Interpreters are 
justly struck with the historical exactness of these delineations : 
but none have done the subject more justice, in the expression of 
their admiration, than the late learhed and exemplary Dr. Zouch. 
— * The prophetic truths comprised in the ninth chapter of the 
Apocalypse are of themselves sufficient to stamp the mark of divi- 
nity upon that work. When I compare them with the page of 
history, I am filled with amazement. The Saracens, a people 
which did not exist in the time of St. John, and the Turks, a nation 
then utterly unknown, are there described in language the most 
appropriate and distinct.' "* 

I have selected this passage, as conveying in a small compajss 
the general impression made on three able inquirers by the corre> 
spondence of the modern events referred to with those ancient 
writings. 

* Mahom, Unveiled, vol. i. pp. 210-12. 
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Note C. 



that the ^ heaven of heavens/* ihe central glory, — 

Page 306. 



Lavater, in a passage which I ahridge from his ** Aussichten 
in die Ewigkeit," (" Prospects into Eternity,") thus refers to the 
*' heaven of heavens.*'—" All the systems of worlds, judging from 
analogy, have probably a great common centre, round which they 
revolve, as the planets round our sun. This centre of the immea- 
surable universe we may conceive to be the most perfect scene of 
material existence, unspeakably exceeding in grandeur and beauty 
an3rthing which we can represent to ourselves in this our dark 
abode. 

" This central world may be deemed the < heaven of heavens' : the 
region where the Infinite pours forth the utmost plenitude and 
riches of his majesty ; which the immortal author of the Messias 
has thus glanced at," * — 



* Lavat. Aussicht. t. i. pp. 246-7. The original of the lines 
which follow (as quoted by him) will be found in Klopstock's 
Messias, Ges. i. 11. 197 and 230. The version is from an attempt 
to translate the first canto of that poem into En^rlish hexameters ; 
communicated by me to the London Christian Instructor of 1821, 
[pp. 248, 300, 361,461,] an attempt which, perhaps, in the judg- 
ment of most readers, would confirm other proofs that such a 
metre cannot be successfully adopted. 
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" No faintly glimmering planet 
Nears the destroying blaze : in pale obscurity, far off. 
Cloud-wrapt nature revolves scarce seen : or visible only 
All her worlds minute» as when, by a wanderer's foot-step, 
Earth's low atoms, the haunt of worms, are scatter'd in sunshine. 
— — Round from that central heaven a thousand avenues radiate 
Of unseen extent, with bordering sxins environ'd. 

There} *mid encompassing suns, beams forth that ' heaven of heavens;' 
One unmeasur'd sphere } creation's archetype ; treasuring 
All perceptible beauty ; which thence in fast-flowing torrents 
Through the encircling realms of wide infinity fluctuates." 

Cramer, in a note on this passage of the Messiah, observes that 
'' Klop8tock*s imaginations were always consistent with astrono- 
mical possibility." 

A speculation of astronomical science was, probably, in this in- 
stance, the direct source of his and of Lavater's views ; for *' Dr. 
Halley conceived the whole solar system, together with all the sys^ 
tems of the stars, to be in motion round some point, which is the 
centre of gravity of the whole.'* * 

I add, on the subject of that *' supposition" with which the pre- 
sent note stands connected, that since motion, and rapid motion, of 
some kind, is a prevailing, and perhaps (according to Halley's 
theory) a universal law of celestial bodies, there can be at least 
nothing contrary to analogy in supposing that a nebulous orb 
(such as comets are obserye4 to be)f may form the majestic 



* See Bonnycastle's Astronomy, p. 308. 

•)• '^ The nucleus of the comet is usually enveloped in a dense ne- 
bulous stratum." In many of them, however, the nucleus " seems 
wanting, and they present only a nebulous mass, having a gradual 
condensation towards the centre." In some cases, (as in the second 
comet of 1811,) ^* the whole nucleus presents only a globular mass 
of nebulosity." In the comet of 1811 the depth of this ''shining 
envelope at one time amounted to no less than 25,000 mil^s." " The 
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moving abode/ or vehicle, of Him who ^cometh in the clouds of 
heaven," * — '* with his mighty angeli, in flaming fire,"-!^^" with 
power and great glory." J 

Still this has been introduced, (let me again observe,) as a mere 
supposition, and simply with a view to meet one particular mode of 
unbelieving sarcasm. I am aware it may be said — ^you have at- 
tached an arbitrary meaning to the ambiguous word ** quickly," 
which the sarcasm itself would not convey ; as if it had been inti- 
mated — your Master promised to come quickly ; that is, He pro- 
mised a rapid though progressive approach : — whereas, in fact, it 
was only meant to say — ^your Master promised to come »oon; 
(whether instantaneously or gradually ;) but the interval is already 
long. 

I answer, — certainly it appears to me most likely, that the advent 
of our Lord, with an angelic retinue, will be not instantaneous but 
progressive, however rapid. We may indeed conceive of a mira- 
culous transit, even of created and embodied agents, instantaneously 
from heaven to earth ; and of occasionsVhere this has occurred, and 
would again be probable ; but the idea of progressive approach, on 
\hsX grand occasion, seems to my mind more august and appropriate. 

Let, however, the whole supposition be disapproved, or dis- 
missed ; — let it also be expected, — (an expectation which that sup- 
position no way contradicts, and which some interpretations of pro- 
phecy, and some '^ signs of the times," appear much to favour,) 



fail is only a continuation of the nebulous envelope." "The 
tail of the great comet of 1680 was computed to be no less than 
one hundred millions of miles in length." " The comet of 1 744 
had a tail above seven millions of miles in length." ^ 

* Daniel vii. 13. — Revelations i. 7. — Matthew xxvi. 64. 

f 2 Thessalonians i. 7, 8. 

\ Matthew zxiv. 30. — Luke zxi. 27. 



* Milne's Prize Essay on CJomets, pp. 6, 8, &c» 
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^that the second advent will not be very long deferred : still those 
views of time and space which have been thus brought before us, may 
tend, meanwhile, to illustrate St. Peter's declaration that " a thou- 
sand years are with the Lord as one day :" and that we must not 
measure celestial eras, any more than celestial motions and velo- 
cities, by our narrow earthly scale. Is it not probable, that even 
to created beings, who have existed millions of years, the term of 
man's life on earth appears almost ephemeral ; — ^his afflictions as 
the lot of some hours, if not of " a moment;"— or the whole conti- 
nuance of our era, thus far, as a period rather of eighteen weeks, 
than of eighteen ages ? 

May not also the ** days" and " weeks" by which years and 
periods of years are prophetically expressed in Scripture, involve 
some allusion to that sort of extramundane reckonings ; and do 
they not, if thus viewed, assume a new kind of fitness or impres- 
siveness, as more approaching to the language of celestials, or of a 
higher sphere ? Of course such reckonings may differ vastly more 
from any proportions we have suggested, than those, which have 
now been vaguely supposed, severally difiTer from each other : but the 
whole speculation may serve to convince us how little " the times 
and the seasons,'* in the great course of divine dispensations, 
can be expected to accord with, or be measured by, our personal 
estimates. 



Note D. 

» God said, let Newton be." 

Page 311. 

SiNCB writing this passage, I have met with a very similar kind 
of reference to Pope*s well-known epitaph, — though the direct or 
chief application of the thought here urged be there less general, 
being limited to the particular '' providential blessing " to be re* 
cognised in the rise and ** genius of Bacon," and of " Newton" 
himself. It is contained in a valuable lecture ** On the Advantages 
of the present IHmes with regard to Freedom and Knowledge,*' by 
Mr. JohnBuUar of Southampton. (Longman, 1832.) 

I have not thought it expedient, even had the coincidence been 
still more close, to rescind the above passage. Such resemblances 
of thought and illustration must become more and more numerous 
as books and discourse are multiplied ; and it may perhaps only need 
(as I have elsewhere intimated*) a larger acquaintance with them, 
to be convinced that all our thoughts and expressions, with some 
variations, have been anticipated. 

* In Thoughts on Devotion, Note D. p. 303. 6th Edit 
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